13, 1998

i

BRIEFLY

LY

| L ESDAY,

JUNE

9 die as boat sinks in China: .

woodhn boat carrying 25 job- huntipg peasants sank in central
China  killing nine people and ledving six missing. a Hong
Kong newspaper said Monday. AP reports from Hong Kong.

The boat was sailing frem Tianment city in Hubei province
ot Fridav when it sank, throwing the peasants into the water,
Wen Wei Po said. It said the peasants heped to find work in
the avea.

OIC sends envoy to Afghanistan:

The Organisation of the lﬂanﬂc Cenference (OIC) Secretary
General. Hamid Algabid, has sent an envoy on a peace mission
to Alghanistan, the OIC said ﬂundl}'. AFP reports from
Jeddah.

it said Ibrahim Baker would hold talks in Islamabad and
Peshawar in Pakistan and the Afghan cities of Jalalabad and
Kabul on an OIC initiative aimed al convening a meeting of
Alghanistan's feuding leaders.

2 killed in Colombia: suspected

lefi-wing guerillas killed two Colombian government troops
and wounded at least five in an ambush ay op a
group including the governor of Caldas, police sai
reporis trom Bogota.

Ciuerillas of the Revolu
(FARE) ambushed officials including Caldas Governor Ricardo
Zapata and Pensilvania Mayor Carlos Abad in Pueblo Novo, 450
kilometres (250 miles) north of Bogota, police said.

Rabin to meet J 2 tsraell

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin arrived in Paris early Monday
morning lo start a two-day official visit that will include
meetings with French President Jacqgues Chirac and Prime
Minister Alain Juppe. AFP reports from Paris.

He is also to meet the Ministers of Defence and Foreign
Affairs, Charles Nillon and Herve de Charcttc:

shakes Philippine whnd.

An earthquake shook the central ppine island of Samar
hefore dawn yesterday, but there were i'm of casualties
or (lamage, officials said, Reuter reportl frpm Manila.

#*"¢ quake measured 5.5 on the open-ended Richter scale
aiul its epicentre was located in the sea off the town of
Borongan on Samar island some 600 km (375 mifles] south-
east of Manila. the Philippine Inurtitutduf Volcanology and
Seismology said.

6 die in Lankan bus crash: s .

cartving pilgrims (o a holy rity crashed into a roadside shop
in southern Sri Lanka early Monday, killing at least six
people. police said, AP reports from Colombo.

Forty-four others were injured. many of éhem seripusly. in
the accident near Hikkaduwa. 90 kilometres (55 miles) suuth
of Colombo. the capital of Sri Lanka.

US ambassador to qui

Ambassador to China Stapleton Roy la to quilgcijmg this
week before the appointment of & successor, the embassy said
yesterday, leaving the post vacant at a time of tense Sino-US
ties over the issue of Taiwan, AFP reports from Beijing.

Although Roy's departure was scheduled. the timing could
hardly be worse given Chiha's ongoing and highly vitriolic
verbal assault on the United States for allowing a visit by Tai-
wanese President Le Teng-Hui.

L ] [ ]

Arafat arrives in Cairo: ro icader
Yasser ‘Arafal arrived in Cairo yesterday to discuss the latest
Middle East peace moves with Egyptian President Hasni
Mubarak. Reuter reporis from Cairo.

Arafalt, who was met at Cairo airport by Egyptian F‘s:rrcign
Minister Amr Moussa, did not speak to reporters and was
driven straight to Mubarak's presidential palace.

Rains maroon 10,000 in Cl:una

Week long torrential rains have ﬂnu:hed crops and marooned
tens of thousands of people in central and southern areas of
China's soushern Guangdong province. the Wen Hui bao
newspaper said yesterday, Reuter reports from Shanghai.

in the Wuchuan district. 6,670 hectares (16,500 acres) of
farmland were inundated, with losses esttmated at 6.46 mil-
lon ywan (778,000 dollars).

6 POWs handed over to Taliban:

The Alghan government handed over six prisoners of war to
the rival Talibari mil in advance of peace talks Monday
aimed at ending the devastating civil war, AP report from
Kabul.

mmmmMthmm--
oners Sunday at Kabul's Continental Hotel, saying it
was a gesture of goedwill in advance of the negotiations.
EhakaﬂsaﬂMNmTﬂMpﬂmmmﬂdhcm-
leased shartly.

Road mishap claims 14 in India:

Fourteen members of a nmrrlagc party were killed and 12
others injured when the trekker in which they were

AFP
ﬁrmuanrcc:oquhrnﬂl-

travelling collided head-on

50 kms from Balasore yesterda

Balasore

it a truck at Simulia, about
morning. PT] reports from

teen people were killed in the
latest surge of violence. includ-
ing a 3-year-old boy shot dead

Police sources said that 1] persons were killed on the
spol, while three others succumbed to their injuries on way

to the hospital.
US actress Es les
actress Estelle BrodAr dies:
American-born movie actress Estelle OSe screen
career started ih British silent films in the Im before the
advent of the talkies, has died in Malta. She was 94 AP
reports from London.
London news reports said she died June 3. No cause of

death was stated and no details of funeral arrangements were

given.
dies:

SA anti-apartheid fi

Mooroogiah Naidoo. a South African anti-apartheid figure who
spent 14 years in exile, died June | of emphysema at age 75.
AF reports (rom Durban, Seuth' Afirica.

Known as M. D., he was a lawyer who belonged to the
Alrican National Congress. the South African Communist
F'a_::t;.f. the ANC armed wing spear of the Nation and the

Adrican Indian Congress.
Taiwan t returns home:

Taitwan President Lee Teng-hui arrived home yesterday from
;mmmpmmumudm Reuter reporis from
aipei

Lee was greeted by senior officials. family members and a
phalanx of cayneramen after his China Airlines chartered
plane landed at Taiwan's lnternafional Chiang Kai-Shek Air-
port.

13 more killed  |“Heartless

in Karachi NAGASAKI, Japan. June 12:

KARACHI. 12: The new mayor of Nagasaki on
Monday denounced President
Clinton and other US leaders
for defending Aunerica's use of

June Thir-

at a shopping centre close to
Prime Minister Benarzir
Bhutto ¢ private residence. re-
ports AP. :

~ Despite governmenl please
lor peace. police in Karachi
reported nine deaths Sunday
evening and four more Monday
morming.

In ome of the Sunday night
shwotings, gunmen fired indis-
criminately at a shopping cen-
tre. killing the 3-year-old and
critically wounding- his par-
ents.

The shooting ook place in
the upscale Clilton distrigt.
about one kiluinetre (less thén
a mile) iroun Benazir's home’

atomic weapons in World War
II. saying their "heartless”
comments insulted bomb wvic-
ums. reports AP

The remarks set a combat-
ive tone for the opening of a
live-day international confer-
ence on disarmament, being
held in one of the two eities
ever (o suffer an immm.

Nagasaki Mayor [t Ito's
unusually direct criticism of
the United States. in an ad-
dress opening a United Na-
tions-sponsored disarmament
conlerence in Nagasaki. un-
derlined the US-Japan opigion

gap in the year of the bomb-
ings' 50th anniversary.

International

Row over 'holy city's' final status

PLO decides to revive Arab

local council in Jerusalem

GAZA CITY. June 12: The
Palestinian authority today said
it was resurrecling the Arab
local coumcil in annexed East
Jertisalem which was dissplved
28 years ago by Israel, reports
AFP.

The decision Lo set up a lo-
cal autherity comprising mem-
bers nominated by Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafal marked a
new challenge to the Jewish
state. whioh has declared the
holy city its eternal and undi-
*vidled capital.

“The Palestinian authuril_'f
has decided to reactivate the
Jerusalem Council to resume
the work it was doing before
the 1967 war.” when Israel
seized East Jerusalem, the
Palestinian agency Wafa said.

Councillors would an-
swerable Lo Arafat in hla role as
head of the PLO's Executive
Committee, Tt added.

"This decision shows how
the Palestinian autherity has
taken td its heart the fate of
Jerusalem and its people”
Arafat's spokesman- Marwan
Kanafani told AFP.

"We want to reactivate the
council because of the impur-
tance and central role” of
Jerusalem for the Falr:aﬂnlun
people.

- Israel and the PLO. which
want -East’ Jerusalem as. the
capital of a future Palestinian
state, are to discuss the city's

future as part of negotiations

on the final status of the Pales-
tinian territories Lo begin by

Mav 1996,

Kanafani said six of the
council's original 16 members
were still alive and living In
the Palestinian territories.

Arafat met them last week-
end during a visit to the sel-
frule enclave of Jericho on the
West Bank, the spokesman
said.

"We have net yet decided
who we are going to name as
the other members.” he added.

The Mayor of ast
Jerusalem. Amin Al-Khatib.
died in 1994 in Jordan, where
he was expelled by Israel sev-
eral months after the 1967
WA, ' .

Justifying the Palestinian
- decision Wafa said. Israel
prmulﬁed o protest Pales-

"Minister

- . idea because it feared

tinian institutions

Jerusaiem” wnen it signed thc
declaration of principles on au-
tonomy with the PLO in 1993.

. At the time, Israeli Foreign
Shimon Peres
pledged in a secret letter to
his Norwegian counterpart to
'keep existing Palestinian insti-
tutions in Jerusalem. Arafat
revealed the letter in May
1994,

Palestiniany official Hanna
Siniora proposed resurrecting
‘the Arab Council at the of
the Intifada — or uprising —
against Israeli occupation in
1987, but the PLO rejected the
the
council would become a tool of
Jordan and increase its influ-
ence in Jerusalem.

B

Israeli border guards arrest two prominent members of Fatah PLD chlef Yasser Arafat's
.mainstream faction, after beatmg them up as they led a s’tudent demonstration in Al Ram,

Wt“hl. Bank Sunday.

— AFP/UNB photo’

Russia threatens US of

ending uranium supply

NEW YORK. June 12: Russia
is threatening to end a three-

~year-old _agreement Lo send .

500 metric tons of weapons-
grade uranium ta the United
States in exchange for 12 bil-
lion US deollar in cash, The
New York Times reported on
Monday, repots Reuter.

The bomb-quality uranium
was to be diluted, The Times
said, to provide electricity for
Americans through nuclear

- power plants.

The urantum would make
30.000 bombs of the strength
of the one that destroyed Hi-
roshima, Japan at the end of
World War 1l and could keep
the 109 nuclear power plants
in the United States running
for: about 10 years, the news-
paper said.

The Senate Energy Com-

mittee is to hold a hearing on

Tuesday on aspects of the en-
dangered .

agreement. the Vice
President Al Gore and Russian
Prime Minister Vioetor Cher-
nomyrdin are to discuss it at a
meeting in Moscow later this
menth. according to the

newspaper.
Citing federal and private

experts, The Times reported

efforts to implement the
agreement "have been stymied
by administrative missteps.
disagreements over pricing for
the uranium and even trade
di tes.”

‘he uranium in the {*nn
Iract represerits - what the
Times calls a substantial "part
of Russia's nuclear arsenal. but
Moscow is estimmated to have
1,200 metric tons of bomb-
gualitysuranium and 170 met-

ric tons of plutonium, the
other cgitical ingredient  for

m.luﬂuh:-dr m S — a__,.l_

Fichard Falkenrath of Har-
vard  University. said in a re-
cent report
Times. that the pact is trou-
bled bv a "gquagmire of incom-
petent implementation” and is
“in danger ol coming com-
pletely undone,

‘The Times attempted tﬂ get
comments {rom senior officials
at the Energy. Defence and
State Departments., but depu-
ties who would speak only on
condition ol anenymity said ho
consensus exists on what steps
to take to save the agreement.

However. the newspaper
reports, they insist "that a so-
hution is reachable if only be-

cause the sitakes for national

security are <o high."

quoted by The |
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A rieter hurls a brick at pohct durmg clashes in the nnrthern English town of
Brudford, United Kingdom Saturday. Police and some 300 youths aged 12 to 20 fought a
running battle in the streets overnight Saturday, leaving “at least four people injured and

shops looted

The remarks also -come on
Lthe heeis of a controversy over
whether Japan should apole-
gise for the war. Last week
lawmakers approved a resolu-
tion expressing remorse. but
stopping short of actually apol-
ogising,

The Umnited States

an atomic bomb on N
on August 9 1945, three days
afier its first bofmb hit Hi-
roshima. About 140,000 peo-
ple were killed in Hiroshima
and 70,000 in Nagasaki_

The statements by high
American officials justifying
Lhe atomic bomb are
unfortunate.” said ito. 49. in
remarks prepared for delivery
al the conference. "These
heartless statements wound
the souls of victims who lost
family and friends and suffer

— AFP/UNB photo

Karens want’ .
peace talks
with Yangon

MAE SOT, Thailand, June
12: The Karen National Union
(KNU) rebel group, which has
been fighting for autonomy
from Myanmar for.nearly half a
century, said today it wants
preparations for peace talks
with Yangon to continue, re-
ports Reuter.

The KNU sincerely wanta
to see the peace effort that has
already begun to continue
rather than to prolong war,”
the KNU said in a statement
signed by its presidan-Gcneral
Bo Mya.

The KNU has be:n fighting
Yangon for greater autonomy
since 1949, a vyear after
Myanmar gained tndtpenv'
dence from Britain.

It is still fighting Myanmar
authorities, although 14 other

‘Myanmar rebel organisations

have reached ceasefire agree-
ments with Yangon in recent

-Aideed ousted
from party post.

MOGADISHU, June 12
Powerful Somali warlord Mo-
hamed Farah Aideed., who de-
fied UN forces in Mogadishu,
has been ousted as chairman
of his faction and replaced by
‘his former man,
members of the faction said
today, reports Reuter.

A vote against Aideed was
taken on Sunday at a special
Congress in Mogadishu of the

United Somali Congress-So- -

mali National Alliance (USC-
SNA), called by Aideed’s oppo-
nents within the group.

Aideed was replaced by
former ally and financier Os-
man Hassan Ali Atto.

Osman Atto attacked Aideed
for f[rustrating ‘efforts L0 re-
build Somalia and urged the
United Nations and aid agen-
cies to return and help the
broken Horn of Africa nation.

No-confidence
move against
Murayama °

TOKYO. June 12: Japan's
main oppostiion New Frontier
Party (Shinshinto) today sub-
mitted a no-confidence motion

‘against Prime Minister Tomi-

ichi Murayama's cabinet. par-
ltament officials said, reports
AFP,

A vote on the motion is ex-
pected during the pagliament
session ending on Sumtlay, the
officlals said. while lawmakers
ol the three-party ruling coall-
Lion said it was certain the mo-
tion would be rejected.

The New Frontier Party's
lop leader, Toshiki Kaifu, said
at a news conlerence in
Sendal. northern Japan, that
the motion was submitted be-

cause ol the cabinet's slow re- -

sponse lo a massive earth-
guake o wesfern Japan last
January and March's sarin
nerve gas altack on the Tokyo
subway system. '

Kaltu. a lormer prime min-
Ister, also said the Murayama
cabinet lailed to take appropri-
ale measures Lo cope with the
Japanese currency's sharp ap-
preciation againsi other cur-
rendcics.

effects.”

President Clinton said ear-
lier this year what President
Truman's” decision to go
through with the nuclear at-
tack was the right one "based
on the facts he had before
hum." echoing the view held by
many Americans that ithe
atovine honibings were neces-
end the war and avoid a
Py Luywd invasion ol Japan.

The issue has become in-
creasingly sensitive in recent
mositdis. Last November, the
US Pousal Service unveiled a
stamp piciunng o mushroom
cloud and the caption "“Atomic
Bowghs Hasten War's End.” but
withdrew the sitamp afler
sirenivug Japanese protests

And in January. the Sasith-
sonian nsttunion cancelled an

el N R

exhilnuion on the atomic
bombings alter US velterans'
groups complained that it

pouriraved the inited States as
An aggressor and Japan as an
mnocenl vicliin

Ito. ciung the two disputes,
said Japan must admit that it
sLarted World War Il and in-
viedded Asiam countnes.

"But nonetheless | must re-
peat. the atomic bommb should
absolutely not h.ve been used ™
he said.

The commenis to the con

lerence. an annnal event al-
tended by represeniatives of
38 countries were Ho's first
On an bderalinnl stafe since
he was eleited navor ol Na-
gasaki in April. He defealed
|6-vear ncumbent Hitoshi
Moiustiiiig. who survived an

ASSaAssinal ion atteimpt in 1990

#iter he said Emperor Hirohito

bore some responsibility for
World War 11 =

lo's address was followed
by an emotional appeal from
bomb survivor Sakue Shimo-
hira. 80. who told the dele-
gates how she lived through
the bombing jn a sheltef only
to see her family die one by
OnNe.

I want vou to understand
that even tdvdav 50 vears later,
matiy atemic bomb victims still
lve in sullering Irem wounds
to bodyv and soul.” she said In
prepared remarks "We must
rse up and pool our wisdom o
abolish nuclear weapons.”

But that goal which moved
lerward with the end of the
Cold War. has become more
complicated in recent years
with the emergence ol

1
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"Pakistan to respond if
India deploys Prithui’

ISLAMABAD. June 12: For
eign Minisfer Assef Ahmad Al
told parliament on Sunday that
P wnuki A In-
dia deployed its mediugn rarige

Prithvi missiles which Islam- .

abad sees as a threat to its se-
curity, reports Reuter.

in a speech to the National.

Assembly (lower house). he
also urged India to starl a seri-

ous'dialoffue with Pakistan to.
settle a long standing dispute

over the Himq]a}'an tegion of
Kashmir.

Ali said Islamabad assumed
the Prithei missile had been
produced tb bhe deployed
against Pakistan. with whom

India has fought three wars’
éinpe the two nations became .

independent from Britain in

1947. Two of the wars h’WE
been over Kdshmir.

We will respond and we will
. do it within the parameters of
the (international] Missile
Techlttiln!? Control Rt-;.,lme

(MTCR). the minister said, '
Pakistan has ‘bought

dénies vidlatien of the MTCR
an internaiional accord that
prohibits the export of mis-
siles with a range of more than

300 km {186 miles) and a

:ﬁ;ﬂ of shore than muﬂi

d

President

said last month that India was =
~pushing Pakistan into a costly

and wastéful missile race that

put regional peace at risk.
Ruling and opposition par-

lies in the MNational

pﬂﬂﬂﬂd a tinanimous

short
range missiles from China. It

T -

on Sufiday condemring last

month's burning of a Muslim

shrine in the Indja ruled part
of Kashmir:

,u]f The resﬂ!uﬂﬁ also

mtemaﬂm.ai comimunity to
persuade India to agree to a
solution of the Kashmir dis-

pute through a UN-mandated

plebiscite thﬂ'rc.

Off the Record

| Mystenaus cave woman

NICOSIA: Police in Cyprus have finally

forei
and
land. a spokesman said

1 woman two momrrths afler she was found
alnoyrished in a remote cave on the

oft Sunday, reports Reuter.

identified a.myw

Jiving naked
is-

The police spokesman named the worfian as Marie Luuue

Birgitta Henriz [rom Sw eden and said her brother was due to
arrive in C}'prus in the next few

ot know if she would leave Cyprus soon.
Henriz, in her 40, has balfled the authorities m‘u‘l frus-
trated police by refusine 1o cneak sirice local farmers found

her semi-consciovis and debydrated in the Akamas pmlmuh
in April. She had o ideniity doe .1mr“‘*!$ with her.

Two weeks ago she lelt a psyohiatric dinie and moved hll:ﬂ

a. Greek orthodox conver
cats.
A report i the English:

u:h

- rdlays. He add-q:d t.hat he did -

which doubles as a sanctuw for

-11'F"' '.

}.F.I- :.LS Mdﬂ 'l'.ll'l Sulﬁ,’

said the women s brothier Hn,-guw-: b Mer after reading a re-

_ port in & Swedishi newspaper,
and "vrlf‘r,ll"‘i- frorn swhcide atien Pl

and identified hﬂr by a tm

Unique way to clean up
prostitution. |

RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil: A small tgwm mayor ducn:lad the
~ best way to wipe out prostitulion was to have the prostitutes

clean up the town, reports AP

. Mayor Cesar Romara de Nascimento Lyrn of Agua Preta,
closed down his town's red-light, district and hiful:l 17 pl'ﬂﬂ-

tutes as street cleaners.

As street cleaners, the women earn about the aquivalmt of
dirs 26.50 a month. as well as dirs 33 worth of !'nnd m
Monthly minimum wage in Brazil dirs 110.

A prﬂst:tutﬂs,. they were earriing about dirs 5.50 dirs per

I:.'“'Eﬂt f

"“We're now free to walk the St'l'l"tlﬁ

uid ﬂ-ym-ﬂd

Maria de Barros. who was a prostitate for 14

"Even massiod women ted

toue lagom, she ln‘llll:l:L

Prostitutes unwilling to clean up left towi ‘hfbu m

the daily Falha de Sao Paulo repofted-on Suniday: .

EEFVLE

Agua Preta. in northeastern Brazil, has about 38.000 l'!ﬂ

dents.

Who is first Columbm B
or Prince Henry? .

LONDON: Scotland's }‘t‘imt‘ Henry St Clain bl.‘!u.l Christo-
pher Columbus by almosi 100 vears and discovered America
first, the nobleman’s descendant claims. reports Reuter.

- Now Baron St Clain Blonde is looking for 250,000 pounds
to rebuild the long ship that the prince is believed to have
sailed from Orkney in Scotland to Newport, Rhode Island.

I can only go by the eviderice and 1 find it very convinec-
ing.” the Baron tald The Tines newspaper.

He points to paintings in Prince Henry's chapel that de-
pict vegetation tound only in America. An ancient stone found

,in Westetord.
family coat of arins. he said.

Massacliuseils bears a carving very like the

Rao's COIld.lthllal oﬁer

for talks on Kashmir

F‘HRIE June 13: India is
ready for a dialogue on Kash-
mir with anybody as long as,
“Kalashnikovs™ are left outside,
and is deeply concerned over
Pakistan's weapons oviented
nuclear programine and luck
of international Attenviion o ot

the Prime Minisie, .
Narasimha Rao said lyocao o
reporis PTI

"My goverrune -

for a dialogue witm .1 1w

long as the Kalashuoik

Jeft outside. We e wling 0
settle for a solution oo e
framework ) the Lijddiag
Constitution, " the prioge oun

ister told the prewinenl
French daily Le PFigaro tn oo
wideranging interview L
which he emphasised 1hat
there was no queston ol going
back on the policy «f liberah-
sa tion.

At the same time. Narasi
mha Rao said his government
was ready to “adjusi the policy
of Hberalisation (o avoid
hiccups with the market law .

well as public - ninn The
prime minister ﬂnutljr denied
that the recent Congress (l)
debacle in polls meant
refection by the people of the
new eeonomie policy or that

his party was bemmmg a 'Ht 3

Ossified
war.isimha Rao in ﬂ'lt inter-
view, which was prom f
clusued on the front of
copsiar French daily this
e tng . asserted that the
sueress 1 had always been
ot remained at the forefront
oI pulitical changes in india
Ll wonld continne to do so.
FI* from New Delhi adds:
hdian Home Minister S B
¢ Hiavan siadd in New Delhi today
theet legislative elections could
be held in Kashmiri four
months and that the govern-

nwnt was determined to re-

store democracy to the strife-
Lorn gtate.

Kashmiri Muslim political
atid nilitant groups have called
kot a tewycott of any Indian-or-
pantsed elections in Kashmir,

medivm- ppwer states such as
Pakistan auld North Korea that
are believed te be developing
nuclear weapons o gaiin the
upper hand in regional dis-

putes.

The conderence (= 10 dis-
cuss how lo persuatde thise
counirdes that they ot aecd
nuclear weapons Lot ibs
focus appearecd 1o be on disar
mament by the tive paclear
states the linited Siates
Russia. Hriviun  Framwe and
Chilna

.

The Nuchear Noot Preliles
ton Fredty, Wl bl wida
tended indeliitels s e
allows anlv 1hose live o atan -
1O promses iticleg weapoits bt
My o e ear conpiries

wan! the five to disarm more

remarks wound souls of WW-II atomic bomb victims’ |

, themselves from atomic¢ after-

|

quickly and ban yuiclear tesis

141 Kurdish
rebels killed

ANKARA, June 12: One
hundred and forty-one Kurdis-
ran  Workers' Party (PKK)

- rebels wee killed in military

operadons in East and south-
casteril Anatolia, Turkish inte-
rut mintster Mahit Mentese
saldl Sunday, reports AFP.

He did not give any toll for
sonerament forces involved in
the clashes, but the Diy
administrative office, q

by the Aptolan News Aﬂf:d!!
b‘undaf. said five Turkish -
diers Hed.

e sebels were killed in
nperations between
ancd 10, Mentese said.

During the same period,
158 other Kurdish rebels were

arrested, he added in a written

statement.
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