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HERITAGE
Muktijuddho Museum

JKTJUDDHO Smiiti
Trust 1n a press brie-
fing declared their in-

tention to open a Muktijud-
dho Museum in the heart of
Nhaka city. In their first ever
press conference on June 19
the Trustee met the press at 5
Segun Bagicha, the premises
where the museum will be
located, and announced that
documents, papers, photo-
¢ aphs, information, personal
belongines of treedom tighters
and other martyrs and all
kinds of memorabilia from the
rreat liberation war will be

ept in the museum for
people to see

An appeal was also made

tov all to come forward to as-
<151 in achieving this dream
that every citizen of
Bangladesh has — the dream
to house a museum where the
spirit and glory, tragedies and
achievements of the great
Liberation War will be vividly
<hown so that every genera-
tion 1s reminded of 1971
when this Bangalee nation
united to fight ngpmssiml and
inhumanity and gained na-
tionhood.
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The Muktijuddho Smriti
Trust was conceived by a
group of members sharin
similar thought, respect an
pride for the War ot Libera
tion of Bangladesh. It is their
common sentiments for the
martyrs of the war and their
felt need to honour the great
sacrifices for the struggle tor
freedom, that had led to the
formation ot this trust

The Trust teels, 1t 1s untor-
tunate that even after 24
years of independence no
concerted effort has been
made by -uccessive govern-
ments O preserve its spirit.
Rather, hustory has been re
peiu:di distorted to meet
the political interests of
veatrg quarters. It 1s unfortu-
nate that the new generation
has very little opportunity to
learn about the tragedies, sac-
rifices and ¢lories of the Lib-
eration War.

The Trust had been estab-
lished particularly to preserve
the sites where, in 1971,
freedom fighters and victims
of the war were buried, sites
of tortures by Pakistan Army
and their collaborators an
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spots where important battles
were tought, and to establish
a memorial museum

In the absence ol any sin-
cere cltort by the govern-
ment, the Trust teels 1n-
volvement of people com-

mitted to the spirit of libera-
tion 1s essential tor preserva.
ton of such memories,

and

i

Muktijuddho Smriti
Trust: Aims and

* The Trust shall identify
and preserve sites that had
been significant in the libera-
tion war. These may Ee im-

ortant battle sites, killing
ields and graves of freedom
fighters or other victims of
mass killinﬁeby the Pakistan
Army and their henchmen Al-
Badr, Al-Shams and Razakars.

* The Trust shall directly
take responsibility for proper
care and construction of
memorials befitting this great
moment in the history of this
nation and to give proper
shape and 1mportance to the
sites.
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Magazine

in the City

that a "private initiative"
must be taken at the earliest,
initially to "identify these his
toric sites and subsequently
to work towards their preser-
vation” for new generation
and ftor posterity to be aware
of their history and heritage.

—Akku Chowdhury

In selective cases, the
Trust shall give financial or
other help to individuals or
organizations committed to-
wards the same objectives.
*“The Trust shall create
awareness and promote par-
ticipation of the community
to show respect to and pre-
serve sanctity of the land-

*The Trust shall promote
the history and the spirit of
the Liberation ar of
Bangladesh by ing avail-
able mementos of the war
dﬂcu?:nt:t;nd hg?rm:tiun
regarding war by printing
books, periodicals and pro-
duci_:l}ﬁ:idcm and cassettes.

’ Trust will work to-
wards the establishment of a
Muktijuddho Smriti Museum
to uphold the reality of the
War of Liberation in all its
aspects.

*The Trust shall promote
and disseminate the knowl-
edge and spirit of the Libera
tion War by organizing liter-
ary awards, scholarships,

workshops /seminars. It also
hopes to organize video and
film shows and photographic
exhibitions.
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Black Waters, two

islands 1n a far-flung
part ot the Indian subconti
nent could be the answer to
Westerners' quest for a new
unspoiled heaven on earth

The Andaman and Nicobar
Islands are a tounst delight, so
far untouched by invading
armies of Japanese and Amen:
can visitors 1in search of new
destinations unkmown to Eu-
ropeans and other tourists

Actually gloser te Indone-
sia than to Indian ports, the
Andamans have remained an
exotic, back-of-beyond desti
nation even for local tourists

Access 18 a problem tor
would-be visitors because the
islands — particularly Nico-
bar — are verboren to all for-
eigners and even to Indians.
Nicobar 1s a Tribal Protected
Area and a special permit is
needed to go there.

Indian authorities . have
adopted a cautious approach,
discouraging visitors from
coming face-to-face with even
'not-so-hostile tribes of the 1s-
lands. The official policy is to
leave the tribes alone.

Iromically, a perennial at-
traction of the Andaman and
Nicobar 1slands 1s the very
same protected tribal group.
The islands’ inhabitants are
believed to be among the
world's most primitive tribes.
Six aboniginal tribes inhabit
this grodp of islands with the
Sentinalese, found in the

Good News in the Bu

POWER  CELLS: Like
electricity, the power cells in
the power generation public
sector have positive and neg-
ative polarities (plus and mi-
nus|. The government is firm
on neutralizing the vested
groups ot the negative ac-
tivists within these organisa-
tions, resisting the privatisa-
tion ur intusion of private in-

+ vestment in tieups in keeping

with the modern open market
trend. Timed with the an-
nouncement of the creation of
new Power (Transfer| Cells b
the government, the veste

. ¢oterie inside have started

public agitation by rousing
the labour unions to resist the
move and agitate for a
‘powertul” merger of PDB,
DESA and REB. The union
leaders are not telling the
workers one single important
point: from where the private
sector will get the thousands

| of trained personnel to run
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Heaven is Out of Bounds

North Sentinal Island, being
the most hostle

The Jarawa, which 1s of
Negrito stock, 15 the most
feared tribe But even as
myths and legends about the
Jarawas abound, local enwvi-
rommentalists believe they
only attack when provoked
Among the things Jarawas
comsider as grave provocation
is the hunting of wild boar in
their island. They seek out
hunters for days, if need be,
to kill them

The Andamans' obvious
appeal has India's Department
of Tounism hghting deter
minedly to develop the is-
lands as tourist destinations.

But the Department of En-
vironment and "Green" bm-
gades are equally determined
to block their plans. They fear
greed for dollars will destroy

some of the most unspoiled
parts of the country

Senior Officials say: "We

want to promote the emerald
isles (Andaman and Nicobar|
as a4 major tourist destination,
but without damaging its

uiet retreats In other words,
the ecosystems will not be
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the privatised business, ex-
cept through the transfer or
reemployment of the existing
hands’ It takes years to train a

rson and many more years

or him to gain experience.

Skilled personnel cannot be
plucked from the trees. The
activities of the notorious
vested groups inside (they are
a minority| should be crushed
mercilessly by the peoples’
government.

TELECOM: The same tYE
ot gang 1s operating in the
public telecom sector making
telephones in Bangladesh the
most ¢xpensive in the world,
and service also may be the
worst in the world [the
solution may be all-out fixed
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OLICE officers in

ETHICS
Britain are a the

P last in the world to

remain unarmed in the course
of their routine duties. Except
for the regulation baton and
pair of handcuffs carried by
the "Bobby" on the beat, no
British police officer — man
or woman — ‘carries a
revolver or any other lethal
weapons. But over the past
few years, an increasing num-
ber of officers have been com-
ing under fire while patrolling
the streets or carrying out

other acts of law-enforcement.

In a number of cases the offi-
cers involved have been. seri-
ously wounded, even killed.
Thus there has been mounting
concern that the police are
simply not well enou

equipped to deal effectively

with today's crinmiinal class.

The police Federation —
the professional organisation
for the police-force in Britain
— have very recently carried
out a huge survey of police
otficers to find out from them
at first hand what they really
telt about the situation. The
debate over arms has surface
because a growing number of
police officers have been at-
tacked with firearms. Only

Changing Values: The British Scene

last April 28-year old police
eonstable Philip Walters was
Funnf:d down in East London.
In Iﬁ.e 'ﬂi'-::st YErk:;hir; region
in Northern England, there
were nearly eight hundred as-
saults on the police in last
year alone and now each offi-
cer is issued with bullet-pro-
tective vest. Four times a year
its fire-arms officers undergo
intensive weapons and tactics
training. But although the
threat from gun-toting crimi-
nals has increased, most po-
lice officers still feel strongly
that the police should not
routinely armed.

* In the recent survey — the
biggest ever ballot held by the
Police Federation — all
126,000 officers were asked

for I

be routinely allowed

to carry arms in the line of

duty. Of these, 74,000
replied. Out of these again,
79% rejected routine arming,
but 83% said "Yes" to an in-
crease in the number of offi-
cers with access to arms. One
officer, who has been in the
police-force for the last eigh-

by Sagar Chaudhury

teen years, said: "I would re-
sign if was required to carry a
un.... I am not prepared to
ave the responsibility (of
carrying a fire-armyj-......... :
is officer is not alone in
expressing such sentiments.
police-forces in the coun-
try currently have armed-re-
sponse units that are available

twenty-four hours a day and .

there are other officers who
believe that these specially
equipped units are tﬁ best
way of tackling armed crimi-
nals. Besides, there have been
a few cases recently where the
police have been criticised for
over-reacting, even where
highly trained officers have
been involved. So many po-
lice personnel do not think
that the force can cope with
situations where every officer
carries a gun — that is to
say, the option between life
and death — in his hand.
The Police Authorities,
which are the civilian bodies
monitoring police perfor-
mance, believe that the Bri-

tish public too do not want to
see the police routinely
armed. In their opinion, not
every individual who quali-
fiers to enter the police-force
is mentally and mchulugiv
cally equipped to handle fire-
arms, and certainly not the
more violent and vicious fire-
arms that now have to be
used on occasions to counter
the more violent and vicious
criminals.

So it appears that argu-
ments such as these have won
the day. The ballot by police
officers could help maintain
— for the time, being at least
— the traditional picture of
the British "Bobby" — helmet
and truncheon, but no g:m -
although it remains to be seest’
for how long.
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Britain is one country in
the world where the Royalty
and the Aristocracy have tra-
ditionally found a safe haven
wherein to hold on to those
values which help preserve
them as a class apart from the

riffraff. Most of these people
are owners of historic family
mansions and estates where
they have for generations
lived a life of leisure and plea-
sure suitable for a privileged
class. But alas! times are
changing first and the
economies of scale are catch-
ing up with them even faster.

The minor royals and aristo-
crats of the country are falling
on hard times. No longer able
to maintain the rising costs of
their stately country homes,
many of them are being
forced to sell up and leave.
They have no cheice, really.
The average "family seat"
costs nearly £ 120, a rear
to run, including £ 8,000 to £

10,000 a year for heat and

light and about £ 30,000 for
the team of people it requires
to keep the gardens and
Ernunds lnﬂkinﬂ' beautiful.

ecently even the Queen's
cousin, the Duke of Glouces-
ter, had to move his whole
family out of their country es-
tate and into their London

residence at Kensington
Palace which 1s filling up with

"distressed royal families."
Traditionally, owners of

historic houses received help

from the British Government

in the form of tax allowances

and grants to restore their
houses as long as they were
willing to open these houses
to the public. But in recent
years the Government has —
rather, has been obliged to —
cut these Erants quite drasti-
cally, making it extremely
difficult for the owners to
meet the spiralling costs of
maintenance, On the other
hand, they are under even
greater pressure because by

law the houses must be main-
tained using the materials of
which they are made — for
example, expensive stones —
while their farming incomes
are falling. So in many cases
the owners are having to sell
the big house and perhaps
move into a smaller house on
the estate. A number of own-
ers have gone to the National
Trust, the charity that has the
responsibility of preserving
traditional historic properties,
and the Trust has bought the
house and the family has been

iven the chance to keep a

at or an apartment in a part
of the house But in many

it i’ just as

damaged 1n any way ’

A major concern is the
llution and
environmental degradation
problems once tourists flock
to the islands. It may be more
difficult to maintain ecological
balance in the islands
especially with the basic
lem of lack of water .
One of the hotels n
Blair has, in fact, begun using
sea water for fl its toi-
lets while wvisitors to the
Cinque island are advised to

_MEI

carry their own drinking wa-
ter

Tourism planners in the
Andamans face other peculiar
challenges including lack
of reli communication, in-
ter-island transportation and
adequate accommodation.
Additional flights and ferry
services from the mainland.

are also needed to bring in
more and more tourist.

Despite the heavy dtmﬂ,-

there is alternate
Indian ms ' m
Calcutta and Madras to Port

Blair, with nF more than 100
assengers. Two private air-
fm have llrud-ypnshown in-
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wireless/cellular system now
tast coming into vogue, w

the total global investment is
shooting into tens of billions
of dollars,
reports in the trade journals).
The private sector alone can
never meet the ever-
increasing demand for new
telephones in the country in
the next ten or fifteen years.
Herc¢ also the technical
personnel from the public sec-
tor will have to man the ser-
vices, and train up the new-
entry staff. The Bangladesh
T&T Board Amendment Bill
has just been introduced in
the Parliament during the
budget session. This is a move
in the right direction. There
are many types of hostage-
takers in the country, includ-
ing some powerful sharks in

‘the public sector. It is the

duty of the government to
break these powerful cartels
who are acting against the
public interest.

NGO DIVERSIFICA-
TION: Good news that the
Islamic Bank is going to par-
ticipate in the NCO activities
in the rural sector. This will
provide a balancing effect in
the NGO sourcing, in view of
some kind of negative 1
of some of the NCO wnrg,
csg'eciall? by the foreign
NGOs, drawing stionable
reactions from the public at

other cases, sadly, they have
moved completely away and
severed all links with the
buildings and lands which
have perhaps been in their
tamily for generations.

Britain's Aristocracy has
been under this pressure for
about a hundred years. Their
decline began in the 1880's
when the price of land be
to fall. Since then, a combi-
nation of mismanagement,
death duties or inheritance
E::t gndhluwfmincgl_nts from

ming has forced increasing
numbers of the landed gentry
out of their ancestral homes.
In the last twenty years alone,
more than five hun coun-
try estates have been sold by
the Aristocracy. Their homes
may ultimat:nzlbc turned into
hotels or conierence centres
or simply fall into disrepair,
which would indeed a gc a
great pity.
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The London newspaper
The Sunday Times brings out
every year a line-up of the
wealthiest people in Britain.
Facetiously called "The Rich
List", the recently published
line-up for 1995 claims that
over the last twelve months
the combined total wealth of
the five hundred richest peo-
Elﬂ in the country has fallen

y nearly ten thousand mil-
lion Fnunds, which proves
that it money is hard to make,

“;ard to keep. At
the top ot the Sunday Times
Rich List tor two years 1n suc-

cession have been the Rausing
brothers, who left their own
country Sweden to come Bri-
tain and made a tortune -

over >000 milthon pounds —

trom a new design tor plastic
milk containers. But at the

end ol last vear thewr business

mterests were tound to have
lost move than an estimated
1000 million pounds and
their company 1s still stagger
ing from the impact of the
loss. The general depression
which has been attlicing Bni
tain's economy for the past
five years or so, charactensed
by falling share prices and a
dormant property market, has
adversely attected the wealthy

terest in operating flights to
=oe lﬁugh th::lIE -

s A De nt
of Civil Aviation hasmcklmd a
project to extend the runway
to accommodate bigger air-
craft like the airbus and full-
load 737s, experts, point out
that this will take a couple of
years.

An altermative is to de
velop a high-class low-volume
tourism as in the case of the

Officials say there are plans
to develop bcnchésmts 1n
more picture I
sikahdind inldade. Thin thate
are cruises along mangrove-
lined lagoons and tropical rain
forests and magical miles of
colourful ceral reefs.

However, there are no
ferry services. Boat charter to

visit the most pi 18-
land of Cin Pﬁm

850 rupees | 51?}p¢rh:¢f
The nm:d has acres of coral
reefs with rare tishes of all
coleurs.

The lack of inter-island
communications has halted a
move by the Department of

ist with a

dget Season

according to '

Tourism to float global ten-
ders so beaches can be leased
to Indian and foreign compa-
nies for devel
sorts. One beac
has already been booked by a
Roriadusst's

t as re-
at Havlock

non-resident Indian

R

While the government is
rightly concentrating on the
development activities in the
rural areas, in view of the
open market economy, our
small businessmen in the ur-
ban area have to be trained
by the NGOs in the science
and art of marketing. The ru-
ral groups have to be taught
q\uFu}r control, storage, mar-
keting and distribution tech-
niques (eggs, poultry, cheese,
mﬂk potatoes, fruits and veg-
etable products). The rural
coorcmti?:s,_wi amateurish
background in management,
have to be imparted profes-

sional trai in these lines.
The local and foreign NGOs
are a suitable mechanism to

impart the knowledge and
field experience. An inte-
grated master plan is neces-
sary for guideline; the techni-
cal manuals may be prepared
separately in phases.

NEW CUEH.ICULA FOR
SCHOOLS: The announce-
ment of the preparation of
new curricula tor the Sbk and
HSC is most wel =it 1s
time our education system is
made up-to-date and more
practical. So long the
objective on the part of the
student was simlzln}l};m pass
the examination. univer-
sity syllabi have also been re-
cast for international recogni-
tion. The loopholes in the vo-
cational and technical train-
ing, adult education, and non-
formal education are also be-
ing looked into . These mea-
sures will bring in some fresh
air in the stale academic envi-
ronment. Let us not talk
about campus violence!

and the tortunes ot the 500
wealthiest people have fallen
by an average of £ 20 million
per head. But although the
Anstocracy have been the
hardest-hit group so far, there
are still one hundred and one
of them on the Rich List, in-
cluding the monarch ot the
realim.

For years Queen Elizabeth
II had Lee:n topping the list
but new and stricter rules on
defining personal wealth have
relegated the Queen to the
seventeenth position, below
such commoners as the fi-
nancier James Goldsmith and
the head of the Virgin Empire,
Richard Brason. However,
much ot this decline in the
Queen's tortunes is due to the
decision not to include her art
collection in the assessment of
her wealth. This collection
contains, among others,
20,000 Old Master drawings
and paintings and has been
valued at up to £ 10 billion.

There have been, of
course, some rises as well as
declines over the past twelve
months. For example, the
Bamtord tamily who make
construction equipment, and
the newspaper pu lished Vis-
count Rothermere have
climbed up the ladder There
1s also Robert Earl who has
teamed up with Hollywood
stars Arnold Schwarzenegger
and Sylvester Stallone to de-
velop the Planet Hollywood
restaurants, one of which is
located at the West End 1n
London. He 1g only 143rd on
the list, but he 15 well on his
way to becoming the world s
hirst bilhonawre restauranteur
Leading higures from  the
world of mu~ic and enter
tainment also teature near the
top of the hst Ex Beatle Paul
McCartney 1» at the 2(th po
sitton. tollowed closelv by
Andrew Llovd Webber the
producer ot such blockbuster
musicals as "Cats” and "Evita
which have beon seen around
the world to full houses
A cing rockers Elton John
Phill Collins and Mick | I
are turther down the list bur
not too tar be hind



