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NEWS BRIEFS

SAVAR, June 21: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
will address a public meeti
at the Savar (?u{l:g:
tomorrow afternoon. &hcu]
ter wou appri o
the progress of primary and
mass education programmes
in Savar thana, reports UNB.

BNPPP meets today
By Staff Correspondent

A meeting of the Ba.nﬂ:
desh lellﬁil Pnrr;}?n 1a
men Party (BNPPP) will
be held today at 7:30 pm at
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.
Prime Mini and Leader of
the House Khaleda Zia will
chair the meeting which will
discuss the present political
situation ISsues ting to
current session of Parliament.

Shibir enforces
strike at RU
From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, June 21: No
classes were held at the Ra-
jshahi University today due
to day-long student strike.

The strike was called by
the Jamaat backed Islami Ch-
hatra Shibir to 88 its 9-
gﬁmhmmdin: ing with-

awal of police from the

The Chhatra $hibir held a
rally in front of the main gate
of the university at noon
which was addressed by the
Shibir leaders.

Kurds kill 11
Turkish troops
ANKARA, June 1]1: Kur-
diﬂl:_mh:h:tmked:h"lmh' .
mili post on i
bormt dawn W:dnudlilf
and killed 11 soldiers, the
hmtnliilr news l;:t;:cr re-
ported. Twenty-one Kurdish
gﬁ]ha mralm killed in

fighting near the town of
Cukurca, lia said, re-

norts AP

— e e ——

~ The Jatiya Sangsad debated
tor the second day yesterday
the issue of vacation of the
opposition members’ seats
since their absence from the
House had crossed the 90-day
limit,

Four ministers took part in
the inconclusive debate.

At one stage of the debate,
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Alj,
said that the seats of the ab-
sentee members had already
been vacated.

He, however, did not give
any ruling on the issue.

"“The seats have been va-
cated automatically. My job
is to inform the House," the
Speaker said when State
Minister for Establishment
Aminul Huyq argued that the

ASHAR 8, 1402 BS,

e

By Statt Correspondent
seats would not be vacated
since there is a case in this re-
gard pending with the
Supreme Court.

During the two-hour dis-
cussion, fhe Speaker also said,
"When 1 will inform the
House, the Parliament Secre-
tariat will publish it in a
gazette notification.”

Razzak Ali, however, did
not formally inftorm the
House his decisionon the issue
before adjourning the session
at 9-45 pm. The session re-
sumes today to 5 pm.

Meanwhile, in a related
development, the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP| called a meeting of its
Ear]iamunmr}* group today at
30 pm reportedly to finalise

JS debate on absentee |
MPs inconclusive

the party's stance on the mat-
ter. During the two days of
debate in the House, the rul-
ing party lawmakers were
sharply divided on the issue.

Some of the MPs expressed
the view that constitutional
provisions were very clear re-
garding the vacation of seats
after 90 days of consecutive
absence while some others ar-
gued that the House had the
right to grant leave of ab-
semnce. : :

The debate began Monday,
the 90th day of the Opposi-
tion’s absence, atter former in-
formation minister Nazmul
Huda submitted an applica-
tion secking 10 days' leave of
absence for 149 opposition

See Page 12 Col 7
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Mohummedan® Sperting = voung left-back Ruhul Amin (R) makes a spectacular sliding
tackle on Abahani = Russian midfielder Sergei Moichev during their Beximco 13th
Federution Cup final at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday. Mohammedans won the title with a 6-
o win in the tie-breaker after regulation period and extra time ended goalless. Details on
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Japanese cult member
hijacks plane

HAKODATE, |apan, June
21° Japan’s doomsday-cult
saga took another dramatic
turn Wednesday when a self-

roclaimed sect disciple,
randishing an ice pick,
commandeered a domestic
plane Wednesday and de
manded the release of jailed
guru Shoko Asahara, reports
AP

The All Nippon Airways
wmbo jet with 365 people
aboard — including a 15-
member tlight crew, the hi-
jacker and other accomplices
— landed at Hakodate in
northemn Japan and was sitting
on the tarmac. Riot police
scaled off the airport’s
penmeter

Police sawd the plane would

not be allowed to take off
unless the hijacker released all
passengers and allowed med-
cal treatment tor any crew
members needing 1t

But the hnacker, speaking
1Imujah the plane’s pilot, re-
rected the conditions and de-
manded to be flown back to
Tokyo. He warned police and
soldiers to stay away, spurned
an offer from airport author-
ties to bring food aboard for
passengers, and renewed de-
mands for Asahara’s release.

Asahara, 40, and other top
cult leaders have been
charged with murder and at
tempted murder in the March
20 subway nerve-gassing,
which killed 12 people and in-
jured 5,500 others.

8 killed in Pabna
road accidents

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, June 21 Eight
persons were killed in two
separate road accidents here
today

The accidents occurred at
Bohalbari near Bongram under
Santhia thana and Chinakhara
under Sujanagar thana. '

Six of the eight victims
died this atternoon when a
Pabna-bound coach from
Dhaka met an accident while
giving side to a truck coming
trom opposite direction near
Bohalbars

Two others — Azmal, 27,
and Abdul Gatur, 24, died on
the spot when a truck over-
turned at Chinakhara, about
15 miles olt Pabna town at

| noon today

Heart instt can perform 30
bypass operations a month

The Natonal Institute of
Cardiovascular Diseases (NI
CVD) has successfully per.
formed eight bypass heart
operations and hopes to con-
tinue this on a regular basis
from now on.

Stating this at a press con
ference at the institute
premises yesterday, Director
of the NICVD, Prof M
Akhtaruzzaman said that wath
its present strength of experts,
tJ'II:-fNH:\'iE wﬂuwld be able o
perform to ass
erations a month. Dypen.op

The cost of such an opera-
tion would not cross the Tk
50 thousand since patients are
to pay for only disposable
items required tor the opera
twn, the director said.

Prof S.R. Khan, chief wur-

geon of the vngr <ol o'

£ 8 3

By Staff Correspondent

bypass surgery many equip-
ment such as "Oxygenator”
costing about Tk. 20,000
have to be thrown away just
after one use¢. These costs
have to be borne by the pa
tients, he added.

The surgeon pointed out
that the hospital does not
charge anything for doctors
nurses, operation theatre and
other services.

"Although the NICVD has
been performing open heart
surgery sihce 1981 coronary

ass eperation could not be
started until recently,” Prof
Akhtaruzzaman said.

At present the surgical
team Ufu(h performs the deh-
cate operation comprises 10

surgeons, 35 pnurses and 10
tec Lans.
o0 A bStaruemaman 2 and

that the team was trained by
foreign medical teams at the
Institute and the NICVD now
possesses all equipment re-
quired for the purpose.

"This has been a matter of
shame for us that despite hav
ing this institute 1n the coun-
try so many people go abroad
spending millions of taka in
foreign currency for bypass
operation Now this can be
done here,” the director said.

In res
on what been done to up-
grade the quality of services,
especially regarding the time
cofsuming process of treating
an emergency patient, the di-
rector said that the record of
the institute in this respect
was not so bad compared to
that in otherco ) 3triey

se to a question 1

PM opens
tree fair
- .
1 city

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia zesterda}r inaugu-
rated a week-long "Treeﬂr
‘95" at the Dhanmondi Club
ground in the city with the
objective to turn the tree
plantation programme into a
social movement, reports
UNB.

More than 40 stalls have
been set up in the fair by 20
organisations from all over
the country. Various plants,
saplings, fruits, seeds, wooden
goods and tree inputs are be-
ing displayed in the stalls. -

The 510%31‘1 of the fair is.
“Tree in Sateguarding the En-
vironment and Economy.”

The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forest has organised

the fair as part of the nation- -

wide tree plantation drive
See Page 12 Col 8

AL has complete
plan for food,

shelter: Hasina

BOGRA, June 21: Awami
League president Sheikh
Hasina today said that if
voled to power, her party will
be able to ensure adeguate
tood, clothes and employ-
ment for the people, reports
UNB.

"We have a suitable and
complete plan to supply ade-
yuate food and shelter Ec’:r the
12 crore people of the coun-
try,” she told a public meetin
at the Dhunot High Schoo
ground here in the afternoon.

Hasina on the first day of
her tour-day organisational
tour of northern districts ad-
dressed two public meetings
amd seven wayside gatherings
in Bogra district today. De-
spite rains, people from and
near came to listen to her at
these meetings.

The Awami League chief

See Page 12 Col 7
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Flood death toll now 65 : Diarrhoea in Sunam
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13 districts wo

The overall tlood situation
further deteriorated yesterday
in 13 of the 15 affected dis-
tricts including Sunamganj
while it remained unch E:El
in Sylhet and slightly im-
proved in Moulvibazar.

The death toll from flood
rose to 65 yesterday as six
persons including 4 children
drowned in Shahjadpur in
Sirajganj and one in Com-
paniganj and six bodies were
recovered in Goainghat in
Sylhet. One person was
washed away by gushing wa-

- ters 1n Jaintapur.

Bodies ot the six persons
were floated in flood water
because there was no dry
place for burial.

Diarrhoea has broken out
in Doarabazar in Sunamganj

Bv Staff Correspondent

and at least 40 people have
been attacked, according to
Sunamgany district control
room.

The major rivers Padma,
Brahmaputra, Meghna, ]Ja-
muna and Teesta and their
tributaries swelled further as
intermittent rainfall in their
basin areas and onrush of hill
waters from India continued,
according to our correspon-
dents.

The situation in Moul-
vibazar improved slightly
following fall of the river
Monu. But the Surma and the
Kushiara in greater Syvlhet
recorded further rise. K&nre
areas reeled under flood wa-
ters in Sylhet.

The Flood Forecasting and

Warning Centre here however

Drainage congestion

caused early floods

By Reaz Ahmad and Masud Anif

Heavy rainfall within a

short span of time and onrush

of rain water from the up-
stream have caused 'drainage
congestion' leading to early
tloods in the north eastern re-
gion of the country, weather
experts say.

A monsoonic depression in
the north-cast Bay last week
contributed to a significant
amount of rainfall in the east-
ern region and in the districts
of Barisal Division, they
pointed out,

"In Bangladesh it is not the
total amount of rainfall but its
distribution is the critical cri-
terion for flood vulnerability
or drought," said Sajedur
Rahman, Deputy Director of
the Stormy Warning Centre.

He said that this year the

amount of rainfall during the
period from June 1 to 19 was
very close to the total normal
raintall in the whole month.
In some areas, the amount of
rainfall has already surpassed
the normal rainfall.

According to Met office
sources, 477 mm rainfall was
recorded in Mymensingh
duri:n%l the first 19 days of this
month as against the normal
amount of 454 mm in the
whole month.

Similarly, Madaripur expe-
rienced 459 mm rainfall as
against the normal 364 mm,
Faridpur 370 mm as against
364 mm, Sylhet 754 mm as
against 426 mm, Bogra 424
mm as against 323 mm,
Barisal 488 mm as against 419

See Page 12 Col 1
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ganj

rst-hit

said the Brahmaputra and the
Ganges recorded fall at the
upstream points. The Centre
also said the Surma and the
Eushiam may start falling to-

ay. .
Meanwhile, the govern-
ment yesterday deputed five
high officials including two
joint-secretaries for monitor-
ing relief operations in Sylhet,
Sunamganj, Moulvibazar, Sir-
ajganj and Gaibandha,

A number of local and for-
eign NGOs also'started emer-
gency relief ngeratiuns in the
worst-affected areas, said a

ss release,
~ Our Staff Correspondent
from Sylhet adds: Flood wau-
ters engulfed new areas in 4

thanas ot Sunamganj district

See Page 12 Col 4

Flash floods in
Assam: 14 die

NEW DELHI, June '
Flash floods triggered o
heavy rains have left 14 peo-
ple dead in the far-eastern In-
dian state of Assam, inundat-
ing vast areas and driving
some 400,000 people out n%
their homes, ofticials said to-
day, reports AFP.

State officials told the
Press Trust of India (PTI) news
agency that several rain-
swollen rivers, including the
Brahmaputra, were flowi
above their normal levels at-
fecting more than 1,200 vil-
lages.

Several stretches of high-
way were also under water,
thcly said.

n adjoining Mizoram state
air force helicopters rescued
about 300 people marooned
by the floods, which have also
caused landslides in the
mountainous region, an air
force statement said here to-

day.
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