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~ SAVE DHAKA ROUNDTABLE

. poor must get due share

By Schrezad Joﬁ Monami Latif

In recent decades, Dhaka Both Rana and Mills, Resi-

has seen a rapid growth in its
urban population without a
corresponding expansion in
public utility services. Too
much of Dhaka's populace
live in overcrowded areas
where minimum facilities for
survival, safe water, sanitation
and other basic amenities are
lacking.

The poor contribute to ev-
sry aspect of city life and
a crucial role in the nati
t:cnnnmg'c J)articullrl‘y in the
unrecor informal sectors.

To save Dhaka we must
first take the majority of its
people into account and they
are not Daily Star readers or
those who drive around in
cars and complain that the
city is "heading the way of
B ok".

There are NGOs and a few
government departments
working with the urban poor
but much of the thrust of
donor and NGO work is in
the rural areas.

These observations were
made at the Daily Star-BUET
Roundtable on Save Dhaka
held here recently.

* P Rana of the Asian Devel-
opment Bank and Pierre Lan-
dell Mills of the World Bank
were among donors' represen-
tatives preseht at the
Roundtable. As foreigners but
very much residents of the
city, they both expressed
their concern as "developer/
partners” at the rising tratfic,
pollution and other problems
in the city. Mills commented
in his presentation that Dhaka
"was heading the way of
Bangkok". He further com-
mented that with a 2 per cent
population, growth in Dhaka
city, things needed to be
shifted to other cities. "We
need to create cities that
work."

dent sentatives of the
ADB the World Bank, re-
rﬂwh. had suggestions in
'ﬂ!ir short presentations at

The ADB is currently

mi‘# on three projects for
Mthhw Prog‘:'{rhﬂc l:.n;t:

taken from the government,
raised and given to landless
urban dwellers. Another
ject, the Integrated Urban
Services Project, maintains
roads, bridges and sanitation
in the capital and at district
and levels. Rana said
that "nwral tn-urban migration
is a om not a disease.
The is poverty which
needs a three- atfack
i::ll:g: Imknll d istrict an
Both Rana and Mills agreed
that problems have to be
tackled seriously by all con-
cerned. Implementation of
some fundamental things such
as collection of taxes and ex-
pansion of NGO involvement
1s necessary. "The thrust of
activity should be aimed at
combating urban poverty."
"Dhaka must be saved for the
poor as well. They constitute
majority of urban dwellers
afterall,” Rana said, echoing
the sentiments of most of the

other icipants.
hmhmhldathrw-

B.rt s stion for "Saving
haka". , there should be
more workshops for critique
and analysis. All, including
the poor, must be taken into

at

account and a le eable
to all classes of people must
be arrived at.

Two, interest must be cre-
ated among citizens. Instead

of complaining about the lack
of action by government de-
partments the citizens need to

Ershad, another indicted
by special court

Deposed president HM Er-
shad was indicted yesterday
in yet another case of corrup-
tion and misuse of official po-
sition, reports BSS.
Divisional Sessions Judge
and Special Judge, Dlel,
Ansaruddin Sikder, formally
C d Ershad under Section
5(1)(d) of Section 2 of the
Prevention of Corruption Act
of 1947 for reiristating a gov-
- ernment servant more than a
decade after his dismissal on

disciplinary grounds.

The charge was framed
nearly twenty months after
the special court was formed
to hear the Special Case No
33 of 1993. delay was at-
‘tributed to a number of rea-

e e Seppecisy
tﬁmpts to shift the case from

- the original court to another
court.

. Ershad is the principal ac-
ﬁ.seql, while Sultan Alam

ullick, once the rinten-
dent of Suhrawardy Hospital
‘and the employee in question,
is the abettor.

~ Judge Sikder charged Mul-

under Section 5(2) of the Pre-
vention of C Act of
1947 and Section 109 of the

.Bmﬁmhf'malm.

; e Ersl!;;duand Mullick
-en “not guilty” pleas,
' ' ﬁxghﬂjrﬂior

The ju )
recording the deposition of

prosecution witnesses.
By misusing his official
ition and status, Ershad
d violated set rules in
ing<he reinstatement of
-accused Mullick, vice
ident of the Jatiya Sramik
arty, more than ten vears

ﬁr mhﬂual to mnsnlidfhte
g itical organisation, the
the state exchequer to suffer a

Joss of Taka one lakh thirty-

two thousand
tion charge said.

After being reinstated ille-
fal] , Mullick received Taka
,32,061.49 as salary and be-
nefits enjoyed government
accommodation until

31.5.94, the charge added.
Mullick was put under

the prosecu-

suspension last April, it is
learnt.

" After the charge was read
out, Ershad told the court

that neither in Mullick’s ap-
plication ]'lilnifiﬂ inthethr: brief

ven to r purpose
ﬂ-‘u it mentioned that the co-
accused was a vice president
of the Jatiya Sramik Party.

The FIR was lodged on
2.1.1992 and a charge-sheet
Euthsubqlij:t:d uhnu .E.E??S.

e original charge-sheet
Ershad was the lone :
Mullick was made a co-ac-
cused in the supplementary
charge-sheet submitted in
February this year.

‘Drainage conge;i:ion_

From Page 1
mm and Patuakhali 665 mm
as inst 482 mm.

An expert explained that
the normal amount of rainfall
i1 an area during a cular
period is calculated Eir:lnrq-

-ing the total rainfall in the

- area during the past 30
-as per the stmj’::d fo

g the World Meteorological
gamisation.

. . The Bramhaputra basin
usually becomes more vulner--
_n_lzjlg ltn fl}?ﬁd durin%th: pe-
‘riod June- when it experi-
ences the i um rainfall.
The G s basin becomes
vulnerable to thfinud when it

‘and the Ganges
same time, experts say. :
e They note thet earah al

‘rain water from the hilly re-
‘gions in the con-

‘tributes more to flood in

‘Bang] tl:::h than the rainfall
Wi country does.
.. Monsoon begins

in

Editor : Mahfuz Anam
. Printed & Published by A. 8. Mahmud,

in the first week of
June. "In the wake of a de-
pression recently, the mon-
SOOn was ruﬂ;i?lted mﬁr the
country resulting in hea
ke withia & very s
spanof t " an expert said.
During the same period,
heavy rainfall also occurred in
the northeastern region of In-
dia - particularly Assam, Mi-
zoram and of West Ben-
gal. The rain water from the
mﬂm#m to the
comparati -lying areas
of through some

hltycn,mnnnm:iicde-
pressions weré formed over
north Bay and all of those
moved tow

"Absence of monsoonic

depression over B h
caused deficiency rain.

About 26 cent 0
ted to drou&ht in the nort-
hern region of the country last
year," said Sajedur Rahman.
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. mented that no money

get together and act on their
own initiative. This will be
fashioned after the good
neighbour organizations’ in
the West, where each com-
munity will take care of their
concerns by voicing their

S.

Three, Mills urged the
huvcrnmtnt along with the
ayor to set up a Coordina-
tion Committee Council,
which Mayor Hanif had sug-
F:lt:d in his presentation ear-
ier. This would held coordi-
nation among different de-
rtments and agencies wor-

Ing in service sectors.

Humayun Khadeem of Ra-
juk in his presentation com-
nee-
ded from the World Bank to
save Dhaka. Proper taxation,
revenue collection and a
single body in-charge of the
city can solve the rapid ur-
banization problems.

Landell Mills appreciated
Khadeem's observations but
however said the World Bank
was ready to give money to
help develop ka, provided
there was a coherent plan and
an agency appointed to hel
administer the overall devel
opment.

From the discussion at the
Save Dhaka Roundtable
Conference the measures a
peared clear. Dhaka needs
more activities that would en-
sure a better standard of liv-
ing for the poor transport for
female employees, and im-
proved tratfic control (and
this does not mean getting rid
of rickshaws), better sanita-
tion facilities and sewage con-
trol (public toilets for women
for example). The list o
things that need to be done to
save Dhaka are numerous but
not insurmountable.

SC Bar accords
reception to
Justice T H Khan

Justice T H Khan was ac- |

corded a reception yesterday
l&y the Bangladesh Supreme

ourt Bar Association on his
election as a Judge of the In-
ternational Tribunal for
Rwanda constituted by the
United Nations Organisation
(UNO), reports BSS.

Presided over by Zillul
Huq, Vice President of the
bar, the reception was also
addressed by senior advocates

Si:ﬂﬂ Huq, Kazi Golam
Mahbub, Golam Dastagir, H K
Abdul Hye, Tofael Ahmed
ands A FM Ali Azgar.

pﬁil.kl on € oCCasion
Justice T ?fgl{han said that he
would try to put in his etforts

to ensurc proper functiunimi-
of justice in the internationa
ibunal.

He said his election as a
judge of the tribunal was not
only his credit but also credit
for all. It is a unique recogni-
tion of our '_JIE iciary. He
sought prayer from all so that
he can perform his job hon-
estly,

8 shot as JCD
factions clash
in Pabna
From Our Correspondent .

PABNA, June 21: At least
six persons received bullet
injuries during a gunbattle re-
portedly between the two fac-
tions of the Jatiyatabadi Ch-
hatra Dal (JCD| at Moynamati
under Pabna 111u;t71:i+r:.ilztﬁil:lt*j,r this
evening.

The clash occurred follow-
ing a dispute over keeping
stronghold in the locality,
sources said.

- Faridpur JCD clashes
UNB adds: Fifteen people

_were injured and 10 vehicles,
damaged in sporadic clashes

between two groups of Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) {n
Faridpur today.

Witnesses said the clash
erupted following declaration
of the party’s new district

committee today.

Pirates attack
trawlers, loot
goods in Barisal
From Staff Correspondent

~ BARISAL, June 21: Armed
pujtﬂs looted fish, fishi :
and engine spare parts, includ-
ing about Taka ten lakh from
four trawlers, some 70 kilo-
metres off Patharghata thana
headquarters early yesterday.
According to the Fishing
Trawlets' Owners Association
of Patharghata, a gang of 20
to 125 pirates on board an

s B VRS,

s Sonia, FB Sonar Bangla and

FB Daria one after another.

_ The pirates also beat so
fishermen and threw three o
them — Barek, 27, Jalil, 39,
and Salam, 31 — into the sea.

FB Daria was later taken to
Patharghata by another fish-
g trawler

] [ ]

activities now
L]
in 359 thanas

State Minister for Finance
Mojibor Rahman yesterday
informed the Jatiya
that Grameen B activities
have been extended to 359
thanas of the country, reports
BSS.

Replying to a question
from Treasury Bench member
Mohammad Niamat Ullah
(Dhaka 12), the state minister

said the bank has an invest-
ment of Taka 5,208 crore.

Answering to a supple-
mentary from Alamgir Hyder
Khan (Chandpur 6), the state

minister said the Grameen
Bank charges eight per cent
interest on housing credit and
20 per cent on other rural
credit per annum.

Rahman said the banking
division of the Ministry of Fi-
nance supervises the activities
of the Grameen Bank, but the
rate of interest on loan of the
bank 1s decided by the board
of directors of the k.

To another supplementary
from whip Ashral Hossain,
Rahman said the Grameen
Bank is involved in various
SOCI0-ecOnNoOmIic activities in
the rural areas.

The rate of recovery of
credit extended by the
Grameen Bank is over 90 per
cent, the state minister said in
reply to another supplemen-

tary.
Manzur murder:
Col Kamaluddin

on remand again

By Court Correspondent

Lt Col (retd) Kamaluddin
Bhuiyan, arrested Sunday in
connection with the Manzur
murder case, has been placed
on police remand for one
more day.

After the expiry of a two-
day remand, Kamaluddin
Ehuiﬁm was produced before
the chief metropolitan Magis-
trate's court yesterday.

The CID police had made

a prayer for a further five-day
remand.

A bail petition was also
moved on behalf of Kamal-
uddin. -

Police halts Nirmul's
march toward
PM's Secretariat
By Staft Correspondent

The Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee staged a demon-
stration in the city yesterday
demanding the Excrusiﬂn of
the names of the "war crimi-
nals," including Golam Azam,
from the voters' list

The members of the
committee also held a rally in
tront of the Tativa Press Club
betore proceeding towards the
Prime Minister's Secretariat.

The anti-liberation forces
should not be given the right
to vote, the Nirmul commit-
tee leaders said.

The police halted the pro-
cessionists at the Bangla Mo-
tor crossing and did not allow
them to proceed towards the
PM's secretariat.
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Imran Khan, the former Pakistan erichet captain and
Jemima Goldsmith leaving Richmond Registry Office in

London after their civil marriage Tuesday.

— AFP photo

Writ against ex-CEC's return to SC

Hearing continues

By returning to the High
Court Division, Justice Mo-
hammad Abdur Rouf had "not
only jumped the constitu-
tional provision but also
jumped the terms of his ap-
pointment,” the High Court
was told yesterday, reports
UNB.

"It the appointment letter
as CEC gave Justice Rouf the
mandate to complete the
elections of 1991 and come
back to the High Court Divi-
sion, then he has failed and
ignored it,” Barrister Amirul
Istam told the court.

He further said that Justice
Rout had chosen not to come
back to the court although
the elections were over in
February 1991. If he was
asked to return to the bench
after completing the 1996
elections, EL had come back
without completing the prime
task, the lawyer added.

Actually, Justice Rout's
ambition was one of facilitat-
ing and ambivalent, he said.

As the hearing on the writ
petition resumed yesterday
Additional Attorney Genera
Abdul Wadud Khandaker filed
affidavits i opposition for the
three rtsp(mcﬁznts — Justice
Rouf, the Registrar of the
Supreme Court and the Law
Secretary.

The writ c:hailenﬁing the

Justice

Russian deputy Vyacheslav Mrichev, dressed as Chechen
toy gun yesterday as other deputies of the Duma, lower house of
confidence vote in the government which was passed. Story on page 8.

L
%

e

From Page 1
yesterday.

The rivers Surma and
Kushiara were still flowi
above danger-levels at al
points in the region. Sylhet's
road communication with
Biswanath and Jagannathpur
thanas have been cut off tol-
lowing t £ a br
at Kuma iswanath.
Road communication with

Gowainghat, Jaintapur,
and )

Kanaighat Compan )

thanas remained nM?gt

the seventh day yes :
Dulal Miah, 35, drowned

in flood water at Company-
ganj thana headquarters. Ty&-
jammaul Ali, 40, of wvillage
Lalakhal in Jaintapur was
washed away while collecting
a floating tree.

Meanwhile, bodies of six

grms were recovered in

owainghat vesterday and

Rouf is holding the office of a
judge of the Appellate Divi-
sion was tiled by convenor of
the "Council for Lawyﬁs“,
Advocate Shamsul uq
Chowdhury, on June 11.
Barrister Islam said Justice
Rout was inspired to come
back to the HC Division in
order to fill the wvacancy
through promotion or eleva-
tion, which he must have
known by way of understand-
ing with by the government.

He cited several relevant
articles of the Constitution‘in
favour of his contention that
the services of judges is ser-
vice under the Republic and
anyone after serving as CEC
cannot be appointed in the
service of the Republic.

"Our main concern is with
the independence of the judi-
ciary" which, Islam said, is in-
herent in the proclamation of
Bangladesh.

Equality and social justice
cannot be ensured if the judi--
ciary is not separated trom
the executive and separation
of the judiciary is ensured by
Article 22 of the Constitu-
tion, he said, indicating that
the appointment of Justice
Rouf to the Appellate Divi-
sion was imposed by the ex-
ecutive,

The hearing resumes to-

?? By

ter S

& _- ‘.l..'..

Pt e
.......

......
5 .

s e

R 7 i e R

hamil Basayev, points a
parliament, discuss the no-
— AFP photo

the day before. They are,
Manotasha, 45 and his 6-year
old son of PanchsHatirkhel tea

rden, Shanti Miah, 35, and

asuda Begum 2, of Dhaker-
par, Luthfur Miah, 9 and an-
other boy unidentified of Is-
lampur, all under Jafflong
union.

All the bodies were floated
in the flood waters because
there was no dry place for
burial

All the educational institu-
It:icﬂ:n’ in Balaganj thana have

n .
Owur Muulvibl;n Core-
spondent reports: Flood situ-
ation in the &hmﬂ; -
ali;htl sterday waters
of tl'lc?ﬁml and the Dholai
ivers started receding.
= However, road communi-
cation in Iuﬂ-l’ultnll and
Brahmannagar

routes remained snapped

Flood situation worsens

the sixth day yesterday as the
roads were ,;till under three

. feet water at many points.
According to Lﬂ district

control room, flood had in-
undated 38 out of 67 unions
of Moulvibazar covering an
area of 500 square kilometres
affecting about 3.5 lakh peo-

le.

: Our Correspondent from
irajganj reports: Eight people
drowned in Shlhlld:nr on
flood waters engulfed more
areas breaking the Jamuna

embarkment yesterday. The
victims were Aminul 6

Rafiqul, 11, Rahman 9,
Sabina, 7, Alim 155I, Ramija
Khatun 50, one not be
lI |I[. l.

Our Correspondent from
Rangpur adds: More areas

were flooded in Rangput
yesterday.

e —

L . SN X

DHAKA THURSDAY, JUNE -22,-1995

The Midnight File

US to support Lanka against LTTE
‘MADRAS, India, June 21: US ambassador to India Frank
Wisner saxd today that Washington would support Sri Lanka

x:mt Tamil separatist rebels
guerillas. "We are watching

seeing no arms reached
activities of the LTTE

very, very carefully, both internationally and in the US,*
Wisner told a news conference, referring to the Liberation

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), reports Reuter.

JS debate on MPs

From Page 1
MPs.
Article 67 (1) (b) of the

Constitution says that a
member will vacate his seat if
he remained absent for 90
consecutive sitting days,
without the leave Parlia-
ment. T

Today is private mem-
bers' day. So the 1ssue is
likely to come up again at
next week's first sitting,

Four ministers took part in
yesterday's debate. State Min-

1ster for Establishment
\einiil Hiia, Shipping Wik
ter MK Anwar State

Minister for Textile Abdul
Mannan raised various points
ing that the relevan -
would not be’ applica to
the absentee members. On the
contrary, Education Minister
Jami in Sircar said the
rules were very clear and
would be applicable to the
absentee :
»the floor at 7-45 pm to com-
plete his Monday's He
maintained that since the
High Court in a ruling termed
the opposition's cott of
the House ille uncon-
stitutional, a decision cannot
be taken ing those days
in the limait.

"A constitutional decision
cannot be taken on an ille
matter," he argued, adding
moreover, the matter now
remained pending with the
Supreme (gurt

Chair asked him to
show any judgement or deci-
sion by a court in support of
his contention.

. "My point is how the ille-
gal boycott could be treated

as their presence,” the
Speaker said.
"Since the absernice is illegal

and unconstitutional, the pe-
nal provision has been in-
serted in the Constitution,”
Razzak Ali noted.

Aminul Huq said that in
fut:.i:: thﬂﬂ:dcwhn would plﬁ:&
to destroy democracy wo
follow the same path.

The state minister argued
that the Speaker had nothing
to do with this matter and it
was the House which would
grant leave to the absentee

The Speaker said none of
the opposition members
sought leave. He asked, how
could the House grant leave
voluntarily?

"There is no further option
after 1 inform the matter to
the House," Razzak Ali said,
refenin%tu the Constitution
and the Rules of Procedure of
Parliament.

The Speaker also asked
Aminul Huq to show the rules
under which the House could
take a decision on the matter
as insisted by him that Par-
liament should take the deci-
sion and not the Speaker.

‘I am not giving any deci-
sion I would just inform the

ﬁddy to probe JU
question papers
eakage

By JU Correspondent
_The ] irnagar Univer-
sity authorities yesterday
formed a four-member com-
mittee to investigate the alle-
gations of the le of ques-
tion papers, ;
€ question papers of the
'Ka' Unit' under the faculty of
Science for admission into the
first year honours classes are
alleged to have been leaked
out,

The committee, headed by
Prof Mesbauddin of the
Chemistry Department, in-
cludes Prof Bazlur ;
Dr Azizul Huq and the Regis'
trar Prof Mohammad Ali as
members.

Hasina

From Page 1
called the present government
a "betrayer” alleging that it
had repeatedly given pledges
to the people and forgotten
the promises after some days.
"Breaching commitment has
become a habit of the gov-
ermment”

Hasina said the Prime Min-
ister earlier offered to step
down 30 days before the gen-
eral elections, but now it is
being heard that she will not
rcsgﬁ before the elections.

the pr d -national
budget, she said the govern-
ment did not impose new
taxes kcepinf the election
ahead. "It will realise the tax
after elections by SRO
statutory regulatory order),”

asina added.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed, by Abdul Jalil, Prof
Abu Sayeed, AKM Azizur
Rahman, Ferdous Zaman
Mukul and Igbalur Rahim.
Thana AL miﬂmt Moslem
Uddin preside

House as par Article 178 of
the Rules of Procedure,” Raz-
zak Al said.

resignation letters of the op-
position members to avert a
conspiracy for destroying
should come in this regard, he
added.

He also said that so long

the matter remained pending
with the me Court, the
House not take any de-
-

\t thas stage, the Speaker

said he had the discretion to
examine and give a decision
on the resi jon letters but
in this case he has no control.

famiruddin Sircar said the
oppositton MPs themselves
declared they were absent and
would not return to the
House. So how could Parlia-
ment consider them as pre-
sent! he asked.

"The HC said the boycott
1s illegal, it does not mean
they were present,” he said
adding ‘'for leave of the
House, there must be an
plication substantiated .E'-r
proper grounds and reasons.”

At this stage, Sircar had an
exchange of words with Fi-
nance iﬂlinistﬁr Saifur Rah-
man, who was sitting just in
front of him. Prime Minister
and Leader of the House Be-
gum Khaleda Zia was present
at the time.

A number of ruling party
members shouted in support
of the Finance Minister as the
Chair appealed for order in
the House.

The situation cooled down
as Deputy Leader of the
House Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury took the floor
and requested the Chair to
expunge several words from
Sircar's speech. .

Abdul Mannan, who was
the last speaker, s sted
that the matter shou re-
terred to the Supreme Court
for i1ts decision on whether
‘boycott’ would be consid-

ered as ‘absence.’

Showcause notice
on Adhikar

KATAMANDU, June 21:

" Nepalese Chief Justice Biswo

Nath Upadhyay today served
notice on Prime Minister Man
Mohan Adhikari and his cabi-
net giving him 15-days in
which to show cause as to
why Parliament was dissolved,
reports AFP.
- The chief justice's action
follows the submission earlier
of petitions l:?v six opposition
roups calling for the
upreme Court to reinstate
Parliament and call off mid-
term polls.

Chemists-Druggists

threaten strike

Bangladesh Chemists and
Druggists Samity (BCDS) has
threatened a six-hour token
strike in all medicine lhﬂE
across the country on June
protesting the Commerce Mi-
nistry's “unjust and undemo-
cratic” ban on the Samity's
clection, reports UNB.

The Ministry of Commerce
has ordered postponement of
the election of the BCDS ex-
ecutive committee.

The decision to observe
strike was taken at an emer-

ency meeting of the BCDS

eld yesterday with its Presi-
dent Sadekur Rahman in the
char.

Tree fair opens
From Page 1
which was inaugurated by the
Prime Minister in Dinajpur on
June 13,

Begum Zia also opened a
month-long tree fair in Dina-
jpur on June 12 stressing the
need for planting more trees
to save the environment from

dcaettilﬁutinn: e

Girls wear ttle green
sarecs puunﬁ a colourful
dance on nature after the in-
auguration of the fair in the
capital yesterday. Tribal girls
also presented a dance on the
occasion.

Later, Begum Zia went
round ditferent stalls at the
fair and showed keen interest
in the products displayed in
the fair,

Environment and Forest
Minister Akbar Hossain, For-
eign Minister ASM Mostalizur
Rahman and State Minister
for Cultural Affairs Sarwari
Rahman accompanied the
Prime Minister. 4

Ministers, MPs, diplomats
and senior officials were also
present on the occasion.

Earlier, Environment and
Forest Minister Akbar Hos

in led alkathon
soin led 4 walkothon mecking




