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Interview with a

by Schrezad Joya Monami Latif

T HE word "Zonta® is
o Sioux. it means "honest
and trustwoerthy”. The
Native American tribe have
little in commeon with the

functions ol the Zonla Intern-
ational Club except perhaps,
its birthplace. Both the Sioux
and Zoanla iniernational origi-
nate in the North American
Continent. The club was
established in 1919 in Buffalo.
New York with the main aim
being the advancement of Lhe
legal. political. economic.

educational and professional .

women in the community, To a
lot ol people lamiliar with
Zonta activities in Dhaka,
Zonita may have seemed clearly
a Banwladeshi (hing. when in
reality il has ils sister
organizations in over 44 coun-
Lries.

Mano Muthu
Candappa. the Districy
Governor ol Zenta for the
South Asian Region was in
Dhaka last week to preside
over the opening of Zonta I\
Bangladesh and to visil
Zonia sisters who she says are
her close friends and "support

Khrishna

" group”. even across the Indian

Ocean. Mano as she is called
by her friends and colleagues
started Zonta in
Coelombo back in 1966 and
since then has been President.
Secretary and Vice-President
to the ¢lub. Elegant in a beauli-
ful black and white Baluchuri
sari. she sal in a resplendent
living room of one of the Zonta
meimbers in Dhaka, and spoke
1o the Daily Star. The lollowing
Is an excerpt.

DS: Tell us a little about
yourself, what do you do pro-
fessionally?

Mauio: | was actually a [Tee-
ke jdurnalist lor a long time.

=i waus [unuy the way | started

-—m'“‘

A journablist and rend

her -

her native -

Lookwig it the Zonta I literdey conder.

suggested | ostart writing be-
cause he was tired to me ask-
ing bimn to lllow up on this
story and that. and so finally
one day | did. | became a frege-
lancer and handled feature
pages while still holding iy
“real job”,

My lather started the hrsi
employment oriented Polytec:
hnie in Sri Lanka in 1912,

where vocational triining oaud

s retarial iraining was
olleredd. This was at a time
when this type ol education
was not well known or popular.
| ook over as administrative

dirccior aflter He retired and’

tockay iy duawvghier is the exec-
utive director. I'm very proud
ol 1he way something my fa-
ther started is now being car-
riedd on by generations of
women in the family.

DS: Why would a woman
join Zonta? What are the quali-
ties which you think would be

appealing to the working
woman?

Mano: | think theres a lol
Zonta can offer a woman. H you

_have a commitment to do
then

something for society,
Zonia is a good organization to
be a part of. Sure you can do
things privately to help society
but as an organized group you
can make more of a difference.

Plus we are sort of a
woman's network group as
well as support group. | re-
cently had a tragedy in my

lamily and | found a special

ik with Zonta. | had all these
woirderful support from
Zomta sisters who made nle
leel that | had special friends
On the other hand., Zonta is
also a network between coun-
iries at the Regional level and
Al the International levei,

DS: According to official
Zonta publications, Zonta is a
"classified organization of ex-
-ecutives in business and pro-
fessions, who are leaders in
their communities...”", how
would these women relate to
those in need? How do you
dispel the stereotype that you
are just another elite women's
charity organization?

Mano: We've never been just
« «harity organization. We do
work for poverty alleviation,
work that has longterm ef-
fects. and we give each -other
support. We network amongst
each other, say within Sri
Lanka as well as the sub-conti-
nent.

DS: Yes, but don't you feel
that somehow you are very dis-
tant from those you are help-
ing?

Mano: It is difficult in Asian
countries, we have such dis-
parities. | don't think we face
much of a problem in Sri
Lanka. we have such a broad
middle class there you see,
who are struggling to keep up
their standard of living. We
have to lift up those less privi-
leged than us, of course it
won't happen overnight: but, it
can happen.

DS8: How do you think
women's rights are best pro-
moted?

Mano: | think a woman
must be able to work with men

in today's world. More and
more women must be pul in
positions of decision making.
this would definitely improve
the human righls situatiorn,
Education, employment ol
course are essential. It has (o
be a give and take situation.

DS: What to you is the ideal
woman of the Nineties?

Mano: Thals a dilficult
question! | think a woman of
the nineties should be under-
standing, passionate, the
strong, self-reliant and patient.
And she must be full of hope.
She mustn't be intimidated by
men or feel in anyway that

- she's less than a man. have her

own inner personality and

strength.
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Irene Santiago., Executive
Jirector. NGO Forum on
Noimen has announced that
prjor concessions have been
ade Ly the Ching Organizing
mmitiee on the issues sur-
ounding  the site for the NGO
Forum on Wemen. A meeting
held belween Isinail Kittani,
UN Under Sec retary General
and Special advisor to the UN
pecrelary General and officials
of the China Organizing Com-
nittee- was concluded on 8
June. It is believed that the
erms and agreement will en-
gble the holding of a substan-
s and meaningful Forum for
omen alter all.

#f venue for the NGO Forum
ior Women. the parallel meet-

i lo the UN Conference on
Women scheduled for m-
fer 4 to 15 in Beifing. It had
*¢n reporied that the site
slected by the China Organiz-
e Commnuittee was totally un-
iwritable to host the 36.000
participants who have regis-

ad for the NGO Forum. The

elected site was considered
b be inadequate both in terms
accommodation, lobbying
nd activities facilities. An ex-
gnsive campaign was .under-
aken worldwide |
hreat of hﬁycutt o
jure on

el ——

Since April last, a major
jaror had arisen over the issue

thr authurltiﬂ tu

cliunge to a more suitable site;

It has béen reported that
agreement has been FEE.CI'H‘%I
in the following areas:

1) NGO Forum Sile ang
NGO Salellite site in Bcijm&;
The Forum will be held in o
contiguous area. An addiunr%
satellite site will enable both
accredited and non-accreditéei
NGOs, Lo be close to the UH
site for meetings with gov-
ernment delegates. This is in
addition to the Belifjing
‘Recreation Centre which wil}
be the base for accredited
NGO's 1o lobby lhf: World Con-
ference.

2) Mmptance of all Rrgll-
‘tered Participants: All particik
pants registered as of April
1995 a total of 36,000 will I:u,'
able to participate in the Feoy
am. © '

3) Visas . all registered pary
ticipants will be granted visas:

4) Facilities for for activi-
ties : the China Organizing
Commitiee will work together
to ensure that all 5000 re-
quests for actlivities are ac’,
commodated.

. We in Bangladesh are lm-
deed heartened to learn of the
agreement’ because _
women worldwide will be able

now

my

O NE ol the best ways to
prepare lor this vear's
Linited Nations Confer-
erwe lor Woanen  n Beijing is
o ook hack over women's pasi
experiences ol developmeni
While we miay do this as a
historical exercise. a more
lundamental approach would
e to read the experience at
the level ol paradigm. We may
then be lorewarned of the
Hkely outcomes of Beijing
Hvare realistically

e 1inited Nations Decade
lor Women (1975- 1985) was
highly influential insofar as i
helped (o heighten political
awareness of gender issues in
tlevelopinent. However, it re
sulted in lew concrete im
provements, During and since
that decade. the absolute num-
ber of women lalling under the
cdepradations of the dominant
development paradim has in-
creased.

The UN Decade for Women
and the more locused occa-
sions of the United Nalions
Conference on Environment
and Development (UNICED.
1992) the International Con-
lerence on Pepulation and De-
veloganent (ICPD.  1994) arid
the: Workdd St bor Sl

19495) all
rather than un-
dermined. the mystigue ol the
duiiinant. catch up. science-
bised development paradigm.
This paradigm is founded on
masculinist, technocratic and
istrumentalist assumptions
which marginalize women
the epistenological level. While
AN increasing number ol grass
rools, nott-goverrunent and in-
tellectual groups challenge this
paradigm, it nevertheless
maintains its defining momen-
tum. This forces me tb look
lorward Lo Beijing with hope.
but a hope tempered with cau-
tion,

Science-based development
perpetually reconstitutes une-
qual relations between men
and women. These relations
give white, Western middle
class men the critical quotient
pf political and economic
power. While the manifestation
of the dominant paradigm is a
male. scientific and technolog-
ical ubermensche, it is
propped up by a concealed
network of women : household
maids, garments workers.
agricultural processors, do-

Licwvedopaimenn. WSsl),
utplerbined,

-mestic producers and repro-

tucers and so on. To these
monetized and semi-mone-
Lized material contributors we
may add the (as yet) non-
monelized emotional support
provided by women which [a-
cilitates the science-based de-
velopment paradigm that fash-
ions all our lives.

Owing to the sexual division
of labour within this paradigm,
women have little say in deci-
sion-making. As this marginal-
lzation has increased, so toe
has the control exerted by the
male-dominated institutions
that. propagate the domination
of women's lived. For rural
women in Bangladesh, this can
involve having to cope with the
latest 'scientific’ agricultural
processing machine which
challenges her labour, or a new
'scientific’ agroforesiry model
which. while increasing pro-
duction and tree cover, also
increases her unpaid labour
and therefore exploitation.

Science-based development
is dependent on technological
innovation to such an extent
that it may be described as a
creed of our time. It forces
women from their land or
sucks them into urban facto-
ries. Coterminously, this dom-
inant form of development
design has led us into a gradu-
ally unfolding nightmare of en-
vironmental degradation. The
iwo experiences, f[allouts of
modern development, are
linked. Modern science-based
development cuis away at the
subsisience requirements of
wemen by polluting water, de-
nuding forest and topseil.' It
displaces them as social actors
by replacing women's ecologi-
cally sensitive knowledge sys-
lens with standardized tech-
nological and cognitive mono-
culture. While ultimately we all
suffer, it is rural women, due
to their more immediate as-
sociation with natural re-
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sources, who bear the brumt of
the suffering.

Modern science-based de-
velopmernit does not simply ex-
ploit rural women. In the ci-
ties, women as home-makers
are often even more pre-de-
termined by the icons of
science-based development.
Houses are designed and ap-

pliances manufactured by psy-
chologically alienated lechmol-

ugists who are largely ignorant
of the actual needs and inter-
ests of women. In this

of medern production-ori-
ented deyelopment. It is pro-
duction value and

consumption
value, as opposed (o use value,
that guides. Even then, con-

sumption value of. say, house-
hold appliances is not actual
but constructed through adver-
tizing. Envy and insecurity
comprise conditioning ele-
ments in this strategy.

This last point is even nuwre

have been

iji ng Coufcrcnee will be

bythcutentb

-rhn find that the
waves of this dominant devel-

Norplant without being |
its il :ﬂ-ﬂ:

power. The specious agenda of
population control (now
euphemistically called ‘family
planning’) provides the reified
screen for this biological
tlomsination of women. The re-
~1ilt is further and deeper de-
P i sz at hon.

Motern loosl technology has
el the impact of depopulariz-
g ‘breast feeding and infamt
tiutrition through their substi-
idion by infant formulae and
artilicial weaning foods which
Are hoth cosily and hazardous.
Fhe stream of lies and mis-
cenception that is chanelled
through the [ilter of mass
«onununicalions, advertising
and the movie industry has ad-
vitneed  the debasement of
woltleen 1o anprecedented
level~. Whether as objeets of
~rx or violenece wirmen hoye
Yy soebvoorglianiebes s vy nlys

As guinea pigs, women in Bangladeih
injected with the

contracep-
tives Depo Provera and Norplant without
being in formed of its ill effects.
Women's bodies seen to have become ac-

ceptable testing

for medical ex-

perts the high priests of scientific devel-

opment and technocmﬁc power.

' pertinent in the area of gen-

der-biased design. For example
in the area of fashion, cosmet-

iecs and jewellry. These com-
bine to reduce women to the
status of symbolic, if not actual,
men's properiy, to be con-

" sumed, concealed or coveted

[or all three). J
. Science-based development

lorces ol globalizing science-
based tflevelopment.

Toduv's' grassroots women s
movemeiils. non-government
organizations and academic
feminists are bringing the lan-
guage ol change in their own
ways to the dominant scien-
tific paradigm. But if you he-
lieved that the road to change
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was a gradual and incremental
one. (liak again. The absorb-
Uve capacity of the dominant
naradigm shows in the profes-
=i o WOITHnN S Progr amuing .
WID. and pgender sensitized
aclivithes in the language and
work ol the major develop-
ment institvuons. Yet the bal-
e s still iowards conserva-
tive political expediency rather
Than lundaimental ethical and
SLE! l change.

Te cite examples: while in-
corporating the role of women
in development priorities
Agenda 21 (frem UNCED.
1992) still fell back on man's
Jetish for ‘progress through
science and technology simi-
larly. while supposedly ad-
dressing population and devel-
opinernt issues. media atten-
tion en ICPD was dominated by
a reductionist debate over sex-
ual freedom This was consti-
lutedd by. om the ome side.
Northern feminists with their
Nnarrow conceplion ol
individual life by and. on the
other. patriarchial moral tra-
ditionalists lincluding the Pa-
pacy and Islamic conserva-
tives). Consequently, the real
issue, that of women's right to
development on their own,
democratived terms., was di-
huted both at UNCED and ICPD.

Development is violence,
This has been the overriding
experience of the South since
the waves ol independence’ in
the 19508 and 1960s, and
whien ever this has been the
case for a given society. it can
he taken ro be doubly true for
Lhe women of that society.

Modern science based de-

velopment has resulted in en-
vironmental destructions, so-
cial dislocation and economic
marginalization. These are nol
the result of 'blips’ or 'market
imperfections in this devel-
esprnenit poachigi, ot ies -

S Rl g . ok B &
i etfects. Claimis 1o sirike
‘alternative’ poses (o this
paradigm that do not explicit-
ize and attack its masculinist
and instrumentalist assump-
lions. will not be alternatives
at all. Such ‘alternative devel-
opment’ approaches will sim-
ply result in the reproduction
of women's subordination in
novel forms. leaving the con-

ventional framework wundis-
trubed. .
What matters is that

women. and by implication
men too, are released from the
shackles of science-based de-
velopment and its destructive
trajectories. The Beijing Con-
ference will be measured for
its efficacy by the extent to
which it has made the journey
from the womb to.the tomb, a
more humane one for at least
ot hall of humankind.




