DHAKA [TULESDAY,

Transcom nat'l ||

Sports Reporter

Both semifinals of the
Transcom nalional schools
championship. organised by
the Bangladesh Hockey Feder-
ation (BHF). will be held at the
Hockey Stadium today

The first malch between
Maijuddin Multi-lateral High
School and Ahmed Bawani
Academy will begin at 2.30
pm. while defending champion
Narayanganj High School will
take on Rajshahi Medical Col-
lege Campus High School in
the other encounter at 4 pm.

The third place deciding
match will be held the follow-
ing day with the final sched-
uled for Thursday.

Sports Reporter

The final of the Office
crickel league between the
Partex Group and Regen Sea
Lines will be held the Dhan-
mondi Cricket Stadium tomor-
row.
Meanwhile. the plate semi-
final between Eurotex, and
Bank Indosuez. which was ear-
lier scheduled to be held on
the same day. has been sus-
pended.

Dhaka Club
Open golf

results
Sports Reporter
Belaluddin became a sur-

prise winner in the day-long
Dhaka Club Open golf tourna-

ment held at the club's golf
course on Wednesday.
The newcomer on the

block, who made a rather
shaky start, bounced back into
the game scoring two under
par card on his way to clinch-
ing the title in the net cate-

KU Chowdhury, who was
cruising comfortable along
with Belaluddin only had him-
self to blame for failing to put
the last two holes and had to
be satisfied with the runner-up

Meanwhile, Shakil Kasem
ended his title drought when
he captured the best gross
award, just reward for his
shumir? skill.

Olympic course

JAMALPUR. June 5: A five-
day Olympic solidarity sports
leadership course began here
today. reports BSS.

Renowned footballer and
captain of the Swadhinbangla
loothall team Zakaria Pintoo
inaugurated the course.

JUNE 6, 1995

PARIS. June 5:
Italy's Renzo Fur-
lan overcame a
shaky sitart Mon-
day to win his
lourth-round ma-
lch against Scott Draper, a
little-known gqualifier from
Australia who had engineered
Lthree straight upsets at the
French Open. report agencies.

The 135th-ranked Draper,
celebrating his 21st birthday
on Center Court, began the
nutch with seeming invinei-
bility — mixing aces and
ground-stroke winners to build
a quick 4-0 lead.

But Furlan, trailing 5-2,
suddenly took command. win-

Draper's errors multiplied.
Though Draper settled down

{ in the final set, Furlan rolled to

a7-5 6-1, 7-6 (8-6) victory.
Draper — who had beaten
three players in the Top 50 to

reach the round of 16 — was
able 10 connect on only 51 per
ceent of his [irst serves, and

mad 64 unforced errors to 35
for Furlan.

Croation Ivie Magjoh thanks Vincent Ricard, a young ball
French opponent, Mary Pierce, went off the court for three minutes complaining of a leg
muscle strain at the French Open in Roland Garros on June 4.
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— AFP/UNB photo

Pierce's dream turns into nightmare

Furlan. ranked 61st, had
never before reached a Grand
Skun fourth round. He will play
in the quarterfinals against ei-

ther delending champion
Sergi Bruguera or Magnus
Larsson

Sergi Bruguera, who is hop-
ing to become only the six-
teenth plaver in Grand Slam
history to win a major title
three times running. edged
into the quarter-finals when he
beat dangerous Magnus Lars-
son ol Sweden 6-1. 2-6, 7-5,
7-6 (7-4).

But the usually mild-man-
nered Spaniard was jeered off
the court at the end of a dra-
matic (wo-and-half hour match
after staging =" furious arge-
menl with the umpire over a
controversial line-call.

The incident. which lasted

several minutes, occurred in
the vital fourth-round tie-
break.

Bruguera. leading 1-0 in the
decider, insisted that German

umpire Soeren Friemel leave
his scat and inspect a mark
alter u big lorehand [rom Lars-
son had been called good by

the linesman.

Friemel refused. and after
along discussion with Bru-
guera. Australian supervisor
Bill Gilimour was called on. He
signalled to Bruguera to play
on.

"He should have had a warn-
ing,. but I'm not the umpire.
It's not my problem,” shrugged
Larsson, who was a semifinalist
last year.

"I don’'t blame Sergi for
wanting the mark checked.
There's no problem with that
because this is a clay-court
tournament. But obviously it
should not have gone on for
five minutes.

“"Actually it didn't upset my
concentration and it got the
crowd behind me so | don't
think it was a disadvantage for
me. If we had gone filve sets
the crowd would probably have
cheered for me even more,”

Bruguera. who was booed as

f he left the court, now faces

FACE OF DESPAIR- A distraught Mary Pierce is absolutely

Furlan, Bruguera in qtrs

Renzo Furlan.

A few hours and showers
later on Sunday, Pierce's
dreamn to become the first
home player in over a quarter
of a century to win the
women's crown turned into a
nightmare.

The 20-year-old Pierce, a
finalist twelve months ago,
crashed 2-6, 3-6 in dramatic
75 minute showdown against
Croatia's Ilva Majoli and later
revealed she had suffered a
groin-strain.

The last time the Roland
Garros women's title was won
by a French player was in 1967
when Francoise Durr defeated

Australia's Lesley Turner.

Pierce, who had been
demonstratively grimacing
throughout, finally went off
court for three minutes after
the first game of the second-
set to have her thigh bandaged.

But the 17-year-old Majoli
looked far from tense at the
stoppage. With a broad smile
and to the crowd's delight, she
offered one of her rackets to
a ball-boy and started knocking
-up.

Majoli, a finalist at
Barcelona earlier this year and
seeded 12th, had come on
court brimming with confi-
dence having dropped just 14
games since the tournament
started and she quickly began
to set the pace from the back
of the court with blistering
groundstrokes.

“This has to be my best-ever
win,” said Majoli. her face
blossoming into an enormous
grin.

‘Mary has been playing so
well. Winning this much has
given me so much confidence.”

Agassi, who like Becker is
seeking to complete a career
Grand Slam sweep here,
rolled over El Aynaoul, 6-4, 6-
2, 6-2 in a match interrupted
for about three hours by rain.

Agassi will play next against
No. 9 seeded Yevgeny Kafel-
nikov, a 6-3. 6-2, 6-2 winner
over unseeded Alex Corretja of

Spain.

i
-

shattered following her 2-6, 3-6 loss to Croatian Iva Majoli at

the French Open in Paris on Sunday.

— AFP/UNB photo

ISLAMABAD, June 5: Pak-
istan Sunday brushed aside
fears that the prevailing ten-
sions between India and Pak-
istan could put the World Cup
cricket tournament in jeop-
ardy, reports AFP.

"I can assure you that there
is no question of Pakistan ever
losing the right to host the
tournament,” Omar Kureshi.
vice chairman of the World
Cup Committee here said.

The World Cup is to be
jointly hosted by Pakistan, In-
dia and Sri Lanka next year.

However, relations between
India and Pakistan have be-
come tense amid an upsurge in
the separatist movement
launched by the Muslim mili-
tants in Indian-held Kashmir,
claimed by the two rival neigh-
bours.

"It is not a question of rela-
tions between Indian and Pak-
istan, the whole world is on
fire,” Kureshi said in a state-
ment released by the official
Associated Press of Pakistan.

"l don't see any reason as (o
why political reasons should
interfere with our holding the
World Cup,” he added.

Kureshi, a former Test
cricketer said. "I am opti-
mistic and | know Pakistan
will fulfil its commitment and
hold the matches.” ;

Worcester
wreck Surrey

LONDON., June 5: Worces-
tershire cruised to a nine-
wicket destruction of Surrey to
make it a three-way tie at the
iop of the Sunday league, re-
ports Reuter,

Tom Moody (73 not out)
and Graeme Hick (51 not out)
produced a match-winning
second-wicket stand of 128 at
New Road as Worcestershire
niide it four wins out of four by
ending Suarrey's perfect start.

Gavin Haynes laid the vic-

Tory loundation by sending

back the first four Surrey
batsmen. finishing with ca-
reer-best figures of four for 21.

Glamorgan set-up a top-of-
the-table shoot-out with un-
beaten Lancashire next week
alter a crushing 113-run wvic-
tory over Hampshire, who
were left still searching for
their first points in the com-
petition.

The Welsh county's 238 for
two was their highest total
against Hampshire with all
their batsmen scoring, spear-
headed hv Sieve James (87],
Matthew Maynard (58 not out)
dand skipper Hugh Morris (42]).

Robin Smith marked his
England call-up by making just

seven as Hampshire slumped

to 28 for four before eventually

being dismissed for 125, their |

lowest total against Glamorgan.

Kent's hopes of joining the
other three teams at the top
were hit when rain ruled out
any hope ol play against
Durham at Chester-le-Street.

But Graham Gooch became
the first batsman to top 8,000
runs in Sunday league cricket
as he inspired Essex toa 112-
run victory over Notting-
hamshire at Trend Bridge.

Gooch needed 16 runs to
reach the landmark, but pow-
ered to a stylish 55 off just 37
balls in his side's total of 267
for four while Australian Mark
Waugh smashed 89 in 91 de-
liveries.

Prefontaine
Classic comes
to alive

EUGENE. Oregon. June 5:
Three year's best marks were
posted Sunday in a starstudded
turnout for the Prefontaine
Classic athletics meet at Ha-
yard Field at the University of
Oregon, reports Reuter.

Steve Holman posted the
best time in the mile and fel-
low American Derek Mills
established the fastest time
this year in the 400 metres,
while Maria Mutola of Mozam-
bique turned in the best time
of the year over 1,000 metres.

Mutola won the women's
| 000 in two minutes 32.33
seconds, not far off of the
world record of 2:30.67.

Mutola was pushed hard by
American Suzy Hamilton, who
set a US record of 2:33.93
breaking the old mark of
2:34.04.

In a loaded field in the
men's mile, Holman won in
3:52.89 as he edged fellow
American Terance He
who finished in 3:53.64. Thir-
teen of the 17 runners f[fin-
ished in under four minutes.

Mills won the 400 in 44.13.
Darnell Hall, the worid indoor
champion, took second in
44 .37 while Butch Reynolds,
the world record holder at
43.19. was third in 44.91.

Carl Lewis training for yet
another Olympic berth, took
second to Michael Johnson in
the 200 metres. Johnson, the
1991 world champion, won in
20.15 while Lewis clocked
20.47.

Gailk Davers, the Olympic
gold medalist in the 100, took
a shot at the 100 hurdies and
won in 12.84 to set a meet
record.

Seven meet records were
broken in the featured men's
and women's events.

NORTHAMPTON,

England, June 5:
Fast bowler lan
Bishop proved his
form and fitness
= ahead of Thurs-
day's first Test against England
at headingley with an
impressive performance agai-
nst Northamptionshire on
Sunday, reports AFP.

The injury-plagued 27-year-
old quickie thoroughly de-
served his four-wicket haul for
a hared day's work and now
looks ready to pose England's
batsmen a few problems.

Bishop, limited to just
seven Test cricket appear-
ances during the past five
years because of serious back
problems, helped reduce
Northants to 88 for five before
the home side s a de-
termined fightback.

But even though the
Trinidadian paceman came in
for a little late punishment, his
figures of 23-7-64-4 were still
impressive.

While Bishop's form is
proving a real bonus, the West

Indies. can only hope that
Curtly Ambrose will suddenly
rediscover top gear when Test
battle begins.

Ambrose went wicketless

again on Sunday and 72 overs
have brought him just one vie-

timi so far this tour.

With Bishop having Richard
Montgomerie and Rob Bailey
caught in the slips before per-
suading David Capel to hook a
simple chance Lo deep back-

IAN BISHOP... 4 for 64

Whe Paily Star 11

Bishop bucks up Windies

ward square leg, Northants
woked as they would surren-
der gyuietly.

But first Russel Warren
(37). then Tony Penberthy
[73) and finally Neil Mallender
(49 not out) led the county to
unlikely respectability.

All-rounder Penberthy col-
lected two sixes and seven
fours while tail-ender Mallen-
der helped o dent Bishop's
ligures just a little before
Northants were all out for 281,

Dettol soap

cricket

CHITTAGONG. June 5;:
Charia Ekadosh beat Young
Star Club by seven wickets in
the Dettol soap metropolitan
cricket league at the Dampara
Police Line ground here today,
reports BSS.

Young Star batted first and
were all out for 116 in 31.2
OVETS.

In reply. Charia Ekadosh
scored 119 for three wickets
in 30.3 overs.

PARIS, June 5:
Romanian quali-
lier Adrian Voin-
ea can afford to
stay in a hotel at
his next tourna-

Boris Becker's

at
expense alter upsetting the

ment

number Lhree seed in the
third round of Lhe French
Open on Sunday. report agen-
cies.

Ranked 128 in the world,
Voinea disposed of the three-
time Wimbledon champion 6-
3. 6-4. 3-6. 7-5, earning a
place in the fourth round and
at least 50,000 dollars with
which to take his coach out for
dinner to celebrate.

To save money in Paris, the
20-year-old Romanian is bunk-
ing at a [riend's apartment
with his coach who is doubling
up as cook.

‘I pay all my own trips, all
my own bills,” said Voinea,
who had to win three qualify-
ing matches just to get into
the tournament. "l don't have
any sponsors. | don't have any
help {rom anyone.”

Meanwhile, French Open
organisers on Monday claimed
they had been right to allow a
third round match between
Boris Becker and Adrian

| Voiilea to be spread over two

days because of rain despite
criticism from both players.

Victory vivifies

The match had been
stopped on Saturday night
with the Romanian leading two
sels to love.

Voinea claimed the tour-
iament’'s supervisor had lied
when asking him to stop by
saying matches had been
called off on other courts.
Becker said the match should
not have started at all on Sat-
urday.

"l decided to respond to
what Voinea said. | can't let a
player say that the umpires
have lied to him.” the tourna-
ment referee Gilbert Yzern
said on Monday.

"Voinea's words are the re-
sult of a misunderstanding,” he
added.

Yzern justified the decision
to stop the match at the end of
the second set by an
"unwritten rule” according to
which it is recommended not
to start a new set when it
rains.

“The supervisor did not tell
Voinea that the matches had
been called off on other courts.
He told him that no set was
starting on any other court,”
he said.

Becker also attacked the
organisers after his loss, saying
it was impossible to play in
formal conditions on Saturday
evening.

“We got out. It was dark.

i ]

The court was completely wet.
The balls were brown after five
minutes. They just don't care
about the players, you know,”
he said.

The German world number
three added that the organis-
ers had told him the weather
was good enough to play.

"We looked out and we said
— are they talking about Paris
or some place in Africa?™ he
said.

But Yzern pointed out that
play had continued or Centre
Court between France's Arnaud
Boetsch and Germany's
Michael Stich and that the
conditions had not been dan-
gerous at any time.

"The unwritten rule on clay
when it drizzles is that you can
allow play to continue as long
as there is no danger for the
players. 1 did not see any

player slip on Centre Court,”
he said.

Kafelnikov's
ultimatum

PARIS. June 5: Yevgeny
Kafelnikov issued tennis au-
thorities an ultimatum here,
on Sunday, promising an
across-the-board boycott of
Russia's Davis Cup semi final by
the players "'urnléss “it 'is
switched to his home town,
reports AFP.
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