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NEWS BRIEFS
PM visits ailing MP

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday visited
the ailing leader of her party
Mirza Muraduzzaman, , at
the Dhaka Medical College
Hosputal. She engquired about
the condition of the MP and
instructed the artending doc
tors for his proper treatment.
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusut accompanied the

Prime ManiSter.

Passer-by stabbed
to death

From Staff Correspondent
~ CHITTAGONG, June 17
One passer-by was stabbed o
death at |1l am rtoday al
legedly by 4 miscreant near
the Engineening Institute. Po-
lice saad the vicum was ident:
tied as tbrahim, 50. The mis
creant while tleeing stabbed
Ibrahim who.was returming
trom a ncarby club after
work, police saud. Ibrahim in-
stantly succumbed to his n-
junes

Transport strike
in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET, June 17: The
plying of buses and minibuses
+in Colapgan), Kanaighat, Bea-
suspended tor the third day
today due to a strike by the

transport workers. They went
on strike tof an indefinite

eriod from Thursday
ing the release of the
driver the helper of a

minibus. The BDR jawans of
Charkai outpost c t them
last Tuesday on ge of
carrying 6 bags of skip for
sm ing into India”
BDR later handed over the
arrested persons and the
seized minibus to the Beami-
bazar police.
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Floods inundate fresh
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areas in 6 dists

Continued rise in water

levels of the country’s major
rivers, caused by heavy

downpowr, flooded fresh arcas

Sylhet, Moul-

vibazar, Sirajganj and Pabna
districts, ing to reports
received in Dhaka last night.

The flood situation in
Sunamganj, Netrakona and
Jamalpur districts deteriorated
further.

Mcanwhile, the capital
witnessed a heavy downpour
for almost the whole day yes-
terday. City life was paralysed
and tﬁere was thin traffic on
the roads. Low lying areas
were inundated,

The sudden rise in water
levels of the Padma and the
Jamuna during the 24 hours
till yesterday morning, sub

- LT

yve=terday.

By Staff Correspondent

merged wvast areas of
]Munfk j district and dis-
rupted links between the
country’'s northern and east-
£rm r:ﬁinm.

At least 860 families were
rendered homeless due to ero-
sion of the Jamuna in Shibal-
aya, Harirampur and Daulat-
pur thanas. Ferry services in
Aricha-Nagarbari and Aricha-
Daulatdia routes were seri-
ously affected as the BIWTA
closed one of its two pon-
toons at Nagarbari ghat and
another at Daulatdia.

A report from Sylhet said
flood waters submerged the
runway of the Osmani Airport
yesterday. A scheduled flight
was, however, operated in the
afternoon. Flash floods also
submerged five thanas of the
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Homl= in Shantinagar area of the city went under knee-deep water due to heavy rainfall
. ~—'S,t.nr Bhﬂt& !

district, leaving 3.5 lakh

people marooned and com-
munication disrupted.
worst affected thanas are
Gowainghat, Companiganj
and Jaintapur where houses
and other establishments,
mc ﬁnd livestock were
The district administration
had started evacuation of the
marooned and relief opera-
tions in the affected areas.
Our Correspondent re-
E:!rt_:;d fmmﬁl";&nulviba’zir tll;i_llt
irijapara, Arambagh, Kashi-
nath an&, Madhg:para and
Berilake areas of the district
town went under three-feet
water . following incessant
downpour, measured 316
mm, in the last 24 hours.

See Page 12 Col 4
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G-7 calls for moratorium

- on Bosnia war soon

HALIFAX Canada, June
17: The Group of Seven (G7)
nations and Russia today
called on all sides in thé
Bosnian war to lay down their
arms and allow political talks
to begin, reports AFP.

“We appeal to all parties to
¢stablish an immediate mora-

' torium on military operation

in order to allow peolitical ne-
Frtlatinns without which no
asting solution is possible,”
they said in formal declara-
tion, according to .eofficials
who helped prepare the text.

The text was to be released
publicly later today.

They said in the eight-
declaration that political tal
should be held as quickly as
possible on the basis of the

congact gro ﬂ?h al-
ready n.-mé? by the Bosnian
Serbs and accepted by the

Bosnian Muslun and Croats.
They also called on Ser-
bian President Slobodan

Milosevic to recognise the
government of Bosnia-Herze-
govina.

“We are deeply concerned
by the continuing escalation
of hostilities in Bosnia espe-
cially in the area of Sarajevo,”
the leaders of the United
States, Japan, Britain, Ger-
many, Italy, France, Canada
and Russia said.

In that respect they ex-
ressed support for sending a
ritish and French-led rapid

reaction force to protect UN
peacekeepers in Bosnia.

They also called for new
urgency to be given to the
peace process following the
appointment of former

edish Prime Minister Carl
idldt as the new European

Uniommediator
The declaration was near

. identical to a statement made

of Seven leaders

‘riday after the
had

h?' the Grou
alone late
Bosnian government

larinched a major otfensive to
smash the Serb stronghold on
Sarajevo,

Report trom Brussels says:
NATO has become powerless
to protect the Sarajevo “safe
haven” in the face of the
escalating hostilities raging on
fronts around the Bosnian
capital, diplomatic and mili-
tar‘é sources said here today.

idtce- tlashes between
Bosniafi government forces
and Bosnian Serbs prompted
El-:nf:s from the North At
tic Treaty Organisation to
fly over the secessionist Serb

stronghold Pale Friday, but
such high-altitude “buzzing” is
having less and less effect on

developments on the ground,
the sources said.

“There is great concern
within NATO” following the
worsening situation on the
ground, a diplomat stressed,
adding that the alliance flights

See Page 12 Col 6

Explorers see bright prospects
of finding oil, gas in Bay

Scottish ' and Dutch
venture Cairn Energy
and Holland Sea Se sce
very brnight prospects of find-
ing gas and oil reserves 1 the
B.aLnf Bengal and plan to drill
at least two wells next year.
The two loieign companies
had carlicr signed twe sepa-
;a;; agreements to explore
1y ;?:th' n geserves in the
Bay of Bengal o the coasts of
Cox's Bazar-Sandwip region
known as Block-16 and of
Chittagong région known as
Block-15

Initial survey in Block-16
was completed in March last.
Seismuc data of 1900 kms and

ravity data of 2000 kms
ve already been processed
to ascertain the existence of
hydro-carbon reserves in the
area. Seismic survey m Block-
15 area will begin 1n Decem-
ber and two wells will be de-
veloped atter assessment, said
WBB Gammel! 1n an interview
with The Daily Star recently,

The joint venture is t
first by a foreign group to
start gas-oil exploration in
Bay Eliwing the govern-
ment's 1992 Energy Roun-
dtable in the USA. Sine then
the govermment has been
following a fust come-first

+ Tation wor

Wr Khan
o f"r&ilh J515 pegotiations to at-
E-? ract toreign companies for

t-xpluraunn

But after July 30 next there
will be competitive bidding
only,

according o Petro-

.":“'d:"'al.- ] Cr ?!5":.' =

WRBH Gammel

EEafnmcl is optimistic

about striking oil-gas in the
Bay. He said more resources

Ml be de ed for explo-
- gy -~ m the next 12
mon ' ¢ may spend 10
milhon dollars — Lut that de-

pends on how quickly we can
analyse the seismic data.”

“If we succeed in dnlling
wells, we may increase our
investment, We have already
spent 3 million US dollars
here *

Focussing on prospects in
Block 15 where 28 million
dollafs would be i1nvested
over a period of seven years,
Gammell said, “We hope to
develop the Semutang gas
ficld by 1997

GCammell sees good
prospects for marketing gas

and gas-tired electrigity in
'ée are also discussi
with Midland Electricity o
England to set up a 40
Megawatt power plant utilis-
ing the natural gas of the Se-
mutang gas field " he added.
According to the agree-
ment foreign ies will
sell gas or oil to Petr
in case of selling oil-gas to a
thisd party, spproval rom the
&uumaﬂ! be necessary.
Besides ever increasing
domestic market, the Karna-

E:u]i Fertilizer Compan
), which consumes

million cubic feet gas daily as
a potential buyer, accoﬂi,
to Gammell —

L ] L [
injured in
Staff Correspondent

At least 14 people were
killed and 31 others injured in
separate incidents in Dhaka,
Narsingdi and Faridpur yes-
terday. _ .

Four people were killed
and one sustained bullet in-
juries in separate incidents in
the city yesterday, according

to our DMCH correspondent.

A pedestrian, identified as
Liton, 25, was ran over by a
spc:{fing truck on North
South Road in the city early
yesterday.

Sujan, 18, a coolie, re-
ceived fatal injuries when a
sack of rice, he was carrying,
accidentally fell on him yes-
terday afternoon. He died
soon after being admitted to

the Dhaka Medical College,

Hospital (DMCH).
Badal, 18, a pipe-fitter, was
See Page 12 Col 1

BB monitoring

By Staff Correspondent
Bangladesh Bank Governor
Khurshed Alam, while talking
to The Dail
reiterated that two leadi
business houses, Beximco a
Islam G of Industries, in-
1 ee private sector
ing" to pay
back instalmentsmcff undue
loans taken from the IFIC, Ut-
;iﬁ and Arab-Bangladesh

However, he denied that
the business houses were de-
faulting on their loan repay-
ments. He said the two group
have paid their installments
till December last and they
have repaid about one-third
of the amount so far.

The central bank governor
was responding to questions
See Page 12 Col 7

More business
bodies hail
budget

By Statt Correspondent

Muore business organisa-
tions have hailed the pro-
posed budget for the vear
1995-96.

Redwan Ahmed MP presi-
dent of the Bangladesh Gar-
ment Manufacsurers and Ex-
porters Association (BGMEA)
tecmed the budget as a "step
In tume."

Welcoming the budget in a
stateiment yesterday, Redwan
Ahmud said, the proposed ex-

See also Page-6

tension of the Tax Huliday
upto the yvear 2000, extension
ot Bonded Warehousing facil-
itwes to tew more export
items, turther simplification of
the Duty Draw Back system
and exemption of duty on
vanous cxport items will help
auli:nmm the export-oriented
industries and accelerate the

industrialisation of the coun- .

trv
See Page 12 Col 3

2 Shantibahini

men shot dead

By Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 17:
Two Shantibahini men were
shot dead after an exchange of
fire with security personnel
on Friday afternoon at Bi-
laichhari near Rajshatali under
Rangamati hill district, official
source said today.

Some arms and ammuni-
tion including a rifle, one
SMC and one revolver were
recovered.

The security personnel
while on a hunt for rescui
two bank officials abducte
recently by Shantibahini had
the encounter for half an
hour. But in the face of resis-
tance rest of the Shantibahini
men fled into deep forest.

Mother, baby
slaughtered

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, June 17: A
mother and her baby were re-
portedly slaughtered and left
on an embankment adjacent
to the town today, police

The victims could not be
identified immediately.

Police recovered the bod-
ies and sent them to the Sadar
Hospital for autopsy. Police
also found a polythefe bag
containing a hand-fan in-
scribed with a name — Farida
Parveen Mannan— left beside
the bodies, on the Bakalghapa
Sringer Barrage
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EC will seek amendment to
law regarding ID card

=

| ;i“ht: Election Commissiony
(EC) has decided to seek

necessary amendments to the *

existing law so that it can
issue identity (ID) cards only
in selected areas, sources con-
cerned said yesterday.

The EC took the decision
atter examining different
aspects of the issuance of ID
cards to the voters.

Under the EC Bill passed

| bi,( Parlhlament last year, every
Cil

rible voter must be pro-
vided with ID cards before
holding general elections,
HE:hEElLlFEd for early next year.
_ But, after holding a series
ot meetings with computer
experts, the EC has perceived
that it would not be possible
to issue 1D cards to all voters
within the stipulated time,

By Krishna P Roy and Morshed A Khan
~ the sources pointed out.

The EC is now thinking of
selecting some suitable areas
tor issuance of ID cards before
the next elections. All voters
would be brought under the
ID card programme gradually,
an EC official said.

Chiet Election Commis-
sioner Justice AKM Sadeque
said, many factors and vari-
ables will work when prepara-
tion of ID card will begin. In
no cnuutrir, such number of
voters could be provided with
D cards within this time pe-
riod.-

The Chief Election Com-
missioner is expected to in-
form the government its deci-
sion today or tomorrow the
sources said.

The EC is yet to finalise

See Page 12 Col 7

50.30m enrolled

as voters

By Staff Correspondent

Some 50.30 million people
havebeen enrolled as voters in
the new voter list, according
to a preliminary estimate of
the Election Commission

{EC_IL.
he EC, however, said
data from some areas of the
country are yet to reach.

The previous voter list,

" had put the voters' number at

60.25 million but as par the
1991 census the over-18

gnpulatiﬂn should be some
0.70 million in 1995,

The difference in the ficure
is because many voters had
enrolled themselves in the
voter list more than once, EC

officials said.

Star yesterday,

Moudud under fire at
JP presidium meet

Star Report

Jatiya Party leader Mou-
dud Ahmed faced severe
criticism at the party presid-
ium meeting vyesterday for
the observations against JP-
chief Ershad in his pub-
lished recently.

The presidium meeting be-
gan at 8 last night at the Gul-
shan residence of acting party
chairman Mizanur Ra n
Chowdhury.

Chaire? by Mizan, the
meeting continued for three-
and-a-half hours and was ad-
journed till 5 pm today.

After discussing the politi-
cal® situation aﬁ on-going
programmes of the party, the
presidium took up the issue of
the controversy created by
Moudud's book 'Democrac
and the Challenges of Devel-
opment.

- Moudud,

a tormer wvice

president and prime minister
undcer deposed president Er-
shad and presently a member
of |P presidium, was also pre-
sent at the meeting.
According to meeting
sources, the presidium mem-
bers, who took part in yester-
day's deliberations, resented
the casting of aspersions on
the party chairman and said
that this had damaged the im-
e of both Ershad and the JP.
discussion on M 's
book would continue today
and the party is likely to
come to a decision in this re-
gard. :
Meanwhile, the lead-
ership has Iem)rtedhm{ received
advice from Ershad, now in
jail. Party sources said that
Ershad advised the leadership
not to po tor extreme action
See Page 12 Col 4

11 lakh MT security

food stock planned

Star Report

The government has fixed
a target of building a security
stock of 11 lakh tonnes of
foodgrains for fiscal 1995-96
to meet any possible shortage

of supply in the market.
'L"Eﬁr lan is to maintain
this stock and we have al-
ready arranged more than
eight lakh tonnes,” an author-
itative source in the Food
Ministry said yesterday. |

Elaborating, the source
said about seven lakh tonnes
have reached government
godowns while over one lakh
tonnes are being unloaded at
the Chittagong and Mongla

ports.

The government plans to

build the security stock
through imports and internal
procurement.

Under the ongoing IRRI-
Boro procurement drive, the

overnment has a target of

uying three lakh tonnes of
rice for the security stock. But
it is unlikely to be achieved
due to poor response from the
farmers, one source pointed
out. '

Official sources said th.at
the Food Department has so
far procured about 70,000
tonnes of rice and 20,000
tonnes of paddy since the be-
ginning of the drive last
month.

“Farmers are reluctant to
sell their rice and paddy to
the Food Department since
they are getting h.iﬁher prices

in the market, the sources
said.

The procurement price of
IRRI-Boro for the current sea-
son is Taka 11.25 per kg for
rice and Taka 7.15 per kg for

paddy.
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The frontal view of the burning hospital in Budennovsk,

Russia yesterday after intense fighting between a group of
Chechen rebels and Russian Special Fordes. :

(Story on Page 5). — AFP

‘Govt working to
establish
Islamic values’

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday said
her government is fulfilling its
pledges to the people and also
working for establishing Is-
lamic values and justice in the
soclety, reports UUNB.

The BNP government has
been working up to its
pledges given during the anti-
autocracy agitation and be-
fore the 1991 election, she
said.

Begum Zia was addressing
a grand conference of the
Bangladesh National. Muslim
Marriage Registrar and Kazi
Samity on the occasion of its
centenary at the Osmani
Memorial Auditorium in the
afternoon. The samity came
into being in 1892.

The Prime Minister said
Almighty Allah says in the
Holy Quran: "Fulfil commit-
ments; you have to account

See Page 12 Col 8 _

Solution to crisis
still possible:
Khandaker Delwar

Chief Whip Khandaker
Delwar Hossain felt the ur-
gﬁnc}f of a consensus between
the ruling partg and the Op-
position to end the current
political impasse.

“People want an immediate
solution to the political crisis
the country is passing thro-
ugh”, he told UNB in his
parliament office yesterday
alternoon.

Hossain, who had played
an active role in the govern-
ment-Opposition parleys in
the past, said, “We should not

et disappointed for what we
ave lost, rather political

leadershi
ward to
tion to the crisis.

“It"s not i ible to find
a solution mﬁ still possi-
ble.” He said, “We have al-
ready been late, but better
late than never.”

In the wake of an impend-
ing deterioration in the situa-
tion in case of Opposition

See Page 12 Col 2

Azad rejects
polls under
party in power

Awami League leader Ab-
dus Samad Azad yesterday
said there cannot be any by-
election or fresh election n
the country under a political
pmf in | I.

“It will not be possible in
this country and 1t will not
help them stay in power,”
Azad said while talking to
UNB over the prevailing po-
litical situation.

Azad, a Presidium member
of the party, blamed the gov-
ernment for pushing the
country towards a total crisis
by ing parliament inef-,
fective as well as i ing the
people’s demand for a care-
taker government.

How the government
could place the budget in an
'ill:ﬁz parliament” deserted

t entire Opposition
which represents 69 per cent
of the electorate, said Azad,

See Page 12 Col 4

Ovi arrested

Former Chhatra Dal leader
Golam Faruk Ovi was arrested
hmhc a residence n;t Eskaton in
t City yesterday, reports
UNB.

He was arrested at about
1-30 Detective Branch
of Police follo an order
from the Home Minister for

140 days detention, police
sources said.

should come for-
r out a solu-



