SAVE DHAKA ROUNDTABLE

Fifty thousand dwellings
are required each year to ac-
commodate the ever growing
wpul:tiun of Dhaka city.

ith the current population
of about 8.6 million people,
as said by Mayor of Dhaka
Mohammed Hanif at The
Daily Star BUET Roundtable
gn 'Save Dhaka' regﬁntl?, t];:

ensity is over cight people
ﬂcr room. The numgr of
ousing units has not in-
creased to meet the demand.

‘Dhaka is bursting at the
seams' said Prot Meer
Mobasher Ali, Head of the

Department of Architecture
at BUET.

According to the President
of the institute of Architects,
Rabiul Hussain, there is a
flood of high rise apartment
buildings not meant for the
larger section of the city
population living at or below
poverty level %ut for the
small number of Eﬂplﬁ with
higher incomes. Lhere 1s no
proper planning, the city is

owing and all are helpless,
Ef? added.

By Nadia S. Hossain

A case studnnn the rail-
road settlers tells us a horrify-
inghstury of the large number
of homeless people living on
both sides of the rail tracks.
These settlers have been liv-
ing along the tracks from as
long ago as 1971. Despite
being thrown out on so many
occasions, settling persisted.
Shanties were built on
tootpaths, with hundreds of
poverty stricken people

‘possessing’ nothing more
the little bit of foot-
they call their 'homes.’

ight to ten feet of the land

along man‘L footpath was
taken back demolishing their
'homes' and pushing them
furthe: Lok Several squats

w;::i im]lduz:dklnd dl:tll:l]'.IcDL
1S ast year, leavi se
people wi nothmgtﬁothmg
was done to help accommeo-
date the hundreds of poor
Pcnple living in these squats.
Human dignity is at its low-
fslt.', said Prof Meer Mobasher
Al
The political parties do not
have urban housing or land
policies. Nothing seems to

Boat purchase case

Ershad's defence counsel
begins argument

Advogate Yusuf Hossain
Humnyi:, defence counsel of
deposed president Hussain
Muhammad Ershad told a
:Eecinl judge's court trying
e former general in a cor-
ruption case that had there
been any irregularity in the
mcuf-cment h::]f relief ?:Inta
om Japan, the responsibility
would have to be shared by
all those involved in the
whole process, reports BSS.
To single out Ershad for
any fault or offence if com- -
mitted at all in the
deal would be air and
lﬂst justice, Humayun said
while initiating argument in
favour of his client in the
Special Case No 19 of 1993.
Jinat Ara, the Additional Ses-
sions and District Judge (first
court), Dhaka was presiding.
The case, better known as
the Japanese boat purchase
scandal, had its argument
from the prosecution side
cuuétplehﬁd a::i: lm;t month.
rshad and a Japanese na-
tional are coaccused in this
case in misappropriating from
the exchequer to th::m:Em: of
over Taka 33 crore. |
- He said there were many
reasons for buying boats from
Japan. The first reason bei
that Japan provided grant
their produce (Yanmar and
Tlmaﬁ:} are repairable in
Bangladesh. He said, the ex-

perience of the army in usi
the brands had also ::::E
tributed to choosing the
Japanese boats. The timelimit
tor utilisation of the grant was
also a big factor, he added.

As for choosing the second
lowest bidder whose offer was
much higher than the first
one, Humayun said it was
found that the lowest bidder
was not competent enough to
do the job, a fact also testified
by documents. He said, the
final order to supply the boat
was placed to beni after
receiving detailed reports
from desh mission in
Tokyo which mentioned the
i nce of the Kingsu
Mataichi Company, the low-
est bidder.

As for the role of Marubeni
Corporation, Humayun said
there is nothing wrong for a
trading firm to procure order.
He said, it i1s fact that
Marubeni Corporation had
worked to arrange the grant.

The argument remained

incomplete and was ad-
icmm:cr till June 18,
Former ministers Rabeya

Bhuiyan and Nitai Roy and
Sudhir Kumar Hazra were
among others present to de-
fend .

Public prosecutor Abdur
Razzak Khan stood for the
state.

“ 14 die in incidents

From Page 1
electrocuted, as a deep tube-
well, he was working on,
came in contact with a sev-
ered electric wire at Manikdi
Bazar under Cantonment po-
lice station at 11 am.

Abdus Siddique, 50, who
was injured in a road accident
at Shibpur in Narshingdi on
Friday, succumbed to his in-
juries at DMCH in the early

ours of yeaterdaz.
. Ali Hussain, 26, a gedes
trian, was hit by a bullet
when he was caught in a
cross-fire as two groups of lo-
- fire near IG Gate Colony, yes-
terday eve |
. He was aﬁmittcd to_the
DMCH with a b&t which
‘went through his left eye. His
condition was stated to be
critical.

Meanwhile, police recov-

ered a body of an unknown

man, aged around 35, from

Kaoula area under Canton-
ment police station yesterday
Mmorning. The body bore
marks oP injury on the chest.

BSS adds: Six persons in-

and a truck collided head-on
during heavy downpour at
Shankerpasha on Faridpur-
Barisal way, 16 kilome-
tres from Faridpur.

The nger died on the
spot anti the truck driver suc-
cumbed to his injuries at the
Faridpur general hospital. The
injured passengers were ad-
mitted to the hospital six of
whom were re r first
aid.

In another incident at
Patchar, six kilometres from
Faridpur, young brothers died
instantly when they were
struck by thunder bolt this
afternoon. ,

They were sitting on the
varandah of their tin-shed
house during the heavy sho-
wer when were hit by

the thunder bolt.

Chief Whip

From Page 1
MPg’ seats falling vacant after
90 days of absence from par-

liament, the Chief Whip cau-

- tioned the hard-won democ-

racy and development might

tluding one child were killed come under threat if a solu-
in two road accidents on the tion could not be found.
Dhaka-Chittagong highway. “None will be benefited if
- According to police democracy is disrupted ...
sources, the first accident such situation is welcome for
took place atrlaipua when a none,” he said. .
ding truck and mﬂe Replying to a query about
car httton illing ruling pﬁ;{ty stand on %
two persons on 3 juestion of Opposition’s
In the second mﬁt near 317 absence from the House,
Nawtola also a truck collided he said the matter was not
head-on with g private car.  discussed in the party forum.
Three persons including a He also refrained from
child were killed in the acci- making any comment on the
dent. - poumit}' of byelections in
Meanwhile, four the seats of Opposition MPs,
-were killed and 30 in- who have been boycotting
hnﬁdinmmmnccidmt parliament since March 1 last
in 1 year.
- Police sources sai “It’s the affair of the Spea-
' and a umkm ker and the Election Commi-
were k when a mimbus  ssion,” he said.
| Editor : Mahfuz Anam
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have been done to accommo-
date these people.

The public housing facili-

ties built in the t were
tor high ials. The
designs of these housing units

ing used up unnecessaril

large spaces. The units built
on the basis of current de-
signs, however, are smaller
and more compact with

rooms kept to a minimum.
But are these housing units af-
fordable! May be the lower
income group can. But what
about the people living in the
uats and slums? Can they
these?

The problems of land and
housing availability for the
poor have already reached a
crisis level. It is nog so much
the dproblem of lack of urban
land as it is the problem of
developing a system to make
the land available to the poor
in the form of appropriate
housing with proper living
conditions — hygiene, sanita-
tion and drainage.

| Nirmul urges EC
not to enroll
'war criminals’
as voters

By Staff Correspondent

A delegation of the Ekat-
turer Chatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee yesterday de-
manded of the Chief Election
Commissioner Justice AKM
Sadeque not to enroll the
'war criminals' as voter and
restrict their participation in
the forthcoming elections.

The demand was raised
during the committee leaders'
meeting with the CEC at the
later's Sher-e-Bangla office in
the city.

The Nirmul delegation also
demanded that the elections
be free from the influence of
money, muscle and arms.

The Nirmul delegation in-
cluded its acting convener
Shahriar Kabir, advisors poet

Shamsur Rahman, Columnist
Syed Shamsul l-inq, artiste
Kalim Sharafi, advocate ZI
Khan Panna, Kazi Mukul,
Zulfikar Ali Manik, Mehedi
Hassan, Kazi Mamun Rashid
and Adilur Rahman Khan.
The CLC was assisted by
the Elecuion Commissioner
Justice Abdul Jalil and other
EC officials during the meet-

Justice Sadeque, after lis-
teninf, to the Nirmul leaders,
said he would consider the
demands in the light of con-
stitutional provisions.

During the meeting the
Nirmul leaders submitted to
the CEC a memorandum and
a copy ot the report on 16
'war criminals’ and presented
him video cassette of the Bri-
tish documentary film "The
Wir Crimes File."

Budget hailed

From Page 1|

He expressed satisfaction
over the proposals for with-
drawal of licence fees on agri-
cultural and textile inputs and
reduction of duty on indus-
trial raw materials. He also
welcomed the steps aimed at
poverty alleviation.

However, the BGMEA
leader expressed regret that
the budget does not contain
proposals tor complete with-
drawal of deduction of tax at
source, compulsory flood and
cyclone clause in Factory Fire
Insurance Policy, all indirect
charges and VAT on tele-
phone, fax, C&F both in case
of garment industry and other
export-oriented industries.

"To keep our readymade
garments and other exports
competitive in the interna-
tional market," Redwan
Ahmed said, the government
should exempt garment and
other export-oriented indus-
tries of indirect charge with-

draw the deduction of tax at .
source and make all exports

income-tax tree.

The Bangladesh Share In-
vestors Forum (BSIF) at a

meeting of its executive com-
mittee z:st:rda welcomed
the budget and expressed
satisfaction at the fiscal con-
cessions given to the invest-
ments in shares and stocks.

Chaired by Professor Abu
Ahmed, president of the fo-
rum, the meeting termed the
budget as a pro-investment
one and urged the govern-
ment tp maintain the present
macro-economic stability at
any cost in order to
the desired growth rate in fu-
ture.

The forum welcomed the
proposals for reduction of the
corporate income tax by 2.5

cent exe the divi-

income upto Tk 10,000

from income tax deduction at

source, and wai tax on

cnpiuf gains from share and
stock transaction.
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Leaders of the G7 pose for photographers Frida
Canada. Left to right are European Commission President Jacques Santer, Japanese Prime
Minister Tomiichi Murayama, German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, US President Bill Clinton,
Canadian Prime Minister, Jean Chretien, French president Jacques Santer, British Prime
Minister John Major and Italian President Lamberto Dini.

No polls
Prom Page 1
who tendered r:si&tlm as

Deputy Leader of {?o-
sition last December 28 along

with other lawmakers in his
camp,

Responding to the Spea-
ker's planned move to bring
to the notice of the House the
Opposition’s 90-days absence,
Azad said the Opposition MPs
had already resigned from
parliament. “We’'re not wai-

ting for that.”

mﬁ'hc former Deputy Oppo-
sition Leader criticised the
Speaker for rejecting the op-
position MPs’ resignation let-

ters, alleging that the Spea-
ker’'s efinrts are directed

towards keeping his party the

BNP, in power, ‘
“He Eo?eakﬂr! is playing
foul in political. He lost the

confidence of the people for

his partisan role,” Azad said.
In reply to a question, he

said it would have been wise

150 anti-dam _
marchers
hurt in UP

NEW DELHI, Tune 17: Po-
lice beat back some 2 000
protestors, injuring 50, who
marched on the site of a huge

dam being built in an
earthquake-prone z of In-
dia’s Himalayan f ills, a
news agency said today, re-
ports AFP.

Witnesses said at least 20
were seriously injured in the
police action on Friday in the
town of Tehri in northern Ut-
tar Pradesh state, the Press
Trust of lndia (PTI reported.

Moudud

From Page 1
against Moudud immediately,
it he tulfils certain conditions
as desired by him . The
sources, however, declined to
disclose the conditions.

Shah Moazzem Hossain,
Col {retd) Abdul Malek, Col
jretd| Zafar Imam, Sardar Am-
1ad Hossain and Anwar Hos-
sain Manju were among the
participants in the discus-
sions. Others will take part in
discussion today while Mou-
dud is also expected to clarify

_E?sitinn.

e meeting also discussed
the June 27 hartal called by JP
ind “implicating' Ershad in
Manjur murder case. Almost
all the presidium members
including Raushan Ershad,
were present at the meeting.

under party

on the part of the government
to dissolve parliament after
the Opposition resignation
and arrange fresh election un-
der a caretaker government.

*Arranging early election is
nothing unusual in a parlia-
mentary democracy. Now-
here it is written that a gover-
nment must complete its five-
year term.”

In this context, he referred
to political events in Nepal
where fresh election was de-
clared within six months of
the communist government’s
takeover.

Asked about any possibil-
ity of a negotiated settlement
ot the problem, Azad sajd had
the government been sincere,
it would have come up much
earlier with positive ap-
proach.

In reply to another gues-
tion, Azad said the Awami
League central working com-
mittee would meet on June 29
to take stock of the situation
and map out its next pro-

EaNme.
1in disrupts
Dhaka-Ctg flight

From Staff Correspondent

( HITTAGONG, June 17:
The Hight schedules of Biman
Bangladesh Airlines on the
Chittagong-Dhaka route were
disrupted and one Chit-
taﬁﬂng-bnuud aircraft from
Dhaka was forced to go back
due to heavy rains today.

The Chitt;ﬁ;ung Airport
authorities said, the Biman's

thight (BG-433) took off from
Zia International Airport
(ZIA) at 1 pm but was torce

to return as the runway o
Chittagong Airport was inun-
dated by

rain water. The
State Minister for Civil Avia-
tion and Tourism, Abdul
Mannan, was on board the
flight. He reached Chittagong
later availing of the Biman's
another tlight at 6 pm.

Earlier in the morning, the
tirst Biman flight took ﬁf one
hour behind schedule at 10
am but it returned to Chit-
tagong only after 10 minutes
because of stormy weather.
The flight again took off at 11
am and reached ZIA safely,

Meanwhile, the port city
experienced heavy rains that
submerged many - low-lying
areas.

. The rain water on-the
Chittagong Airport runway
- receded slowly in the evening.

Floods

From Page 1

About 500 people were af-
fected by the flood. The mu-
nicipal authorities evacuated
members of 50 families while
many others took shelters in
safe areas.

The Dhﬂlai river at l{damal-

), now tlowing over danger
ﬁe , has iuunl&]ft;:d the low-
lying areas along its banks.

r Correspondent adds
from Sirajganj: Incessant
rainfall onrush of flood
water from the upper catch-
ment areas further aggravated
erosion by the Jamuna and
flooded new areas in the dis-
trict.

More than 300 families be-

trakona district. Otficials said
five out of seven thanas were
affected as the Shomeswari
river was flowing above the
danger mark.

In Pabna, at least 16 vil-
lages in char areas of Bera and
Suian?i:‘r thanas were sub-
merged due to heavy rainfall
since Friday.

UNB reports from
Gaibandha: Flashflood hit the
district as waters of different
rivers rose above danger
marks due to heavy down-
puulm in last two days, officials

The 20 feet embankment
of Water Development Board,
three kilometers from the
town, was damaged by the
incessant rain.

Some two lakh J:cuplc
have been affected and
40,000 houses went under
crops on nearly 30,000 acres
of MW:I: d, i

t one ople in
the 'char' areas hav:ﬁen ma-
rooned.

WDB officials Friday said
Brahmaputra near Kamarjani,
Teesta near Sundarganj, Ja-
muna near Fulchhari and
Ghaghar near Sadar were

bove danger marks.
mu river was flow-

' ing two meters above the

danger level. _
Incessant rain paralysed life
in the district since Tgurldly

A rainfall of 185 ¢em was
recorded today (Saturday).
BSS adds: F Minister
M Saifur Rahman yesterday
visited the flood affected arcas

y during their Economic

Summit 1in Hahifax,

— AFP photo

G-7 summit
From Page 1

over Bosnia were having little
effect on the warring factions.

Sarajevo is one of six UN-
designated safe havens which
NATO is entrusted to protect
along with UN peacekeepers.
But the latest outbreak in
hostilities, which follows a

Bosnian v;mt;:nt offensive
against Serbs besieging the
city, is testing the lﬂ:ﬁnﬂ:*l

resolve to the limit.

On Wednesday, the meet-
'En_ gf NATO aﬂn;hundun
ailed to address prospect
of renewed hostilities despite
the fact that government
forces had for days been mass-
ing around the Bosnian capital
instead the meeting concen-
trated on plans to withdraw
peacekeepers, diplomats said.

Manzur murder

Another gives
statement

Bv Court Correspondent

Retired army havilder
Mozatfar Ahmed, arrested in
connection with the Gen
Manzur murder case gave a
confessional statement re
court yesterday.

Metropolitan Magistrate,
Dhaka, Mohammad Sharfud-
din recorded the statement
madc under Section 164 of
the CrPC.

Heat wave claims
78 more 1n India

NEW DELHI, June 17: A
blistering heat wave sweepi
India has left around 47
wople dead and disrupted
Lil.‘iiﬂt:ﬂﬁvh in some of the
muntr{‘s busiest trade cen-
tres, otficials said today, re-
ports AFP.

The Press Trust of India
reported 78 more deaths to-
day in Uttar Pradesh taking
the heat-related toll in the
overcrowded northern state
to 283.

Unofficial reports said
more people could have per-
ished since many casualties g0
um?nrted in the country's
hundreds of thousands of vil-

S. |

Officials said residents of
Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh
suffered under a hot sun with
the mercury remaining con-
stant at 48.5 degrees Celsius
(119.3 Fahrenheit| for the
third day today.

hit six districts

1[::[' Mﬂult;iham _Sadfnd thﬂ'
:Fanna pur union other
adjacent areas.

Rise of water level of
Monu rivefr and ﬂn—rﬂ;ll; of
rain water from nei ing
Indian state :auaeﬁh sudden
flood in Moulvibazar district.

The f ard

immediately launch all-out
relief measures in the affected

area. -

Anol.z adds: State
Minister mhu-
ter Management al-
Rashid revi
flood situation of Sylhet dis-
trict yesterday at Sylhet

house.
' He enquired about the re-
lief operation and measures
taken by different depart-

:

ments to ameliorate the suf-

-
i out meas

X

y saline
ater m tablets to
prevent diarrhoea and other
diseases in the affected area

[ | m
of oral
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The Midnight F
(G-7 summit in Moscow next yr

e

HALIFAX, Canada, June 17: Group of Seven (G-7) leaders

and Russian President Boris Yeltsin
special summit on nuclear safety in

today to hold a
next year. “We

all agreed that such a summit would be of historic
importance,” said Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien
who chaired the meeting of the eight leaders, reports AFP.

Serbs declare 'state of war’

PALE, june 17: Bosnian Serb military headquarters today

proclaimed a

"state of war”
introducing martial law, accordi
the president of the self-procla

in the Sarajevo )
to Momcile lr:mlmﬁ,
assembly, reports AFP.

EC to seek amendment

From Page |

the tender schedule. The di-
rector of ID Card Project ear-
her said that they would be-

n selling tender schedule
rom mid-June.

"We are working om it,"
said Omar Farooq, the project
director. "1 have nothing else
to add other than thus.”

Sources, however, said
preparation of the tender
schedule has been delayed as
the EC 1s vet to decide about
the shape and content of the
cards.

Moreover, the sources
added, the Commission is
now faced with different
complexities ranging from ob-
tamning photographs of voters
to addition ot thumb impres-
sions to the cards,

"We will have to go
through the same process as
in enrolment ot voters’' names
to obtain photographs of the
individuals,” said an official
"This will again take a lot ot
time.”

"Many voters enrolled
themselves in their respective
villages. Now it will not be

yssible for many to go to vil-
ages again for photographs,”
anothfer official said.

EC officials indicated they
may prepare [ID cards without
thumb impressions and signa-

BB monitoring

From Page |
ll':aifard n cunntcbtifén with the
riday's post-budget press
conference of Finance Nﬂnis-
ter M Saifur Rahman.

Both the Beximco and Is-
lam Groups were represented
in the boards of these banks
and in 1993 the central bank,
after learning about the illegal
loans, remove representatives
of both these houses, and had
them sign an understanding to
repay the money in install-
ments. The amount of the
loans in various names ran
into more than four hundred
crore taka. The Governor was
unable to confirm the exact
amount.

The Governor, however,
acknowledged that chances of

tting the money back from
them in the short-term was
better through négotiations
than thro legal action, as
it would take years to resolve
the issue thro the court
system. He said that the Cen-
tral Bank, in consultation
with the Boards of the con-
cerned banks set a repayment
schedule, which both business
houses have followed so far.
He claimed that the central
bank was carefully monitoring
these cases.

The finance minister in his

ress conference expressed his
tration over the huge de-
fault in the banking sector. "I
e that we are not being
able to solve the problem ex-
peditiously and it creates frus-
tration.

"We have two alternative
ways to recover the default
loans — one is to put the de-
faulter on trial and the other
to reschedule the loans and
persue them to give the
money back,” he , not-
ing that the first option was
difficult, lengthy and time
consuming due to the flaws in
the legal system.

CEC to visit Ghana

I;!ﬂm Correspondent

¢ Chief Election Com-
missioner Justice AKM Sad-
eque will leave ftor Accra,
capital of Ghana, on June 23
to attend a workshop of the

chief electoral otficers of the .

Commonwealth countries.
The workshop will be

, rnc 25 and continue thro
the overall | June 219 Justice Sadeque

cted to retarn home on
June 30. :

Panchlaish thana
OC shot |

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 17;
Two police personnel, includ-
ing the Officer Incharge
of Panchlaish thana recei
bullet wounds when an
unidentified person fired on
them in Katalgan) area today.

They were admitted to
LAt

- ident
$ A Neowaji, along

- Iird Anwar,

chased an
terrorist at lﬂllﬂan'.
duty officer of Panchlais
thana said
The assailant left the place

immediately

‘ medical college i

ocgurred

tures to minimise compilexi-
ties.

To check thumb impres-
sion within a reasonable time,
high-tech computers are
needed which EC does
not have. It will cost extra
money, the sources said.

n asked about an alle-

tion that si ification of

cards might increase the

chance of manipulation and

duplication, he said they were
also thinking about it.

"We are not going for issu-
ing ID cards for all voters. i;}:
can revise process as
cards will be issued in some
selected areas.” he said.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Justice AKM Sadeque
said the EC, not computer
traders would be responsible
if ID cards could not be pre-
pared before elections.

"If the computer farms fail
to do their job at the eleventh
h}im“: }l"}l::yt whli happen to
them: will, at most
lose their contract, The EC
cannot lose elections Lt’ut for
issuance of ID cards. We can
not begin the work without
considering all aspects cards,”
he said. :

He further said omly ID
card can not ensure fair elec-
tions if law and order situa-
tion does not go normal.

One arrested in
rape case

By Staff Correspondent

Demra police yes ar-
rested the main accused in
rape case from village Nan-
darampur of Kuliarchar thana
in Kishoreganij,

‘ !idd Belal, 30, is accuaedh of
violating two young at
South Matuail on M.ly‘gj

Jewel, one of Belal’s ac-
fnmphucs, was arrested ear-
1€T.

Monsoon spell
may continue

- Monsoon spell may con-
tinue for another couple of
days with detrease in inten-

sity.
“This spell was the major
source of monsoon rain,”

Deputy Director of the Met
Ottice Sajedur Rahman told
UNB adding that heavy rain-
fall was caused by active
monseon and ‘monsoon axis’,
which runs from central part
of the country.”

He further said that be-
cause of heavy rain, tempera-
ture has gone down signifi-
cantly over the country and
there would be no appreciable
change in temperature unless
ramntall seizes.

Heavy rain in north east-

ern regions of Assam, Megha-
laya and Arunachal in I.tﬂ?ah:s

well as in Bangladesh, may
cause drainave problem, he
added.

[slamic values
From [Mage 1
for the pledges in the after-
world". And we are fulfilling
our commitments keeping in
mind the Quranic message,”
she told the Kazis.

"Islam is our complete
code of life. The eternal mes-
sage of Islam is our drivi
force. Islam on the one
is the religion of peace and
tolerance and on the other
sanctions rising against injus-
tice." -

She said her government
was working for removal of
inLuﬂiEE from society. This is
why the government has un-

en programmes to

icate ill iurﬂ, introduced
compulsory edu

ey w4 ook <3 .
R ll:lif-t whﬁ":
the and ‘women.

"s world, said the

:E Hkt:r, is i:e-tl t with
ms ral degrada-
tion n‘dru: Y .tnnu in the

outh community, and
is not free from |



