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HE  lipited  Nations,
every vear observe a
number of special days
higllllghtlng issues of global
signilicance fJlor a better
tomorrow, These are locused
on Food. Human Rights elc.
Following this tradition June
5th will be observed as the
Workl Environment Day.
Last year the theme of the

environment day was 'One
world, One lamily” and this
year Lhe slogan is "We are

united to save our environ-
ment”. The main purpose of
these themes is lo iIncrease
our awareness on the signifi-
cance of the issue focusing the
Almost all of us
are more concerned about our
environmen! loday than we
were belore . After the UN-or-
ganised world summit on envi-
ronment in the yvear 1992 at
Rio-de-Janeiro in Brazil. a new
awakening has taken place to-
wards the gradual degradation
of our environment. As a major
cause towdrds this degradation
the third world countries'
booming increase of pepulation

is being cited as the main

cause ol deterioration of the
Global Environment. On the
other hand Third World coun-
iries mention that not the
populaiion growth. but the
unequal distribution of re-

«source allocations and unregu-

lated industrialisation to be the
main causes ol destruction of
the Global Environment. Ami-
dst such controversies heads
of states and representatives of
1568 countries throughout the
world have signed the Agenda-
21 which laid out plans for
%aving the world from further ,

- degradation of the environ-
« ment during  the' coming
: century.

Our life siyle also has con-
tributed to the green house
ellect causing the letion of
the ozone layer and thermal
disorder. Rich and developed
countries. are dumping waste
within the trans-boundary lim-
its of the poorer nations. In
the name of exporting fertil-
‘ izer the richer nations are
dumping harmful chemicals at
many coumtries of the third

yworld. - '

In Bangladesh remarkabhle

. evenis have taken place since

theobservance of the last envi-
ronment day. Of these, the

| progress in activilies of the

NEMAPFP [(National Environment

 Management Action Plan) to-

-

s

'

wards lormulation ol a national
policy on environment Is

noteworthy. Yet practical prob-
lems of implementation con-
tinue to exist when we find
that brick fields are still burn-
ing wpod. Our neighbouring
eountry's obstifuction of water-
flow is causing desertification
of land, lowering the wunder-

: ground water level etc. All

these are also causing low yield
in our crop production & de-
pletion of forest resources. In
spite of all these we continue
to dream for a ter future.
The area of our country is
' 1,47.570 sq. km and the popu-
lation is 120 million (approx.).

Whither Environment: Indiscriminate logging and unchecked silting make depletion only phrnnnu lml
Courtesy — Noazesh Ahmed. Naib Uddin Ahmed: Bangladesh

rate of literacy is very low. Mil-

Jions are unemployed. Very few

of our people have access to
modern means of energy like
oil and electricity. Hence wood
is being substituted for energy
while cattle manure is serving
the purposes of fuel instead of
fertilizer.

The problems are enor-
mous. With its limited re-
sources the government alone
cannot tackle such issues.
Many non-government organi-
sations hence have come for-
ward to compliment govern-
ment's efforts. r Dina-
jpur Rural Services (RDRS) is
one such NGO. RDRS has been
working for poverty alleviation
in the 6 districts, 28 thanas
and 248 unions in the north-
ern part of Bangladesh for the
past 23 years. Over 0.2 million
families are its beneficiaries.
Side by side its efforts in
eradication of poverty, the or-
ganisation is also working to-
wards preservation of envi-
ronment through creation of
awareness among the masses.
Last year, severe drought hit
the entire working area of the
organisation. With the British
ODA grant RDRS became the
pioneer erG in quickly mov-
ing into the area to tackle the
situation and help the people.

46,250 devastated families
were provided cash for work,
25,500 distressed men and
women education, 6,897 fami-
lies were assisted in home
gardening, 50 ponds were re-
excavated for fish cultivation.
7,850 families were given

.credits for multifarious pro-

ductive purpose.
Drought combined with

scarcity of fertilizer, seed and
inadequate irrigation is d:ter-

by Anthony I)' Cruze

mined to affect coming harvest
resulting in shortage in overall
l[oodgrain production. To cope

with this impending crisis
RDRS has undertaken a second

phase of programmes for the
coming three months. This is
being implemented from 1st
May to the 30th July 1995.
The programme Iincludes
emergency help to 24,120
devastated families, involving
women of 18520 affected
families. The programme also
includes healthcare & nutri-
tion assistance to 5,600
women and 16,800 children.
On the other hand during the
excessively harsh winter RDRS
distributed winter clothing
over 2 million takas.

Over the years RDRS has
been constantly working to-
wards building an awareness
among its beneficiaries in the
use of organic fertilizer’ grad-
ually reducing dependency on
chemical fertilizer for agricul-
ture farming.

RDRS has been one of the
leading NGOS in tackling af-
forestation in ‘the northern
Bangladesh and last year the
organisation has planted
6,30,000 fruits and timber
trees on the both sides of the
read including 2,79.000 mul-
berry trees. Through its pro-
gramme of ensuing maximum
survival of the plantations,
RDRS regularly employs
‘caretakers’ from t dis-
tressed women of the localities
on a three-year period using
wheat on a daily wage basis.
Presently 3,577 number of
poor women are engaged in
this task.

As a result of this a number
of village-based nurseries have
also developed in and around

the entire RDRS working ar-
eas. These are not only serving
as income generating activities
for our beneficiaries but also
encouraging the general public
in taking initiatives on tree
plantation an essential element
in global uplifiment of envi-
ronment.

More than hundred ponds
have been re-excavated where
the group or federation of the
poor formed by the organisa-
tion are employed in fish-cul-
ture.

The organisation also ex-
tends its services to the poor
mass of 98 sandbars (chars)
areas of Kurigram district
which is outside its normal
operational area. These sand-
bars seem to be a different
world. It is hard for a person
to conceive the living condi-
tion of the people in these ar

eas and the environment who
has never been there. Electric

light is still a wonder to these
people. The solar energy
panel, provided by the organi-
sation. is a blessing of science
extended to the char people.
The power generated by each
solar energy panel is just
enough for two [luorescent
tube lights and to run one-14"
black & whiie TV. The main
purpose of installing this panel
in this remote area is to ac-
quaint the people with solar
energy production system and
its use thereby reducing de-
pendency on electric power,
which is rare or norm-existent
in many rural areas. RDRS' ob-
jectivity in introducing the so-
lar panel in this area will be
fulfilled once other agencies
take cognizance of the need
and benefit that it brings to
thc remote areas people.

Usuu, ll’M —n prudent move that wlll save more Crops in tha future
—, Photo credit: Noazesh Ahmed and thuddm Ahmed — Bangladesh.

EMINARS on Integra-
ied Pest Management
(IPM) as the one held.
‘recently in Dhaka, are cer-

itainhr an encouraging sign for

relied on im

‘ Bangladesh,, one of the many
developing countries that has
: ported chemical
pesticides for far tdo long. The

‘effects of such pesticides are

devastating. since many of
them such .as DDT and BHC
- (benzene  hexachloride)
. contain carcinogens which
. have such terrible- effects as
_cancer. brain.damage, paralysis

{mfrﬂll'-f etc. But pest control

being vital (0 ensure’ good

. crops, farniers have had no

option but to use these chemi-
cals even though they may have
been harmfully affected by
thefn. Moreover. the continued
use of pesticides fesults in
creating future generations of
insects that develop pesticide
resistant genes and so are im-
mune to that particular pesti-
cide.- This alarming fact may
account for the resurgence of
malaria because mosquitoes
are resistant to DDT and other
insecticides. IPM. therefore
could not be mere welcome.
But just what is IPM? Ac-
cording to famous entomologi-
cal scientist Robert Van Den
Bosch, Integrated Pest Control
is simply rational pest control:
the fitting together of informa-
tion decision making criteria.
methods and materials natu-

“gramme

rally occurring pest mortality
into elfective and redeeming
pest-managemeint sysiems.”
An infegrated control pro-
involves six basic
elements : (1] man (2) knowl-

edge/ information (3) monitor- .

ing (4) .the setting of action
levels and (5} methods and (6)
malterials.

In his book 'The Pesticide
Conspiracy' Bosch states that
“integrated control’ systems
are dynamic, involving contin-

- uous information gathering and

evaluation which in turn per-
mit flexibility in decision mak-
ing, alteration ol the pathways
of action. and variation in the
agents used.” With the help of
information. pesticides,
pathogens. parasites and
predators., pests are elimi-
nated permanently. Chemical
pesticide use does not involve
assessment of the crop ecosys-
tem and the dynamic interplay
of plant, pests, climate and
natural enemies, all of which is
taken into aceount in IPM. The
end result of IPM. therefore, is
pest control that is both last-
ing and respectful to the envi-
ronment.

The first thing that appears
synonymous with pest is that
mosi hated insect —
mosquiloes which have made
life hell for citizens of

Bangladesh as well as many

other countries, The amount of
mosquito pﬂil and insecticide

we use, both of which contain
harmful carcinogens, is cer-
tainly staggering. What is even

- more f[rightening is the fact

that often it is seen that even
after a 'good' spraying of insec-
ticide the loathsome creatures
actually come back to life to
tlorment and continue their
vampire-like activities. Is this
not a case of insects becoming
pesticide resistant? The same
is true of other dreaded crea-
tures like the even more re-
t cockroach.

An example of how IPM can
be successfully applied to
eradicate mosquitoes is a pro-
ject in Marin County, California

that Bosch refers to in his

book. Headed by Dr Allen D
Telford, the programme in-
volves population monitoring,
reduced pesticide use and
breeding-place management.
The result has been an amaz-
ing 90 per cent reduction in
spraying and an overall reduc-

' tion in the mosquito problem.

The most dramatic results
were in a two-thousand acre
wetland which was a major
m-m;:hnrﬂdlm giving both

and their livestock
a hard time, to put it mildly.
The marsh was thus dutifully

sprayed by deadly parathion by

aireraft five times a year. Dr
Telford and his colleagues re-
alised that it was not the
marsh's maze of sloughs and

channels which were subject -

1

to tidal ﬂuahing but potholes
created. by dummy bombs
dropped during World War II.
The potholes were not flushed
out when rains came and so

. retained a lot of stagnant water

— the perfect haven for
mosquito breeding. A ditching
machine was installed to drain
out the potholes resulting in a
significant reduction of
nrosquitoes in that area.
Parathion is no larger sprayed
on the marsh and the
mosquito problem has disap-
peared from nearby communi-
ties.

This is just a small example
of how IPM can be adopted to
control pests in an effective
and safe way. Methods such as
the one mentioned can be
easily applied in Bangladesh.
Crops can be protected from
damaging pests through IPM
methods  withgut wreaking
havoc with the environment
and people's health.

As the cold facts of the ef-
fects of chemical pesticides
become known,. it is clear that
IPM is the only way we can
save our crops and ourselves. It
does not. for instance. Lake
Spejlberg-like genius to envi-

an earth invaded by glant
degdly flies and humoneous

' roaches preying on miniscule

humans. 'Serve them right,
the environmentalists will
dryly state (if they are alive
that is). for not adopting I[PM.'

couraging the use of bio-gas as
a alternate fuel for cooking FI1-
nancial and technical assis-
tance as reguired in this field
is extended. This has gener-
ated interest in the people jor
use of more blo-gas. It is no-
ticeable in different areas,
especially in Thakurgaon

The people are also being
encouraged to use tubewel]l wa-
ter. The organisation also ex-
tends the needed support for
installing tubewells. They are
being inspired to use siab la-
trines manufactured by the or-
ganisation's trained group
members so the area people
avoid defecating in the open
spaces. As a result, a trend and
interest to use latrines has in-
creased dramatically in the
minds of the people within the

working area

RDRS believes and assumes
as a responsibility to aware the
people about environment with
the small collection of re-
sources. In daing so., we all
need to step lorward to assist
the government in all its ef-
forts. Only then the celebration

" of World Environment Day will

be more significant and mean-
ingful. The environment there-
by of our motherland will be

clean and meore joyful place of
living.

.....

In harnimony with Nature,
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[llicit Drug Crops Damage

Economies as well as

Environments

by Louise Fenner
USIA Staff Writer

ODUNTRIES are generally
| ' aware of the environme-

ntal problems caused by
the cultivation of cocaine and

gharijuana. best they may fail to

recognize that thede crops also
undermine ecaenomic growth
and development. says an ex-
pert in erwironmental law

‘The economic impact of
blacrk market activities like
drug production are severe,
and they are negative — not
osdtive said Robert Hous-
nLin. serdor attorney with the
veotr profit Center for Interna-
nonal Environmental Law in
Washingion and the author of
an 1y» oming book on the so-

cial npact of dlicit crop pro-
chaction

The fHow of illicit money
into a countn isn't develop-
meni and il -~ not growth.®

Housman okl participants in a
WorldNet ielevised dialogue
sponsored by the US Informa-
tion Agency May 5. The eco-
nomic returns "are [alse re-
lums.

For example, "the influx of
drug money into Colombia
caused the revaluation of the

‘Colombian currency.” Although

tHhiatl sounds goml. he said.
producers of legitimate goods
suffered losses "because their

products were not longer
competitive.”
Furthermore. Housman

said, "black markets — illegal
drug production — make It
more difficult to open your
markets effectively” and com-
pete internationally. Countries
must stimulate investment in
capital-producing goods and in
education and training "to
build a first-class labor force.
But it's very difficult to invest
when the government has not
revenue... Black market activi-
ties don't pay tixes."

Furthermore, he said, “if we
could dedicate one-tenth of
what we will spend this year
on controlling drugs and drug-
related crime to developmen-
tal policies. think of the jobs
that could be created. Now
that's real growth, not fictional
growth."

Asked. about glyphosate, a
chemical used in eradication of
coca, marijuana, and opium
poppy as well as for weed con-
trol in legitimate agriculture,
Housman noted that the US
Environmenial Protection
Agency (EPA) “classifies it an
non-toxic. highly biodegrad-
able. and generally non-toxic
for animals as well.”

it can cause mild irritation
of eyes and skin, but this is
easfly avoided if workers use
protective clothing. according
to EPA. The chemicals used in
cocaine production. such as '
sulfuric acid and kerosene “are
far more tosic to the environ-
menti and humans.~ Housman
said. He added that his family
uses glyphosate for weed con-
trol in their yard. According to
DEA. glyphosate ts also used in
some marijuana eradication
programs in the United States
that are operated by the states
and partly funded by DEA.

According to the State De-
partment's Bureau for Interma-
tional Narcetics and Law En-
forcement Affairs, some
50.000 hectares of Colombian
rain forest are currently de-
voted to cova cultivation. “That
is rain forest that is lost for our
lifetime. our children's life-

times, and probably our grand-

.childrens’ lifetimes.” Housman

said. :
Environmental havec also
occurs when chemicals and

fertilizers used in coca cultiva-
tion and cocaine production

spill onto the land and into the
river, he said.

In summary. Housman
siressed that "if we climinate
illicit crops. we can turm to le-
gal crops and begin a process
of sustainable ture. We
can stop throwing chemicals
recklessly on these fields and
start moving forward with real
development.”

Furthermore, "we can start
putting money to productive
use. You'll see foreign direct
investment increase. lt-lllﬂ’t}'
will bring more money to your
country, local capital will re-
main — and then you can mowve-
forward with development.

"But you're not going to see
that unless we can eliminate
the cycle of violence and cor-
ruption that occurs with the
black market.”

Antidumping Duties
Rejected

Antidumping duties have
been rejected ‘for US imports ,
ol stainless steel angles Iredn
Japan.

Imposing antidumping du-
ties requires alfirmative final
detlerminations both from the
Commerce Department that
dumping is taking place and
from the USITC that the im-
ports are injuring US indusury.

v — USIS

T'ime of Sands Run out for the

Nancy McGuire writes from Grenada

The sandy beaches of the Eastern Cari-
bbean have always been regarded as a free
and limitless resource. Not any more.
Governments, reports Gemini News Ser-

vice, are realising that sand-mining is a
major cause of erosion.

ARIBBEAN beaches still

‘ deliver the sun and séa

' promised in the lourist
brochures. bul they can no
longer always boast of endless
Lo

Beaches are being eroded
bv natural processes and J4wi-

man activities, The phe-
nomenon has been ignored by
governments — falsely confi:
dent of a resource that would
Iever run oul — L'Il.l,i NnNow S&-

vere damage has occurred. po-
litically unpopular "decisions

are required and huge costs -

look likely.

A decade ago. Telescope
Foint on Grenada's east coast
was a beautiful beach. It has
been virtually destroyed. Heavy
sand mining:s indiscriminate
removal of mangroves, strong
northeast trade winds and a
jetty expansion which dam-
aged the reel have done the
job. What remains is uprooted
coconul trees, mud and a nar-
row strip of sand,

Monitoring shows that the
beach is eroding by between
three and four metres a year.

Destruction of the beach
has disrtipted the habitat of
snails. crabs and other crea-
tures. which scientists warn
will have a long-term effect on
the marine lood chain. Tele-
scope was once a nesting
ground for leatherback turtles.
The largesi of the turtle family
and now an endangered
species, leatherbacks used to
return o the point of their
birth to nest in the sand. They
no longer do so. A

About B5 per cent of sand
for use in Grenada's construc-
tion industry is taken from the
island’'s beaches. There is no
menttoring. and regulations
controlling which beaches are
open lor mining are often ig-
nored by residents and gov-
ernment.

Concrete is preferred to
wood all over the region, be-
cause of its resistance (o
weather and termites. Tradi-
tionally. private citizens have
regarded beach sand as freely
available [or house construc-
tion, but in terms of gquantity
governments have often been
the biggest culprits in remov-
ing sand for public works pro-
jects and fliltration sysiems.

Counter-measures are not
always appropriate. Valerie
Isaac of the natural resources
management unit of the Organ-
isation of Eastern Caribbean
States (OECS) recalls a work-
shop in St. Vincent at which
Lhe government's director of
planning indicated all beaches

would be clesed to sand min-
ing. The result, she says, "was
a rush on the beaches — peo-
ple ~were stockpiling like
crazy.’

St. Vincent has now con-
structed facilities to handle
imported sand from Guyana,
Dominica and other places. Lo-
cal sand it is taken from a river
and also made from pumice, a
light volcamnic rock.

Such attempts to tackle the
problem are part of a response
to recommendations by COS-
ALC — Coast and Beach Stabil-
ity in the Lesser Antilles —
working with the OECS.

COSALC was founded by the

UN Educational, Scientific and-

Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) in 1985 after ero-
sion in the eastern Caribbean
had become visibly more seri-
ous.

It has drawn up recom-

mendations for coastal zone

Caribbean: climate of success

regulation. which * several
countries have found helpful.
The British Virgin Islands used
the regulations to introduce
mangrove management. as the
extensive mangrove rool sys-
tem play an important part in
marine life and in the sustain-

" ability of beaches and rivers.

Most sand in the British
Virgins is obtained from off-
shore dredging. Some coun-
tries haye been slower in find-
ing alternatives. The OECS es-
timates that regionally 16 per
cent of sand consumed is im-
ported, and 20 per cent is
taken from local beaches. Re-
stricting removal of beach sand
is unpopular because alterna-
tives such as crushed stone
from quarries cost money. But
in 1992 Montserrat intro-
duced stringent regulations,
closing all beaches to sand
mining.

Beaches are continually

Caribbean

monitored, d barriers con-
trol vehicle access. Construc-
tion with quarry sand required
remedial work on some new
buildings, but the government
‘has kept all but one beach
closed to sand mining, and
gives training one efficient

ways of using quarry sand and
avoiding siltation.

In St Lucia, sand for gov-
ernment projecis is imported
from Trinidad and even from
Canada. Sand dredged from
offshore is used. and river
mouths are open at certain
times of the vear (o local vil-
lagers. Pumice is extracted
from private mines and
crushed.

Beach mining is not the
only culprit. Other human
causes of erosion include con-
struction of port facilities that
interfere with the movement
of water and pollution. Tropi-
cal storms and the endless
pounding of waves have
brought about ificant long-
term ch to the coastlines
of the Lesser Antilles islands.

Sea defences are costly and
can create new forms of ero-
sion. ,

Eastern Caribbean govern-
ments are gradually realising
that halting erosion and re-
building beaches are compli-
cated and costly challenges.



