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Architecture sans Humanity

by Abdul Hannan

\rchitects spend longer than other tech-
qicians such as lawyers and doctors in ap-
prenticeship. In these long years of gestation,
they -acquire various degrees of competence
over such lexical curiosities as 'pencil’,
¢levation', ‘atrium’, ‘perrida’ and post-struc-
turalism'. Those that l-i:arn to command the
rudimentary skills with facility then may be
enticed into less sure territory, making the
sroblematic overlap from glorified draftsman-
ship to more rarified academic terrains. For
the self-confident architect (and most archi:
tects are selt-confident as ego is so important
to them) anything becomes acceptable for

consumption —
philosophy, poetics,
ccology and so on.
Natural extensions
some may say. But
you may have come
architects, with a
confidence border-
ing on hubris, who
stride disastrously
into more demand-
ing intellectual do-
mains. It is thus
that the harmless
student builder re-
casts him/herself in
the aura of the seer
or the social re-
former. As with the
current-day tastes
tor instant, func
tional buildings, so
it is with such de-
luded souls — all
surface texture and
no substante. 4

For most architects have, sadly, little no-
tion of what it means to be human. Le Cor-
busier, perhaps the most influential architect
of the twentieth century, once said with con-
temptuous disregard for his own species, 'A
human being is a machine for living in one of
my houses.’ This, a statement of the worst
conceptual inversions of modernism, has
since been superseded by so-called post-mod-
ernist trends where irony and pastiche sub-
vert dominant processes, or 'texts' to use the
spiel. That is as it may be, but for most of us
who live in shoebox buildings, we can only
look to the 'showpieee' products of our archi-
tects to measure the extent of their grasp on
reality. And where better to start, dear
reader, than in Baridhara?

This locale, the haven of Bangladesh's new
generation of economic stormtroopers and
mega-criminals, boasts buildings of such
painful bombast, such diabolical eyesore, that
you wish the ground would part to swallow
yvou up. On second thoughts, you wish the
ground would part to swallow up these foul
concrete warts instead.

In terms of sheer cheek and outright arro-
gance, the award for the worst violation of vi-
sual space is shared by an important embassy
again in Baridhara, and the local office of
world's number one financial institution lo-
cated in Panibagh. The former is a menacing,
behemoth-like tortress. It represents the im-
portance of Bangladesh to the concerned

-

country's geopolitical interests in the region
its unequivocally alien bearing communi-
cates towering superiority over the natives
scurrying to and fro outside. The building
symbolizes the same principle used by Em-
peror Hadrian who constructed 'mile castles’
as part of the wall which monitored unruly
Picts in the north of Roman Britannicus. On
the other hand, the Pan’baﬁh office is not an
arrogant declaration of po itical_f)rjmn eni-
ture, but a furtive, introverted building. It ac-
tually faces away from the road it stands on,
like a guilty schoolboy who has turned away
from you to hide the candy he has stolen.

If buildings are
stories or meta-
phors, then ar-
chitects are the sto-

tellers and meta-
phorists who relate
them to us. The
current story is a
badly told one of
barbarism and do-
mination. The ave-
rage architect’s irre-
levant grasp of fu-
turism, mannerism,
art and the rest tells
us little and wholly
fails to dignity the
new architecture in
Bangladesh. The
samples on display
in Baridhara are
simply accounts of
unrestrained self-
regard, undiluted
NArcissism.

So what has ha-
ppened to humanity in architecture! Where
are the shapers of today and the dreamers of

tomorrow?! For a '

oup of people that enjoys
entertaining such Elgh falutin thoughts, wl}erc

are the ideas? Here we can give way to the
US-based Bengali deconstructionist Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak, who recently interposed
at a conference of architects in Chandigarh.
"Don't expect too much”, seems to be the
conclusion of her interjection. She berated
the profession for twiddling with ideas they
scarcely understood but nevertheless desired
as accoutrement for their intellectual
pretensions.

There are of course a few brilliant and vi-
sionary architects, but precious few. For the
most that mtrude on our lives with their glass
boxes, reducted verandahs and concrete tow-
ers, they offer creative bankruptcy, not hope.
For such sad creatures, ignorance of man
seems to be a prerequisite for success in their
trade. This ignorance they have ample oppor-
tunity to cmvate through close fraterniza-
tion with corporation administrators and
town planners.

It seems that for most architects, sensitiv-
ity to the human environment through cul-
tural, political, social and ecological aesthet-
ics is a cosmetic academic dalliance that has
little to do with the architect's real yocation,
which is to make serious money. " '

Desperate, shameful, false or, even disgust-
ing.
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General Electric Manufacturing Co. Ltd.
(BSEC)

Patenga, Chittagong
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ladesh yesterday submitted a
memorandum containing its
| 3-point recommendations,
reports BSS

The memorandum, submi
tted by secretary general of
the institution Zabed Igbal,
called tor the realisation of
the institution’s recommen
dations .

The recommendations
inc luded the stopping of what
they called the undue inter
terence of the ministry to
smoothly conduct adminis-
trative activities of the agn-
cultural sector, steps to
appoint the members of BCS
|agriculture}, BCS (livestock|
and BCS (hsheries) irto differ-
ent posts ot BCS (adminis-
tration), upgrading the posts
of the seventh grade of agri-
culture cadre to grade six,
filling up the vacant posts of
the Agnicultural Extension
[Mrectorate, introduction of
scparate cadre service in the
Cotton Development Huard,

and restarung the activities of
the BADC.

Chittagong/ Free Dehvﬂ Basis:

Consolidated Tender Notice

Sealed ofters with 1% Earnest Money are invited by General Electric Manufacturing Co
Ltd, Patenga, Chittagong for procurement of the following matenals on C&F(C),

Sl No

Tender No & Date

GEM /COM /F /250 dt 5-6-95

Paper Insulated Ik 300/- 1240795  Cash, Tied/
Loan, Grant eic
2 GEM/COM/F/251 dt 5-6-95 Transformer Ohl Tk 200/ - -do- -do-
short Local Tender:
3 GEM/COM/586/9596 dt 5-6-95 Shill Karai Wood Tk 50/- 28-06-95 Cash
4 GEM/COM/134/95 dt 5-6-95 Cotton Tape Tk 50/- -do- dor
5 GEM/COM/135/95 dt5695 Zinc lnﬁm, Tin [nﬂ Tk 50/- do- -do-

lender Documents will be available during office hour except opening date on cash
payment (Non-refundable) from the following Offices:
1 Cash Section, Accounts Section, Bangladesh Steel & Engineering Corpn, BSEC Bhaban,
i 102, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215

~B

NO-BSEC /PRD /246
DFF-14698-11/6

' Descnption of Materials | Cost of

e —— o

Document

. S

2 Cash Section, Accounts Deptt, GEM Co Ltd, Patenga. Chittagong
“o Tender Documents will be sold on the date of opening

national budget.

The Jauva Party brought out a procession in the city vesterday denouncing the proposed

— Star photo

.......

.......

| Dhaka-Ctg coaches

....
_____

Rt aic e

s

e

T
e o

e -
o o o -.&..ﬁ 2

PRECARIOUSLY PERCHED. A makeshift winch gave way

in an under-construction multi-storied building in the city’s
F.skaton area vesterday. The sudden collapse caused one of
the two workers to fall to the ground and sustain grievous
mjuries, while the other desperately clung on as the fall of
the contraption was finally halted by the ledge. Rescuers are
seen trying to help him to safety

Rain, gusty win

Light to moderate rain or thundershower accompanied
by temporary gusty wind 1s likely at a few places over Chit-
tagong and Bansal divisions and at one or two places over
Khulna, Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions during the 12 hours
till 6 pm today, reports UNB

The Met Office says day temperatures may rise by 1-3
degrees Celsius over the country

In 1ts outlook for today and tomorrow the Met Otfice
predicted no marked change Giving extended outlook for
another tive days, the weatherman said that rainfall is likely
Ly INCTreEase

Meanwhile, Sylhet experienced 25 millimetres of rain
and Cox's Bazar 4 millimetres during the 36 hours ending 6
pm yesterday
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yet O resume
Dperatmn
By Staff Correspondent

Luxury coaches on the
Dhaka-Chittagong route did
not leave the city for the fifth
day yesterday.

Although there was a
chance to resume operation
trom last night, the transport
agencies failed to run the ve-
hicles as a suitable place for a
new terminal was yet to be
found.

Around 30 transport agen-
cies, mostly operating luxury
coaches on the Dhaka-Chit-
tagong route, stopped plying
their vehicles following the
eviction from their 'unautho--
rised’ bus stand at Fakirerpool
Sunday morning.

Prize bond
draw

The 122nd draw ot the 10
Taka Bangladesh Prize Bonds
was held yesterday at the
Chittagong Zilla Parishad
Hall, Chittagong. The Addi-
tional Commissioner, Chit-
tagong Division, Muhammad

siye By fﬂar 3

FLAT TO-LET
One 1st floor flat at House No-24, Road-5, Sector-4 at Uttara Model

Town having 3 beds attached Bath, Drawing, Din
most modern kitchen, Garage etc. Monthly Rent Tk. 7
All flats are ready for immediate occupancy.

Contact :

, Varanda,
- + Bills.

S5-291

House No. 34, Road No 9/A (New)
Dhanmongh R/A, Dhaka-1209
Tel : 325848

Admission in eleventh class of HSC (Science, |
Commerce & Humanities) will begin soon. |
Students who have completed’ O Level, SSC or |
any other equivalent examinations successfully
may apply now. Those awaiting their results
may as well enquire at the college office.

Dr Nazma Yeasmeen Haque |
Principal |

GLAXO BANGLADESH LIMITED

Career Opportunity
Glaxo Bangladesh Limited is looking for an energetic young
person aged between 25-30 years as Management Trainee in
the EDP Department. The position is based at the Company's
Head Office in Chittagong and reports to the EDP Manager.

The candidate should have the following qualifications :

- Masters in Science or Commerce with minimum 2 First
Division with Computer Software/Hardware experience.

Good knowledge of different types of operating systems
and popular packages is essential.

Experience of programming. with FOXPRO/DBASE/CLI

C Language and other similar packages is essential.
Fluent verbal and written communication skill in English is
necessary and should possess analytical competence and
problem solving ability.

On successful completion of the training period, the incumbent
will be absorbed in the Management Cadre of the Company.

The position carries good future prospects for the right candi-
date. Please write in confidence with full curriculum vitae and
recent passport size photograph to Company Secretary, Glaxo
Bangladesh Limited, P.O. Box 53. Chittagong by 22 June, 1995.

Abdus Sattar presided, says
an official handout.
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ot Tk 50,000 183917; sec- - e e _ )
ond prize of Tk 10,000 — ) i % "
331723; tour prizes of Tk W gé
1,000 each 367199,
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495057.

@ Tender Notice

University of Dhaka: Sealed Tenders in Dhaka
University torm "Tender for work"” are hereby invited
trom the Ist & 2nd class enlisted contractors
(Electrical) ot Dhaka University for the works of
Installation of underground cable line for different
building of residential area at North Nilkhet" and
will be received by the undersigned up to 12 Noon on
the 27th June 1995 and opened on the same day at 12-
15 PM in presence of the contractors who may remain
present. Contractors will have to deposit as Earnest
Money a sum of Tk. 3,685/- only in Demand Draft or

Pay Order from a scheduled Bank of Bangladesh in
favour ot Executive Engineer (Electrical), Dhaka-

University lender torm, schedule and other
particulars may be had from the office of the
undersigned up to 12 Noon on all working days except
on the date fixed for submitting the tender on payment
of Tk 100/= only (non refundable) to the Janata Bank,
Dhaka University Branch after obtaining permission
from the undersigned. The authority reserves the
right to accept or reject any tender without assigning
any reason. The contractors are liable to abide by the
decision of the authority

Md Abdul Matin Miah

FExecutive Engineer (Electrical)
University of Dhaka

@ Tender Notice

No. 11 (7) Engg

UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA:

Dated: 15-6-1995
Sealed tenders in Dhaka University form "Tender for works™ are

hereby invited from the Enlisted contractors (Bidg) of Dhaka University for the undermentioned works and
will be received by the undersigned upto 12 Noon on the dates mentioned against each work and opened on
the same day at 12.15 PM in presence of the contractors who may remain present. Contractors will have

to deposit as Earnest Money a sum

of Taka as stated below in Demand Draft or Pay Order from any

scheduled Bank of Bangladesh. Specification and other particulars may be had from office of the
undersigned upto 12 Noon on all working days except on the date fixed for submitting the tender after
depositing the cost of tender forms and schedule as stated below against each work to the Janata Bank.
TSC, Branch (non-refundable) after showing the necessary enlistment papers endorsed by the

" Name of works

S|

</

1 Repairing, Painting, Polishing,
Distempering to the VC office,
Lounge room, Senate room &
office room for the Senate
meeting. (Short notice tender)
Repainng to the Surface drain
and appron of the Provost
Bungalow of Kabi Jashim Uddin
Hall, DU
Petty repairs of flat No 22/R
at Nilkhet area, DU
Repairs 1o the flat No. 19/A at
South Fuller Road, DU

Piceof | Time allowed for | Opening
lender form | completion date | _date

Tk. 45/= 15 days 21st June
%

| Esti.Cost | Eamest
e IO

Tk. Tk.
48812000 977)=

Tk

Tk -
213/=

. 15 days
10,630/90

Tk.
25,/91/57

Tk.
516/=
Tk.
300/=

Tk. 3¢ 15 days

Tk. 20/=
Md. Muldesur Rahman

Executive E
University of Dhaka

15 days




