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Indian Ocean Rim

Preparations are afoot to have a cooperation
i‘'orum among the Indian Ocean Rim (IOR) coun-
tiies. The ball was set rolling on March 29 in
M:a:uaritinus with a meeting of seven countries —
Ind ia, South Africa, Australia, Singapore, Oman
and Kenva besides the host Mauritius. This has
been followed up by a 'second track’ meet in
Perth, Australia, recording a much wider partic-
ipation of 28 countries with Bangladesh having
been represented by the FBCCI chief Salman F.
Rahman at the private sector level and a desig-
nated official as observer to the moot. The second
official me=ting is expected to be held in March
1996.

We are for a broad-based participation in the
next meet of the IOR countries leading to the
widest possible membership access gained by the
littoral states of the Indian Ocean to the upcom-
ing cooperation forum.

For. surely the organisers of the move are not
naive to overloolkk the wisdom of exploiting the
full potential of cooperation among the IOR coun-
tries having compiementarities to share despite
their being at differing stages of economic
growth. An exclusive club can prove to be
counter-productive in an era of market globali-
sationn and inter-weaving f(ree trade cutting
across, somewhat paradoxically. the various re-
gional groupings originally formed for self-fend-
ing. No country which, by geographical defini-
tion, is eligible and also willing to be a member of
the forum should be left out of it. For, this can
create an avoidable distraction and impede the
full blossoming of the organisation. Let it be
uniquely wide-bodied.

Economic security concern can be a common
denominator — a catalyst. so to say — among the
countries of the region spontaneously binding
themselves into grouping for vigorous coopera-
tion. But if geopolitical security concerns have a
primacy then differing perceptions of the same
may stand in the way of forming a viable union.

The real possibility of Asia being the centre of
global economic gravity in the early years of the
next Century prompts the formation of the Indian
Ocean Rim grouping at the soonest. But the
- SAARC, nearer home, and with much proven
value to its credit already, cannot be allowed to
wane through any lessened interest on the part
of any of its member-states.

Buses without Terminal

The removal of the unauthorised bus terminal
at Fakirerpool on Sunday should not come as a
su rise. ther it is surprising to see that the

ority took so much time to act.

The luxury buses that started running between
Chittagong and Dhaka some years ago improved
commutation on that route Eeveral notches up,
bringing it. for the first time, to an international
standard. But wonder of wonders, no one gave a
seﬁgxc% thought to devﬂloph;lg a matching termi-
nal

On this.mug‘t; _mﬁﬁhm owners ce e:jlave a
ibili t that is no com with
Mme tﬁut‘hun which ha 155u£§r licences
for those buses under some specified terms and
conditions. Reportedly, Tk 200 crore was in-
vested by the private companies in the 500 or so
buses that used the Fakirerpool terminal. It is ab-
surd to think that the authorities turned a blind
eye all these years to the illegal use of a place as a
terminal instead of the one which was originally

allotted to the operators. The Dhaka Metropolitan

Poliee (traffic division). co Lﬂlajns at long last that

they did not comply with the route permits,
a{:mrding to which they were supposed to be us-
ing Syedabad bus terminal.

e buses have proved both their utihty and
popularity. That the transpart business is eco-

nomically viable is clear from the growing fleet of
the s of bus under review. The prospect
looked bright from the very be But unfor-

tunately the terminal problem was not sorted out

before pre into service such a large fleet.
Syedabad bus terminal has certainly met a
-felt demand. But it is not adequately organ-
i and equipped tﬂ be able to provide a termi-
- nal facility matching a high quality bus service. So
-chaotic and poo prmrided this terminal like
the other two nf eéy presents a frightening
picture. What is needed is the development of
an or
in it. If Syedabad bus terminal can be so devel-
oped the luxury bus operators should not be
complaining. If not, another vantage point must
be soon selected fur the purpose.

“Ailing Railway

desh Railwa &
Em es y's (BR) ma]adyi&gradu

There seems to be no cure in

- lght The establishment's income féil Tk 11
croré in the last fiscal year. Evidently the half-
hearted measures one such being the golden

hand-shake, — have produced little result. The
BR is encumbered with a numher of sickenin
developments. In addition to its infrastructu
shortcomings the policy failings have been rather

glaring.
Alth a private company has been given the
responsibility to sell tickets under a computer

'sgmte:n much of its old ways remain to gnaw at
its very vitals. The railway's main perception is
based on a wrong premise. The: fact that it has fo-
cused on inter-city service is decidedly keeping
bulk of the passe
The idea was mai g to check ticketless travel.
On that score, the BR may have achieved -some
success but at the same time black-marketing of
ticket could not be prevented. There are even al-
legations of invulvemcnt of a section of railway

employees in spiriting away railway prope —
ranging frm dﬂ:stl to fan and other ﬂxtuf‘?s; in
the coaches.

So a few minor skin-deep ulperatinns will not
do, the BR needs real surgery. It still has as large
a staff stre as 43, 00{) And guite a number of
them have little to do than e ni(oﬂ the frequent pay
raises. The raﬂwa may shri ut the overheads

are going up eve ycar because of ‘the
outmoded and nl?

tracks, mar: es and nes.
Like keeping the passengers at bay the railway
shies away from transporting goods. Recently,
however, the BR seems to have become alive to

this qrnblem and has added B0 wagons to its

wﬁcm and goods the railway
'carﬂcs the better it be for it as well as for the
- country.

sed bus terminal with the basic facilities

-daily

ers away from train journey. -

[ HANKS to monumen-
tal levels of corruption

and unbelievable pro-
portions of inefficiency and
waslage, the public sector
— slale-owned and man-
aged enterprises and busi-
nesses — continues to incur
a loss of Taka 26 billion a
year. Such a hemorrhage on
the economy cuts both wa
— it puts an exceptiona
high toll on the nation's
scarce resources, and at
the same time, constrai-
ning growth of the private
sector and divertin
urces to more productive
sectors. retards the overall
growth of the economy.
Just how inefficient and
wasteful are the public sec
lor enterprises in
Bangladesh” Take a few ex-
amples. In fiscal year 1993,
the Power Development
Board (PDB) and Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority
(DESA) incurred a net loss
of Tk. 7.8 billion— revenues
from more than 20 to 25
pt‘l" cent {,}i ['JE.'IWFI' pPro-

duced lost from collusion
between employees and
customers. System loss in
the state-controlled power
scclor now ranges belween
35 10 40 per cent — com-
pare this with 28 per cent

i India, 15 per cent in

Thailand, 24 per cent in
‘akistan and 17 per cent in -
Sri Lanka. Net loss in

Bangladesh Jute Mills Cor-
poration (BJMC) in fiscal
year 1993 was Tk 3.7 bil-
lion — thanks to run-down
equipment., over-priced
raw material but stagnant
export prices. and over-
stuffing by more than 25
per cent. Over the past ten
years, productivity in the
country s jute mills de-
clined 4 per cent a year,
while real wages increased
by 4 per cent annually.

Bangladesh Textile Mills

(BTMC)

Corporation in-

curred a net loss of Tk 960,

million in liscal 1993 —
thanks (o extremely low
labour productivity. over-
stulling by 15 per cent, low
fixed prices and low capac-

ity utilisation. European
labour productivity in tex-
tiles is almost 40 times
higher than that of

Bangladesh — estimates for
European textile mills are
18-20 kg of higher quality
product gcr operator hour
compared to 0.54 kg per
operator hour in
Bangladesh. Wages and
salary costs in BTMC spin-
ntng mills range between
3 per cent, the corre-
sponding figures is 9 per
cent in Korea and 5 per
cent in India.
Numerous such
ples can be cited — as al-
most all the public enter-
prises in the country are

- overstuffed,

reso- -
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The Burden of the State Sector on the
Natlon s Exchequer must be Reduced

hmnrummw—hmwm—mmqu

inefficient,
sick and corruption-ridden.
Several authoritative stud-
ies indicate that at least 25
per cent of the employees
in the category of
"workers” and at least 54
per cent in the category of
“officer and stafl" are con-
sidered to be redund
the public sector in tggag'l
Bangladesh. Overal
sector employs onl
r cent of the total
orce of the country. Cur-
rently, state :nterpﬂucs
occupy the tn? ten
tions in the list of the
largest defaulters with the
nationalised commercial
banks (NCBs) and spe-
clalised development [i-
nance institutions [(DFls).
Corporations, .such as,
BJMC, BTMC and
Bangladesh Steel and Engi-
neering Corporation
(BSEC). which have almost
81 per cent workers and
stafl in the transport sec-
tion., are on the top of the

list of defaullers.
T% nqsrﬁ incurred by

the public’ sector enter-
rises are regularly covered
y the government — di-
rectly through capital infu-
sions /subsidies and indi-
rectly thr write-offs of
hanktn its — thereby
tx:rting hca\r}r pressures
on the national exchequer,
public finance, the vate

seclor and on the overall
growth prospects of the

nation. In 1994, for exam-
ple, the accumulated debts

unc

of the public sector stood
at a st r1 Tk 47 bil-
lion, of 29 billion

relates to l.hl':: jute sector
alone. How long a poor
count like Bangladesh
can afford such a level of
squandering of the nation's
scarce resources for the
sake of employment of less
than one per cent of its
labour force? How long can
Bangladesh allow the public
sector to conlinue eco-
nomic distortions and mis-
application of resources in
the contemporary world of
fierce competition?

bove all. wh.-_u, lhé pr-
rent government

hardly misses an opportu-
nity to express its com-
mitment (o private sector-
led economic growth — is
doing to reverse the situa-
tion, to make the economy
distortion [ree. to free the
nation from the litical-
bureaucratic-labour union

fire. elc.

ever-losing public sector is simply beyond i

economic

nexus that thrives in an
inefficient public sector
dominated eco It is
5im ly unbelievable that

fi ublic enterprises
haw: so lar been atised
under the leadership of the
current government. [f this
trend continues then it will
take more than seventy
years to complete tisa-
tion of about 225 enter-
prises now owned and

managcd by the public sec-

ELEVISION wherever
I" available is perhaps
the biggest home en-
tertainment. Unfortunatel
for us. most often the
is casting a gloom on our
home screens. On other
occasions they encourage
home-bleeding by screen-
irg written material with
some Llear-jerking back-

ground music. Stills of Look

right and left before you
cross the road; Keep a
bucke! of waler to douse a
ete to the accom-
paniment of discordant
euphony has become rou-
tine for BTV when they
can't think of anyfthing to
cast. Il only someone could
cast a spell on this Ram-
pura media and transport
them to Timbukto. Of
course. we have buckets in
our living rooms. but that is
to hold our wars. For,
God's sake there are news-
apers and magazines and
illboards to show stills and
tell us how to cross roads
and douse our hot heads. If
stills and music is the
order ol the day. why not
hold Sabina Yasmeen's pic-
ture in one hand and press
the cassette start button
with the index ﬁngf:r of the
other? That's a BTV pro-
duction for you.

Haven't they seen the
success of saline water. of
tree plantation due to ac-

\ ion-based publicity? More-

None shouild doubt that
privatisation is an indis-

nsable need of the day.

o nation can ignore the
call without ris perma-
nent underdevelopment
and backwardness. [t has
been proven — ond any
shred of doubt — that
overwhelming dominance
of the public sector in the

economy creates far-
reaching, often insur-
mountable economic dis-

lortions, results in misallo-

cation of seare national re-
sources and skewed distri-
bution of economic well-
being. Besides, strong
theoretical justifications.
the examples of two

. two Koreas and
the Eastern and Western
Europes bear out such
standpoints. Decades of

with the public
sector — in this country as
well as around the world —

uite convincingly
meut that running a
business is not a business of
the rment.

Time has come for the
nation to understand — in

clearest peossible terms —
that sustenance of an ever-

losing public sector is sim-
ply ngeyond its economic
means. No nation can allow
persistent incfﬂnlcm:tcl

pervasive corruptions and
sheer carelessness (o the

nation’'s priorities for faster
growth and industrialisa-
tion. The burden of the
state sector on the nation's
exchequer must be reduced
— if possible eliminated —
as soon as possible to
expedite the day of the
nation's industrialisation.
Nobody is talking about
wholesale tisation in a
matter of — it can take
months or even years, but
the point is it should be
done without wasti -
more time and wig m
determination. Moreover,
privatisation does not have
to be whaolesale transfer of
ownership — it can take
different forms, such as.
5tfﬂ'cd transfer of own-
ership. management con-
tmt;kkm. sale of

in st market. and
other forms. What nﬂ
in an urgent basis. is a na-
tional consensus — espe-
cially involving the major
political parties and labour
unions — for a broad-based
privatisation plan that
should be carried out irre-

spective of part in power.

over. rnnﬂ;idrrinﬂ l:hal b
good portion of our viewers
are illiterate. is it not in-

sane Lo give them a screen
ull of lettees? BTV would
obviously be doing justice
lo its fee-payers if it used
motion picture to encour-
age road safety. used some
sort of action 1o portiray
anything at all.

On the eve of Mahan
Shaheed Dibash. BTV
lashes a monochromaltic
(B/W) route map which was
supplied by some agency
and Irom which it is im-
possible to decipher any-

| Gloom, Stills, Words and Half truths

eyelid, that the Ishteshka
ayers -;L-rc offered in aﬂ_
repeat all) the mosques
the country. This was def-
initely not true. Does the
BTV have tl;l-emcmechm
to monitor a
of Bangladesh? Wm
the musallis of those
mosques where the
were not offered think of
BTV? Gloom, stills, words
and half-truths.

As soon as the Ramadhan
moon is sighted, the BTV
on-screen women
fincluding newscasters)
cover their heads with a

thing. Considering that it is
a very expensive colour
channel, could not the BTV

produce a coloured layoul,

if only for clari If th
start nnw th ave only
(Oh! God! here's not

enough time!) nine months
to work with a set of pig-
ments and a sheet ufﬁapcr.
That its news has hardly
any credibility is a long-
established aphorism. On
recently. when Ishteshku
prayers for rain were or-
ganis:d at the Jatiya Ei-
the newscasters in
buth Bangla and English
read. without batting an

el e

-

scarf or whatever. And. un-
covers them with the an-
nouncement that the Holy
month has ended and that
the following day is Eid-ul-
Fitr? If believes that
their women should wear a
head gear for religious pur-
poses, at least in Islam
there is no scope for
putting it on and off on a
seasonal basis. If it is be-
cause of re S purposes,
why does she not don the
scarf when announcing that

the followi me is
the Adhan? g games
with religion? Stick to your

slills and music a la pan-

- — —

. you are soon embarking on

Dclpitc the continuous
international

l'mtgnll cricket, sporting
meets,. etc on BTV and now
in some homes via the
satellite, the commentary
and camera work on local

the camera section for lack
of equipment. But. can the |
experienced (10-20 years)
commentators be forgiven
for narrating (often contra-
dicting) everything that the |
eye can see? ile the

viewers are

eager to know

what's 1ng off-the-

screen E.I'NIP E\FL' a share ol
the analyses, the familiar
voices continue (o harp on
who the ball and with
which foot he is kicking

(alas! there's only two) and 1
what colour er he is

betog layed i foot -

Come on BTV! You have
already lost a chunk of the
urban market because of
the dish antennae invasion.
The rural market rests in

ace because they don't
ave a television set. But,

a project to catch the in-
ternational market. Sob! We
are concerned only because
our national pride rests in
what you screen; and, don't
screen.

Time for an Intematlonal Inquiry into Nerve Gas Attack

Yoichi Shimatsu writes from Tokyo

As the official investigation into the March 20 nerve gas attack on Tokyo's subwa;}s enters its seventh
week with no break in sight, the Japanese government needs to lift its information blackout on the
casc and open up its investigation to a global team of scientific, chemical warfare and terrorist experts.
e T e L e R T B S R e e T Y e T P A B .

HE gassing of the
Tokyo subways has
changed the interna-

T

tional rules ol terrorism
forever. As Lhe official
investigation enters its

seventh week with no ap-
parent breakthrough, the
time has come for the in-
lernational community to
demand a dll‘ECl role in the
inguiry.

For six decades the in-
ternational taboo against
nerve gas has been so pow-
erful that no government,
terrorist group or criminal
syndicate has resorted lo
its use. It was generally un-
derstood that such an at-
tack would be met by uni-
versal condemnation and
an uncompromising re-
sponse, leaving the as-
sailant nowhere to hide.

The sole exception was

Iraq which became a pariah
after gassing Kurdish
rebels.

Yet the March 20 nerve-
gas attack on the capital of
a major industrial power
has been treated as if it
were a parochial crime. It
wasn't. The nerve gas or
the gas-producing technol-
ogy. came I[from abroad.

Sir, This has reference
to the letter of Mr T A
Khan. published in your
~on, 10th June 1995.
Mr M H Khan (father of
Rear Admiral M H Khan),
Mr Mohiuddin Ahmed
(brother of Dr Amena Rah-
man Ph.D). Mr Alamgir
Kabir and name of many
other IPS officers should be
recalled, Mr TIM Nu-
rannabi Chowdhury, Mr K G
Morshed and Mr Majibur
Rahman (father of. Ms

'Rokeya Kabir,-and Ms Ruby

Gaznabi — reputed social
workers) were nominated
ICS, Mr Majibur Rahman
secured more marks in
mathematics than Sir
Ashotosh Mukherjee. So Sir

| Mukherjee recommended

his name to the Viceroy ol
India for ICS job. He served

_enforcement
cludin

Foreigners were injured in
the subways, some of them
seriously. The chief sus-
pect. members of the Aum
Shinrikyo sect, has chap-

. ters abroad in Russia, Ger:

many and the United
States. Other possible sus-
ects in the attack may
ave come [rom a foreign
country.

Despite these facts, the
Japanese government has
imposed an information
blackout on the case since
March 20. Not a single
foreign chemical-weapons
expert. anti-terrorist ex-
Bnrt or toxicologist has
een consulted. nor has
data been made available

" on-line or in published re-

gnrts_ to overseas experts.
0 allempt has been made
to invelve international law-
agencies in-

the Interpol or
Nations agencies in

of monitoring

Unite
charge

hailed from Vikrampur,
Munshigonj. He stood 1st
Class lst in History from
Presidency College, Cal-
cutta. An Oxford Graduate
he was the only ICS by
competition. He is nephew

. of famous Oxford Blue

former education minister
of India Mr Humayun Kabir,
Mr Alamgir Kabir, presi-

- dent of BIRDEM and Mr

Akbar Kabir, minister of
late Ziaur Rahan's cabi-
net. Mr Akhtaru-zzaman
opted for India in 1947 and

- served in West Bengal. He

was unmarried and died in
1994, e

In those days (British In-
dia), one had to go to Eng-
land for appearing in ICS
examination which in most
cases. was not possible for
middle class Bengali Mus-
lim candidates. However,
that was puossible [or rich

: __-punja_t;i Muslims.

in the judiciary department

of Bengal.
Mr Akhiaruzzaman, son
of late Mr A Majid, BCS

Absann Begum
371. Outer Circular Houri
Dhalen.

chemical weapons.

This is all very strange
because Japan does not
maintain a chemical-wea-
}Juns programme and has

ittle expertise in the field.
In fact, the only institution
with such experience, the
Self-Defense Force
decontamination unit, has
been kept out of the case.
To date it has received no
chemical samples retrieved
from the attack for testing

+at its chemical-weapons

analysis laboratory
eanwhile, arguments
for internationalizing the

- inquiry are grﬂw'lng stron-

ger.

* Every country in the
world has a stake 'in stop--
ping future nerve-gas at-
tacks against their urban
populations. Nerve gas is a
weapon of mass destruc-

tion; its deployment against
rush-hour commuters is

tantamount to mass mur-

Highway blockades

Sir, It has become a
fashion these days to create
a blockade on the highways
on any pretext. Let alone
the hartal and blockade
called by political parties
and labour oganisations,
even local feuds starting
from internal riff-raffs of
such parties or groups
compel the non-partisan
innocent puble to face
road blocks created on
highways. On the Chit-
tagong highway, Nizampur
College front is one of such
volatile spot where only few
days back the road was
blocked for release of a
person under custody
against whom reportedly
there were as many as 10
cases. And this kept thou-
sands of passengers includ-
ing children, patients and
aged and their vehicles
stranded for hours.

Similarly, on June 85
(reportedly as a fallofit of
local feuds in BNP) the

der. The world community
is entitled to demand hard
data from the Japanese
authorities about the case
and organize an indepen-
dent probe an interna-
tional team of experts.

"+ [International involve-
ment could offer new leads
into the now apparently
dead-ended investigation.
More than six weeks after
the subway attack, the
Japanese police have failed
to convincingly link the
crime to the Aum Shin-
rikyo sect and do not pos-
sess suffieient evidence to
bring the case to court. The
investigation has collapsed
into a morass of mutual re-
criminations between the
Japanese police and the
"Public Security Investiga-
tion Agency (Japan's FBI).

* Suspicious are growing
among veteran {uumalists.
inchuding investigative re-
porter Takashi Tachibana

who broke the Lockheed
scandal, that the authori-
ties are engaging in some
soril of a cover-up, either to
hide mistakes made early
on in the investigation or to
forestall lines of inquiry
that could prpve embarra-
ssinﬁ to the government.

e Japanese police
have never assigned an of-
ficial spokesman to speak
to the press. All details
conceerni g possible sus-

ts or chemicals involved
ve been released through

unnff’icial leaks to seven

media organizations. These
unofficial sources have
often contradicted each
other, indicating that some

of the police sources are

Iyl

lgm«r observers are now
questioning whether in the
rush to judgment, the po-
lice made the fatal error ef
focusing the probe solely
on the cult, thereby allow-

m———

Dhaka-Aricha highway was
blocked for the release of
an ex-upazilla chairman.
Here also thousands of
people alongwiths their ve-
hicles, trucks, buses and
perishable ‘cargo worth
lakhs of taka were held up.

Question remains, under

what norms and ethics

‘thousands of people are

made to suffer for one sin-
gle person? Authorities
must take severe action
against such highhanded-
ness of a few, generally
musclemen, who are caus-
ing miseries to thousands
of people for personal ego
and gain. It is needless to
mentioned that all roads
and highways are owned by
the people of Bangladesh
and unless the interest ol
the majority is at stake on
one has any right to disrupt
free movement of people
on these roads and high-
ways.

A strong punilive action
musi be taken againslt such
unlawful acts. Authorities

- should take a wﬁry serious

note and consider such ac-
tivities as anti-people.

up
"leaders"

Sir. As an educated
middle-class citizen | am
disappointed that our se-
nior students do not pull
up publicly the numerous

so called political "leaders’
who treat the eleclorate
with contempt. and ha-

rangue them (o agitate on
silly and irrelevant issues
for the sake of self or party
inlerest.

The situation has come
o a stage when nodwelyv can
control these (o ouided
leadors who nuasgnide
others. They lorgetl that

sell-interest shows and the
sanc section ol the intelli-
gentsia can understand the
vesied motives, These

ing the actual perpetrators
of the attack to escape un-
detected, possibly to an-
other country. Such suspi-
cions have been reinforced
by the conclusion of Japan's
top organic chemists that
sarin could not have been
manufactured at the cult's
ramshackle facilities.

Even as the government
maintains its veil of se--
crecy, international pres-
sure is needed to force it (o
open the case up to a team

global experts. The as-
yet-unidentified attack
team is in a Iliﬂﬂ to hit
wherever t choose.

Without the 'alighlt‘:sl scrap
of information at hand, ev-
ery city in the world now
finds itself exposed to the
same risk that Tokyo faces.
The ramifications of the at-
tack go far beyond Tokyo or
Japan, and the world's gov-
ernments need to ac-
knowledge that. — PNS

PNS associate edilor,
‘i’nichi Shimatsu is editior

the Tokyo-based Japan
s We kl which has
ing role in in-

uesuymmg the attack.

e ———
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stllish leaders harm the
countiry and delay devel-
opment elforts. We need
another internal revolution
to neutralize the non-gen-
uine leaders. and render
them powerless.

But the students who are
political activists have been
spoiled by these |eaders
with easy money-and happy
triggers. The public insaf
(aupdit) will have to take
place at some time or
other. When we can drive
out the loreigness, then it
is easier (o corner these
masiaans masquerading as
leaders. The best time is
belore the next elections.
Can we expect cooperation
lrom the party in power,
who are in charge ol ad-
ministering the country?

A Husnain
Dhakaa




