SEOUL. June 7 North Ko-
rea and the Linited Stales have
reached 4 basw agreemient in
marathon talks in Kuala Lum
pur aimmed at salvaging their
accord to halt the Norths
suspect mwlear progranane, 4
spokesman for the Neorth said
today. reports AFP

Both sides reached agree-
ment in pringiple on  major
issues on Lhis basis. both sides
have begun weorking-level co-
nsultation for the formulation
of a joint document this
morning.” ithe Nerth's mouth-
piece. the KUNA news agency,
quoted a foreign ministry
spokesiman as saving.

The announcement dis-
pelled speculation thail the
abrupt departure of two low-
level North Korean delegates
irom Kuala Lumpur on Tuesday
spelled the cbilapse of the
talks. which have dragged on

to reprocess thousands ol
spent fuel rods which US ex-
perts say could provide enough

plutonium ler four or five

bombs — if the lalks lailed.

e sticking points. which
caused the first rourd of talks
on the reactor model type (o
collapse in Berlin, had been
the North's refusal to accept
Light-Water Reactors (LWRs)
fromn its old loe South Korea,
and its demand that Washing-
lon pay an exira one billien
dollars for infrastructure.

Bul in the surprise an-
nouncement carrted by KCNA,
the North's spokesman identi- |
fied the areas ol agreement as |
“the choice of the reactor
model. Lhe mode of contract
making. the liabilities of the
United States and the ex-
penses lor the adjustment of

the construciion sites.’
“We think the talks will

soon end it the dialogue part-

ner respecis the agreed prin-
ciples.” he concluded.

“I think that the parties
involved feel they have made a

good deal of progress.” State
Department spokeswoman

Christine Shelley said.
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Quakes shake Philippines: mre
mbderate earthguakes have ruckcd t northern and
southern Philippines in a span of 16 hours, ' said

Wednesday. No® damage or casualties were reported, AP
reperts from Manila.

The f(irst temblor measuring 5.9 in the Richter scale
struck at 4:20 am {2020 GMT) Tuesday, centering in the
northern tip of Luzon Island, 432 kilometres {270 miles)
north of Manila. said the Philippine Institute of Volcanology

amd Seismology
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2 US babies die of suffocation:
mbies died Tuesday after spending hours in a car parked
gutside a motel in hot weather while their mother was inside
visiting friends. police said. AP reports from McMinnville,
Tennessee.
The toddlers. 1-year-old Dustin Ducker and his brother
Devon Ducker. who would have :‘been 2 in July, apparently
died ol dehydration and sulfocation, authorities said.

18 more executed in China: eigueen

ted Friday in
Chinese aged from 21 Lo 69 were execu
‘Chongging, alter being sentenced for a variety of crimes, the

Sichuan Daily said in its latest edition. received in Beijing
yesterday. AF P reports from Beijing.

Separately. the Jiangxi Daily reported five people were
executed on Saturday from murder and theft in Nanchang.

PLO launches Palestinian TV:

The PLO launched Palestinian television on Tuesday,
broadcasting 1o Jerusalem and parts of the West Bank' from
self-ruled Jericho. Reuter reports from Jericho. -

The governing Palestimian authority took over Jericho and
Gaza Strip from lsrael in May 1994 under a peace deal signed
ihe year before.
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Rain claims 100 in China: rerenss

rain that has battered southern and southwestern China since

the end of May has already caused 100 deaths, the Chinese
says, AFP from
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with at least 62 deaths and 200 injuries, the China Daily said

Ramos orders release of fishermen:
Fresident Fidel Ramos on Wednesday ordered the release of
dght of 62 Chinese fishermen arresied in February while
ishing in eontested waters of the South China Sea. AP
reports {rom Manila.

Ramos told a nationally televised news comnference that the
eight. all minors. would be freed in a gesture of good will as
sgon as details can be arranged.

Friday marks the 20th anniversary of diplomatic relations
between the Philippines and the mainland government.

L ] L] -
Rabin mayreachCalmF'ndaw
Egypt expectis [sraeli Prime Minister Yizhak Rabin in Cairo on
Friday Lo meet President Hosni Mubarak and US Secretary of
Stale Warren Christopher. Reuter reports from Cairo.

Mubarak. asked yesterday about Rabin's visit, said only that
Mtudnmyrld:cujedwimuqmﬂdu&mm
s agreed. we'll announce the subjects,” he told reporters.

Im-aeh-backednnlihamlﬁlled.

Guerillas set off a roadside bomb in seuthern Lebanon on
Wednesday. killing am |sraeli-backed militiaman and
wounding another security sources said. AP reports from
- Lehasaon

The bomb. apparently detonaied by remote comtrol. ex-
ploded as a patrol of the South Lebanon Army militia searched
a romd near the town of Jezzine in the lsrash border
sirip. The |ramian-backed Hezbollah claimed for
the morning attack and said all the patrol’'s men were killed
or woumded ammtmunmm

securily sources. reguesting anonymity. sawd only one was
lled and another was wounded.

Clinton telephones Assad.: us

President Bill Clinton mesmm
Mafez al-Assad in abide to acceleraie the Mideast peace
provess on the eve of a visit 1o the region by Secretary of
State Warren Christopher. Xinhua reports from Washington.

Climton made a very brief call 1o touch base prior 1o the
asrrival of Secretary Christopher, White House spokesman
Miker Muccwrry lold reporters. During the call. the President
reiterate has personal commitment (o resoiving differences
between Syria and Israel over the withdrawal of israell troops
from (he Golan Heiyghts.

Russian quake death toll 1743:

Rescue crews continue to pull bodies from Lhe rubble left by
last week s carthguake om Sakhalin Island, with the
confirmed defth toll rising to 1.743 on Wednesday AP
reports lrosn Moscow

There are 167 other people still missing and presumed
dead. which would put the final death toll above |1 .900. said
Karl Smolikov. a spokesman for the Russian Ministry for
Emergency Situations.

Cop kills colleagues in E

yesierday before committing suicide by throwing himsell into
the Nile in southern Egypt. police reported. AFFP says [rom
Minya. Egypt. |

The unnamed member of the river police was on boat pa-

trol with four other policemen near the necropolis of Bani
Hassan. 250 kilometers (150 milesi south of Caire. when he

hoped fire on his partners. killing (wo immediately

13 killed in !_l!mmr clash: . s

13 persons were killed over 20 others seriously imjured
in group ciashes at the border (owm of Moreh im Candel

district bordering Myamnmar Tuesday evening PT] reports
fromn Imphal

Official sources said that eight persons died on the spot
and five others sucrumbed to thelr injuries Wednesday mom-

ing. The injured were laken to nearby hospitals.
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India rules out intervention
in Lanka's civil war

NEW DELHI, June 7: Indian
Foreign Minister Pranab
has ruled out inter-

vention in Sri Lanka's civil war
and said there has been no
such request from Colombeo,

reports AFP.

M . in an interview
published today by the Times
of India, salid New Delhi would
like to see a peaceful, negoti-
ated settlement of the ethnic
issue in Sri Lanka.

"We are concerned at the
resumption of hostilities and
the use of advanced weaponry
by Tamil separatist guerillas”,
he told the newspaper.

"We are watching the situa-
tion with close interest,”
Mukherjee added, "and believe
that a political solution has to
be found within the framework

of unity and integrity of Sri

Lanka".
Asked whether he was rul-

International

‘No request from Colombo’

ing out another Indian military
intervention in the conflict,
Mulkherjee replied: “Yes. But |

would net put it so positively.
The question does not arise

since there is no request from

India sent thousands of
troops 10 Sri Lanka under a
1987, pact aimed at ending the
Tamil rebel drive. The Indian
army lost nearly 1,200 men in
fighting with the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE])
before returning home in
March 1990.

Mukherjee also said an In-
dian offer to resume talks with
Asian rival Pakistan remained
"on the table”.

"Time and again we hawve re-
iterated our willingness to en-
ter into a comprehensive and
meaningful dialogue with Pak-
istan on all outstanding issues.”
he said. "Our offer is very much

‘térrorists

on the table.’

"We are ready to talk and
settle all differences with Pak-
istan bilaterally.” he said. "It is
up to them to show the sin-
cerity to respond. We consider
that the ball is really in Pak-
istan's court’.

Mukherjee, who visited the
United States last month, said
India would welcome a US at-
tempt to force Pakistan to cut
off its support for Muslim sep-
aratist guerillas fighting Indian
troops in Kashmir.

"If the United States uses

its influence with Pakistan to |

end the latter's support for
in Jammu and
Kashmir we would certainly
welcome it", he said.

" India accuses Pakistan of
arming and training Kashmiri
Muslim militants seeking to
end Indian rule over the dis-

Pakistan., which also claims
sovereignty over Kashmir, de-
nies the charge but provides
diplomatic support to what it
describes as a legitimate cam-
paign for self-determination.

Mukherjee also reiterated
Indian opposition to the possi-
ble lifting of a US law prohibit-
ing arms sales to Pakistan and
said New Delhi would be con-
cerned if Pakistan receives a

shipment of F-16 jet fighters.

"We have made it clear that

if Pakistan gets more F-1B6s,

their striking power will en- -

hance." he said. "Then, we will
be compelled to raise ours.”

"But we don't want an arms.

‘race on the subcontinent.” he

wcdi L]

India and Pakistan have
fought three wars since inde-
pendence in 1947, two of
them over Kashmir.
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puted Himalayan territory.

More than one l'.hnuund Eﬂ'ptlm]nurnahm atage a protest Tusdar in Cairo agamst a new

defamation law which they fear will restrain their freedom of expression. Strikes are still
banned after an emergency law passed in 1981, after the assassination of Anwar Sadat.
Journalists publishing "false information” face heavy penalties including imprisonment.

AFP/UNB photo

Karachi violence death toll 150

Gunmen attack magistrate's car,
kill driver, bodyguard

KARACHIL. June 7: Gunmen
pumped bullets inte a magis-
trate's car Wednesday, killing
his driver and and
bringing the death toll in three
weeks of violence here to 150,

No one immediately
clabmed responsibility for the
killings. but pelice blamed
members of a militant opposi-
tion group. the Mohajir Qaumnd
Movement.

Another eifht people were

iglled overnight. many of the
bullet-riddled beodies found

Wednesday morning by police.

- The mosi poweriul political
force in Karachi. the MQM
represenis Indian Muslims
who settled in Pakistan after
the two countries gained their
independence in 1947

The MQM also dominates
Hyderabad and Sukkur. the
only other major cities in Pak-
istan's southern Sindh prowvi-
nee. 2

The MM accuses Prime
Minisier Benazir Bhutto's gov-
ernment of discrimination,
claiming its members are de-
nied access lo good jobs and
decent education.

They alse accuse Karachi's
security forces of using exces-
sive force.

Benazir denies the MQM
accusations and accuses its

more militant members of us-
ing terrorist tactics (o make
political gains. So far her gov-
ernment has been unable o
quell the violence.

Sindh is tacing a small in-
surgency.  sawl Kamal Azfar,
the provincial governor

The worst violence to hit
Karachi this year erupted on
May 18 when MOM members
attacked a security force pa-
trol.

“This was a well-planned,
guerilla siyle hit-and-run at-
tack.” said Col. Mumnir Butt, a
commanding officer of the
paramilitary Rangers force that
patrols Karachi.

Since then nearly 45 mem-
bers of the security force have
been kitled.

of talks on

CAIRO, June 7 |sraeli and
PLO negeotiators agreed Tues-
day to expand the scope of
talks on the transfer of powers
in the West Bank. in their bat-
tle to keep a July |1 deadline
for a deal on the next phase of
Palestinian autonomy. reports
AFP

Israel’'s chief negotiator
General Oren Shahor and his
Palestinian counterpart Jamil
Tartfi announced the agree-
ment to cover 33 spheres of
activity instead of just eight, at
the end of a first day of talks in
Calro.

“Last week we asked (o

PLO, Israel agree to expand scope
power transfer in WB

Tarifi told a press conference.
"Today we are happy to
hear from General Shahor that
they accept and we are going
to discuss the transfer of au-
thortty not only on the eight
spheres but on all  the
." he said, adding that
technical talks would be held
in Israel
The two sides said Lhey
would werk to seal as many
chapters as possible by the
July | deadline for agreement
on an |sraeli army redeploy-
menit on the Westi Bank and
elections 1o a Palestinian Self-
Rude Council.
They have so far been dis-
cussing the transfer to Pales-

tintan control of priority
spheres: labour. Igcal authori-
ljes. statistics, agriculture,

postal services and telecom-
munications. trade and indus-
try. petrol and gas.

Palestinians already took
control of health, education,
tourism, taxation and social af-
fairs on the West Bank be
iween August and November
last year.

"We hope we will finalise
the labour sphere during this
round.” said the Palestinian
negotiator. "l think we will fi-
nalise more than eight spheres
before the first of July.”

Shahor said talks would
move next week to lsrael.

Hamas group to
end struggle

"against Israel

BEIRUT. June 7: The hard-
line Islamic-Resistance Move-
ment (Hamas)

“armed struggle against [srael
and become a political party.

fundamentalist sources told
today's Al-Hayat newspaper.
reports AFP,

Hamas would also join the
PLO-led autenomous a
in line with the wishes of its
jatled leader Sheikh Ahmad
Yassin, the sources told the
London-based Arabic newspa-
per which is published in sev,
eral Arab capitals.

The radical Palestinian
group. which is fighting the
PLO-lsrael peace process, is
to announce its transformation
from an armed group to a po-
litical party within a few days
in the autonomous region uf
Gaza, the sources said.

Kazakhstan now
non-nuclear state

ALMATY. June 7: With the
destruction last week of an
atomic charge that had lain
undergroumnd at the old Soviet
weapons testing site at Semi-
palatinsh for three
Kazakbstan officially became a
non-nuclear state, reporta AFP.

But despite the elimination
of the 0.3-kiloton device con-
taining almost one kilo (2.2
pounds) of plutonium in an
unprecedented operation,
Kazkhstan will retain the le-
gacy of its nuclear past for
along time to come.

The nuclear charge, aimed
at testing the effect of an ex-
plosion on electronic appara-

tus, was the last remaining in
this Central Asian republic,

| with possible military use.

Manipur clashes
leave 22 dead

NEW DELHI, June 7: At
least 11 people, five tribeasmen
and six settlers, were killed "in
clashes in India's northeastern
state of Manipur, news reports
said Wednesday, reports AP.

Tuesday's fight also left at
least 22 people wounded.

Tensions between the set-
tlers and the Kuki tribes
ple siarted rising after the
weekend kidnapping ol a set-
tler bov by the Kukis, who op-
pose people {rom outside set-
ting in the area

The state government has
imposed prohibitory orders

banning assembly ol five or
more people in public places,
United News ol India reported.

'he tnibesmen in the

northeast say Lhey are losing

their identity and culture due
1o innmigraton ol large num-
Der ol peopie

Fhe area is about 2,000
kilometers || 240 miles)

noriheast ol New Delhi

plans te .
_announce an official’end to its

Changes in US immigration policy
to slash number of new admissions

WASHINGTON, June 7:

which gave the Republicans
their first majority in 40 years
also shw the overwhel

adult children of US citizens.
mostly limiting admissions to
those with special job skills.

Supporters of lumits have
complained that the curremt
policy promotes "daisy chain
immigration” that allows ex-
tended families to swell their
numbers here.

But detractors, particularly
from Asian and Latin American
advocacy groups. are adamantly
opposed 0 new limits on legal
immigraton.

“Asian Americans are al-
fected because approximaiely
60 per cent of their imumigra-
tion project coordinator for
the organisation of Chinese
Americans.

Shu noted that some
republicans. including. house
leader Richard Army. oppose
new limits as Lhe recognise
that immigrants generally
become citizens, note and

make valuable comtributions to
the economy

She also says the opposition
among Americans (o legal im-
migration steams from miisin-
formation about the policies.

"People are saying that
aunts and uncles and in laws
are coming over but the reality
is it is only the immediate
family.” she said.

The advisory panel was
formed alfter the immigration
act of 1990 actually increased

imunigration aumbers in [amily

preference and employment
based admissions.

Last year it recoomnmended a
crackdown on illegal border
crossings and proposed an
electronic system for monitor-
ing work sites, a plan which
Clinton has said he considers
testing despite concerns about
increased job discrimination.

MIAMI, June 7: A Cher-

nobyl-like nuclear disaster

could occur at a shoddily built
power plant in Cuba and Presi-
dent Clinton should pressure
Russia to end monetary and
technical support of the pro-
ject, experts and lawmakers
said Tuesday. reports AP.
Cuban leader Fidel Castro is
compelling engineers to flout
salety guidelines and cover up

errors to quickly finish work at

the plant in Juragua in central
Cuba. said three Cubans who
worked on the plant and de-
fected to the United States.

If the plant leaks radioac-
tive material. Cuba. southern
United States, the Caribbean
and Central America could be
contaminated, they said.

"We're talking about a po-
tential Chernobyl right in our
own back yards,” said US Rep
lleana Ros-Lehtinen, R-Miami.
The Russian disaster killed 31
people and cast a pall of ra-
dicactivity over Europe.

- While the Cuban plant's de-
sign may be sound, the con-
struction isn't, said Jose Oro,

The Bhaily Sbar 5

| Chernobyl-like disaster

may occur in Cuba

an engineer who worked in
nuclear waste disposal umit
before defecting in 1991.

“The operation of this reac-
tor will be nothing but crimi-
nal,” Oro said. "The construe-
tion ... was being performed in
a completely negligent and
reckless manner."

Workers improperly in-
stalled water pipes and welded
parts of the reactor, both of
which could heat up the core
and cause radiation leaks, said
Viadimir Cervera, an engineer
who worked in the plant's

quality control department
before arriving in the United

States in 1990, ..

Further, blatant errors are
being treated as siate secrets
and no one's correcting them,
Oro charged. .

US Rep Lincoln Diaz-Balart
of Miami said Clinton has ig-
nored the plant. which is about
180 miles (288 kilometres)
south of key West in the
mﬂﬂﬂiﬂﬁmﬂﬂﬁ-
timated to cost dirs 800 mil-
lion. Thl:plantmﬂdﬂlﬂw-

erating in 18 months.
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“New Man” or
“Nude Man”

HONG KONG: With or without a fig leaf? That is the
question. Hong Kong art lovers were debating Tuesday after a
ruljngthatamjcnudtbyanaecluumdﬁﬂuﬂl sculpturess
is indecent., rtpurtuAF
- "New Man.” an eight foot bronze by Dame Elisabeth
Frink, was bought by a Hong Kong real estafe company in
1993 and has been displayed since in the lobby of an office
block in the business district.

But after receiving a complaint earlier this year, the
company applied to the Obscene Articles Tribunal for a
ruling, covering the part in question with a leaf cut from
Cardhuarduntﬂamchctmmacl‘:ed

" Indecent,” ruled the tribunal of three men

ARt lovers fear the ruling will strengthen at a
time when the British colony is trying to bolster its freedom
before reverting to Chinese rule in 1997.

.

NEW DELHI: An Indian woman chopped off the penis of an
alleged paramour in a bid to prove her fidelity to her suspi-
cious husband. the Pioneer Newspaper reported Wednesday,
reports AFP.

Ramkanya, a resident of the northern state of

was accused by her husband of having illicit relations with
Mangu Das, who lived in a neighbouring village, the police

last

Det&mi:wdtnprmh:rtﬂubunﬂm
Das to her vuhgcwhﬁtshc.ahzgwﬂhtmmm._ led
then cooly cut off his penis.
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BEIJING : A rare South China tiger named Qingging has
given birth to twin cubs in the Shanghai zoo. a repert said
Tuesday. reports AP.

No South China tigers are known to survive-in the wild,
and there are only about 40 uilhunlnmnnlnﬂthl,ﬂl
official Xinhua News y said.

Qingging gave birth to the first cub early Saturday. and
then surprised zoo keepers by giving birth to the second one

more than three hours later, Xinhua reported. -

ingging, originally from the Chengging zo0 southwest
ChEua Sichuan province. has given birth to 14 cuh.hl
only eight have survived.

He only wanted to preserve

COLUMBUS, Ohio. For more than 30 years, Anthony
Meinikas spent a quiet., unremarkable academic career
studying medieval legal documents, reports AP.

Now. less than a month from retiremgnt. the Ohio State
University art history professor has become the focus of an
international art theft investigation.

lured
him

U.S Customs officials are investigating how Melnikas got
his hands on two pages of a valuable 14th-century manuscript
the Vatican says were siolen from its library. The pages
surfaced last month when Melnikas showed them to Ah'm
art dealer Bruce Ferrini.

Ferrini contends Melnikas asked him to sell the pages.
Melnikas has said he merely wanted Ferrini — a leading
dealer in medieval manuscripts who was marketing two other
pages for Meinikas — to study them.

The lavishly illustrated animal-skin pages. from a Roman
text on agriculture once owned by the [talian poet Petrrach,
Irtwu'th_atlzalldlmﬁmmﬂ

"My Initial doubts were about their authenticity, they
were so exceptional,” Ferrini said.

He sent copies to James Marrow, an art history professor
at Princeton University. who tracked the pages to the

Vatican, which was not aware anything was missing until
Marrow called.
+ Ferrini turned over the pages to customs officials in
Cleveland.
How Meinikas got the pages remains a mystery. He

refused to discuss the case at his university office Thursday.

| Anti-Japanese protests

in South Korea

SEOUL. June 7: Hundreds
of South Koreans staged anti-
Japanese protests in the
country's two major cities to-
day., some demanding the exe-
cution of a former Japanese
foreign minister for justifying
Japan's occupation ol Korea,

reports Reuter
A hundred mostly elderly

people who fought against
Japan's 1910-45 colonlal rule
ol the Korean peninsula. burnt
an effigy of the ex minister
Michio Watanabe. during their
rally near the Japanese em-
bassy in Central Seoul. .
"Japan, execute Watanabe
immediately.” they chanted.
Another group of 50 people.
including several elderly
women whoe were forced to
work as sex slaves for the
Japanese imperial army during
World War Two, staged a simni-
lar protest in front of the em-
hassy

“We are determined te

block (he reswrection of
Japan's neo-imperialism.” they
said in a statements.

About 150 peopie alseo
staged 4 protest in front of the
Japanese tonsulate general in
Pusan 5South Korea's second-
largesi city. They burnt the
Japanese flag and an effigy of
Watanabe. the Yonhap Domes-
tic News Agency said.

Watanabe, a member of the
Conservative Liberal Demo-
cratic Party, has become a ma-
jor target of anti-Ja
protests in South Korea after
he denied Japan's colonial rule
of Korea at a party gathering
on Saturday and said Tokye
took over Korea "peacefully.”

Although he withdrew and
apologised for his remarks on
Monday this has {ailed to calm
anti-Japanese sentiment. On
Tuesday, students attacked
Japan's cultural centre in
Seoul with petrol bomba,

briefly setting part of it on fire.



