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Wrap Artists Parcel up Parliament

Francesca Buglioni writes from Berlin

After 23 years campaigning, the husband-and-wife team known as Christo Javacheft have got permission to wrap
Germany's best-known building. Yes — wrap it, in metallic fibre. Gemini News Service reports on an extraordinary
work of art which has been designed not to last. (Unveiling of the veiled Reichstag building, 23 June)

E has wrapped a bridg

H in Paris, a dncksidcdf;

Cologne and a muse-um
in Chicago and now Christo
Javachetf expects four million
people to see his biggest piece
of packaging yet — Germany's
« former Parliament building.

It has taken 24 years to se-
cure the go-ahead for the
wrapping of the Reichstag in
thousands of square metres of
metallic tabric.

The Bulgarian-born artist
and his French wife Jeanne-
Claude-who choose to be
known as one person for the
10 million deutschmark pro-
ject — have had to overcome
the opposition of Chancellor
Helmut Kohl and a parliamen-
tary debate.

Critics dismiss the project
as a display of the artists' per-
sonal vanity and say it has no
meaning.

Detractors also argue that
it will glority a building that
represents dark aspects of
German history ; its destruc-
tion by fire in 1933 was used
by tascist party leader Adolf
]'I;tier to justify a clampdown
on the opposition.

Christo, however, de-
scribes it "as a symbol of the
meeting of East and West and
the restoration of hope for the

Aerial view of the Reichstag

return of a stable and long-

lasting democracy. We are, if -

anything, wrapping German
fear and German p??de.“

The artists insist that the
work will be visually exciting.
The wrapping will stay on
only from 23 June to 6 ug-—-
when more than 200,000

ople a day are expected to
lr:n:li to Berlin not to see
Germany's best-known build-

mg“A work of art for us is like
all of the most beautiful hu-
man experience, it exists
mainly in memory,” say the
artists.

"The wrapping,’ saKS
Jeanne-Claude,” will make
100 per cent of the people of
Germany happy because
whatever percentage — let's
imagine 80 per cent — will be
happy because they have seen
the wrapped Reichstag, and
the 20 per cent who were fu-
rious about it will be so
haEPﬁr when we unwrap it."
| e project is entirely self-
financed by the couple
through the worldwide sale of
the preparatory drawings,
models and lithographs,

Wrapping up buiﬁiings like
Christmas presents is not
easy, but Christo and Jeanne-
Claude have been doing it for

Jeanne-Claude and Christ

years.

Born in 1935, Christo left
his hometown, Sofia, to get
away from the political and
artistic constraints of com-
munism. He settled in Paris as
a poor portrait artist, and met’
Jeanne-Claude.

He started wrapping ob-
jects in 1958 as his won form
of artistic expression partl
because he could not atfor
other more costly artists ma-
terials.

Then he began to think
bigger — wrapping trees, then
large buildings and finally
whole areas.

In 1969 he parcelled up
Chicage's Museum of Con-
temporary Art, and in 1985,

the Pont Neuf bridge in Paris.

Opposition to the Reich-
stag-wrapping proposal was
only overcome with the ac-
cession of the first woman
President of the Bundestag
Rita Sussmuth, who offere
her support.

The green light was given
last February at the end of a
parliamentary debate. The
vote was 292 in favour, 223
against, 9 abstentions.

Wrapping involves team-
work by a large staff, includ-
ing weavers, cutters and sew-
ers, as well as crews to erect
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TAY intormed —O&rﬂ-
phesies the modemn
media — to be in tune

with the time. No doubt we
are living in an age that can
- hardly function well without
references. In concord with
the need, publishing houses all
over the world are coming up
with an array of titles very
often. Last month two
important reference titles hit
the bookshops — “The

Cambridge Encvclopedia of rhe

English Language™ and “The

Oxtord Companion to the Second

World War. ~ Shortly after

reaching the ditferent sale-
points The Encyclopedia has
appealed specialists and

ﬂ:'neral audience equally.
ith over 1000 pages and
250 photographs, line
drawings and maps, and 1750

alphabetically arranged
entries covering almost all
aspects of the World War 11,

the Oxford Companion has
already been considered as an
i ant publication. The ti-
tle has been compiled by over
140 distinguished interna-
tional contributors.
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AFTER the publication of
Commumsr Moanifesto in 1848
the history of mankind was
never the same again. Ever
since, the communism as a
concept and in practice has
undergone nung;:hlng:s and
in recent years has faced alto
E:hﬂ a different challenge

t raised the question of s
own existence. But whatever
the guestions or challenges
are, concept communism
never lost the attention of in-
tellectuals and more so a new
set of Maxists are emerging to
explain the crisis in commu-
nism. So the concept is as
alive as it was 147 years ago.
The Yale University Press’
new series that was launched
*last month under the title The
Annals of Communism reit-
erates the relevance the con-

Stalin's

_|.l:ll|:rs lo
Uoloto

lars T. Lik
iHey Nodw o and
Heg v Khirmiak

The first two titles in the
series are Sealin's Letrers ro
Molotov”™ and “The Secrer World

of American Communism ...

Letters to Molotov' contains
more than 85 top secret
letters from Stalin to his
friend and confidant Viach-
eslav Molotov written be-
tween 1925-1936. Edited by
Lars T Lih, Oleg V Naumov,
and Oleg V Khlevniuk, and
translated from the Russian
by Catherine A Fitzpatrick,
the letters will throw liight on
the way Stalin controlled the
government and will consti-
tute a unique record of his

thinking — personal and po-
liticall.niubcrt C Tucker E:s
written the forward.

The most controversial or-
ganisation in — American
Bublic life — the Communist

arty of the United States of
America — has been brought
under, for the first time, criti-
cal examination in " The Secrer
World ...." Klehr and
John Earl Haynes have co-
authored with Fridrikh Ig-
orevich Firsov in "The :
cret..." to give a picture of the
origins and development of
the American Communist
Party. The Russian documents
ml in the title have been
translated by Timothy D Ser-

gay.

Philip Kesr
}T{lf_f.phhﬁcs sc;nﬂr.i.hc themes
wit osophical concepts
He has not repeated hj.macﬁ in
his career Philip Kerr not
only writes high concept
novels, his recent novel
carned him the second h:gat
film rights deal concluded
with any British novelist —
Paramount Pictures oftered
100,000 dollars, Polygram
bought it for one million dol
lars and Mysterious Press paid
500,000 dollars for US ngﬁtis
Grndiron, Kerr's new, ap
peared in book market tﬂts
month In Gndiron Kerr 1mag
ines the otfice of near future
an office 1n which every func-
tion is controlled by a smart
computer. The office, situated
in Los les, 1s a tlagshap
building ot the Yu Corpora
tion — a Chinese multina
tional electromics company
and run h;{ Abraham the
computer. He controls the
heating and the lighting, su-
pervises security, cleans the
windows, lavatories and the

swimming pool. He plays the

piano — Mozart in the style
of Mitsuko Uchida, Schubert
a la Murray Perahia, he also
steals data from rival compa-
nies. When Abraham takes it
into his head to wipe out all
the humans in the building he
has plenty of resources at his

dis];(w.a.l._
EIT 1IN an INterview says,

"the story {Gridimn} reflects
my paranoia about office life.
I'm a full time writer now, but
I'm terrified at the thought
that I might end up working
in an office again. "

Kerr on ditferent occasions
has made interesting and
bizarre comments. In his in-
troduction to The Pengun
Book of Lies he wrote "fiction,

ﬁ}ght be considered to be the
st protession for a liar".
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UFFINBooks, to mark the
50th anniversary of Anne
Frank's death, publishes two
new titles — Anne Frank Be
vond the [wary and Dear Annc
Frank " ... Beyond the Diary
is a photographic re
membrance and “Dear " i1s a
section of letters to Anne
written by children today

THE leading alternative
health publisher Element has
been producing interesting ti
tles for quite some ume Ele
ment's two important torth

coming titles are The Com
plete  Famuly Guide ro Home
st raced

oparhyv’ and “The
grwhpcdm of Essencial Ohils’
Homeopathy" i1s due 1n

September and .. O1l"
October
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the scaffolding needed by the

nearly 100 professional
climbers who will raise the
100,000 square metres of wo-
ven aluminium-surfaced
polypropylene fabric and
rope. '
More than 1,000 young
people have been trained to
provide information on the

scheme to the public.
The artistic thmkmig b,
Aiways

hind WI'ﬂpgin% is not
‘understood: "People send us

letters with photos of build-
ings telling us, 'This is so
ghastly, please come and
cover it up,’ thinking it has to
do with covering things up
which are ugly," says Jeanne-
Claude.

Christo admits, however,
that the Reichstag itself is no
great architectural accom-

plishment : "It's basically a
rather trivial Victorian build-

He adds: "Only we can
make the Reichstag a work of
art. | say that not one single
politician or German will feel
ashamed to see a photograph

vof the Wrapped Reichstag. It

will be in the books of the
history of art.”

FRANCESCA BUGLIONI is
a Berlin-based freelance journal-
ISt
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Arabian Nights: Alladdin and the Magic Lamp

MAGICIAN JUNGALO
TRICKS ALLADDIN: Poor
boy Alladdin now dressed in
clothes for a prince is the talk
of the town while he passes
through the streets where he
has worked as a labourer. His
friends and foes look at him
with admiration and envy.

Alladdin's mother remem-
bers her late husband and fails
to find a reason as to why she
send Alladdin away — even
for a day when her instinct
did not agree with a stranger.

At the same time evil ma-

ician Jungalo Jungla tricks Al-
Eﬁldin to go on the road
whir:_;h will Fl:,id to the hidden

¢ lamp.

:EEABIZ TO ALLADDIN
FOR PROTECTION: While
assing through the desert,
Fungalu Jungla dismisses the

pleas of a thirsty Fakir.
Alladdin not only stops
but gives him all the water
that is left — knowing that
the desert without water can

- be fatal.

The Fakir blesses him and
gives him a Tabiz to wear
which will protect him in all
dangers.

e evil Jungalo tries his
best to convince Alladdin at
the fraud of this saint man
Fakir — Alladdin does not
relent and wears the protec-
tion charm. /

The Fakir warns Alladdin
that this man with him is evil.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF A
FAKIR: Finally evil Jungalo

~argues that if this poor and

—
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Dark Justice: "The Specialist"

A case recently thrown out
of Judge Nicholas "Nick" Mar-
shall's (Bruce Abbott) court is
mysterious enough to arouse
his curiosity.

Dr Chelsea Manning (Erin
Gray|, a certified sex thera-
pist, specializes in treating
wrzahhj«' men with impotency
Emhlt:rﬁs. If any of these men

appen to collect valuable

The Star Trek 25th Anniversary S

As the original series of
Star Trek draws to an end on

'
Viewing Vid
by Lenin Gani |
ROM ‘the producers 6f pla%;'name-thb captain game
Top Gun and Days Of as both men take turns to
Thunder comes Crimson gﬁm control before arriving at
Tide the bizzare climax when both

Crimson Tide 1s basically an
undersea action/theriller set
aboard a2 US N-class sub-
marine.

Captain of the USS Al
abama is Frank Ramsay (Gene
Hackman) a willy, hard -nosed
character who doesn't take lip

from anybody even his sec-

ond-in-command Lieut Com-
mander Ron Hunter (Denzel
Washington)

During a Russian civil war
a group ol rabid nationalists
seizes a missle base; US torces
go on full alert and the Al
abama 1s dispatched to put
the base out of commission
otherwise the world probably
faces the apocalypse. But
when an enemy torpedo
knocks out the electrical sys-
tem and interrupts an urgent
i"mmmﬁ message that could
reverse t
Hunter are confronted by the
$ 98,000 question — whether
to carry out the mission or
naot

When Ramsay insists on
launching the nukes anyway
Hunter disagrees and decides
to commandeer the sub

For a while we supposed to

e order, Ramsay and.

men sit down and conversate
for three minutes while wait-
ing for somebody else to-tell
them what to do.

o

Fresh 1s a gripping story
describing life in modern 'ur-
ban America through the eyes
of a young black boy.

Michael finds himself
trapped in a web of deception.

After witnessing a cold

blooded murder in which a .

girlfriend he got to know
only for a day 1s killed by a
stray bullet, K‘Hchael sSwears
to avenge her death b

bringing the gang to whic

killer
Michael too is not so inno-
cent, as he deals in drugs for a
rival . The trauma of such
a shock ﬁasalsumadchimre'
alise that he must mend his

Wwa ¥

E between all this his tam-
ily, are slowly alienating him.
chhﬂﬂl does find solace in
Samuel L Jackson who uses
his passion for chess to buck
up the young boy's self-conti-
dence.

Fresh is as close to a real

STAR Plus, the channel has

_ life situation as one can

elongs to justice..

art, Doctor Chelsea sees to it
that they losé their colfectioh
— and also their lives. |
Posing as a man with a
sexual problem, Nick Ects
more treatment than he bar-
ined for from the beautiful
r Chelsea. She seduces him
almost immediately and, not
wanting to revea
identity, he is forced to go

his true

along with the performance.

. With the help of Moon
gjick O'Neill}, Gibs (Clayten
rince}] and Kelly (Janet
Gunn), Nick plans a !ggnn}'
art heist, taking the Doctor
along to participate. Before
Nick can set her up, however,
she knocks him unconscious.
Her escape is thwarted bﬁ
Kelly. Thanks to their quic
work, '‘Dr Chelsea is turned
over to the police and mil-

scheduled a two-hour special
celebrating Star Trek's 25th
Anniversary,’ on aturda}',

i
g

et
but a word of caution for
those sensitive viewers at
times they may find the lan-
guage P very of nsive. 4

Bruce Willis is back in Die
Hard With A Vengenance as
John McClane the tough New
York cop with a penchant for
inding trouble.

This time McClane takes

on villainous Jeremy Irons.

Pl LR e et

upe 24th at 8:30 pm. Hosted
{)y William Shafner and

Leonard Nim it takes a

P
o s e

Evil genius Irons wants to de-
stroy the Big Apple and taunts
and teases McClane to
his ::ar:ﬁ;]ggeplatcd devices
located in the city wlh.ilc he
makes off with lots gold.
Sa:iltlﬁ,u ckar::-{: ane has
uel L Ja as a partner
who provides the comic relief
it's McClane who has to save

the day. Expect Die Hard 3 to
hyperactive action : Speed
upon speed.

NAME TYPE CAST :
1. Crimson Tide (Act/Thriller) Gene Hackman/Denzel
2. Fresh Dramal - Washington

) | Sean Nelson/Samuel L.

3. Crime Story (Action) Jackson
4. Ulzana's Western) Jackie Chan
5 R:*‘“d _ Burt Lancaster
5. Crazy Satari {Adventure)

Baul Mohin Shah

Continued from page 9
mous poet Nazrul [$lam, and
even went to Calcutta with
him, before he returned to his
home ground and to his first
wife Suru) Banu, who by this
time was ready to accept life
with huim.

"] alwaﬁs had thas spiritual
soul-searching feeli ttled
up inside me, and before | left
for Calcutta for the second
time | became a tollower of a
Pir |pious man). After his
death and my return, I sought
further enlightenment from
Kaka guru. Dewan Rashid, to
find my way by contempla-
tion and absorption to the
d}elqicy ﬂ;lch fthfunﬁ- and
philosophies ol lie,” ex-
plains. The followers and
shadhaks of Lolon, like Mu-
niruddin Shaheb, Darbesh
Mongol Shah, also taught
him. Exactly like a moth
transforming into a butterfly,

the me hosis of Mohi-
uddin into baul Mo-
hin Shah took place

o Bprrmggl oo
o y his s :
ﬁn, a mind similar to his and
they got married in 1951 But
this was only a temporary
tulfilment. By 1961 his second
wife died. and he lost all his
material bel to the vi-
plent Padma He roamed from
village to village to quench
the desire burning inside. I8

‘the

rocess he became closer
to the man he 1s now. His
admirers and fans loved him
more and called him Mon
Mohin. People of West Bengal
called hjmcﬁlnhjm Shah.

This extraordinary man for
whom there i1s no existence
other than his passion for
Lalon, and his sengs, wrote
about two thousand songs.
These numbers are not only
baul songs but also consist
folk songs, Murshidi, Bha-
tiali,Gazi etc.<[ even wrote
country songs and talked
about our language and liber-
ation in many of my num-
bers," he says with a smile, re-
calling an incident which led
to these creations.

- -::d w:ls in El-}_haka at ;
iend's place in February '52.
| was qu?te bored at that time
as my friend left for work in
the momings. So | decided to
spend my mornings at Ramna
Flrk. One day | met my old
riend Jasimuddin there. He
akked mtthl:’: ﬁ.:l:;ﬂxc him a
song on la.ngu‘:gr:
that mﬁ? | was totally i
dark about the movement
then, but was nevertheless
very to run his errand.
Finally when it was com-
pleted he asked me to ride a
cart and sing this lon1 to the
ople c:f uﬁlkl. t was
R'uarv 8 unwittingly)
| got beaten up L? police for

my act. Somehow | escaped
their clutches and left Dhaka.
On the day tollowing Febru-
ary 21, listening to the news |
r:atiiz:d i;hat 4 d:id withciut
understan eed properly.
Thus | stlrl'tl:% writing songs
abqut my country and its
Wars.

Mohin Shah, with his

‘vast knowledge and experi

ence, was never actually ‘on
air' in television or in any ra-
dio programme. He never re-
ally got any publicity, neither
din! El: opt tor it }(Dnc: in
1948 | was called to sing a
song in Radio Pakistan. | sang
a Lolon number which was
recorded. The next day 1 was
told to sing the same tune,
but with ditterent lyrics. I de-
clined such a th tless offer
and left,” he recalls.

A similar walkout, but on
different grounds, took
ten years ago in Khulna Betar
station. However he was tele-
cast in a BTV programme by
Abbasi and recorded for Tran:
scription by Apple Mahamud.
And a book with 105 of his
songs called Mohin Shah's
FPodaboli was published b
Bangla Academy, edited Ey
Dr Abul Ahsan Chowdhury.

Almost a centurian, this

man is a living history, his-

memory is an unread book.
Still strong as an youth, and
run by much stronger passion,
Mohin Shah sings high

itched numbers, dances to

is tunes and steals any show -

lace |

he is in. "Every other gaen

(singer) comes off the stage
just after singing two or three
numbers, but | am on stage
even after my fifth or sixth
number,” he smiles, happy at
the thought that people want
him.

But every era demands
changes, time will flow, bring-
ing about alterations. "To
keep pace with time, songs
will change. The original
Lalon tunes no longer exist,
instead of Lalon’'s harmonious
single tone songs of Dadracal (a
special rhythm) with the

mixture of mnstruments like .

saningda. dotara made these
songs lose their indigenous
traits and formats,” says Mo-
hin Shah who witnessed
throughout the century the
minor and detailed changes
that took place in Lalon's mu-

SiC.

Followers of Lalon like
Khoda Baksh ot Honarghat,
Amulyo Shah Dashi Fakir Ali
gave new rhythms to the ong:
inal numbers some 60, 70
years ago These were prac-
tised by Bihal Shah, Kanai
Shah, Mohendra Goswami
who sincerely attempted to
maintain the new style. But
later Mokshed Ali, Shah
Kupti converted these tunes
adapting more to modern
styles and Mohin Shah
worked on these trends bring:
ing thythms like Pubali. Bha
cralt. Thumr. Churur. Ramprosads
into Lalon and Baul songs.

i

dying man could not help and
EI;I;E himself, how {:allz: his
charm be of any use.

The saint Fakir replies that
if a saift wants he can use all
his powers for himself — but
then he will not be a saint.

A saint is one who only

) ﬁivcs everything he has and

oes not take or keep any-
thing for himself.

‘mmadcﬂmmm:f
) ai 8:30 pm.

lions of dollars worth of
- stolen paintings are recovered

~ On Sunday (25-6-95) at
pmon BTV, 4 M

Time Trax

Darien (Dale Midkiff -
sues a M!diﬂc East arms !lgl:
who kidnaps a scientist an
his flying invention from th
future. r

On Wednesday (28-6-95) a
9:00 pm on BTV

pecial on Star Plus

look at the Star Trek phe-
noOmenon, says a press releas
from Hong Kong. -

The show profiles the now
late creator of STAR TREK
Gene Roddenberty, and take
a look at STAR TREK'S in:
credible impact on populai
culture —'Trekkies', fa
clubs, conventions and more
Also, behind-the-scenes re
ports on the series and fea
ture films, a report on how
STAR TREK episodes ofter

-date presentday advance:
in science and technology, :
look at the social significanc
of the shows' episodes that
tackled contemporary issue:

of war, racism, and dru;
abuse. ;
The cial also takes a

insider's look at STAR TREK
THE NEXT GENERATION
including an exclusive start t
finish look at the making o
an episode from scripting
make-up and shooti an(
state of the art special etfects

ZEE TV

The Zee Horror Show : Raat
Episode : T/C : 25.06.95 (2200
Dr. Paul is a great scientis
He dies in a macabre accident
The authorities put his bunga
low and laboratory on auc
tion. Suddenly it i1s discov
ered that his wife is alive
Ajay, a friend of Dr. Pau
stops the auction. He inform
Dr. Paul's w]g[_e and ali:s her t
accompany him to t
low, but she refuses. Sm
him that a beast had killed .
passerby, ruined a girl an«
escaped and the Police fol
lowed him to the bungalow ¢
Dr. Paul
then ..o s
Andaz :&:mde : 41 TIC
23.06.95 ( ), 26.06.95 (0030
Rajpal gives Kapoor
dsome reward for his ser
vices on his retirement. Ka
poor accompanies Rajpal t
the airport. Rajpal witnesses
murder and lodges a polic
complaint. When Kapoor res
ches home, he hears that hi
son has been arrested for th
murder. He asks Rajpal not t
identify the killer by Rajpa
says that he will have t
reveal the truth. Urmila meet
Kapoor and tells him that sh
will save his son but he mus
reveal the name of the lawye
Hasratein : Episode : 13
27.06.95 (2200), 28.06.95 (0030
Madhavi forbids Savi t
wear skirts and instructs he
to wear only sarees. Uma 1
regnant and Vishal advise
I?u:r to abort the child.

“In a way | have also dam
aged the originality but the
again in order to keep th
essence alive, the songs alive
adapting to the c es an
demands of time was bes
thing. Out of popular deman
[ did this. Classical tunes we1
overridden anﬂ bﬁﬂtl:‘:n up b
easy to sing rhythmic tune
to Ervhich ?rcgnplt could danc
and at the same time hum v

*Nowadays followers wh
really understand and believ
in the philosophy have de
creased in number. There a
more and more students wh
don't understand the depth
of what they are singing, ye
still practice,” he says.

The regional dialect of e
ery individual is anothe
problem. The lyrics altered b
such tongues and the so
make no sense. Like ka
which in Bangla means deaf,
sung as kana which mean
blind. So when kana's 'don’
hear,' it indeed becomes
problem!

This high-spirited ba
thinks that the presgnt tren

of worship through songs, ar
devotion in his cult, wlfl. b
restored in tume. “lh m

opiunion this beul mela wa
organised by haul mindec
fbet,épll’: and they are one glor
ied movement. If this ai
pems more frequently in t
Clpltﬂl, then bhau! literatur
and culture will surely s¢
new horizons.”



