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Moscow sells banned | US won

missile tech to Rio

WASHINGTON, June 8.
Russia sold advanced missile
technolegy (o Brazil in appar-
ent violation of Moscow's
promises (o respect a global
accord barring the prolifera-

tion ol ballistic
Presideiit Bill Clinton has de-

cided not to impose sanctions, -

the Washington Post reported
on today. reports Rueter.

e recent sale makes Rus-
sia and Brazil subject tp US

economic sanetions under a-

1990 law devised to punish
countries involved in missile
proliferation. but Clinton de-
cided to waive sanctions as
long as both countries pro-
mised not' to repeat their

actions. the paper said.

The Post. queling unnamed
'S oflicials. said Clinton's de-
cisren was conveyed 1o
Congress_in a classified memo-
randum.

An_, administration official
said sanctions were .being
waived agaipnst Russia because
Moscow "promised lo stop” its
s:lcs which beganin 1992, the

missiles but

Post said.

« It gquoted a Russian Embassy
spokesman as confirming
Russia and Brazil were coop-
erating but said the nature of
the deal could not be disclosed
because it was comnmercial.

The spokesman said the
Clinton a administration was
"satisfied with pur explanation”
that the deal did not violate
the so-called missile technol-
ogy control regime.

“The newspaper also quoted
a Brazlian Embassy spokesman-
as saying the matier was on
the way to being resolved.”

The Russians sold Brazil
rﬂ)on fiber technology, which
is Used. for strong but light
malerials in
CASES.

rocket motor

Brazil has said it wants the |

téchnology for its civilian

space prograimine,

.But Brazilian officials con-
cede Lhal a recket being built
by Brazil would have the capa-
bility (o carry sophisticated
military warheads and even
nuclear and chemical arms.
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Myanmar leader detained again:

Myanmara military junta has detained a pro-democracy
leader just two months after releasing him from jail. sources
in Ydngon said Thursday. AP reports from Yangon.' *
U Kyi Maung, former Chairman of the National League for
Democracy, was detained on June 1 for allegedly violating the
terms of his release. He spent almost five years in jail, and
was released bn condition that he will not engage .in any

political activities.

Christopher to b eg‘ln ME tour:

Secretary of Statf: Warren Christop

er, beginning his 13th

Middle East mission. said the Umtr.-d States is wurking to
accelerate the pace of negotiations, Reuter reports from

Shannon Airport, Ireland.

Christopher told reporters aboard his US Air Force jet en

Fogie:

lo Jerusalem on Wednesday night that Israel, Syria and

the Palestinians are in a new cructal period of the peace

-

pProcess

Mexican peace talks resume: rea

wilks between the government and the rebel Zapatista Na-
tional Liberation Army began Wednesday night with few ex-
pectations ol o quick settlement lo the revolt in southern
Mexico. AP reports from San Andres Larrainzar.

Nite Zopralista leaders sat gpposite government negotia-
Lors inside o miakeshilt building on an outdoor basketbal
court. Also present 'were mediators from the Roman Cathdfic
Chureh More than 2,000 military police and civilians took up
positiogs Wednesday to prﬂwde security for the talks.

China develops new rocket.mﬁ.s

developed two new types of m»:'ket with larger payloads than
previous ones. ready for commercial use in carrying satellites,
an oftic®l (rom the China Carrier Rocket Technology Re-
search Institute said yesterday. Xinhua reports from Beijing.

Fhe pavioad ol the new rockets — Long-March 111 B and
the Long-March 111 € — has been increased to 5 and 3.7 tons
rrﬁ;runrlt fronn the 2.6 tons ol Long-March Il A, he said.
The 1w rod Kets consist of a Lﬂllﬂ-uarr:h 11 A, he said.
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10 pc Congo soldiers HIV infected:
Al least 10 per cent of the soldiers in' the Congo'sanilitary are
infected with the HIV virus, the head of the Conge's National
Ant AIDS Campaigi? Programine said Wednesday. AFP reports
frtin Brazzaville ; _

Sokliers are in a  high risk group because they are very
active sexually said Pierre Pele in Brazzaville.
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7 die in Indian chopper crash:
Seven crew members of the Indian Au' orce helicopter (Mi-
17}, including jhe pilot. were-killed when their chopper
crashed near Belo village in Yomcha sub-Hivision of West
Siang district vl Arunachal Pradesh on Tuesday. officials in
ltanagar said. PT] reports from ltanagar

Among those killed were flight lieutenant A Mitra (pilot)
You Nuv and Venugopal (both sergeants), major D Thappa,
captain Rajesh Khare DK Mazumder and Onkar Singh {both
constables). officials said

w .
Chinese teams in Pyo ang: rw
Chinese délegations led by senior Communist Party and
governmeni officials have arrived in Pvongyang, the state-run
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said on Thursday,
Heuter reports lrom Tokyo

KONA. wonitored in Tokyo, said a delegation of officials of
the Chinese Communist Party led by Xu Qino. deputy
secretary ol the Central Commission for Discipline

Inspection. arrived in Pyangyang on Wednesday.

Cholera breaks out in Mexico: -

cholera epidemic. is spreading across southern Mexico, and
confirmed cases have doubled in a year in Chiapas. the state
health chief said Wednesday. AP reports from San Cristobal
De Las Casas Mexico

Mos! rivers in Chiapas contain the bacterta. and all 53
rivers i Lhe Soconusco region bordering Guatemala on the

Pacittc Coast carry the disease. health director Valdemar
Rojas said

Uzbek militia R,;!f.t shotdown: rg..

President Burhanuddin ni's forces shotdown an Uzbek
militia jet in the western Shindand region of the country.
Radio Kabul reported. AFP says from Islamabad.

The plane. belonging to the militia led by former
communist General Abdul Rashid Dostam. had reportedly *
been on a bombing raid to strike Shindand Airbase the
broadcast monitored in Islamabad said.

armed wing

Taiwan president

BRUSSELS. June 8: The

United States has cancelled

plans to send 3,500 tfoops to
lLaly to protect any withdrawal
of UN peacekeepers from

Bosnia, diplomatic sources said

here loday, reports AFP.

U5 General George Joul-
wan. the supreme commander
ol allied forces in Europe, ear-
lier Thursday informed the
ltalian authorities of Washing-
ton's plans, according to the
Italian news agency ANSA.

The news was relayed to
the Italian Defence Minister
Domenico Corcione, who is
currently atlended a NATO

meeting in Brussels, ANSA
saidl. : ;

doulwanm atlributed the
move Lo “false information”

spread by the world media.
The' US initative had been in-
lerpreted as  speeding up
preparations lor a possible UN
wil hdrawal from Bosnia.

The Pentagon on Monday
announced that 3,500 US
troops and 100 he]:cnpters
were about to be prepositioned
in Italy for ﬂ]pcrgmu,v situa-

tions in Bosriia, but a day later
the whole operation was de-
scribed as a simple mliltar}r
exercise.

Pemtagon spokesman Ken-
neth Bagcon then refused to
provide details of the proposed
troop movement, saying that
the "plan now is being re-eval-
ualed. given some of the
commitments made. at the
Paris meeting.”

Members ol the Eurnpean.

Union and the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (NATO)
agreed Saturday in the French
capiial to create a 10.000-
strong Rapid Reaction Force
(RRF)} for Bosnia. which is now
pending authorisation from the
UN Security Council.

The administration of
President Bill Clinton is under
pressure [rom Congress to
clarify the ¢bnditions for send-
ing 1S ground forces to
Bosnia. bul the White House is
not forthcoming.

*AP adds: The Pentagon has

 again sharply reduced the size

of an Army force being sent to
Italy to train for a possible

evacuatjon of UN trﬂopl in’

Bosnia. in part {o save money,
Delence Secretary William
Perry said Thursday. ]

Onlv 200 US soldiers will
move [rom Germany to ltaly to
train lor the potential evacua-
tion mission, Perry said. He
confirmed that US Army gen-
erals in Europe originally. had
planned to send about 3,500
troops to Italy for the exercise.

Perry alsoe said no
"significant” numbers of
American ground forces would
be moved into the Balkans re-

' glon until "some weeks" after:

all NATO governments have
approved a contingency plan

for .a total UH withdrnw&l from '

. Bosnia. :

He uaid he expected 'Nﬁm
approval "in a week or two, not
-a month or two." “

Speaking to reporters en
route from Washington for two
days of NATO meetings in the

George Joulwan, the Supreme
Allied Cqmmandcr and com-

E mander of all US forces in Eu-

rope, had told him Fﬁda}r of

i

' Belgian capital, Perry said Gen

't send troops to Italy Off
for Bosnia mission

“his decisiorn to greatly reduce
the size and scope of the ex-
ercise in Italy.

Perry made his remarks
just moments before
news that the American fighter

pilot shot down last Friday

over Bosnia had been rn:uad
by an American team. :
Before learning of the res-
cue, Perry told reporters
aboard his plane that Gen
Ronald Fogleman, the Air

‘Force chief of 'staff, had been
to publicly disclose ear-

lier this week' that electronic
signals had been received from

.that appeared to be the pilot's

emergency locator’ beacon..

"General Fogléeman made a

mistake," Perry said.
The Pentagon hagd intended

to.keep quiet about the signals

it was recefving’ until after it
‘had -determined where ‘they
were . coming from and
whether the pilot was Isaulng
" them.

On Thursday, arimy nt'ﬂciala
in Europe had said 1,500
troops were h-:ing sent to‘ltaly,
along with’ about 511 heli-
copters,

Tahban-Hezb tie puzzles

ISLAMABAD . June 8; The
EI‘HEI‘*‘IHL alliance between
Alghan Taliban and its former

-rival Hezb-i-lslaini (Hekmatyar

group) complicated Alghan sit-

‘uation which had been rela-

tively calm for (wo months,
reports Xinhua.

Al the heumun;., of June,
Taliban launched an offensive -
agatnst Afghan gvernment Lro-
ops loval Lo President Burha-
nuddin Rabbant in south and
soutnwvest ol Kabual.

r"'nl{!ﬁ.lll
Gulbuddin Helkmatyar commit-
ted a1t least 2000 soldiers to
light alongside Taliban in the
two batlle zones.

tronicallyv. Taliban termed
all Mujahideens as criminals'
when it scored o string of miti-
tary victories vver Alghan G

sources said that

However,

was defeated by government
lorces inany times since
March. -

Talking o newsmen in

Alghun eastern city of Jalalabad ©

recently. Hekmatyar said that
his party and the [our-party
anti-governmental alliance
were ready Lo join hands with

* Taliban against Rabbani's gov-

ernment,
The four-party alliatee in-
cludes Hezb-i-Islami

(Hekmatar group). Junbush-i-
Melli led by Rasheed Dostum. -
Nejat-i-Melli led by Mojaddedi,
and Hezb-i-Wahdal.

Rabbani's spokesman Abdul
Muiegd said-in Kabul Tast Satur-

 Afghan situation

,llﬂnb including Hf-kmat}rar‘ﬁ-
- party earlier this year.

Taliban's ‘firm
Stance became loose after it

§

day that three key rwals of -

Rabbani, known as Hekmatyar,
Dostum and Taliban, were
planning to forge an alliance,
Without naming any country,

he claimed that some ‘furcign-l

forces’ were behind the pro-
posed alliance. g

Analysts said that Rabbani

and his three major opponents

have much more powerful .

‘troops than other Afghan fac-
tions, and that if three'came
together against .one, Rabbani
would be under higher- pres-
sure. |

It was worthmentioning
that representatives of Rabbani
ard Dostum held talks in
Uzbek' capital of Tashkent at
the end of May, causing much
uu_ess;wnrk among analysis.

A French UN peace km Per 1S car ned by hui comrades to an amhulance ﬂﬂ'.l!l' hemg wuunded h}'

.sniper fire in downtown Sarajevoe on Wednesda}' Heavy ahel‘hng and sniping have been
taking place in the Bosnian capital.

~— AFP/UNB phntn “

Hamas may be transformed

into a political party

JERUSALEM, -June 8. The
Muslim militart group Hamas
may transferm itsell into a po-
litical party ahead of Pales-
tindan elections. a leader of the
group said Thursday. reports
AP

It was not clear whether all
of Hamas would support such a
move and whether Hamas
would stop ils violent attacks
on lsraelis

Hamas is a leading oppo
nent of the Israel-PLO auton-
omy accord and has waged a
deadly bombing campaign to
derail the agreement.

"We are discussing the for-
matien of a new [slamic party
and we witll declare it at the
appropriate lime." Sheik
Alhined Bahar. a Hamas leader,
lold The Associated Press.

Asked whether Hamas'
lzzedine al-Qas

sam. would be disthantled. Ba-

har was cvasive saying the
gunmen operated indepen-
derrtly ol Hamas political lead-
ership.

We have no relajions with
the military wing.' Bahar said.

However. he said an Islamic
party would not condone vio-
lence. "We oppose the Oslo
agreemen! (on Palestinian au-
tonomyl.” Bahar said.- "But we
eXpress our opposition peace-
fully. net violently.”

Earlier this week. Muslim
lundamentalist sources in
Beirut lold the Arabic-language
newspaper Al Hayat that
Hamas would soon make an

anuwouncement from its Gaza
Strip bhase _Lhal il was trans-
lorming itsell into a political

pany
The sources iLold the news-
paper. published in London,

Yhat Htamas would also dissolve
its military wing as a step lo-
ward renouncing violence..
The sources said these
steps were Lhe results of di-
rectives issued by Hamas' spir-
itual leader, Sheik Ahmed
Yassin. who is
lengthy prisofi term in Israel.
In a related development,
Bahar confirmed that Hamas
was holding talks regularly

- with PLO chiel Yasser Arafat's

mainsireasn Fatah movement.

Hisham Abdel Razek. a Fa-*
tah leader in Gaza who has a
participated in sueh talks, said
he was certain Hamas would
like the plunge and compete
in elections.

Abdel Razek said Araflat re-
speclted Hamas as a political
opponenl. They can express
their opinions peacefully. but
they have no right to impose
them I:|r'4,r lorce .’

serving a

_ ;

| Benazir wﬂhng to

talk with MQM

leaders

_ ISLAMABAD, June 8: Prime.
Minister=Benazir Bhutto said
on Wednesday her government
was willing to talk with politi-
cal -figutes of violence-rocked
Karachi's ethnic Mohajir Na-
tional Movement, reports
Reuter

There can be. gwe and
take,” she told reporters.

"We want peace in Karachi,
we believe in talks.” Bhutto
said in .an apparent reply’ to
opposition’'s criticilsm of the
government. which blames the
Mohajir Quami Movement or
MQM for most of the muthern

‘ port city’s bloodshed.

"Il there can be a pﬂl!tlcai
dialogue in the Middle East,
and "in Northern Ireland, why

can there not be a political dia- -

logue in our country, she said. -
The new governor of Sindh.
province, gf which Karachi is

{ the capital. Kamal Azafar, said

on Wednesday that the city was
in. the grip of a mini insur-
wt-nry." ’

k- Tutsi-led army -
| drive out Hutus

from Bujumbura

BUJUMBURA, June 8: Bu-

1t rundi's Tutsi-led army seized
| conttol

of Hutu-dominated
neighbourhoods in northern
suburbs of the capital on
Wednesday, ending a week of

ﬁﬂmnganddtm:}.gnutrebel.

Hutu militia, reports AFP

Tutsi soldiers met Htﬂc re-
sistance in the Hutu-domi-
nated districts of Kamenge and
Kinama, which they found vir-
tually deserted when they
moved into flush out Hutu
gunmen who have been fight-
ing the army for over a*week.

Soldiers conducted house
to house searches, but most of
the troeps in the rebel Forces
for the Defence of Democracy
(FDD) were believed to have
fled to the neighbguring sub-
urb of Gasenyi to cuntlnur

fighting. .
US committed to
keep 1 lakh troops
in Europe -

WASHINGTON. June 8: A
half century after the end of
World War |I. - the United
States remains committed to
keeping about 100,000 troops
in a Europe. according to a re-
port published by the Pentagon
on Wednesday, says Reuter.

Issued on the eve of a NATO
megling in Brussels to discuss
whal to do about the crisis in

Bosnia and expanding the or-

ganisation 1o include former
Soviet bloc members, the re-
port sought to underline US
solidarity with Europe.

"America's military pres-
ence in the . which has
been reduced by over 200,000
since 1989 and should remain
al approximately 100,000 US
troops. remains vital to endur-
ing us mln'uu in Europe and

" the Pentagon said.

—
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A LJ.IH"; cerantc teapot Lreul;ed by Zheng Yukm | a dem
from Shandong Huang ceramic company is displayed at a
Beijing gallery on Thursday, The giant teapot stands at two

l'I}Et‘I'E‘-u hl,gl{ and is 1.2 metres wide.

= AFP!'UNE photo

'The dog must have known'

WASHINGTON: "The dog must have known" she was deltv-
ering a letter from the Internal Revenue Service, majl carrier -
Angeld Brewer joked. looking down at the tuuth marks on hﬂ'

leg. reports AP.

It was April 15 when the Fzg.irfa.x Virginia, carrier had her
encounter with a large, protective dog. She misscd three days

work after a trip # the hospital.

a half-

Brewer. expecting a baby in August, was among
dozen ‘mangled mail carriers who gathered Wednesday to
help kick off a publicity campaign with the theme, "Don't let
your dog bite the hand that serves you.' .

Posler- pup Duncan. a golden retriever nwned by a pﬂstal
worker. circulated happily through the gathering at the Na-
tional Postal Museum, wagging the word that mail carriers
and dogs can coexist.

Indeed. the Postal Serviece's chief uperaung officer,
William J. Henderson. stressed that the post office. isn't anti-
dog. It just wants owners to be responsible for their pets, to
train and socialize them so that letter carriers aren't in dan-
ger o1 itheir roundas. o Y em T

- Last year, carriers suffered 2,782 bités! &osting pain and

. thousands ol dollars of lost time. The post office will stop de-

livery 1o homes 'and even neighbourhoods where carriers are
endangered. Henderson said, and will file lawsuits when its

workers are injured.

Matthew Neal of New' Castle. Delaware, told of maklng’ a
delivery to a home with’ a quiet dog resting on the porth.
Then. as he walked away, the chihuahua suddenly bcgﬂn

chomping on his ankle,

"The Enfomers

A' 36-year old man- accused of

SAN SEBASTIAN. Spain:

several attempted rapes near this Spanish Basque region was
captured by a group of women and dragged through the’
sireets of Olosa to the court-house steps. reports AFP. :
The incident, reported Wednesday en the front page of the
Daily El Mundo. was denounced by the presiding judge at the
- provincial court as well-as local authorities in Ibarra where
the alleged offences were committed. _
The women, whe call themselves "the ‘enforcers”, decided
to take the law into their own handg and took the man from
the building site were he worked and marched him through
the streets with a banner designating him as a rapist.
The man was arraigned in court on'rape-related ch
while pulll'_E said mmther suspect wrongfully detained. was

freed.

India deploys 80,000 extra.
troops in Kashmir: Ali

ISLAMABAD. June 8: India
has poured an additional
80.000 troops into the dis-

puted Kashmir region which is
a matter of "seripus’ concern
for Pakisiah. Foreign Minister
Aseil Ahmed Ali said in re-

marks published today, reports

AFFP. .

The trdops were inducted
recently under the “excuse” of
organising elections in Indian-
controlled Kashmir. but they
have not been withdrawn de-
spite the postponement of the
polls I:ijr New Delhi, Ali said.

Ali, who was qugted by the
official Associated Press of

Pakistan (APP). said India had
brought its troop strength in
Kashmir 1o the "maxmmum”
level oy

“That is a very serious mat-
ler.” he said. adding that Pak-
istan would take up the issue
al the “proper” level.

According to officials here,
sonwe 600 LHI}U Indian troops

and security lorces were in
Kashmir before-the arrival of
the reinforcements ;

Earlier this month India
extended federal rule in, the
sirife-torn state for six months
beyond July 18, deferring
planned elections because of
the securily ':llud.ﬂﬂﬂ

Ali said the pﬁﬁlpﬂnﬂnaﬂt
ol elections was a’ "great vic-
tory" for the people of Kash-
mir,

Kashmir, the only Muslim-
majority state in Hindu-domi-
nated India. has been under
New Delhi's direct rule since
1990, a year after Muslim mili;
tants stepped up a separatist
drive which has left nearly
12.000 people dead so far.

New , Delhi accuses Islam-
abad ol arming and graining
the rebels. a charge denied by
Pakistan.' the neighbours have

fougdht two of theirgthree wars

over the Himalayan province.

——
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e e Asia-Pacific defence spendmg hzgh compared with global rise |ROX umhappy wit

e SYDNEY. June §: Billions of

enraging China
. FTHACA, New York. June .8°
Talwan president Lee Teng-hui

began a ground
the United States

‘profile for a trip that has
already imnfuriated China,

‘evidénce of a regional

dollars are being spent on

modernising Asia-Pacific de-
fepce forces but there is no
armes
races according to a report by
the Ausiralian Defence Studies
Centreé. reporis Reuter.

There has been a general
region. wide decline in the ra-
tic of military spending to GNP
(Gross -National Preduct)
through the 1980s and where
this ratic has increased. up-
ward movements are neither
large nor strong.” said the re-
port on regional arms spend-
ing and manufacturing. re-
ceived by Reuters on Thursday.

“The pattern to these

indices falls some way short of
wha! a fullv developed regional
arms race would manpifest. it
sald.

The Austiralian Defence
Studies Centre is part of the
Australian Defence Force
Acagemy

Regional military spending
rose 47 9 per cenl between
1979 and |988. compared
with a 19.9 per cent global
rise. and .in 1990. spending
excluding China. was. more
than US 60.57 billion dollar
compared with 42.54 billion
dollar in 1980, the report said.

However, China's
as a per cert of GNP was esti-
mated at 3.9 per cent in 1988,

compared with 10.8 per cent
ih 1979.

The report lmd that cou-
pled with China's economic
grmuth this decline in spend-
ing "suggests an official per-
ception of a more benign re-
gional environment over the
medium term.”

Authors Graeme Cheese-*
man and Richard Leaver said
they examined regional mili-
tary spending since the end of
the cold war and despite some
impressive military acquisi-
fions. the aggregate value of
arms imports was declining in
the 1990s.

The value of arms imported
inte the region in 1989 was

6.1 billion dollar compared
with 9.2 billion dollar jn 1
with Vietnam Japan and Tai-

. wan accounting for more than

half of thern.
The region's rmhajor arms
importer between 1979-89

~ was Vietnam purchasing 24.7
billion dollar accounting for 30

per cent of imports. Japan was
second with 10.3 billion dollar
126 per cemt and China
ranked seventh at 3.9 billion
dollar or 4.7 per cent,

This decline is partly ex®
plained by a rise in regional

‘of China.,

The northeast Asian nations
Taiwan, North and
South Korea are the largest
weapons producers in the re-

Second tier countries of
Australia, Thatland. Singapore.

Indonesia, Malaysia and the
Philippines, have more limited
defence industries confined to
small arms, aircrafl and ships.

The third tier produces
small arms and ammunition.

The rcp-ort dismisses the
theory that in a post Cold War
world middle powers will vie
for regional influence, which
could spark a regional arms
race,

It said the Asian cold war

was never a clone of the Eum
pean model, but was unique
because of the geo political na-
ture of Asia's interstate rela-
tions.

The best that could be said
of current indicators in that
they seem best explained by
the process of force moderni-
sation and that the region
might therefore be entering
the first stage of Lhis larger
evolutionary process, the re-
port said.

A considerable distance
remains to be travelled before
one can speak with certainty
about the existence of a mature
arms race across or within the

region.”

SEOUL, June B8: Despite
Washington's appeal. for com-
promise, South Korean officlals
onr ‘Thursday openly voiced
discontent with US moves to.
strike an ‘unsatisfactory” nu-
clear deal with North Korea,
reports AP.

Amid reports that US-North
Korea nuclear talks in Kuala
Lumpur were making signifi-
cant headway., South Korean
officlals sald they weére not
prepared: to make
additional concessions.

A senior official at Rah's
ministry was more blunt, say-
ing: Itsubﬂnudynntthtw
of an agrumtnl we are

any

ing for."



