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This note is by way a tangential addendum
to Samia Islam’s "The Hollows', which appedred
in_this column on 4 June 1995. | share hef
decent outrage to Dhaka's increasingly in-
decent road profilé. There is not one sense
amongst the five that God has loaned us that is’
not violated the moment we step outside our
front door each morning. This complaint-: is
nothing new. The general state of barbarism in
urban life has been lamented for as long as
there have been cities in the modern sense.
That's about, two hundred years, dating from
the Industrial Revolution in England in the -
1780s. \ .

The metropolis commands a vaunted posi-
tion in the constructed self-perception of
‘modern’ éivilization. It is supposedly the hub
of change and 'progress’ in the present age,
though the costs are high. In the accelerated
context of urban life. festering anxieties, ag-
gression, dislocation, alienation and other so-
vial pathologies become commonplace. To
miitigate some of the worst atrocities we Inflict
upon ourselves with our cityscaping, people
have traditionally tried to intersperse a few
patches of greenery in their localities, juxia-
posing verdant tranquiility with human chaos.
The Mughals adored gardens and you will find
them wherever there is Mughal architecture in
South Asia. The Japanese are exemplars of the
sculptured garden and park design. The Bri-
tish, the Victorians especially, showed a fond-
ness for gardens and parks so great that these
became the sine qua non of nineteenth century
urban planning.

It was not just trite neo-rusticism that was
responsible for this. That is to say, people
didn't build parks and introduce greenery into
their cities just because they were sentimental-
izing about the countryside. although this was
certainly one Influence. Parks and natural
scapes made good sense fand stll doJ Tor
sound ecological reasons. Both human and nat-

ral environments benefit. Rivers and canals
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A Hollow City for Hollow Men
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are like veins, linking homan and natdtal
cominunilties. Trees acl as our city environ-
ment's lungs. They produce exygen: sequester
carbon. stabilize temperature, act as water-
sheds, regulate foed chains and. lest we forget,
help to decongest our minds whenever we can
escape from the grind by geing for a stroll.

Stroll. Now, that's something | haven't done

_ for a long while. Some people do, though they

have to go very early in the me¢rning. In fact,

" the increasing number of people taking walks

at such ungedly hours suggests one thing only :
as we are.gradually dispossessed of our living

space by roads, cars and office blocks, we must
become twilight ghouls just tp move for recre-
ation and exercise. With precious little leisure
space we are being physically and mentally
squeezed into -the margins of the day. Dhaka
city is being design
man. Homo Ambulans is having to concede

space every day to the febrile. boorish néew-
‘comers — Homo Nissanpatrolus and Homo

Veryloudhornus. :

I'm sure that the roadworks bemoaned by
Samia Islam serve some functional end, meet-
ing this or that expediency recondite to the
hapless citydweller. But it is the absence of
balance that is so depressing. If we are to have
roads that are hostile to people and if most of
us have to live and work jn shoebox buildings,
is it too much te ask for a little bit of green
here and there by way of compensation?
Please?

Or perhaps we deserve this haphazard
sprawl of a city as a grotesquely magnified
metaphor of our own collective shallowness
and lack ' of orientation, as we try to play a
mimetic and ultimately futile kind of ‘catch-up'

"with the imagined gleaming citadels of the

North. If this is so, then we deserve this hol-
low and irphospitable city built without lungs

afd Withiout veins. It will be a hollow city suit-

able for hollow men. Yes, stuffed men. Leaning
together, heads field with straw. Alas !
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nformation Minister M Shamsul Islam talking to the leaders of BFUJ, DUJ,
Newspaper Employees Federation and Press Workers Federation at the conference room of | || 3

NOW ADMISSION GOING ON FOR
THE SESSION 1996

| FROM PLAY GROUP TO CLASS-3
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MIDTOWN SCHOOL
House#21, RD#8, Dhanmondi (Opp. Magdonals Chinese Restaurant),
| Mirpur Road, Dhaka, Phone : 310706
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Dhaka Stock Exéhange_ Ltd ol

the Information Ministry in the cit;r yesterday. '

-

udable progress made |

in immunization drive'

By Staff Correspondent

icantl progress in immuniation

Bangladesh has made signif-

against the polio virus, meas-
les, reducing vitamin A defi-
clencies, ensuring- the avai-
lability of safe drinking water

and setting up ‘baby friendly

hospitals.” according to the
Progress of Nations reports
1995 of the UNICEF.

The' country. however, has

4 long way to go to achieve full

ioclization ol salt. eradication of
mmalnutrition -and diarrhoea .and
lo ensure the rights of chil-
dren.

The report which has been

published annually since 1992,
following the adoption of 27
development related projects
in 1990 by the United Nations
to be achieved within the year

2000. concludes that the de-
veloping nations are making

better progress than is gener-
ally accepted.

. "Countries like Bangladesh
or Sri Lanka has made signifi-
cant progress in achieving
their . miid-term goals,” Resi-
dent Representative of
UNICEF Rolf C Carriere com-
mented at a press briefing in
the city yesterday on the occa-
sion ol the release of the re-
port.

Reviewing the achieve-
menits in eradicating the polio
virus from the world, Carriere
noted, "polioc cases in 145
countries in the world have
gone down to zero. We believe.

polig cases would be com- .

pletely eliminated from the
world within the next 1500
days." *

- He further pointed out that

following National Immuniza-
16 and -

tion Days in March
April 16, almost 90 per cent of
the children below the age of 5
were immunized.

"But we should concentrate
more on eradicating measles,
which is a deadly disease.

| Some one to two million chil-

dren annually di¢ from annu-
ally.” the UNICEF representa-
tive said.

" increased to 41 per

i
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Rolf C Carriere at

a press conference

"Only 45 countries have
achieved measles immuniza-
tion. Bangladesh covered 78
per cent of its immmunization
larget.” he added.

"Bangladesh is very success-
ful in ensuring the availability
of safe drinking water. Almost
92 per cent of the people now
have access to .safe drinking
water in this ." he said.

"Sanitation has been given
top. priority by the government
of Bangladesh last year, it has
cent cov-
erage from the last year's 34
per cent. This would rise to 50
per cent by the end of this
year,” he hoped.

"Vitamin A coverage is 94

- per cent of the children be-

tween the ages of 1 and 5 in
Bangladesh," Carriere added.

"Bangladesh should do bet-

ter in salt iodization, in which
is very much possible to
achieve 100 per cent. At pre-
sent the country has achieved
only 33 per cent,” he noted.
UNICEF has so far certified
68 hospitals as 'baby friendly’'
to promote: breast-feeding of
new-borns. y
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i held at the Rajarbagh Police
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| The number one

: Second Class

work,
qualifications.
None need
career in adverfising.

CAREER
IN ADVERTISING
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The applicants (female/male) should have a minimum
Degree in Business Adminisiration,
Architecture, English, Infernational Relafions,
Mwm |
Fluency in written and spoken English is essential.
Keen sense of observation, strong
@ﬂm%hwnnﬁd

apply who is not desirious of making o
| Excellent serms await the right candidates.

Please apply in confidence to:

Box No. A-47
C/eo: The Daily Skar
Not later than June 15, 1995

aptitude for creative
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. —PIDphoto. Stock Exchange Building
Traffic constable e 100

" Fax No: 880-2-867552

: ~ Time Extension

| Ref: Tender for comprehensive automation of all areas of DSE, -
| The terms and conditions of above tendel & further amenided as |
| under: |
|t 1) Last date and time to drop the tender: 30th July, 1995 1200

- hrs Dhaka Time. |

killed

By Statt Correspondent

A trallic constable who, was
injured in 4 road accident in’
Jatrabari in the city late
Wednesday. died in the early
hours ol yesterday.

The constiable Md Habibur
Rahman was un duty at the Ja- -
+ trabari crossing and received . |

aitiouadinfasics When: a:gpesds : 2) Date and time of openmg the tender: 30th July, 1995 1230 hrs.
ing Lruck hit him at about 3) Location : DSE Office, ' - _—
10:40 pm. 4) Last date of selling of Tender Document 29th July, 1995,

* Habibur, a constable of the

iral D-574 §
Sutrapur tralfic guard, was i

taken to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal and later shifted to the Ch-
est Disease Hospital at Mo-
hakhali where he died at about
2:10 am vesterday.

Habibur had won as many as
Il different awards for his
outstanding performance dur-
ing service,.

His
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namagz-e-janaza was l
Lines mosque-at noon yester-

day. The Commissioner of | |

Dhaka Metropolitah Pelice AN e PR i oA
Hussain, senior police officials -
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and employees attended the | [ : . Toy ummmT -
janaza. The dead body was later- | | GARN INFERNATIONAL COMPEITTIVENESS
sent to his village home at | | - - ALL WITHIN YOUR BUDGET

Muktagachha in Mymensingh. .

Meanwhile. police arrested R s
the driver Shahidullah and P
seized the truck. A case has o
been liled with the Demra 2 , S
thana in this connection.

NDP chief . . I‘
; e
meets CEC 7

By Staft Correspondent

The president of the Na- 3
tional Democratic Party (NDP) '
yeslerday met Chief Election b - Ry
Commissioner Justice A K M
Sadeque and discussed with A Chinese Joint-Venture Project
him the on-going voter regis B R WF r:cmu | qu
tration programme. ] " ot USA (All Major Components |

The NDP. feader Widfor, | | o0 Awarmyor s 3 '

= L1 ... Ve & Germany (Seimen's Alemator)

(retd) M _Afsar Uddin also | |® POWTAFEREERWCES | ., |
submnritted a memorandum, in @  COMMISSIONING BY FOREIGN EXPERTS ~
which he stressed the need for @  COMSULTANCY FROM REPUTED GENERATOR SPECIALISTS for further detal. please contect
adequale time to finish the SOLE AGENT IN BAMNGLADESH
registration process and pre- x:,'ﬁglpﬂn"‘?m
pare idenlily cards for voters. i

A press release signed by i b

Alsar Uddin said officials of the
Elecltion Commission and
- somne journalists were present
i o1 the occasion.
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2.1 | Construction of 2000 Flats

(2nd Phase 1000 Flats) at

Dufferent places in Dhaka

City for Govt Officers and

Staff at Agargoan Taltola,

Dhaka Sub Head Site

Development

Group No_ | (One) Tk. 2,61,321/-] Tk. 5230/-| 30 (Thirty) days
2.2 | Do~ -Do- Group No Il (Two) |Tk 3,54,983/-| Tk 7200/- 30\{T11jrt}f] days
2.3 | Do- -Do- Group No ITI(Three) | Tk. 2,96,003/-| Tk. 5930/-| 30(Thirty) days
2.4 | Do- -Do- Group No IV (Four)|Tk. 4,22,722/-| Tk.8,500/-| 30 (Thirty) days
2.5 | Do- -Do- Group No. V(Five) |Tk. 4,05,339/-] Tk. 8110/4 30 (Thirty) days
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