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That Orb In The Sky

by Samia Islam

Pathological worriers have found a new rea-
son to sustain those furrowed eyebrows and

shaking heads. The invasion of the. dish an- -

tenna that is pollutingsthe minds of the youth
and rebbing them of their lovable charmil) and
innocence(!). The music channels are enough
lo destroy entire civilizations and serials like
Baywatch, Doogle Howser (MD etc. are indu-
bitably the workings of the devil incarnate. The
blatant vulgarity on ATN and [V], unscrupulous
immorality of the cast of soaps like the Bold
and the Beautiful shécks onenumb and soon
and so forth. Yet in very few hbuseholds can
one actually find these sanctimonious eritiques
avoiding the idiot box. They have their own
reasons though. If they do not tune in to the
Philips Top Ten or BPL Oye, how will they
know about the state of moral degeneration the
world's in? Only after sitting through the en-
tire air time can they rant and rave in righ-
teous indignation at the plight of the cultural
arena of their beloved motherland. Later that
very day they will sit for another insufferable
episode of the B & B to know whether Brooke
is getting married to Ridge or Eric. Why lIs
Bengali psyche so averse {o admitting that they
are enjoying themselves?

There might be some detrimental éffects of
the dish but moral re is hardly one
of them. God knows we have enough of tiat
with or without the dish. The real downside is
when you have a bag of potato chips one
evening and the ketchup bottle is empty. On
demanding explanation you might just find out
that all the contents had gone into the curious
red chicken that you had for lunch because Yan
or, Floyad instructed a budding chef from
Comilla to sprinkle some sauce to enhance the
taste of the cuisine. And you thought language
was a barrier!! You cuss your faie because the
native land does not sweet lime for the
sprite nor strawberries for the dessert. There
are a few suspicious mint leaves in a glass of
sprite in your house these days that ordinary
people don't know what to do with. Further-
more, one must have some very expensive
seasame seed oil to marinate the chicken

these days. Some new words in the vocabulary

are saute, garnish, flambee, fondue, mousse,
etc. Life has become a gourmet deﬂgl‘tt with
the arrival of the dish.

One four-year-old was having some difficulty
with moving her limbs one fine day and wor-
ries flew eut the window when we discovered
that she had take a free aerobics Oz-style les-

son last evening. With vigorous exercise at auch

a tender age one (ends to stffer a little ache
here and a pain there. The good thing is the
awareness about keeping fit that the dish has
been able to convey to 4 four-year-old.

When you come out of your room dressed in

.your flashy new raeggae coloured shirt and

RED jeans the elders with their closed minds
chew your head off. Thanks to the dish m
know the right moves to make on a dance

and your family thinks are you having a seizure
or what. Really, some people!! The Ragamuffin
music movement has been encouraging young
adults to find their identity and be proud of
their roots. The new greeting is Respect.
Songs like dear mama and Thank you can only
teach you to love and respect your parent and
be grateful for all the love you receive. There
are so many more good stuff coming out each
day then why is everybody obsessed with a
handful of songs that don't make sense any
way? As for children getting the wrong mes-
sages from the telly, if there is strong disci-
plinary guidance at home there is no way a
child could go astray. There are superb shows
on TV for young and old alike for instance
Remington Steele, And mother makes three
‘etc. The Wonder Years tells the story of the
growing pains of an American kid. The parent
just needs to point out the fact that this is net
America. Even the teacher has a lot of influ-
ence which he can wield to make a difference.
When a standard 4 student says to a teacher
that she looks like Shawnie from Baywatch
could she not smile and let it go at that.
What happened to the values that need to be
instilled in their hearts so firmly that they

cannot think of enacting Doogie at school, or

pse swear words on the playground, start
eveteasing at the ripe old age of 8 or 97

The know-walls turn up their noses at the
mention of [V], Zee and ATN because these
channels apparently flaunt vulgarity. Fine but
long before this dish invasion there wasn't any
lack of harassment on the streets or ogling at
11 or 12-year-old girls, let alone teenagers.
The other day pedestrians were flocking be-
fore the display window of a boutique shop
ogling at the mannequins while a shopkeeper
changed their outfits for erying out loud! In-
stead of denouncing technology why can't any-
body ostracise these perveris who probably do
not have a TV to learn vulgarity from. People
are never so illiterate as not to know good
from bad. Every society has some unwritten
laws according to sociologists -+ what are ours?
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Mangoes ut dtfferent vanetms have appeared in the city

markets in quantities. The relatively low price this year
has brought this summer delicacy within the reach of the
common man. This photo was taken yesterday. #"Star photo

Outgoing Zambian
envoy meets

Biswas

The outgoing High Commis-
sioner of Zambia lan Sikazwe
made a farewell call on Presi-
dent Abdur Raturfan Biswas al
the Bangabhaban yesterday,
reports UNB.

Talking to the High Com-
missioner, Biswas appreciated
the sincere and positive efforts
of the ambassador in consoli-
dating and strengthening the
bonds of friendship and coop-
eration between Bangladesh
and Zambia.

" The outgoing High Commis-

*sioner thanked the President
and the government of
Bangladesh

The Daily Star 3
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Call to improve condition
- - of children

A twm—dav seminar on laws
on children began in the city
yvesterday with a call for im-
proving oyerall conditions of
children ‘by all means. reports
UNB. _ ‘

Law. Justice and Parliamen-

“tary Alfairs Minister Mirza Go-

lam Hafiz inaugurated the se-
minar. RN

The law minister said
Langladesh having been quite
conscious ol the fact that fu-
lure development, peace and
progress of the world depend
orr chilitren: ratified the CRC
i 199,

The Law. Justice and Par-
liamemary Allairs Ministry ar-
ranged the national seminar on
Bangladesh Laws on Children
and the UN Convention on the
Riglis of the Child (CRC) with
the assistance of UNICEF at
thé, NEC conlerence room.

Mirza Hall, <aid the country

has already lormulated a na-
tional policy for children and
the poliey is in consenance
with the measures — legal and
administrative — suggcat::d in

~the CRC. =

Retérring to child labour in
garnnems mdustry that aroused
a controversy,

said it is an undeniable fact
that child labour is inalienably

linked witly the economic and
social ¢ tion of every coun-
try.

- "Stamping out child labour
is bound to have serious socio-
economic Mmpacf ... the pru-
dent measures in Hanglad:nh
would perhaps be to make

suitable provisions for health,
education. recreation and

leisure for the child workers
for their physical and mental
development,” he said.

State Minister for Women
and Children Affairs Sarwari
Rahman said the number of
children, below the age of 14
years. as defined by the Na-
tianal Children Policy, 1994, is
roughly over five crore or 45
per cenl of the total popula-

the minister

She pointed out that almost
ha¥f of the country's deaths’oc-
curred to unde _
in 1991 while as per the offi-
cial statistics based on labour
employed only in registered
industrial uniis, 12 per cent of
the labeur force constitiutes
child labour.

Referrilg to the Hati{mal
Children Peolicy and the Na-
tional Couneil for Children, the
state minister said: "We have
by mow enacted a good number
of laws to protect children
against abuse and to tee
their legal rights.”

Dr Eric Laroche, a UNICEF
representative on charge of
children's rights issue, told
the 'seminar that the UN body
is supporting the government
in this endeavour by providing

technical and financial assis-
tance.
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Obituary

Kasimun Nessa, widow of
Mollali Abdur Rahman,
formerly assistant editor of
Hindustan Times. New Delhi
and the editor of The Nation,
Calcuita. died at the Holy
Family Hospital on June 6. She
wiis B8 says a press release.

She was the founder of
Islarmr and the Modern World',

Dhaka. the first English quar-

terly on Islam published from
Dhaka.

She was the daughter of
late Maulana Mohammad Sid-
dique of village Kolapara un-

der Srinagar of Bikrampur
disirict.

r-five children
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82 RESPECTIVELY OF THE

M. V. FONG YUN V-9517 IMP. ROT NO,
ON OR ABOUT 8TH JUNE 1995 WITH IMPORT CONTAINERS RELAYED AT STNGAPORE
FROM VARIOUS PORTS AND ALSO CONTAINERS EX-SINGAPORE.

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED TO TAKE DELIVERY OF GOODS IMMEDIATELY AFTER
DISCHARGE. SURVEY APPLICATION MUST BE PRESENTED TO US WITHIN 3 DAYS OF
DISCHARGE. NO.CLATM WILL BE ENTERTAINED NOR ANY LIABILITIES ACCEPTED IN
RESPECT OF DAMAGE TO AND OR SHORT LANDINGS OF CONSIGNMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN
REMOVED FROM STORAGE SHED. IN EVENT OF CONSIGNEES TAKING DIRECT DELIVERY
SURVEY TO BE HELD AT SHIP'S SIDE ONLY.

CONSIGNMENTS NOT CLEARED WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM THE DATE COF UNLOADING EX
SHIP ARE LIABLE TC BE CONFISCATED 'AND AUCTIONED AS PER SEC.

THE VESSEL WILL LOAD CONTAINERS UNDER EXP. ROT NO. 473/95 FOR SINGAPORE AND
ALSO FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO EAST/WEST COAST OF U.S., CANADA,
CONTINENT, MEDT FAREAST/JAPAN AND AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND PORTS.

AGENTS:

".'""ﬁ.'."'."'

MENG HORNG SHIPPING PTE LTD
NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES/ SHIPPERS

499/95 WILL TAKE BERTH CHITTAGONG PORT

THE
167(8) AND SEC.
CUSTQMS ACT 1969 WITHOUT ANY FURTHER NOTICE/REFERENCE.

3 .

Bangladesh Shipping Lines Ltd.

DHAKA

-

19%/F Sena Kalyan Bhaban
195 Motijheel Com. Area
Tel BE4AS46 BBAS47
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The: 632105 BOSHP BJ, 632656 HRC BJ
Telelax BB0-2-863734, B6644E
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CHITTAGONG KHULNA
G/F Jiban Bima Bhaban 1 Miapara Road
1053 Sk Mujib Rd., Agrabad (PTI Moor)

Tal: 25255.25123
Tix: 633302 HRC BJ
Telelax: BBO-41-21175

Tel: 504313, 502123, 500793
The: 633027 BOSHP BJ, 633126 HRC BJ
Telelax: B80-31- 710625
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At Reliance Your Security

Comes ‘First

resources, indepth know-how and
hmclnlyourgmord

iululy

EXPERIENCE * STRENGTH * SECURITY
RELIANCE

INSURANCE

LIMITED

BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENUE
DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH

Phone PABX - 240106-6, 235080
Telax 671188 RIL BJ




