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Business leaders speak out
: M A Kader, President,
Bangladesh *Photographic
Traders Association.
See details on page
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Catalogue show can
help overcome commu-
nication gap, says
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Public holiday
June 10
The: govermmen y
in an execinive order declared
Jugw 10 Seurday. as a public
holiclay on the w asion of hely
Ashura, repuri~ |88,
L)
BCS viva voce
i T sclwddule v the 16Lh
BCE (Specviall viva -voce has
bevn shilted due to govern-
ment holiday. on Saturday. The
viva voor will now be held at 2
pm on Sunday instead of Sat-
wrday. said an efficial handout
last wight. reports UNB.

B SS e e
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Opposition's boycott now 88 days old

JS sectt drawing up lists
of absenting MPs

Thw Parliainent secrelarial
is learm 1o have prepared a list
ol the bovceolting opposition
MPs who would be crossing
the Y0-day constitutional limit
of absence Irom house siltings
and run- the risk ol losing
theéir seals,

The opposition MPs, with
the exception of the lone ls-

lamic Oikkya Jote (10J) mem-

ber Maulana Obaidul Huq, have
already remained absent from
the House for 88 days now
since they began boycotting
the sessions on March 1,
1994.

The 90-day limit would ex-
pire on the third day of the
coming budgetl session ol Par-
lanent beginning June 15.

Maulina Obaidul Huq. who

By Asiuzzaman

wias elecied from Sylhet-5
constituenclk returned to the
House briefly on July 11 last
ycar to take part in the discus-
sion on Lhe controversial
writer Taslima Nasreen.

On Lthe other hand, Shaja-
han Siraj ol the Gana Forum
returned to the Sangsad alter
joining the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Parly recently.

The bhoycott by the entire
Opposition originally started
during the |3th session of the
fifth Parliament. ostensibly Lo
protest a derogatory comment
from Lhe (hen information
minister Nazmul Huda during a
discussion on the Hebron mas-
sacre in [srael. Following Lhe
by-election to the Magura-3
constituency on March 20, the

same year Lhe opposition par-
ties continued their boycott,
demanding a caretaker gov-
ernment Lo supervise the next
general elections. The opposi-
tion members skipped the last
live working days ol the 13th
session.

The l14th session., in May.

- was a six-day one., the 15th

session staggered for 25 days,
from June 6 to July 11. while
the 10-day long 16th session
was held in August.

The 17th and 18th sessions
of the Sangsad — between
November '94 and February
1995 — were of 19 days’ dura-
tion each while the 19th ses-
sion was ihe brielest — lasting
only lour days — in April last.

See Page 12 Col 1

PM announces at Eublic rally

GOBINDACANJ (Gaibandhij.
June v Prine: Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia todav announced
the waiver of all interest ac-
crued to the loans Laken by the
weavers and also offered them
Iresh credit. reparts UNB.

She made the announce-
ment gl o bhuge public meeting
At e Gebindaganj Degree Col-
lege. growuwd in the aflternoon.

"‘Now he weavers can take
Iresh loan alier paying just one
instalment of the outstanding
loan,” Begum Zia said. The
writeoflT would take effect
soon. she added.

The waiver will cost the ex-
chequer some Tk BO crore
that has accumulated on Tk 75
vrore taken by the country's

sinal WlBaVers in 1oan “Trom.

Dot ihis.

My democratic govern-

Interest on weavers'
loans waived

et has taken the decision in
Lthie wreater interest ol the
poor weavers so they can in-
volve themselves in Lhe proles-
sion with sincerity and for the
revival of the pasi glory of the
loom products of Bangladesh,”
theé Prime Minister told the
meeting.

The larmers. oo, would get
more [acilities. Begum Zia fur-
ther announced. "Farmers will
enjoy the incentives in near
future.”

In this context. the Prime
Minister mentioned that her
government waived agricul-
lural credit up to Tk 5000,
land tax up to 25 bighas and
withdrawn certificate cases
auainst the farmers just after
-Ii_.km Bl e

The BNFP has relations with

See Page 12 Col 4

Time for voter
‘registration
extended

The Election Commission
(EC) has extended the time
limit for voter registration by
three more days till Saturday
to complete the enrollment of
voters across the country, re-
ports UNB.

Earlier. the commission
had extended the time limit by
one week which expires today.
Volers' registration started on
May 25 and was scheduled to
be completed by May 31.

An EC source said about 90
per cent of an estimated 5.70

crore adults based on the last |
population census had so far | !
been regisiered by some 3.20 |

lakh entmerators across the
country.

BSS adds: Chief Election’

Commissioner (CEC) Justice
AKM Sadeque yesterday as-
sured a delegation of the Bas-
tuhara Federation that eligible

See Page 12 Col 8
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= | political activists
. Manu Mia were killed in Dhaka

= e,

X hian runs with

he-mt
downtown Sarajevo yesterday. A high level of sniping, targeting civilians, and some shelling

has been reported in the besieged Bosnian capital yesterday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Convenience
tandard §

i
dangeérous intersection of -

Mining rules being simplified

to attract investment

The country s nining rules
are being amended and simpli-
lied lor attracting meore in-
vestmen! in the mineral re-
source sector, especially by the
lureign entrepreneurs,

Acvcording to the amend-
ments proposed by Lthe Min-
istry ol Energy and Mineral
Resources, the permissible
area lor mineral exploration by
an entrepreneur will be In-
creased five times thal at pre-
sent while rates of rovalty and
hank guarantee for the In-

- vestors will be reduced sub-

stantially. The lormalities for
foreign entrepreneurs Lo ob-
Lain exploration rights will also
be relaxed.

The Energy Minisiry has al-
readdy lorwarded 1w the Min-
istry ol Law the proposed
qmendments o the rules of
e Mines and Minerals Act

teiivol & Development 1992

o vetling Lhuse.

The amendments were
dratied and finalised by a high-
k-vel inter- ministerial comnmit-
ice formed n 19935, The

ANNOUNCEMENT

Che Daily Star has launched the “Save
Dhaka” campaign to raise public
awareness about the problems faced
by our favourite city.

With a view to finding

solutions to

the existing problems The Daily Star is

organising, in collaboration with the
Post Graduate Centre, BUET.,

A Roundtable Conference

on Save Dhaka
on June 8, 1995 between
10 am and 1 pm at the BUET
(Council Bhavan).

All architects,

citizens interested in working

town planners,
engineers, social scientists, and

for the

betterment of Dhaka city are
Invited to Join the
Roundtable as Observers.

By Special Correspondent

coinmitiee included represen-
Ltatives fromn the ministries of
enerdy and mineral resources,
finance. law and envirenment
and lorests. Lthe Geological
Survey ol Bangladesh and
Petrobangla.

A source in the Energy Min-
istry said Lthat the ainendments
to the mining rules formulated
27 years ago had become im-
peralive to make them consis-
lert with the government s
economic policy as well as to
promote investimenils.

"We feel the necessity of
updated rules to meet the pre-
senl-days need since large
scale mining activities firms
are keen o invesl.” said an of-
licial of Lhe Energy Minisiry.

Under the praposed
amendments. some rigid pro-
visions. such as incorporation
of loreign firms as companies
in Bangladesh for exploration
ol inerals will be waived. The
loreign companies will be al-
lowed Lo explore minerals,
opening a branch office in the
country. However, they will
have to set up a company here
for extraction and marketing
of the minerals discovered.

Presently. the government
allows a lirm (o explore miner-
als in a single plot having a
maximum area of 800
hectares. The Energy Ministry
has prepused 1o increase the
area Lo 4000 hectares o lacili-

tate more exploration activi-
les.

The bank guarantee system

for the foreign Investors in
uiinefal sector has also been
relaxed in the proposed
dmendments while the rate
will be refixed at only three
per cent instead of 30 now.

Similarly, the royalty on
various extracted minerals will
be reduced from the existing
flat rate of 20 per cent and re-
fixed at 2.5 to 8.

For proper implementation
of the amended mining rules,
the Energy Ministry has also
proposed reorganisation and
expansion of the Bureau of

Mineral Development and it is
under active consideration of
the higher authorities.

Russian trade
team due

June 12

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 6: A
trade delegation from Russian
federation is expected to ar-
rive in Dhaka on June 12.

This was disclosed by the
trade representative of Russian
Federation Kujlov Yori while he
paid a courtesy call on the
acting president of the Chit-
lagong Chamber of Commerce
and Industry Jafrul Islam
Chowdhury recently.

The delegation during its
visit may sign a trade agree-
ment with Bangladesh for
business promotion.

AL calls hartal
in N'ganj
today

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, June 6:
The Awami League has called a
half-day hartal in Narayanganj
town tomorrow (Wednesday)
to protest the violence on
Monday afternoon which - left
two persons dead -and two
others injured.

Afzal Hussain., an Awami
League activist. was killed dur-
ing the incident while Mu
Hussain Munna, injured in t
armed attack, succumbed to
his injuries later in the day at
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

The attackefs used cock-
tails and handbombs. Twenly
activists of the Chhatra League

See Page 12 Col 7

50 feared drowned

in Hooghly river

NEW DELHI. June 6: More
than 50 passengers were
leared drowned in the Hooghly
river in India's West Bengal
state today alter their over-
loaded boat capsized, the
| 'niited News of India (UNI)
sitich. reports Reuter.

The agency quoted official
sources as saying the boat was
carrying more than 100 people
illegally across the river afier
the local ferry service was sus-
pended lasi week due to the
collapse ol the jetty near the
town of Haldia.

UNI said 11 bodies had

been recovered., Including
seven women and two chil-
dren.

Garments: Talks on

revised MOU today

By Staff Correspondent =

A scheduled meeting to
discuss the formulation of a
revised memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) to elimi-
nate child labour from the
country's garment sector, was
deferred yesterday.

The meeting has been re-
scheduled for today and
sources said that further dis-
cussions on the outstanding is-
sues wouild be held an a re-
vised MOU would take a little
more Lime to be linalised.

The meeting among all the
negotiating parties, includi
the US embassy. the U .
ILO and the Bangladesh Gar-
ment Manufacturers and Ex-
porters’ Association (BGMEA),
is likely to start at 4 pm today.

A well-placed source, when
asked if there was a possibility
of a revised MOU being fi-
nalised at today's meeting.
said: "Draflting a revised MOU
will take a little more time and
once a draft is prepared the
government will be informed,
because the government will
also be a part of it this tme
around.”

The move to negotiate a
revised MOU was initiated
after the BGMEA. in an extra-
ordinary general meeting on
May 17. rejected the draft un-
dersianding reached earlier.
The BGMEA. instead, unilater-
ally announced its plans to to-
tal by eliminate child labour
from the garment sector by
October 31, 1995,

A BGMEA source hinted
that the Association’'s negotiat-

ing team, led by its President
Redwan Ahmed, MP, would be
able Lo sign the revised MOU if
it is formulated within the
ambit of the resolution passed
at its EGM,

The resolutions stipulated
theé acceptance of an indepen-
dent monitoring system if it is
conducied ‘by an international
organisation and not an NGO,
as included in the earlier
MOU." Il also reseolved to
formulale a rehabilitation pro-
gramme for the retrenched
child workers.

Presently. the two remain-
ing unresolved issues relate to
the rehabilitation of the re-
trenched children and setting
up an independent moniloring
sysitem Lo verify compliance

See Page 12 Col 8
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ALtohold
7th June rally
in city today
By Staff Correspondent

Different political parties
and organisations across the -
country will observe "Historic

| 7th June” today.

On this day in 1966, several
including

during a hartal called to
protest the arrest of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and other

. Awami League leaders and to

press for the Awami League's
Six-Point Demand.

The massacre geared up the
movement against the auto-

cratic regime of Field Marshal

See Page 12 Col 4
Govt expects 6pc

GDP growth
in '95-96

Government expecis 6 per
cent growth in the GDP (Gross
Domestic Product) during the
coming fis¢al (1995-96) that
begins next month subject Lo
favourable climate and socio-
economic stability. reports:
UNB.

The agriculiure secfor is
projected te grow at the rate
of 3 per cent. and industry at

. 10.5 per cent.

The document has been
prepared for the NEC meeting,
due tomorrow, which will okay
the 1995-96 ADP {Annual De-
velopment Programme) pro-
posed at Tk 12,100 crore.
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia will preside over the meet-
ing.

The document estimates a
little over 5 per cent GDP

See Page 12 (ol T

21 villages

submerged
in Pabna

PABNA, June 6: Twenty-one
villages i1 two thanas of the

1! district were submerged as
{ ; water level in the rivers Ja-

muna and Medma conunued i

- rise due to Thcedsant ruinl

since Lhis morning. reporis
UNB.

Officials said low lying areas
in Bera and Shujanagar thanas
were flooded as water [rom the
rivers poured into the villages.
affecting some 5,000 people.

They said some 175 fami-
lies of different villages in Bera
thana were rendered homeless
due to erosiont by the river Ja-
muna. .
See Page 12 Col 8

Lightning kills
5 in Barisal

From Staff Correspondent °

BARISAL, June 6: Five per-
sons were: killed and five
others injured by lightning in
Barguna, Bhola and Patuakhali
districts today. .

Kamal Khan, 18, Moham-
mad Jahangir, 26, and Alam-
gir, 25, were struck by light-
ning when they were plough-
ing their land during heavy
rains at Labangola village under
sadar thana of Barguna. '

They were sent to hospital .
but the 8octor declared them |

dead. Two cows were also |
See Page 12 Col 8

" Tk 182 cr HBFC loans disbursed in '93-94

Disbursement of house-
building loans went up nearly
six fold during fiscal 1993-94
dse o reintroduction of credit
lacilities by (he House Building

v Pinanee Corporation (HBFC).

According Lo the
Bangladesh Bank Annual Re-
port 1993-94 released re-
cently. the HBFC disbursed Tk
I81.90 crore in this period.

| which is 577.7 per cént or Tk

155.06 crore higher than that

of the previous year.
Private, government and

L loreign banks also provided

loans of around Tk 100 crore
for building construction dur-
ing 1993-94

in the previous [iscal the
state-owned HBFC had dis-

By Staff Correspondent

bursed only Taka 26.84 crore.

Disbursement ol new HBFC
loans remained suspended
from 1989 o 1992 due to an
acute shoriage ol funds. The
scheme was restarted in July
1992 and the corporation's
paid up capital was expanded
o Tk 97.29 crore fromm a mere
.83 crore.

During liscal "93-94. the
HBFC approved total loans
worth Tk 237 .85 crore against
2645 credit applications.
which is 52.1 per cent higher
that of the previous year.

A the same time. the
HBFC's loan recovery was Tk
104 crore, Tk 46.389 crore or
18.7 per cemi more than that

of the previous year.

Till June 30, 1994 oult-
standing loans. including in-
terest, amounted to Tk
1690.97 crore. of which Tk
180,66 crore were overdue. On
June 30 of the previous year,
the total had stood at Tk
1512.78 crore with Tk 345
crore being overdue.

The HBFC raised funds to-
taling Tk 1447 crore during
the period 1973-1994 by

* selling debentures to the

Bangladesh Bank. commercial

banks and Sadharan Bima Cor-

poration. .
The HBFC has so far paid

"back dues of only Tk 91.26

crore.

The total ‘of outstanding

Government of the People's N

Republic of Bangladesh

National Board of Revenue
Dhaka

NOTICE

. The date for advance income tax payment for
the 4th quarter of the current financial year is June

15, 1995.

The advance income tax payable by the
concerned taxpayer is to be paid through I. T.
Form No. 1. T. 31 (B) (Amended) challan.

The taxpayers should pay the advance tax
filling in the said challan form as usual by replacing
the figure "74(1)" with the figure "64 " in as many
places as it occurs in the form.

It may be mentioned that the financial limit of
total income for payment of advance income tax
for all classes of assessees is now Taka 1,00,000/ =.

All assessees concerned are requested to pay
their advance income tax for the 4th quarter of the
current financial year relevant to the assessment
year 1995-96 under this system by June 15, 1995.
Simple interest @10% per annum will be leviable if
the advance income tax is not paid or paid at a

lesser amount than due.
DFP-14449-6/6 National Board of Revenue
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