DHAKA TUESDAY,

Tk 2 cr project
to promote
sericulture

in S-dists

JHENIDAH, June 19: The
vernment has taken up a
qpulu two crore project to set
up a modern nursery in the
dastrict to expand sericulture
in the southern districts, re
UNB.
Minister for Textiles Abdul
Mannan opened the nursery
set up on 9.06 hectares of

land at Halidhani area of the
district on Sunday.
Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Sericulture Board has taken
up such projects in 190
thanas under 36 districts of
the country in the recent
years, said a PID handout.
programme has been
taken under the five-year plan
of the government, which is
bei imtf:lcmenttd throu
the at a cost of Tk 55
crore.
Initially, sericulture was

limited within Bholahat and

Shibganj thanas of northern
Chapainawabganj district.

94 fire incidents

in 5 months

From Our Correspondent

KUSHITIA, June 19:
Ninety-four fire incidents
took place in Kushtia district
during last five months, ac-
cording to Fire Setvice and
Civil Defence source.

In January 1995, there
were 15 fire incidents and
properties worth about Taka
83 thousand were gutted.

In Fébruary 10 fire inci-
dents took place and loss due
to fire was estimated at Tk

seven thousand.

In March 33 fire incidents
occurred and properties lost
in the incidents were esti-
mated to be Taka one lakh 46
thousand.

In April there were 22 fire
incidents and loss of pro
ties was Taka three lakh 53

thousand. Fire Brigade men
saved properties worth Taka
eight lakh 49 thousand for
their timely action.

In May there were 14 fire
incidents and properties gut-
ted worth Taka one lakh 61
thousand. Fire Brigade offi-
cials claim that they reached
timely and saved properties
worth Taka over 10 lakh.

‘'Of those fire incidents 28
occurred in residential build-
ings, two in shops, eight in
factories, 18 in kitchens, 10 in
cowsheds, two in gas cylinder
explosion and seven in elec-
tric short circuits.

Lack of knowledge negli-
gence, bomb blast, and elec-
trical mismanagements were
reported to be the causes of
those incidents.

Absence of boundary
wall: Noakhali
hospital faces

manifold problem

MAIJDEE COURT

i}, June 19 : Noakhah

General Hospital has no

boundary wall since last tour

years causing insecurity to the

staff and patients, reports
UNEB.

The wall was damaged by
the severe cyclone that hit
the coastal areas on April 29
in 1991.

- Doctors and other employ-
ees of the hospital alleged that
cCoOws, ts, dogs and cats
move ly in the hospital
premises due to the absence
of boundary wall.

At night, outsiders, local
mastans and drug addicted
people enter the hospital and
take recourse to anti-social
activities much to the distur
bance of hospital employees.

Thieves often steal uten-
sils, bedsheets, towles and
other materials from the

People of surrounding

areas use the hospital com-
pound as their regular
passage.

Doctors, employees and
patients have been feeling
insecurity following the
prevailing situation and they
urged th:mcﬂn::m:d authori-
ties to re-build the boundary

per- «
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Water level in Surm

SYLHET, -June 18: The
Flash tlood situation in Sylhet
and Sunamganj districts have
deterniorated further on Friday
and Saturday with continua-
tion of rain and onrush of
tlood waters from the hilly ar-
eas across the Indian border.

At least ten lakh people
have been marooned in differ
ent thanas of the districts.
Eight rescue teams with army
speed boats began rescue op-
erations in Gowainghat, Jain-

o

hanghat area of Sylhet town
ters.
tapur,
thanas.
Three persons died in Jain-
tapur thana as tlood waters
smashed their houses on Sat-
urday. Otfficial -source con-
firmed the incident. Bodies of
two children were seen
floating in the Chengerkhal in
Gowainghat PS on Friday. A
one month old boy of viﬁage
Lamni under. Jaintapur thana
was drowned in the flood wa-
ters Friday. -
More than ten thousand

and Companygani

SYLHET:

SYLHET: Young girls walk past a dwelling house at Sob-

Some flood affected families of Chalibandar

dwelling houses have been to-
tally damaged in Jaintapur,

Companyganj and Gowanig-
hat tﬁfas 1
The road communication

between Sunamganj and Syl-
het as well as with rest of the

- country have been snapped

from Friday afternoon.

sides, the district headquar-
ters of both Sylhet and
Sunamganj have also been
disconnected as flood waters
have marooned different

engulfed by recent flood wa-
— Star photo

points of the roads.

The river Surma is now
flowing 39 centimeters above
danger-level in Sylhet town
while it is 68 centimeters
above danger-level in Sunam-
ganj, according to official
sources on Saturday night.

In Sylhet, 193 mm rainfall
was recorded during the 24
hours on Saturday while it
was 165 mm of rainfall
recorded in Sunamganj town.

The thana headquarters of

Gowainghat, Jaintapur,

area of sadar thana took shelter in a shop on Sun-
day. — Star photo

e

National s ,
a river continues to rise

From Igbal

Siddique

Kanaighat and Companyganj
were now under 4 to 5 teet
water, according to reports

- received here on Saturdav..

Flood waters have entered all
the government offices and
business establishments in
these thanas. .
Thousands of flood-hit
people have taken shelter in
the two-storied buildings at
the thana headquarters of
Companyganj. Villagers of
Tukerbazar, Mollargaon
Jalalabad, Matkhela an
Khadimnagar unions under
Sylhet sadar thana have also

SYLHET: A man pulls his raft to a safer place from the flood ravaged (ompanygonj thana.

been flooded. s

Meanwhile, as flood waters
receded from the runway of
Sylhet MAG Osmany Airport
Saturday, Biman started its
flights after it remain sus-
pended for one day.

All the educational institu-
tions in Gowainghat, Jainta-
Eur and Cuml)an}r ]

ave been closed following
the emergency. The police
station ot Companyganj has
been shifted to the first floor

of the former Upazila parishad
building. Flood waters have
also entered

into ' the

SYLHET: Flood walers marooned the newly construc-
ted Rampasha-Biswanath-Lamakazi road on Sun-
day. — Star photo

Fresh areas inundated in Sylhet, Sunamganj
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1 Gowainghat police station.

Breaches have developed in
the Water Development
Board Embankment of Sari
river in Gowainghat causing
inundation of new villages.
Electricity supply to all
these affected thana head-
uarters have disconnected
or the last three days.
In the district of Sunam-
anj, four lakh people have
gecume marooned. Makeshift
Flood shelters have been
started in most of the gov-
ernment offices and educa-
tional institutions in these
thanas. Fifty shelters have so
far been opened in those
places, informed the Sunam-
ganj district control room
aturday. :
The source further in-
formed that, more than five
thousand dwelling houses had

L o -

SYLHET: Moglagaon Government Primary School of sadar
thana inundated by flood waters.
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— Star photo

totally been damaged in dif-
ferent thanas.

More than forty per cent:
tubewells in those areas have
gone under water causing an
acute crisis of drinking water.’

Our Correspondent
from Sherpur. adds : Se-
vere erosion by the river
Brahmaputra devoured at
least 76 houses in sadar thana
of Sherpur district rendering
about 300 people homeless.

Balayer char, Kulurchar,
Satpakiya, Kashpara Bepari-

‘para and Pokkhimari® wére

disconnectéd from the Sher-

pur town as the erosipn in-.

tensified with the abnormal
rise in flood waters.

If the water continues to
today (Monday} communica-
tion between Sherpur and Ja-
malpur will be snapped

NATORE, June 19: Inspite
ot bright prospect, a mango
l:m;u:aﬁing industry is yet to

* s¢t up in the country
although Bangladesh is the
tourth largest mango produc-
ing country in the world, re-
ports UNB

The country's northern re-
gion, specially Rayjshahi, Cha
painawabgan) and Natore dis-
trict are wellknown for pro-
ducing a huge guantty of
guality mangoes.

Expuits ~aid a lot of for-

eign’ exchange could be
earned through exporting
mango juice and other by-
products by setting up mango
processing i1ndustries in the
country

On the other hand, they
said the country imports a lot
of mango suice from foreign
COUNLIIES ¢VeTy year

According to growers,
mangoes worth about Tk 100
crore are spoilled every vear
due 1o lack ot proper preser-
vatron bacibties

In absence of _presewation facilities

Mango worth Taka 100 crore
spoiled every year

The number of cold stor-
ages i1s not adequate for pre-
s¢rving huge mangoes pro-
duced in these areas.

According to Mango Re-
scarch Institute, there are at
least 4.25 lakh mango trees
on about 21,000 acres of land
in these districts,

The ‘average annual yield
of a mango 1s about three lakh
tons which s purchased by
the mango traders at about
Tk M) crore every season.

L

ident of greater
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_ Sylhet Ganadabi Parishad speaking at a |
meeling arranged Lo protest the construction of Barak Dam in India recently.

— Star photo

Massive programme in Khulna Div

Over 2 lakh hectares of land to
be used for aus cultivation

JESSORE, June 19: A total
of two lakh twenty-nine thou-
sand one hundred thirty
hectares of land has been
brought under aus cultivation
against estimated target pro-
duction of two lakh seventy-
nine thousand nine hundred
sixty tons of paddy in ten dis-
tricts of Khulna Division
during current season under
Intensive Summer Crop Pro-
duction Programme, 1995-96
taken up by Jessore region of
Agriculture Extension De-
partment.

According to source, ufashi
variety has been cultivated on
a total of forty-seven thou-
sand eight hundred thirty
hectares while local variety
has been cultivated on one
lakh eighty-one thousand
three hundred hectares of

Detailed information say
that in Jessore, twenty thou-
sand hectares of land have
been brought under cultiva-
tion of ufashi' variety while
nineteen thousand hectares
under local variety.

In thenidah, six thousand

hectares of land have been

brought under cultivation of
ufashi variety while twenty-
three thousand hectares
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local variety. |

In Magura, two thousand
hectares of land have been
brought under cultivation of
ufashi variety while twenty
thousand hectares under local
variety.

In Narail, three hundred
hectares of land have been
brought under ufashi while
eighteen thousand hectares

Groundnut
cultivators

need
patronisation

PATUAKHALIL. Junel9: The
cultivation of groundnut in the
char lands of different districts
of Barisal Division has been
hindered due to lack of proper
patronisation from agriculture
department. reporls UNB

Local suur?:(; said

the char lands
of Patuakhali, Barguna, Bhola,
Barisal and Rajbari districts are
favourable for greundnut culti-
vation. .

But many farmers of these
area are not coming forward to
cultivate the crop as they are
not getting any facilities from
the concerned authorities.

. under local variety.

In Khulna, one thouysand
hectares of land have been
brought under cultivation of
ufashi variety and ten thou-
sand hectares under local va-
riety. In Bagerhat, ufashi has
been cultivated on four thou-
sand two hundred hectares of
land while local variety on
nine thousand hectares.

In Satkhira, utashi has
been r.:ulti*ﬁ.r:zu:ntzn:lr on two thou-
sand five hundred hectares
while local variety on one
thousand three hundred
hectares of land.

In Kushtia, utashi has been
cultivated on seven thousand
six hundred sixty hectares of
land while local variety on
forty thousand hectares.

In Chuadanga, four thou- |

sand hectares of land have
been brought under cultiva-
tion of ufashi wvariety while
twenty-four thousand
hectares of land have been
brought under cultivation of
local variety.

In Meherpur, a total of one
hundred seventy hectares of
land have been brought under
cultivation of ufasha variety
while seventeen thousand
hectares of land under culti-
vation of local variety.

 Recent tidal surge totally disabled life in 3 dists of Barisal Div

BARISAL, June 19: Over
300 kilometres of embank-
ments, a vast area of arable
land and roads and highways
were damaged in three south-
districts of Barisal Division
ng the recent tidal surge,
reports UNB

Regulators and shaice gates
constructed by WAPDA were

heavily damaged in these dis-
tricts, people said.
According to a primary

m 150 kilometres
of e nt in Patuakhali
over 130 kilometres in Bhola

and about 5 kilometres in by the river.

Barguna districts have been
damaged along with road-side
trees planted for the protec-
tion of the embankment.

A preliminary estimate re-
veals that about Tk 10 crore
will be required for the repair

of the embankment, sources
said. Besides, a vast area of
Bhola has been devoured by
the m:ﬂ]tﬁn river Meghna
during t two weeks. A
large portion of Bhola-
Laxmipur highway of the dis-
trict has already been engulfed

Local people said, erosion

by the rnivers has been inten-

sified due to recent tidal surge

that swept over Bhola district

like other coastal areas of the

country. With the advent of
the rainy season the river has

turned funous.
Local

the erosion.

Meanwhile, the Shi
ferry ghat of Barisal district is

threatened by the river Sand

hya, according to latest in-
formation.

Mohiuddin Ahmed, MP of
Mehendiganj constituency

informed the UNB that during
the last tidal surge, crops on
hundreds of acres of land have

The erosion of Meghna in
ditferent areas of Mehendigan)
thana and that of Barisal sadar

by Kirtankhola river has con-
tinued to devour

The existence of steamer ghat,
ghat and the char areas

la

tresh areas.

leaders called for
immediate steps by the R & H
or WDB authorities to check

beem damaged and over
15,000 people of at least 7
umions out of 12 unions of the
thana were rendered destitute
during the recent tidal surge.
He urged for immediate reha-
bilitation of the affected peo-

ple.

is' at stake, say official and
unofficial sources.

A total of 5,79,000 le
of some 84,600 bmiﬁn in
seven thanas of Barisal have
been badly affected by the
erosion. Sfanding crops on

-broken out in t

36,750 hectares of land were
completely and on 29;400
hectares partially damaged.
About 8, dwellings were
completely damaged, official

Besides, about 1300 do-
mestic animals were also killed
in the tidal surge while 25
educational institutions were
damaged totally and about
350 partially.

In the wake of the tidal
surge water-borne diseases like
diarrhoea and dysentery have
districts 1n

an epidemic form which has

already claimed a number of

valuable lives

The severely hit areas by
diarthoea are Dhalchar, Char
Kukri Mukri

Charfassion tflana, har Za-

hiruddin and Char Motahar of

Tazumuddin thana, Char
Naldugi of Daulatkhan thana
of Bhola; Chikankandi,
Chakamaia and Lalua of Pat-
uakhali district

Scarcity of drinking water
has further worsened the sit-
uation

i

s

Charpatila of

- One person in

trict _
duction of crops has become .
inadequate. Cowdung can be

Hoodlums attack
newly married |

]

couple :

COX'S une 19: A
newlge mmj who ar
also field workers of an N
came under attack on theis

way to office by a
med hoodlums at

ar ﬁgggd!
under

Moheshkhali thana on

Sunday, ﬂllaggrs said, mport’rﬁ

Attackers, failing to abduct

- the bride Rokeya Be -
ched 'away hjt'r::r gulﬁu&%

snat
naments after bea
her husband Abdul Matin.
The villagers rescued th
couple and sent Matin to
thana sadar hospital in a criti-
cal condition. A case was filed
with the police. ' !
The couple married la
week are the tield workers

Phensidyl syrup

Police seized 15 bottles of
phensidyl syrup and arrested
. connection
fmmtheTEClinicRnidcﬁ
Bt]ré% town recently, reports

The contraband item was
seized while it was being

PATUAKHALI, June ‘19

taken the market forsale. ' -

The person was sent to the
court.

mineral content
in soil -

From Our Cnrrespondeni; |

MEHERFPUR, Junel9: Crop

production has -deécreased

alarmingly due to sharp de-
cline in the mineral contenis
in soil in Meherpur district;

. according to agriculture ex-

perts. i 4

It is gathered that about 7¢
per cent land of the region has
deficiency of minerals like

sulpher, zinc and other essen:

tial minerals which caused ad:

verse effect on soil fertility. =
Officials of the local Agricul-
tural Departinent. at tributed
the mineral deficiency in the.
region to the unrestrained and

over use of the chemical fer-

tiliser in the land. f
" Cultivators of the dlﬂtriu:{
said, paddy, jute and othes
corp production has have tre-
creased to a great extent du€
to mineral deficiency in seil

Experts suggested that cultiva-

tors. should be encouraged to -

use natural fertiliser in the in
terest of maintaining fectili
of the saoil. o 5t

‘has 'decreased and pros

used to raise crop outpu
out any bad effect. It
nitrogen to the soil and helps
in growth of the plants. !
But use of cowdung as fer:
tiliser has shown a gradual de?
cline in the district. Now it is
mostly being used as fuel. Al
most all the families of the dis+
trict make dried cake of cows;
dung and use as fuel due to
acute scarcity of fire wood. By
burning cowdung as fuel culti+

t with:

‘vators are destroying an ime

portant natural manure for
their soil. - - |

Environment Day
observed in Khulna;,
Rajshahi . !

KHULNA, Junel?: The Wor:
id Environment Day was obs
served here today with a call
for taking a vow to keep the
environment free from pollu-
tion to ensure ecological bals
ance, reports BSS. :
The day-long programmes
were drawn up by various gov-
ernment, non-government, so-
cial and voluntary organisa-
tions, f

Jointly organised by the
Environment Department and
district administration, a stus
demnts' rally was held at the
Khulna Circuit House maidan
while a colourful procession
paraded through the main city
thoroughfares.

A seminar on "combating
pollution and development vis-
a-vis environment” was held at
the locak Zia Hall. Khulna City
Corporation Mayor Sheikh
Tayebur Rahman attended the
seminar as chief guest.

A two-day divisional work-
shop on the “importance of
participation of youth organi-
sations in maintaining

ronment” began here at local

CARITAS auditorium under the
aegis of Asia Centre of Com-
monwealth Youth Programmes
and the Youth Development
Department. Mayor Sheikh
Tayebur Rahman formally inau-
gurated the workshop.

Another report from Raj-
shahi adds: The day was ob-
served in the city in a befitting
MAanrer

The main programmes, in-
cluded a juvenile rally, proces-
sion, bi-cycle rally. poster dis-
tribution and discussions.

A colourful juvenile rally
along with banners and fes-
toons and placards, organised
by the district administration,
was brought out.from the Raj-
shahi Colleglate School pre-
mises and paraded through the
main city streets.

‘Sharp decline in

"~ bottles seized |

&



