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The Poor Man’s Mobile Toy Shop

by Samia Islam

Abdus Sobhan is a welcome sight in the
Baily road area He is sort of a pied piper ftor
the street Kids but his popularity is certainly
not limited among them. He is as big a
favourite among the children from the middle

. class. The joy that overcomes these kids
when they spot him approaching can not be
described or compared. What does this man
do, then! Hi is engaged in a protession that
probably is non-existent in any other part of
the world. He peddles locally made cheap and

iInNnovative LOys
that he carries on
a frame on his
shoulders. He 15 a
compact toy shop
that goes to you
and not the other
way round. He
appeals to chil
drep of varying
age groups so he
has a broad client
basc. There are
rambo guns, wa-
terguns, tops, bo-
omerang look-
alikes that don't
necessarily work,
masks, little rep-
lica kitchen uten-
sils, balls, toy
telephones, plastic
bow and AITOWS,
baby rattles and
what-not. In short,
he 1s a toy con-
nosseurs delight.

Originally from
Faridpur. Sobhan
came to Dhaka
when he was
about the age of
his clients. What
little landed prop.
erty he has in
Faridpur was ne-
ver quite enough
to sustain a fa-
mily, so he ven-
tured out en his own to seek his fortune in
this city of perennial hope. Since his arrival
to Dhaka he has been associated with this
trade in one way or the other. He chose this
as it required little capital and seemed to
provide enough for his growing family's
needs. He #nvested about Tk. 1,000 initially
and earns an average of Tk 80 a day. Is that
enough? He smiles in modesty apd

CAREER

8] _SurSwyed

OPPORTUNITY Phaks- |

'mumhmﬁnhupnﬂmommd:m'

Trading delight for a pittm.

B Gonoshahaijo Sanestha ((; ‘\\.

% Fermeiil ot

nods his head. He ads that if it was not then
he would hardly stick to this business for al-
most 13 years.

He lives in the capital now with his wife |

and three daughters. The eldest who is eight
goes to school but the middle daughter, as is
the situation in most cases, turned out to be
the proverbial problem-child. She refuses to
go to school because she says she can't re-

member her lessons, explains the hapless fa-

ther with an apologetic smile on his lips.

Seeing his re-
luctance in di-
vulging further se-
crets of his life, I
looked around for
something that I
could take home
for cousins and si-
blings. The water
gun caught my
tancy but it could
turn out to be a
menace in my
own house so 1|
opted for Tk 4-
rambo instead
and a what cha-
macallit thingum-
ajig that flies into
the air when you
at a string
w1th enough force.
He demonstrated
the gadgets with-
out a care in the
world about these
getting squashed
under the tyres of
sSOme passing car
or Pajero. After-
wards, [ can't ima-
gine why he gave
me concessions
without being
asked to. Dhaka
still has miracles
hidden in its dee-
pest recesses.

What could he
tell us about the hardships in this line of
business — not. much since he doesn't
seem to be a person for hassles. He couldn't
think of anything that could possibly go
wrong when one is dealing with 6 to
12-year-olds. Even in this city of delin-
guence and indiscipline penplg like him
find nothing to {:ﬂmplnm ahout Strange, is
not!
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* BDRCS team
sent to Sylhet

The Bangladesh Red Cres-
cent Society (BDRCS) }reutcr
Jday sent a large guantit
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ment of the damage and de
~truction by the tlash tlood.

The reliet goods would be
Jistributed in the aftected ar-
cas including Sylhet, Sunam-
gan) and Moulvibazar.

The members ot the execu-
tive committee of the local
units, volunteers and mem
bers of the Youth Red Cres-
cent wall help carry out the
re hiet operation

package.
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r\ <equence nl 1l rl ance drama h\f the Jhankar ‘ihllpl Goshthi
at the Shilpakala Academy on the second day yesterday of

the week-long folksong festival.
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Subsidiary subjects to go from 13 deptts

DU move to revise honours
system in Arts Faculty

The Dhaka University Arts
Faculty will mtruduce an in-
tegrated course system for its
13 departments from 1994-95
session to upgrade the stan-
dard of honours degrees, re-
ports UNB.

In the new integrated sys-
tem honoars and its allied
subjects will have equal sta-
tus, abohshing the present
system of subsidiary subjects.
From now on, a student
to secure 60 per cent and 45

er cent marks in both

Eunﬂurﬂ and the allied sub-
jects to obtain getting First
Class and Second Class re-
spectively.

A student could till now

a Fixst Class honours de-

g~ with a minimum of- 33
per cont marks in subsidiary
subjects.

‘Seminar on moral

development

CHITTAGONG, June 18:
The Chittagong University
Management Department to-
day organised a seminar on "A
Proposal to the United Na-
tions on Moral Development
Approach a New World Order
for Peace'' at the Department
said a press release, reports
BSS.

The keynote paper was
f{l:!ﬂ'ntﬂd b Dr Abu Obaidul

uque, protessor and director
Bmg]:desh Institute for
&dvanccmtnt of Science and
Technology Teaching
(IASTT)

Dr. Hugque in his paper said
moralhity 1s the key to curb
problems of AIDS, poverty,
population control, violation
of human rights, environment
pollution, oppression on
women, terrorism, drug
abuses and smioking,

Teachers from different

universities and colleges at-
tended the seminar.

Saifur visits
tlood-hit areas

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman vesterday wvasited
Hlood attected areas under
Sylhet sadar., Goainghat,
!'-..;nfnil.'&llu.";llll and Jaintapus
thana ot the district, reports
BSS

State Minister for Ihsaster
Management and Relief
Harun Al-Rashid and Khon-
daker Abdul Malek MP ac
companied the Finance Minis-
Ler.

Duning his day-lon
the Finance Minister ta
the local people and dis-
tributed cash and relief mate-
rials among the victims. 26
temporary reliel camps have
been setup to mitigate the suf-
terings of the tlood victims in
these areas

Saifur Rahhman assured the
affected people that the gov
ernmMent would do whatever

mk to mitigate their suf

17,000 perform
Hajj this year

A total of 16.717 I
tormed Haj this year, unr:m
ofticial announcement yester-
day, reports UNB.

The meeting discussed the

rformances of the Hap

elfare Team and Han Meds-
cal Team. It decided thgt

more: realistic and effective
measures would be taken next

Visit
ed to

tﬂ ensure better facilites

the Bangladeshi Hajis.
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The new system will con-

tain a total ot 1500 marks in
the three ears honours
course — in the first year 500

marks, in the 2nd year 400
marks and in the third 500.
Tutorial and viva-voice will
cover the rest of the 100
marks.

Talking to the agency, the
Dean of the Arts Faculty Prof
Aminul Islam said, "it is an

essential requirement in the
press time'',

"Our courses of study has

New Tk 100 prize
bonds from July 2

By Staff Correspondent
Prize bonds of Tk 100 de-

nomination will be released
from July 2, instead of the
ize bonds of Tk 10 and Tk
dcn?mmatmnlh which are
current y in circulation, sa
T:ﬁ release of the Banglad);h

The new bonds would ED
on sale at all offices of t
Bangladesh Bank, all com-
mercial banks, the specialised
banks, the National Savi
Bureau, and all head and su
post offices.

The first draw of the new
prize bonds would be held on
October 31 this year. The
draws would then be held
after every three month — in
Jan 31, and April 30, July
31 and October 31 of the
next year.

The ftirst prize of ever
series of the new prize bonds
will be’worth Tk 10 lakh,
second prize Tk 5 lakh, Two
third prizes Tk one lakh each,
four tourth prizes Tk 50, 000
cach, 12 fifth prizes Tk
25,000 each and 30 sixth
prizes Tk 10,000 each.

The Iutter';.r winners can
claim their prizes by filling a
form and attaching the bond
to it within two years of the
draw from any scheduled
bank. _

. The prize money will be
tree from any taxation.

Prize bonds of Tk 10 and
Tk 50 can be changed to prize
bonds of Tk 100 or E;H{:E.Ehﬂd
from the Bangladesh Bank, the
National Savings Bureau, post

offices or any scheduled bank.

No prize bonds of Tk 10
and Tk 50 denominations
liz'g-.re been released since June

Hindu-Christian
body meets EC

A delegation of the
Bangladesh Hindu-Christian
Oikkya Parishad yesterday
exchanged views with the
Chief Election Commissioner
on the preparation on the on-
ang preparation of voters
1st, reports BSS.

The delegation urged the

Election Commussioner (EC)

to make the vorers list free
trom any irregularities and
cnumerate the Bangladeshis
livm ' ;lbru;!d,

also urged the EC to
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“Fazhi Allem”

"Fazli Allem

[t 12
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Affidavit

I, Mahe labeen, daughter of Mr. Abul Mansur Fazli Hussain of
Chandanpura, 128, Nawab Sirajuddollah Rd, Chittagong, state
that the name of my father had been inadvertently

mmnm

MINHAZ CONTINENTAL AGENCIES LIMITED
(HOUSE OF QUALITY PRODUCTS)

A CONCERN OF MINHAZ GROUP
JIBAN BIMA TOWER (9TH FLOOR),
10, DILKUSHA C/A, DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH.
TLX: 642007 MG BJ FAX : 880-2-863411
19, 865576, 240717, 230964

We are pleased to inform you that Mr.GUNTER VEIT
President of VEIT GmbH & Co. Germany. He will be in
Dhaka from 19th to 21st june "95. You are welcome for
open discussion from 9. AM. To6 PM.

higher Second Class

PAC
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IN ADVERTISING

The number one advertising agency of Bangladesh is
looking for Executives in the Client Service Depariment.
The applicants (female/male} should have a minimum

D to Saintis Admisieivelion.
Architecture, English, International Relafions, Public
Adminisiration or Economics.
Fluency in written and spoken English is essential.
Keen sense of observation, sirong
work, drive and initiative would be considered as added
qualifications. The right persons may also be trained
abroad. |

None need apply -wl'm'ﬂnﬂddﬁmunfmdchgu
career in adverfising. | :

been designed to enable stu prumu gate rules to stop the '

dents of the honours de uth of cnmmunahsm in the Excellent terms await the right candidates.
ments to other compre election campai .

sive knnwledgt in a Eumber The. Chiel E Lnun Com-  Please apply in confidence fo:

of s «an addition:to | missioner Justice A KM }

their res fve honours sub- Shadeq told the delegation | > on No. A-51
ects,"’ mf Aminul Islam | that their suggestions would Cfﬂ' Daily Star
added. | be considered. Not later than June 25, 199.

written as
in my SSC/HSC/BA examination forms and 1 have
corrected it by an afhdavit before a Notary
tather's name in the aforesaid forms and whatever documents
thereafter mavbe read as Abul Mansur Fazli Hussain

Public. Hence my

instead of
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