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Myanmar frees NLD dissidents:

Myanmar wmilitary authorities released a leading ' pro-
demod racy politician a week after detaining him and several
other vhderly dissidents. sources close to his family said
Hewter reports from Yangon.

R Maung. 74 a senior member of Aung San Suu Kyi's Na-
okl League tor Democracy (NLD), was arrested in Yangon
hast Fruhav soon after he met the British ambassador. He was
releascd o Thursday. the sources said.

Assad invited to visit Jerusalem:

1srach Primme Minister Yitzhak Rabin on Thursday invited
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad to visit Jerusalem to discuss a
peace agreement. Reuter reports from Washington.

1 invite now President Assad to come to Jerusalem and
to speak with me. with the parliament, with whoever he
wants to speak in Israel and in the territories among the
Palestinians,” Rabin said on CNN's Larry King Live pro-

gramine.
L - -

Ebola toll rises to 202 in Zaire: 4
total of 202 people have been killed by the Ebola virus out of
245 susperted or confirmed sufferers of the deadly disease, a
néew toll drawn up by the Crisis Committee fighting the
spread of the epidemic said on Thursday, AFP reports from
Kinshasa.

The new ligures, produced from the stricken Kikwit area
by the committee set up by the Zairean authorities to battle
the disease. showed three new deaths since Monday, WhEI‘l

the official toll siood at 199.

Libya seizes Japanese trawler:

The Libyan navy seized a Japanese Tuna trawler off the coast
of Tripoli and detained 22 crew members on June 5, a
Japanese government official said yesterday, Reuter I‘tpﬂl‘ti
from Tokyo.

The 400-tonne Yahata Maru No 78 trawler was towed into
Tripoli port by Alibyan submarine, a Japanese Foreign Min-
istry spekesman said. It had 15 Japanese and seven Indone-
sian crew members. Libya said it was holding the boat on
suspicion of violating territorial waters.

Lee gets red welcome in NY:
President Lee Ten-hui got a red carpet welcome Thursday on
arriving in New York for a visit billed by officials as private but
by Taiwan's supporters as a diplomatic brcakthruugh AFP
reports from Syracuse, New York.

“This visit is long overdue,” said Maukn Senator Frank
Murkowski, who aulhﬂrcd the Eenatt resolution to grant
Lee's visa. J

LTTE kills 5 Tamil civilians: tam’

Tiger guerillas killed five civilians accused of ¢ollaborating
with Sri Lankan securityl forces in the embattled north, Tamil
. Sources said vesterday, AFP reports from Colombo.

The five civilians, all Tamils from northern Omanthai.
were killed Thursday by a firing squad set up for the purpose

bv the rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), Tamil
sources said.

LPO litical activities: m v
Frmirhh Chief Minister, Mayawati, Thursday ordered the
achministration to impose a ban on public demonstration.
procession. Dharnas and meeting of political parties, except
religious congregations, fin the state with immediate effect,
PTl regorts lrom Lucknow.

Reviewing the law and order situation in the state in cen-
®iext of Moharrum _at a meeting of senior officers where,
Mayawali said the step in this regard was taken in view of
‘the confirmed” reports of entry of criminals and terrorists in

the siate
L L L]
UK stance on Euro mﬁ criticised:
Britain's former Foreign Affairs Sir Geoffrey Howe,
Thursday roundly criticised the British stance on Europe,
saying his country risks being marginalised if it continues to
“drape itself in the Union Jack." AP reports from Paris.

Howe. addressing a conference at the National Assembly,

praised the French stance, saying it was "mid-way” between

that of Britain and that of Germany, both "indefensible”

-
rocket forces fired an 18-year-old Rs-18 Inter-continental
Ballistic Missile (ICBM) on Thursday and its warhead landed
exactly on target, ITAR-Tass news agency said. Reuter repurtu
from Morocco.
The rocket, on standby ever since it was built in 1976, was
‘launched from the Baikonur testing range in Kazakhstan.

8 die in Tamil Nadu road mishap:

Eight persons including a woman, were killed, seven on hc
spot. and nearl¥ a dozen injured when a lorry and a tempo
collidegl a1 a village near Krishnagiri in Dharmapuri district in
Tamil Nadu late Thursday evening, PT] reports from Madras.

* The dead included the tempo driver. While on ¢f the in-
juredl died in hospital, seven others are in a serious condition.

d - - - -
24-hour flood vigil in China: crinas
flood-control offices have been placed on 24-hour red alert
for the duration of the summer rainy season that has already
claimed more than 100 lives, reports said yelt:rdl}r AFP
reports from Beijing.
. The state [lood control and drought reliefl headquarters
began' its rournd-the-clock vigil after forecasting "major flood-
ing” and a “possibly dire situation” in- areas around the
Yangize. vellow and Huaihe rivers, the Xinhua news agency

Serbs hand over slain FM's body:

The body of the slain Bosnian foreign minister, who was
killed when rebel Serbs shot down his helicopter May 28, has
been handed over to th& Bosnian government, a UN
spokesman said Thursday. AP reports from Sarajevo.

Irfan Ljubijankic was on a helicopter flight from his native
Bihac. a besieged government town in northwestern Bosnia.
when he was shot down. Rebel Serbs in

claimed responsibility for the attack, in which four other gov-
ermnent officials and the two-man helicopter crew also died.

&ngn!)ore executes 4 more: segpo
erday hanged four men — two Malaysians and two

Smg,apurtmls — for drug trafficking, a statement from the
Central Narcotics Buq:a.u (CNB| said. Reuter reports from

Singapore.
Singapore has nnwhmg-ed 121 people since its strict drug
laws were passed in 1975.

LTTE assures
ICRC of safety

COLOMBO. June 9 Tamil
rebels have promised

vesierolay

MADURAI. India June 9: G
Venkataswamy is perhaps best
described as a visionary. The
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- US lawmakers vote for lifting
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arms embargo on Bosnia

WASHINGTON. June 9; US
lawmakers voted Thursday for
A uniilateral lifting of the arms
eubargo on Bosnia to allow
Bosnian government troops to
better delend themselves
against the Serbs. reports AFP.

The vote in the: House of
Representalives came despite
ellorts by the administration to
counter the move by arguing
that lifting the arms embargo
would benelit Iran., a main
arms supplier to the Muslim
lroops.

The Republican-controlled
house voted "318 1o 99 for the
binding 1nmeasure which called
on the United States to lift the
embargo withoult seeking ap-

proval from the United Na-
tions.

“There have to be conse-
guences ol aggression,” said
Democratic representative Al-
bert Russell Wynin,

The administration has in

the past disregarded previous

voles from Congress on liting
the arms embargo. '
Whitle House spokesman
Michael McCurry said Euro-
pean governments agreed with

the administration in its
assessment that  allowing
weapons 4o llow freely into

Bosnia would lead to an escala-
libn in the lighting.

"Thev think this would be
dreadidlly wrong,” he said.

McCurry criticised Senate
niajority leader and presiden-
lial contender Robert Dole for
his plan 1o introduce a mea-
sure that set lilting the arms
embargo as a condition for
sending US troops to Bosnia to
help evacuate UN peacekeep-
Brs. :

So 1 guess he would prefer
le see lran estahlish a closer
militarv relationship with the
Bosuian Muslims.” McCurry
s

[Dole said Wednesday that
Iran  had henefited rom the

arms cimbarge and that other
4 #
countries such as Turkey.

Malavsia. Saudi Arabia, Kuwait .

andd Pakistan had decided to
sidestep the embargo and arm
Lthe: Bosnians.

MeCurry challenged his ra-
tionale. saying that Europe and
the United States felt that lift-
ing the arms embargo would
encourage lran io beef up its

military ties to the Bosnian
Musliumns,

Bosnian Prime Minister
Haris Siladzjic was holding
talk® i Capitol Hill Thursday

to lobby for unilateral lifting of
the embargo. ;

Earlier, hardline Republi-
can Senator Jesse Helms ar-
gued that arming the Bosnian
Muslim troops would restore
the military imbalance be-

tween the government forces |,

and the Bosnian Serbs.

" Helms said US ground
troops should not be sent into
Bosmia and "do what the Bosni-

ans Lhem:-tlvcu are willing l:ﬂr
do ..... fight the ground war Ihr
the ubcratlun of their country.”
The Bosnian troops are
severely out gunned by the
annian Serbs who inherited
much of the arsenal from the

former Yuigoslav National Army.

- The house vote came amid
euphoria over thé rescue of
downed air force pilot Captain
Scott O'Grady and criticism of
President Bill Clinton's Balkans
policy during separate hear-
ings of the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee.

A senior administration of-

".ficial told the committee that .

lifting the arms embargo would
undercut US goals of contain-
ing the war.

"It would lead to a wider

and bloodier conflict with a
very uncertain outcome, for
which the US would have ulti-
mate responsibility,”. sald Un-
dersecretary of State for Polit-
ical Affairs Peter Tarnoff.

Thizs flile

phuto

provided by the O 'Grady family on Thursday shows US Captain |

Scott F O'Grady sitting in an F-16 jet similar to the one he was shot down in. O'Grady,

shot down in his F-16 C on June 2 by

rebel Serbs in Bosnia, was rescued in hostile -

Serb territory by a NATO mission that included 40 attack jets, rescue helicopters and

support planes. .-

— AFP;"LTNB photo

Croatia .

Coemmitiee of the Red Cross
(HCRC) protected vessels. fol-
lowing ihe sinking of a Red
Cross chartered ship earlier
this week. apparently by a
guerilla sea-mine. reports AP.
i is with deep regret that
we jearnéd of the unfortunate
imcident ... | wish to assure you

that we learned of the unfortu-
nate incideint ... | wish to as-

,Sure you that we will abide by
\ our mutual agreement with re-
gard o ICRC -protected ves-
sels.” said Velupillai Prab-
hakaran' the rebel chief. in a
letter to the ICRC head in Sri
Lanka. Marco Alther.

"The CRC has examined
the incident and is convinced
that it was not a deliberate at-
tack.” said Paul Fruh, deputy
-Mﬂdﬂw‘liﬂﬂinﬁdlmkl

76-year-old Indian eye doctor
is determined (o see cataract
blindness eliminated in his
lifetime and has set up a model
hospital in this southern town
to. perform Lhe relatively sim-
ple operation which can re
store sight. reports AFP

White-haired man of treme-
ndous vitality. "My dream. be-
fore | die. | to see that no one
remain blind due to cataracts.”

There are 12 million peo
ple suffering from cataract
blindness in India. two-thirds
of the world total, according w
the World Health Organisa-
tion.

Cataracts. in which the lens
of the eyve becomes clouded,
mostly occur in peopie over
the age of 50. The cause is not
known

Jerusalem would remain as
Israel's capital : Rabin

WASHINGTON. June 9; ls-
raeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin insisted dirmly Thursday
that Jerusalem would remain
undivided . under Israeli
sovereignty as the capital of

* the Jewish state. reports AFP,

The emotional question of
Jerusalem provoked a pointed

exchange between Rabin and

Palesline Liberation
Organisation chiet Yasser
Arafat as the two were inter-
viewed along with Jordan's
King Hussein on a CNN talk
show. :

The 73-year-old Hasbln
speaking Earm:*ﬁlly and in \per-
sornal terms. said he was the
first Isgaeli prime minister to
be born in Jerusalem, consid-
ered a holy city by the Jews.
Muslims and Christians.

‘For me Jerusalem was
united. will be under Israel
sovereignty. will be the capital
of Israel and the heart of the
Jewish people.” Rabin teold
Talk Show host Larry King

Irom Tel Aviv.
"Our position is very clear

- derusalem s united. wilk be

never be divided again. I don't
believe that in the name of the
holiness ol the city you have to
put barbed-wire. machine-gun
nests, mine fields,” he said.
Rabin reiterated his pledge
to  allow Muslims and
Christians free access to their
holy sites and said the future of
Jerusalem was "not ‘a major

question” in the Middle East
equation.
'l would like Israel to be a

Jewish state and therefore not
to annex over two million
Palestimians living in the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip,
which will make Israel a bi-na-
tional state against the will of
the Palestinians.” Rabin said.’
'l recognise that there &s a
Palestinian people, and next to
Israel should hbe a Palestimian
entity but | don't want to de-
fine it now." he said. adding
that talks withi Aralat were

aimed at achieving co-exis-

1ece,

Aralat, speaking ﬁ'{}'ﬂl the
West Bank town of Jericho, re-
sponded with a barb at Rabin,
who was born when Jerusalem
was under British mandate.

"First of all. I would like to
remind everybody that not only
one person has been born in
Jerusalem. Hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians have been
born in Jerusalem.”

“When he was born in
Jerusalem, Rabin, his national-
ity was a Palestinian. He was a
Palestinian, yes." Arafat said, as
Rabin shook his head no.

Arafat said of Jerusalem: "It
is owr jurisdiction and at the
same time we don't want 4o
divide the people. Why not to
have one capital for two
states.”

King Hussein expressed
optimism that the tweo sides
could work out their differ-
ences over Jerusalem,

Rescue workers search the wreckage of an Ansett New Zealand Boeing
which crashed in heavy rain with 21 people aboard while approaching Palmerstone North
airport' on Friday At least three people have been confirmed dead with several others

seriously hurt.

Dash-8 aircraft

~— AFP/UNB photo |
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Attack on Turkey’ s

ruling party
office: 2 killed

ISTANBUL, June 9: Three
suspected militants opened
fire on the Istanbul offices of
Turkish Prime Minister Tansu
Ciller's ruling party today, po-
lice said. One woman a
and a policeman died in a
shoot-but, reports Reuter.

Ciller, chairman of the True

Path Party (DYP) which is the
-senior partner of the ruling

Yasin Malik arreSted

Troops prevent religious
procession in Kashmir

SRINAGAR. June 9: Indian
security forces lired bullets in
the air and lobbed tear gas
shells Lo prevent thousands of

Muslims from taking out a re- .

ligious procession in Srinagar
on Friday, reports AP.

Witnesses said Indian Bor-
der Security Force fired in the
air in at least six places in Sri-
nagar, the capital of Jammu-
Kashmir state, to scare away
people,

AFP adds: Several top lead-

ers of the Kashmiri Muslim
separatist movement were ar-
rested here today for defying a
curfew imposed by the Indian
authorities. police said.

Yasin Malik, head of the
pro-independence were taken
into custody by riot police

when they tried to organise a

religious procession, police

_said.

. - Police used tear gas and
fired over the heads of the
demonstrators who were try-
ing to stage a march through

_| this Kashmir suminer capital

reports AP.

Stalin had only three of his.own teeth left at the time of
his death in 1953, Alexei Doinikov, the chief Kremlin dentist
for several decades, told the daily Komsomolskaya Pravda on

coalition, was in Istanbul at the Friday.

Lime of the attack on the DYP

"Weak teeth are a sign of a strnng hand " the n:wapapar'l

headquarters but not in the headline read.

premises,
agency said.

She later flew to Ankara
from Istanbul where she had
attended a dinner on 'I'l-nm-aa::la:,r
night.

Police said three auuﬂantu
opened fire on the building at
7.15 am (0415 GMT), killing
one officer and wounding an-

Anatolian news

other keeping guan:l before the Secretary General must alw

Rao to expand
cabinet

NEW DELHI, June 9: Indian
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao will expand his cabinet by
naming several new govern-

meni ministers, a senior offi-

cial in President Shankar Dayal
Shﬂrmsnmuuidtndiy re-

ports Reuter.
He said Sharma was ex-
pected to swear in the minis-

ters on Saturday after
ret to the Indian
from a two-week foreign tour,

United News of India (UNI)
said the Prime Minister would
add five new ministers and
might also reshuffle the portfo-
lios of some current cabinet
members.

The cabinet changes, to be
announced before Rao leaves
on Sunday on a four-day visit to
France, would aim to skiore up
the government ahead of gen-
eral elections due in early
1996. ‘

Rao last expanded his cabi-
net on February 9 when he
added six new ministers apd

promoted -two junior ministers

to cabinet rank.

'S Pacific Forum
warns France
against N-test

SUVA, June 9: South Pacific
nations have warned that rela-
tions with France will be dam-
aged if it resumes nuclear
testing in the region, officials
said today. repots AFP.

French Defence Minister
Charles Millon said Tuesday
that military experts had rec-
ommended resuming testing,
suspended in 1992, although
aides (o President Jacques
Chirac later said no decision
was imminent.

leremia Tabai, Secretary
General of the |15-nation South
Pacific Forum. sent a letter to
the French embassy here
Thursday warning of a "major
sethack in relations” with the
forum's members if testing is
resumed, an eMicial said.

Lavrenti Beria, the dreaded head of the Soviet secret po-
lice during Stalin's rule, had "extremely weak and shaky"
teeth which were in terrible condition, Doinikov said. Not a
-single dentist would risk working on him alone, fearing

reprisals.

Nikita Iihrushchew who denounced Stalin's "personality
cult," cared for his teeth and was open enbugh to chat with

his deritist about politics.

When the dentist once asked whether he wanted to have
the edges of his teeth polished. Khrushchev repﬁcd “No, the
ays have sharp
Marshal Georgy Zhukov remained

Soviet army commander

bold even in the dentist's chair.
out.” he said when a dentist once offered him a ‘drug.

Leonid Brezhnev, the only Sovief leader who had virtually
all his own teeth, also liked a confidential)chat. He once told
Doinikov that he was the only one in the Communist Party's
ruling Politburo who voted against the Soviet invasion of

stan in 1979.
Brezhnev

' | L e -l"'-l'.in

'Is this humane?' |

NEW DELHI An Indian woman who had donated a
to help save her landlofd's ailing
threats after his death, the Telegraph daily said Thursday, re-

poris AFP.

Shibani Hahupnt.ra a resident of a Calcutta suburb, is he.'lng
tormented by the landlord for donating a "faulty” kidney, the

newspaper said.
Mahapa

report said.

"My husband is being beaten up regularly.”
‘are being threatened with eviction and they (the landlord's
family) have said they will kill us if we inform the police," she

said. "Is this humane?”
India banned

ofstn.mg hand !"

MOSCOW: Soviet dictator Josef Stalin and his underlings

all had bad teeth and preferred platinum dentures, according
lo a dentist*who treated generations of Communist leaders. !

also liked to recite Russian
and was “’}: demanding ‘abott 'the {irdlity of 'hig work:
|

EOIIsITIoItnon B 0 Irmosa o,
FETTY
= 3

tra had donated a kidney in April last year after her
landlord's son fell seriously ill, it sald. The family promised
her rent-free accommodation for the rest of her life.

But the son's death., exactly a year later on April 26,
:-ha.ngﬁl things and Shibani Mahapatra is now being asked to .

ve after she pays the accumulated rent from April 1994..

the sale of hum
unauthorised sale of body parts in February
outrage over forced or coercive transplants by poor ddnors

ta wark muharam. the martyr-
dom of Prophet Mohammed's
(SM) grandson. Imam Hussain.

- The authorities imposed a
curfew in Srinagar today, the
Muslim sabbath., and banned
the tradjtional processions
fearing they could turn into vi- ¢
olenit anti- Indlan demonstra-
tions.

Police chief Mnhinder Hath
Sabharwal described the cur- |
few as a "Precautionary mea-
sure,’

Molvi Abbas Ansari, a Shi'ite
Muslim leader, accused the au- -
thorities. ‘of "direct interfer-
ence in our religious matters,” .
these are simple religious pro-
cessiens.” he said. "Nowhere in
the world are they banned.”

A top Kashmiri Muslim
separatist leader was abducted
meanwhile by suspected Mus-
lim militants but released un-
harmed following the interven-
tion of another senior leader of .
the separatist movement,
sources said.
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"No pain-killers, just tear it

poetry to his denﬂlt.
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son is facing eviction and

she said. "We

urgﬁrls anl prohibited the

nation-wide .

Karadzic may accept RRF
deployment in Bomua

WASHINGTON, June 9:
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan
Karadzic said Thursday that he
would consider allowing in a
United Nations multinational
Rapid Reaction Force (RRF) if
it were not hostile, reports
AFP,

“If they are not hostile
against us we may consider to
give consent.” Karadzic said in
a CBS television interview from
Pale when asked whether
Bosnian Serbs would allow in
the proposed force to protect
UN peacekeepers.

"Nobody should come here
without our consent,” Karadzic
said, adding, “we do think they
don't need to send any more
troops if the UN st

mandate” for humanitarian

with the,

missions.
lit- the wake of mals

' ]J{!‘-ﬂ.ILt takings of UN peace-

kecpers by the Bosnian Serbs,

Britain and France have been

urging dispatching 10,000
quick-reaction troops to help
protect their forces

+Karadzic stressed that "if
UN troops turn against one of
the sides, then they may. need
more and more troops and
10,000 will not be enough.” He
said Bosnian Serb forces would
fire on NATO aircraft deemed
hostile.

CBS also asked Karadzic
about conflicting reports over
whether Bosnian Serb troops
were told to stop a rescue
mission Thursday of US pilot
Scott O'grady

Catarac! surgery the
worlds most commen opera-
tion, takes only 10 minutes
and has a success rate of close
o 100 per cent. A plastic lens
inserted into the eye restores
normal vision .

Venkataswamy's Aravind
Eye Hospital performed more
than 65000 cataract opera
tions last year and he hopes to
greatly expand that number by
bringing "McDonalds-like effi
ciency and guality to eye
surgery

"We need to apply factory-
like principles if we are going
to overcome this problem.” he
told AFP during a recemt visit
to the hospital in Madurai, the
largest town in a district of
3.5 million people in Tamil
Nadu state.

The World Bank is funding
a programine to clear
most of the backlong of

'Venkataswamy achieves 100 pc

cataract cases in India within
sevenn years. [t ealls for 11.1
million cataract operations to
be carried out in seven states
by the year 2001

Because of its impressive
performance, the Aravind Eye
Hospital has been given World
Bank funding to train state
Health Department dogtors

‘Aravind's 35 surgeons each
performed an average of |1 864
cataract surgeries last year —
eclipsing the national average
of 237 per ophthalmologist —
with. a post-operation infection
rate of just one in 1.000 pa-
uents.

Venkataswamy launched his
private crusade against need-
less blindness in 1976 after
three decades with the Tamil
Nadu state Health Deparument
during which he pioneered
the establishment of mobile

eye camps

After retiring. he used his
life savings of 5,000 dollars to
convert a house into a 10- hcd
hospital.

,Two decades later. he pre-
sides over the Aravind Eye
Hospital, two satellite hospi-
tals, a lens manufacturing plant
called Aurolab and a children’s
hospital set up in 1984 spe-
cialising in malnutrition-re-
lated blindness.

Venkataswamy still holds
free eye camps across Tamil
Nadu encouraging cataract
sufferers, many of whom are
not aware they can be cured,
to come in lor surgery. A

His non- profit urg.'minaum
Has received help over the
years form the Royal Com-
monwealth Society for the
Blind. now known as Sight
Savers, and other groups but
most of what Venkataswamy
has achieved has been on his

Dur philosophy is to be
self-supporting in all our ven-
tures,” said Aravind adminis-
trator RD Thulasiraj. “You
could call us a social organisa-
tion runnirtg along business
lines.” "

"We have been able to prove
that in a developing country
we can provide high-quality
eye care at a price people can
afford,” added Venkataswamy.

Forty per cent of the
65.249 cataract operations

performed by Aravind last year

were free and 55 per cent of
the patients received the in-
traocular lenses, or iols, which
provide normal vision.

Those who can afford, pay
3.000 rupees (100 dollars)
while the poor are charged
500 rupees (16 dollars),
cost of the ijols. People who
undergo surgery but do not re-

success rate in cataract surgery

‘ceive the lenses can see again

but may need glasses.
Venkataswamy says manu-

facturing his own jols was a

BefoPe Aurolab went on
stream in 1992, he used to buy
the lenses from an American

y for 50 dollars a piece
— a prohibitive price in a
country where per capital in-
come 13:1;1 300 dollars a year.
now produces high-
quality iols for a fraction of the
price and exports them to
more than 40 countries.

In an effort to further re-
duce costs and perform more
operations, Venkataswamy is
looking into manufacturing the
tiny needle used to stitch the
lens into the eye.

"Each one of these small
needless cos{s us eight dol-
lars.” he said. "Now If we can
make it for 20 cents...

Accord on Black
Sea fleet signed

MOSCOW, June 9. Russian
and Ukrainian presidents Boris
Yeltsin and Leonid Kuchma
signed an accord today on the
future of the disputed Black
Sea Fleet under which the
Russian part of the fleet will
remain at its current base in
[Jkpaine, Interfax news agency
reported, reports AFP.

The Russian demand to
remain based in the port of
Sevastopol had been one of
the main sticking points in the
dispute over the future of the
Soviet-era lleet. .

“The main base of the Rus-
sian Black Sea Fleet and Its
headquarters are in Sev-
astopol.” the agreement reads,

Interfax said.
The Unexpected ground-

breaking agreement was
signed during a summit held
in the Black Sea port of Sochi
in muthﬂ'n Russia.



