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Mohammedan
Sporting Club
prevailed over
their arch-rivals
Abahani Krira
Chakra by a soli-
goal to finish top from
Group B in the Beximco 13th
Federation Cup lootball tourna-
ment vesterday.

b Jroan ol o packed audi-
enee at the Noodlit Dhaka Sta-
dium midhelder Allaz scored
the all-important goal in the
22nd minute with a 25-vard
right-footer to enable Mo-
hammedans celebrate their
first win against Abahani since
they beat the sky blues for last
time in the DMFA Cup, 1993.

Bul whatever the outcome
mayv be of vesterday's match,
{he irue spirit of the most
popular sporting event in thé
world have won as the 40,000
crowd at-the big bowl enjoyed
| the spill-thrill encounter.

Although the season's first
meeting of the two giants in
the local sports circuit was
scheduled for a 7:00 pm kick-
off. the big bowl was over-
Nooded with soccer zealots
one hour before the the Dhaka
derby. Supporters of both
teams waved their giant flags,
blasted crackers before enjoy-
\ing the mest mpemorable en-
counter- between the two out-
fits.

The match picked up the
tempo from the word go with
Abahani dominating the first
fifteen minutes with waves of
attack.

In the very first minute
Viadimir. who along with Aba-
hani's another foreign recruits
Sergei played the pivotal /role
~ of every attack. set Partha free
" just outside the Mohammedan
box. But Partha's ‘scorching
drive was spectacularly saved

LAy

by Mchammedan custodian*®

Portir, who tipped the ball over
the bar for a corner.
Six minutes later Ponir
ain came to his side's rescue
when the nationat poalkeeper
muh.- a diving save before a
menacingly poised Viadimir
could have pose any threat.

in the tenth minute striker
Biplob deprived "the Dhan- .

*  mondi outfit of a lead when he
headed an Igbal -right. flank

Afsar tennis
results

Azharul ,Hoques Moni an-

| nexed the under 14 boys' sin-

gles Lite: i tepnis:. . ool
Euurnanwn{ &ﬁﬂ{ﬁﬁimn}an
Ram 6-2. 1-6.' 6-2 at’ the

Ramna National Complex yes-
terday. reports BSS.

Moni _and Niranjan reached
the final eliminating Rahat
Kamal and Mohsin respec-
tively in the semifinals.

in the women's singles.
Shathi Sarkar and Chan Cook-
sori entered the linal. Sathy
Sarkar ouiplayved Chowdhury
Rowshan Kabir Mithun 6-0. 6-

1 while Chan Cookson beat
Yasmin Aluned Urmi 6-0),, 6G-3
in the semitinals. The final will
be held on Fridav. - :

. In the under-12 bhovys’ sin-
gles, Sved Aziz Raj clinched
the title deteating Kanchan 6-
2. 6-4, '

Earlier.

title' heating Baishakhi E-
6-1.

The under-16 boys' singles
final between Shafique and
Salahuddin will take place to-
- dayat 4:30 pm.

One hundred and fifteen
plavers are 1aking part in dil-
ferent evenis of the tourna-
meéni.. organised by the
Bang!admh Tennis Fli!ﬂ'atiun

i1 1hé' under-14
girls’ singles. Rumana won the -

Sports Reporter

floater wide off the mark from
close. ;

Meanwhile,. the Mo
hammedans after surviving
those close calls gradually set-
tled into a groove with their
midfield playmaker Arman
finding his prolific rhythm.

The dapper Mohammedan
midfield magician, who was
the linchpin of the black and
whites' DMFA Cup triumph
early this year, with a touch of
class created the first positive
scoring opportunity in the
17th rhinute.

" With a defence splitting
through Arman set Ranjan,
who galloped threugh the right
flank before releasing a perfect
cross deep into the heart of
Abahani defence.

+ But the fierce shot from Al-
faz was brilliantly saved by
Abahani's custodian Dhanu for
a flag-kick.

Two minutes later Arman
unleashed a sudden thunder-
ous shot from about 25-yard
that went out hitting the
cross-piece much to the dis-
may of the mercurial mid-
fielder.

‘Then came the shot of the
day from nowhere. Alfaz after

MSC defeat Abahani

feeble right-looter into an
apen nel was miraculeusly
saved by Monsur from goalline

Abahani had got two
chances to neutralise the mar-
gin in the highly enterprising
first hali. But both were saved
by Porir with great aplomb

Ponir first parted a Partha
free-kick in the 32nd minute
dtving to his right and then cu:
off yet another pile drive from
Sergei for & corner two min-
utes from the lemon break.

in the second hall Mo
hammedans looked more or-
ganised against Abahani enjoy-
ing a better territorial domi
nance. They got three more
chances but their forwards
failed to capitalise on those sit-
ters due to poor marksman
ship.

Mohammedans, who did
not take the risk of felding
their two Nigerian booters de
spite having registered them
with the Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF] on Tuesday
night. justified the ploy as Lhe
local booters continued their
fabulous all-win record this
SEAsOn.

Mohammedans will now
take on Brothers Union in the

st

Huhammt:duna defﬂnder Alamglr (L) and ﬁ.bdhﬂnl

striker Jamal strain every nerve to take control over the ball
during their Beximco -13th Federation Cup football tour-
nament group league Enkagement at the Dhaka Stadium

yesterday.

receiving a ball from a counter
attack took a few steps
through the middie before
taking a blistering shot that
blasted into the upper-hand
corner of the Abahani net. And
in the stands a zillion black

- amnd “white supporters gave a

detining cry.
After the
‘mmedans

goal Mnha—

the Abahani defence nakedly.
The  Abahani. agony turned
grave when their most reliable

defender Monem Munna left
the field sustaining an injury

following a tussle with Dhanu.

In the 25th minute' Arman
'dodged past a couple of Aba-

hani defenders- with sheer

‘brilliante but shot straight to

Dhanu. Three minutes later
Arman gave a néat cross from
the right which went to an on-
rushing Ranjan after Dhanu
had to lend his hand
to deflect the ball. But Ranjan's

continued their
ults with Arman exposing .

— Star photo

Eeq:;ﬂnd semifinal on June 17
while Abahani will meet de-

fending champions Muktijod- -

dha Sangsad in the first semi-
final, scheduled to be held on

Friday. |
TEAMS

MOHAMMEDAN SC: Ponir,
Alamgir, Kafser, Ruhul Amin,

Jewel Rana. Monwar Munna,
Manik, Arman [Rupu). Ranjan,
Alfaz and Milan.

ABAHANI KC: Dhanu, Man-

soor A, Munna [Alf Mansoor),
Sohel Reza. Hasan Al-Mamun,
lgbal (Swapan). BSergei,

Vliadimir, Partha. Biplob (Joy)
and Jamal. .

| Referee: R Alam.

Earlier. in the day's first
match at the same Vvenue,
Fakirerpool Youngmen's Club

beat Chittagong Abahani KC 1-
0. ;

Asif Yousuf netted the

" match-winner from a penalty

in the 21st minute.

RIO DE. JANEI-
RO, June 14: Wo-
rid Cup heroes
Bebeto and Ro-
mario
out of the next -
month's Copa America as Brazil
announced a squad largely
similar to the one which
- oufclassed Sweden., England
and Japan last week, reports
Reuter.

Goach Mario Zagaln refused

e = =

H’DHARID
to discuss the national team ?.l
ture of the players who formed
Brazil's striking duo at the
World Cup last year. saying
only that he had made changes

because he wanted a chance to

observe mare players.
“The onlv way you find out

wheither a player is good’

were left _

- club’s favour [pllowing

mano, Bebeto

enough is by putering him in
the team.” he said. "1 don't

. want to talk about players who

were not picked.”

“But he gave a clue about Be-
beto's omission when he said:
"Every 'time we pick him, the
president of his-
IDeportwn la Corund] creates
problems."”

Bebeto was pulled out qf the
'Umbro Cup in England after
FIFA ruled in the Spanish
a dis-
pute between them and Brazil-
ian soccer authorities. Rela-
tions between Romarjo ang
Zagalo have often been cool.

Seven changes were made

to the squad for the tourna-

ment in Uruguay next month.
Key players Roberto Carlos,

Juninho and Edmundo and

Ronaldo were all included.

Bebeto was replaced by
Botafogo striker Tulio, who is
top scorer in this
Janeiro championship with 26
goals. He scored a hattrick for
Brazil when they beat Spanish
club side Valencia 4-2 tarll;:r
this year,

Tulio also scored in recent
friendlies against Israel and

World Cup poalkeeper Taf-
farel. who did not go 1o Eng-

land because of club commit-
menis, replaced Zetti.

Zagalo said he saw Ar-
'gentina as favourites for the
competition and ddmitted he
knew little about Brazil's first
round opponents Peru. Ecua-
dor and Colombia.

club-

yvear's Rio de

snubbed

SQUAD
" Goalkeepers Danrlel
(Gremio), Dida (Cruzeiro), Taf-
farel [Atletico Mineiro).

Defenders — Jorginho
(Kashima Antlers), Roberto
Carlos (Palmeiras).. Rodrigo

(Vitoria), Aldair (Romal, Andre

" Cruz (Napoli), Ronaldao (Shi-

mizu), Narciso (Santos).
Midfielders — Cesar Sam-
paio {‘r’nlrmhama Flugels). Dun-

ga l":lul‘lﬂdrl‘_i Zinho l‘r’ﬁkn-

BEBETO

~hama Flugels) Leonardo (Ka-

shima Antlers), Juninho (Sao
Paulo). Leandro (Vasco da
Gama), Beto (Botafogo), Souza
[Corinthians).

Forwards — Ronaldo (PSV
Eindhoven). Edmundo (Pal-
meiras), Tulio (Betafogo), Savio
{(Flamengno).

L ‘ Cricketers scored

"Football is a game of goals. "
uttered a satisfied Manik, the
captain of the Mohammedan
Sporting Club, after prevailing
in a thrilling 1-0 victory over
their traditional rivals Abahani
Krira Chakra in the last round

robin league match of the Bex-

imco 13th Federation Cup
tournament at the floodlit
Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

"They plaved a better game
than us bul ended empty-
handed, responding to a
query Manik said and added
that Abahani en 70 per
cenl possession ring the
game and their midfield and
defence were good. especially
the two foreigners.

"Alfaz was the best player.”
said Manik but he did not give
full credit to the lone scorer
instead blamed Abahani's ‘cus-
todian Dhanu as well.

L Regarding tactics the black

and whites' skipper explained
they were told to utilise any
-scoring chances by their
Nigerian coach Ikhana. Be-
sides. man to man marking
was another pre-planned dect-
sion. ’
I".und Jdewel Rana were en-
trusted the responsibility of
comtaining Viadmir and . Ser-
fei.” he added.
- Meanwhile. [khana was 'ob-
viouslv relievedd with his team s

performance though they had
to work hardoer

Nat'l chess meet
R ll] t
IM Zia

Sports Reporter

The final round of the 21st
national (hess championship
began with an upset when de-
fending champion Interna-
tional Master (IM) Ziaur Rah-
man suffered a stunning defeat’
al the hand of the youngest
qualifier ol the competition.
Enamul Hagque Rajib, at the
chess room of the National
Sports Council {NbE] yester-
day.

Rajib. of the Bobby Fishers
Chess Club. capitalising on a
weak move of Zia at the last leg
of the match forced him to
surrender in the 64th move.

However. last vears run-
ner-up M Reefat-bin-Sattar
started his campaign with 'a
comfortable win over Fide
Master (FM) Rezaul Hagque in
the 341h move.

|t the day's other matches,
Abdullah-al- Raktb beat Su-man
Malik. Khondakar Kayes Has-

Ali Amzad won against Ziaul
Qader, Sayeluddin Laviu out-
played Avifuzzaman. Shikdar
and Tovabur Rahman beat
Sheikh Shahadat Hossain.

The match between Khor-
shaed Alam and Armman Monir
was in progress till last report
came i,

Press Club
cricket team
announced

The Jativa Press Club se-
leeted preliminary
Bangladesh mmedia team yes-
terdav (o parttcipate in the
first ¢ver SAARC media cricket
tournament to be held in Hy-.
‘derabad, India from June 26,
reportis BSS.

Besides Bangladesh. Srl.

and host Hyderabad will
participate in the week- lﬂng
tournament.

- The members of'the team
chosen by Lhe selection com-
mittee and apnoupced by the

committee Quamrul | Islam
Chowdhury are.— Partha Tan-
veer Naved (Daily- Sangbad)
feaptain). Mubammad Quam-

ruzzaman. Masud Ahmed Rumi’

{ and Sved Saydur Rahman

Shamirh (Dainik Bangla), Afzal
H Khan [Daily Star)., Mohibul -
Ahsan Shaon and Dilu Khon-
doker (Daily Ittefaq), Syed
Mamun (Bangladesh Observer],
Muztaba Danish (Radio
Bangladesh), Shahriar Ferdous
Suvra [Dainik Janata), Rezaul
Hossain Ripon (Media Syndi-
cate]. Al-Musabbir Sadi
(Independent). Mustafiz Ma-
mun (Sangram). S R Russel
(New Nation). Badal Mustafiz
(Ajker Kagoj) and Jalal Ahmed
Chowdhury (Bangladesh
Times) (coach).

Lotus-Kamal
Div 1l cricket
Sports Reporter

Amateur Cricket Club and
Farashgan| SC won their re-
spective matches in Lotus-Ka-
mal Second Division gqualifying

| cricket league yesterday.

Amateur Club beat Srijony
(ricketers by three wickets at
the Dhanmondi Cricket Sia-
chipm. .

Batting [first. Srijony
116  for
eight in the stipulated 30
overs. Arfeen top-scored with
249 Akhtar and Imran claimed
two wickets pach for Amateur
Chub.

in reply Amateur Club
reached 117 in 28.2 overs los-
ing seven wickets. Imran

scored 22 and Jusel mnd-e 20

for the winners.

san defeated Ataur Rah-man.

o gl

[}HA IRA THLJ K‘JDAY

JUNE

Abahan s untmhdn Dhanu and defender Hunlur {p'rruﬂa‘} while thamedm mlﬂitldtr Alfaz (L) all were at the
wrong end as the ball eluded them og its way to cross the line during the giants engagement of the Beximeo 13th

Federation Cup Football tournament at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday. th-_d-nl won 1-0.

— Star photo

I reimaings

Lanka. Pakistan. Nepal. India

convener ol the club's sports

ROME, June 14:
While Giuseppe
Signori is qld}'lng
al Lazio by pnpl_.l
lar demand, his
Italian internatio-
nal colleague Roberto Baggio

«still did not know on Tuesday

where he would be playing his
soccer nexit season, rrpurla
Rewuter.

“I've had a lot of talks but
there is nothing definite.
Enlng to the US on Thursday

nd then on holiday in Ar
gentina,” Baggio, who plays for
ghampions Juventus, told re-
[H'.'.II"[ETH 1

"M I don't get a deal by the
midd!e of the week then we'll
talk about it when 1 gef back
just beifore the end of the
month.

Baggio's Juventus contraci

expires at the end of June and
the plaver has been umable to
agree terms on a new one. The

ltalian World Cup star has re-
portedly rejected an annual
salary of 1.25 million dollars —
a third less then he now earns.

Baggio. who says he wants
to stay in ltaly. is on the mar-
ket for 21 billon lire (13.1]
nitllinn ¢Blars) but inlerest
lukewarm jor the
monent.

AC Milan have said the

I'm -

price 1s to high ang h.l‘l-'!‘ de-
cided 1o try 1o sigh pu'.-trhnl
Lazio striker Pierluigl Casiraghi
to play alongside Liberian Ge-
orge Weah nex! season.

City rivals Internazionale,
secking a revival under new
presitdent H..auﬂn'lll Hﬂrﬂll

™ .

RBE o -~
seemed favourits to sign Baggio Zoﬂ' not

but their interest has now
cooled. Baggio is unhappy that
Inter g
Juventus” l'ﬂ'Hhuul rnntarnng
l1inh. o g “ N

Signeri, by contrast, Hau

maﬂﬂ-na- with

nw...-

aggm remains in limbo

" worth over the past few days.

 Lazio owner Sergio Crag-
notti was forced to back down
on his decision to sell the pro-
lific marksman to Parma for a
staggering 25 billion lire (15.3

millon dollars) after 4.MG|

irate fans besieged the club's
Roman headguarters on Mon-
day. :
Financier Cra.gnthti has re-

' taliated by saying he will sell
. his Majority stake in the club.

"T'in very upset and don't want
to be involved in sport any
more.” he sairl,

Fiorentina fans rioted when

- their hero Baggle was sold te

Juventus shortly before the
1990 World Cup and similar
protests followed in 1992 after

' Torino transferred winger Gigl

Lentini to AC Milan.

But Monday's evenls in
Rome set a dangerous prece-
dent with fan power” prompi-
ing a club 1o hack outl of a deal.

Newspapers speculated on
whnt the mﬂz fans nﬂﬁt have
had cl

wmw
that Signori had ben. taken off

the market.
E and

Inm
uné“ commented Ehﬂy Las-

twm:n ‘eﬂg ate’

been left in no doubt atnut his tampa.

Rehhagel' reckomng day |

BONN, June 14:
Werder Bremen
coach Otto Reh-
hagel confronts
his future emplo-
yers Bayern Mu-

nith in a dramatic climax to
the German league title race
this weekend. reports Reuler.

After 14 successful years at
leaders Bremen, the 56-year-
old Rehhagel has decided to
move to record champions
‘Bayern next season the
biggest job of his career.

But on Saturday the Bavari-
ans will stand in the way of
Rehhagel's bid to- bring the
German championship to the
northern club for only the
fourth time in their 96-year
history.
¢ " Victory -on the last day of
the season in Munich would
ensure Rehhagel a superb
send-off at Bremen and cap a

=t

brilliant period duririg which

he has guided the club from

the Second Division to German

Leagiie Cup and European .Cup :

Winners' Cup triumphs.
Defeat could hand the title

to Borussia Dortmund who are

just one point behind the lead-

ers and have a chance to

clinch their first crown since
1963 with a home victory over
Hamburgo.

This is the ffth Lnnsecutht
season that the cutcome of the
Bundesliga rests on the final
90 minutes of the season. But
rarely has a coach and a club
been put in such a mﬂuus po-

sition.
Sixth-placed ancrn have
little to play for. Their hopes

of qualifying for Europe next.

season rely largely on fifth-
placed Borussia Moencheng-
ladbach winning the German
Cup later this month and
giving up their UEFA Cup.
place to complete in the Cup

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS —7"

1 Move 39 Springy
a on  tune
iﬂl:ng 40 Spanish

6 Move literary
along on hero
ice 42 Tart

11 Large wine 43 Moreover

bottie 44—
12 Stickler che
~ for details Billy
14 It's Scotch ﬂSpanhh

river 10 Canine
DOWN coat?

1 “Lethal 11 Bit of fire
Weapon” 13 Foliow
star 0" 18 mﬂom."in

2 Hedy

21 Smallest

pie,

3 “But —on 23 Mont
forever” E:nc.t
(Tennyson) autres

4 Word of 25 Prefix for
admonition amor

and water article 5 Showphil- able
18 Incarmation 47 Robber, to  anthropy 27 Cammen’s
16 Ms. RobRoy 6Helikesto. org.?
Gardner 49 Siskel or push little 29 George
17 “Uncle Ebert men Smiley’s
Tom's §1lessofa around creator
Cabin” problem TE of 31 Bit of fire
character 52 A timely um
, 19 “— little word? 8 Mrs. Eddie |
teapol...” §3 European Cantor 33 Somewhat
20 Blackbird river ® Grammati- obsolete
22 54 European calcase 34 Cartoonist
. Solution thme: 28 ming, __Browne
36 Processed
[O[A[TTE[SINPIE]P Al ™ sheepskin
A[GIAIVIERNO[LERLIOINI o o of
MOINETIITAINIKIA ﬂ"""
TIR{U[M[ANJIOINICIE
H EAJIPIA [A[T[H]8] 38 Follow
A'Q,r!-i N[OIVIE]L 41 Interior
DIOM b ARIAITIO[R
A BIAlV um
LIE[K N A
/|E o/8]i[N]G “w
: n:g ;HHIH 48 Sundial
Bt bl Tt Hhialt Erel
ERG ASERD OT nuﬂnu_
me, 50 Workers
haven't org.

"~ Rehhage

The Baycrn players., how-
ever, know they could be ac-
cused of handing the champi-

_ onship to their future boss on a

plate if they go down without a
fight. Yet. scoring the winner
for Bayern might not be the
best preparation for life with
| next season.

Bayern chairman Franz
Beckenbauer has already said
he wuuki not like to-be in the
players shoes.

Few who have followed the
career of Rehhagel since he
took Gver at Bremen in 1981
will bet against him clinching

‘his third title after 1988 and

1993. adding to German Cup
triumphs in 1991 and 1994.

After he began coaching in
1972 he rarely survived more
than two seasons at an array of
clubs including Dortmund,
Saarbrucken and Arminia
Bielefeld.

i

1

Brazil perched
atop FIFA

rankings

ZURICH. June 14 (Rewter):
World champions Brazil main-

tained their fead in the latest

world soccer rankings issued
by FIFA on Tuesday:

Leading placings (end-1994
positions in brackets)

1. Brasgil (1) 67.30 points
2. ltaly (4) 61.53
3. Spain (2) 80.67
4. Norway (8) 60.81
5. Germany (5) 58 60
6. Sweden (3) 58.36
7. Mexico (15) 57.98.
£ Bulgaria (16} 57.93
9. Netherlands (6) 57.40
10. Argentina {109} 57.06
11. Romarnia (11) 56.83
12. Denmark (14) 56.72
L3. Russia (13} 55.88
14. Switzerland (7] 55.23
15. Ireland (9) 54 .69
16. Portugal (20) 54.15
17. France (19} 50.83
18, Nigetia (12) 50.61
19. Belgium (24) 49.53
20: Egypt (22) 47.96
21. Scotland (32) 47.73
22. England (18] 47.35
23. Colombia (17) 47.20
. Tunisia (30) 47.18
Tm‘kw !43] ' aﬂ'.lﬂ
Bau';tuta new
l(j:aptam of
jorentina

ROME. June 14: Argentine
Gabriel Batistuta, leading

scorer in Italy's Serie A last
season, has signed a new con-

iract that will keep hifn with
Fiorentina until 1999, club of-

ficials said on Wednesday. re-
ports Reuter.

“I'm happy to have commit-
ted mysell to Fiorentina for

what should be the prime
years of my career, sﬂd
Batistuta, 26.

"Now | want tg win th.inp
Our minimum aim for nexi
season must be a place in Eu-

rope.” saigl the Argfnun: in-

ternational,

Batistuta will earn an esti-
mated 2.4 billion lire (1.5 mil- -
lion dollars) net per seasonm

and will be the riew captain of
the Fiorentine club.

Striker Batistuta was top’

rer in the Italian first divi-
sion with 26 goals in the sea-
son just ended.

HQQ DS A

H ]
UMIDC]

KNRADAU
Yesterday's

CRYPTOQUIP
HKDNOI

HMUCDCN]
SNZZFH)

‘DNNDICA”

DECIDE TO GET MARRI

ONION RINGS.

HD
H
FNRCA

ZNO

ONQAI.
. IF DINER EMPLOYEES
. THEY'LL SHOP FOR

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: H equals A

The

letter stands for another. If you

is a substitution cipher

in which one

think that X equals O, it

15, 1995



