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Crime against Chxldren

In a departure from their usual
and at times inaction, the police in Sutupur
demonstrated a rare sense -of res and
omptness to rescue six children from their
Eﬂnapperﬁ They were t to the Hotel Fa-
mous on BCC road from as far as Blani Bazar, Syl-
het for :uuug%]mg them out of the country. Cer-
tainly the police deserve a few kudos for their
work. have also succeeded in arresting
e four who abducted the six children from Biani

Bazar. Reportedly, they are members of an inter-
national ¢ lifters’ gang.
Kidnapping chlldrcn has become a profession

— albeit by some or &n@ ln some cases
ransom is deman d mo is paid,
chances are that the chﬂd or chﬂdn:n would be
returned unharmed. If not, they are not released
‘and could as well be Kkilled. In some other cases,
they are maimed and used for begging and there
are still other cases where the ones are
sent abroad where God knows t fate awaited
them. There were, however, some reports on
bizarre abuses of these sm ed-out children.
One of the pathetic cases was their use as camel
jockeys in some Middle East countries. Still more
chilling reports concerned the extraction of or-
gans ni these children in foreign hospitals for

transp]an{atinnh e frigh
Evidently either of these is ten-
n .ﬂndmj;rtisnnrcasnntmstmcwhomm-
volved in this trafficking business can disclaim
knowl about the fate of their victims abroad.
Unless shly debased, no one can think of
up such an trade. Human civilization

itself is shamed by such acts of incredible

and wanton bestiality. Any society that cannot
_prevent such hap certainly falls short of
the expected lmre of moral and legal credibility

‘and reputation. Even if the law is categorical on
the issue, the mechanism to implement the legal
provisions is simply absent, or worse, the seri-
ousness needed to tackle such social ills is lack-
ing. It was only when there was a social clamour
over -the use of eshi children as camel

ockeys. that the receiving country moved fast to
"ban import of our children. Similarly, enforce-
ment of st nt sions can be a deter-
rent to child lifting. But it cannot eliminate the
evil entirely. Part of the problem lies in moral
degradation and economic deprivation. Those is-
sues have to be addressed through quality educa-
tion and social reform.

s
We Live if Environment
| Lives
Tod% is World Environment Day. There are so
many ysnuwstrewna]lwﬂw . But this
is a special one. If environment lives, man will
live. At the present geological moment, environ-
ment is ailing, in certain respects precariously. .
Individual man, or the family,
tribe or for that matter the nation — has been
making nature poorer by the hour, not
for a While. ﬁvery view of man's true in-
terest and his true situation in the universe and
an overpowering urge to satisfy a mistaken idea of
self-interest was at the root of it all. And nature,
a parf:ntly defenceless, had becn the easiest of

victims. % %ﬁlﬁl dness

_ ess, ln ways, as
man to be kind and good to nature tnn But not

before the modern and scientific appreciation of .

the dampers of a nature, the aware-
ness of the need for«the preservation of the envi-
ronment struck something as a v.rer? urgent mat-
ter.

Awareness spreads but the old mynpia sts,
as much as-in individuals as in nations. Brazil is
mowing down its rain forest on the plea of devel-
opment exactly as individuals are encroaching on
forest lands in Bangladesh clinching theE'lmacK
of man over plant perhaps. In Bangladesh bric
factory kilns are bu trees by the tens of
thousand tons and in deve nurth increasing

consumption of fossil fuel is. fuul up. atmo-
sphere and heating up the n all of the
tropical zone hundreds of p _t and animal
species are being lost forever.

In Dhaka we have not been able to stop one
motor vehicle from belc black smoke out of
‘50 thousand that do so. of rators and
‘aerosols booms while the ozone hole spreads over
south pole. There is a ﬂsaurcmﬂlcpu-

Eicepackasﬂtuﬂgnalman tﬂpauueandpon-
- ﬁu, man has started g protestations
of love for nature. It will take time or true love to -

take hold of the aituatlun Meanwhile irreparable
losses will have been taking place everywhere.

For Bangladesh the environmental question is,
however, of iescapable immediacy. Desertifica-
'ﬁonhastub& ted by all means. This will
mt % i B s s Rardly Soiactee
em cs is conduc
It is e emirunment—ﬁ'lgxdly -

Snthcpnde pr ufﬁltamjmandl.as'
Caux s. The frescoes in the Chauvet Grotto,

South , have proved to be older than those
ﬁnmdhﬁltnmtmamlothercam The rise of the

years presen virtue lhbuluus
strike at Chauvet.

Who were the painters of these bisons and
-_rmﬂaufﬂecﬁmackurmmﬁd::rmuﬂngup
from south? Recent spectacular in paleoan-
thro hmcmmdlmckan
Eﬂymlﬂm n{i‘the Thirty thousand

r year old spot. o years
is indeed recent compared to that. Man could not
have been very different from now when he drew
those Butthe mﬂee.ofthmcm.

for a "that be quite misleading. The western
pere will have the painting cave people all
as white men and male. It could v well be
black people and the. painters cm;t:ila}g

women than men.

Dtdnttht: do dau
qultc It is weahnll
ofthou Ilﬂlﬂﬂ creations in music
_mddm The cave painters must have had quite

It mmstru" and t that Il"m

: ange true we have

still with us pocketa“of umanity which are as
of Chauvet.

mﬂ or as bad, as the cave |
the difference between and be

of here and there — all in the
present time.

or the clan and .

1

HE manderins of the

foreign office have gi-

vern a jump start to
economic diplomacy in the
country as viewed by the
apparent success of the just
concluded visit of Prime Min-
ister Khaleda Zia to South Ko-
rea. It was obvious that the
programme of the visit, well-
conceived and planned, com-
prising a 39-member Bangla-
desh delegation of busi-
nessmen and a_Bangladesh in-
vestment seminar held in Ko-
rea addressed by Bangladesh
Prime Minister and attended
by a large number of potential
Korean investors and busi-
NEsSsSMen, was an economic
overture at the highest level
designed (o drawn maximum
gain or Bangladesh. By all indi-

cations., the visit a success,
South Korea will immediately
recruit 3. 500 Bangladesh

workers for industrial units in
Korea. South Korea is also ex-
pected to provide 50 million
US dollars for projects in lo-
comotives and other sectors.
As disclosed by the South Ko-
rean President. South Korean

investors plan to build a one:

hundred million US dollar in-
dustrial complex in Chittagong.
A delegation of a team of 16
Korean investiors is already in
the city te discuss their pro-
posals. Bangladesh delegation
of businessmen who travelled
with the Prime Minister is
staving back in Seoul to hold
talks with their counterparts
to explore and identify areas of
economic cooperation btlll'ﬂl!!n
the two countries.

The shift of emphasis in
content and form of our

diplomacy was manifestly clear -

when a few days earlier, For-
eign Secrétary, Farugq Sobhan
accompanied by his two top
aids. leaving their splended
Isolation. visited the office of
Bangladesh Federation of
Chamber and Commerce and
Industries to talk about a new
trade and investment promo-
tion wing in the foreign office
to achieve the goal of eco-
nomic -diplomacv through co-
ordinaled efforts with the Fed-
eration, Export Promotion Bu-
reau and Board of Investment.
The reexamination and re-
view of the role of present day
foreign services was overdue
and most appropriate and is
consistent with changed global
circumstances, In the present
age of fast information super-
highway of instant satellite
communication, video photos,
TV, Internet and cyberspace
with increasingly global trans-
parency of political and eco-
nomic profile of each country,
the traditional role of sending
political reports must seem
outmoded and obsolate. Na-
tions no longer view each
other through the eye of the
leaders. The foreigners image
of a country, its inclination to
trade or make friends is condi-
tioned by what is seen on TV,

OST financial indisgi-
pline takes place
Defence Procurement,
Military Engineering Services,
Army Supplycorps, Army Me-
dical Corps, Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers Estab-

lishments and Ordnance

Depots. It needs immediate
and critical attention. Waste
and corruption are (twin
partners in crime against the
Defence Budget and the pere-
nnial lesers are the fighting
men. :

It is ajso time to conduct a
survey wherein pure services
like medical facilities, conser-
vancy, maintenance. etc. in
fixed peacetime locations must
be contracted out and the sup-
port services should be re-
duced as much as possible.
After all we do not have to
fight in Africa or Europe, so
why have the same World War

- II British concepts? There are

too many generals in the med-
ical corps a well as in the
EME. With honourable excep-
tions the Army Supply Corps

(ASC] is a disgrace. quite in.

keeping with their brother
supply establishments in dif-
ferent military forces of the
world. One has to maintain the
same standards of honesty and
integrity throughout the ser-
vice. With the advent of com-
puters, a judicious use of it will
permit a greater amount of
control over leakages. A sug-
gestion could be decentralised
budgetary operatives down to
the corps level.

Supporting Services
The EME has bloated be-

yond recognition mainly be-
cause of the lack of standardis-

‘ation in various equipments

particularly transportation. All
fixed units and HQs should

{1 immediately dispense with

first-line transportation,
I'llﬂinh( jecps dodges, 2- 1!2

e ————————

- Sir. Kindly _
tilated my viewson the above
subject through the columns of
| your esteemed daily.

Two boarding bridges have
been constructed at Zia Inter-
national Airport recently for-

allow me to ven-

convenience of the passengers
at a cost of around Tk one

| hundred crore. This is no
doubt helpful for the passen-

gers., But when our resources
are limited, every available taka
should be carefully spent so
that we can have maximum re-

- turn from scarce resources.

- We do not have snowfall or
biting cold so that

may face serious problem in
getting oyt or into-the aircraft

journalisis and

in,

Manderins of the Foreign Office

Jump-start Economic Diplomacy

by Abdul Hannan

The reexamination and review of the role of present day foreign services was overdue and most
Mwhwmwmm

heard on radio, read in books
and newspapers. The new
diplomats are award-winners,
sports and business tycoons,
individuals
tourists. In a post Cold War era
of interdependence and com-
petitiveness because of disin-
tegration of protective barriers
and emerging boarderless
global economy, we have no
option other than to mobilise
our own resources through
trade and Investment. With
Western countries under heavy
burden of budget ¢onstraints
and suffering from donor fa-
tigue, official foreign aid is In-
creasing and private business
has taken a more important
role. The
trolled US Congress has pro-

posed deep cuts in foreign aid
bill by 3 billion dollars. Merely

inviting foreign investors is not
enough. We must find a way for
investment to be dealt with on
a special track so that the pe-
riod of time, from the date of
submitting the proposal to the
day production commences, is
brought down drastically. We
must also escort foreign in-
vesiors as quickly as possible
through the morass of redtape
constraints. We must take ad-
van of the abundance of

our cheap labour by developing
their skill in industrial tech-

nology through a massive pro-
gramme of human resource
development.

Economic agenda is the
main thurst of foreign policy
initiatives of even the most ad-
vanced Western countries to-

With stiff competition from
the four-tiger and three-cub
economic of East Asia, Euro-
pean Union and the United
Stales are eying for export and
investment in the emerging
markets of South Asia. particu-
larly India with its wide twage)

labour base and two hundred

million strong middle class.
Confronted by criticism re-
cently from treasury secretary
Sir Kenneth Clarke that of 1.3
billion pounds spent on British
embassies, less than one hun-
dred million pounds went to

direct promotion of export and
trade. the British Foreign Sec-

retary Douglas Hurd at a con-
ference "Britain in the World"
held on March 30 last reiter-
ated the determination of the

foreign office to strengthen its

role. to promote British ex-
ports and investment. Earlier,

Republican con- -

in January this year. Douglas
Hurd leading a high power
business delegation, visited
india to attend the confedera-
tion of Indian Industry cente-
nary celebration attend by In-
dian Industrialists and foreign
businessinen and leaders from
43 countries. Even now as |
write this report, the Chancel-
lor of Exchequer, Sir Kenneth
Clarke is visiting India in an
effort to strengthen British
. Earlier this month,
the British Secretary for trade
and industry led a 150 mem-
ber British Trade Mission of
senior business executives to
China, the largest ever. Simi-
larly when President Bush vis-
ited Japan two years ago he
was accompanied by a big
business team including chiefs
of three US automobile com-
panies including Crystler,
General Motors and Ford. The
current trade row between
USA and Japan over the sale of
American cars and car parts to
Japanese market is a different
matter. What is important is
the objective of US foreign
policy to promote US trade
and investment.,
Investment promotion is

high on the dgenda of Clinton
that given free a Banga-

I lee would consume ker-

vsene., There is no known
atternpt ol anyone having put
that adage to test. However,
there could be some truth in
the allegation that most
Bangalee drivers keep -on
honking. usually unnecessarily,
simply because it does not cost
a penny. Off course. the Ban-
galee Babu experiences a surge
of aristocracy. gentility, nobil-
ity and all things associated
with ones bleod being blue,
every time he presses to make
it honk. and honk and honk.
Somne drivers on the streets
of Dhaka honk each time he
breaths. You breathe in, honk
oul:” breathe in. honk out;
that's the way to live, man!
But. do these honks come
of any use? You give a honk the
car behind you honks back,
followed by the one next to it
and soon you are having a
honkference where no one is
making any sense. Vehicle
horns are to be used only to
warn a pedesirian or amether
vehicle of any impending dan-
ger. Bul. then perhaps our

HERE is a local saying

administration to get access to
foreign markets for products
of US manufacturers. The US
Commerce Secretary. Ron

Brown leading the largest ever

business team to India signed a
2.66 billion US dollar deal with
India in January this year in
telecommunication and power
sectors in addition to 1.4 bil-
lion US dollars transaction
made earlier. During US En-
ergy Secretary O Leary's visit
to India in February last, India
and US firms signed 23 power
contracts worth 1.5 billion US
dollars bringing US investment
in the Indian power sector teo
more than 10 billion US del-
lars. The US Treasury Secre-
lary Robert Rubin during his
recent visit in India said a US-
India investment treaty wpuld

_ be signed sobn protecting bi-

lateral investment. Between
1991, when India began its
economic reforms of market
economy, and 1994 Indian
governmenti approved 7.2 bil-
lion US dollars of foreign di-
rect investment. The US pro-

posals account for 35 per cent
of the total with Britain inm the
second place at 9 per cent Eu-
ropean governments in the EU
are poised to sign a framework

drivers are pointing out to the

fact that we live in a dangerous

world.

Besides giving us such
benevolent warnings. the car
horn in Bangladesh is used for
many purposes. The husband
many honk from the car to in-
lorm the Bua that the daily

bazaar has been done. The wife -

may hank to let the neighbours

of economic cooperation with
Vietnam.
it is a tall order for our for-

eign service to perform their

newly demanded role of eco-
nomic diplomacy to accelerate
trade and foreign capital for
tﬁlu country. Yet, we have to

nest crop of foreign service
officers who have
track record of excellent per-
formance. Despite being a
small UN mission in New York,
compared to the size of others
even from the Third World
countries, it has acquitted it-
self wonderfully well. and been
most effective, based on prin-
ciples, strategy experience and
ability to take intelligent deci-
sions. Thanks to the skill and
professionalism of our foreign
service officials our delegation
has never Laken a back seat in
debates and discussion of the
UN and have invariably made
their presence felt in every
negotiating and consulting fo-
rum by active participation in
all UN committee and regional
group meetings. The roll call
of achievements has been
significant. During a compara-
tively briel period of its UN
membership. Bangladesh has

held key and important posi-

a proven

tions of president of the UN
General Assembly. membey of
the Security Council. chairman
ol the Group of 77. chairman
of the committee “of -
gramune and corord fon
(CPC). the nerve centre of the
UN system. coordinator of the
least developed countries,
chairman of the Executive
Board of UNICEF and chairman
of UN Population Award Com-
mittee, to mention only a few.

Given feadership. direction. =
sense of purpose and the
needed resources. our foreign
service officers can do
well in economic diphnmcy,
But they mwust be prowvided
with the necessary where-
withal te be effective. To do
business you need moneéy. The
I'nre;:ﬂ,n service oflicers must
det adequate [inancial support
to be able (o perform their
new role eflectively. Cynics
wheo criticise our foreign ser-
vice for lavish life style. bloated
expense accounts lor various
perks and privileges., f6r in-
vesting too much for the
suit of oo little. do no
to the profession. We lose sight
of the fact that one also needs.
glamour and atttaction to
court. cultivate and woo to win
friends and influence peopie.

Our foreign service, burean-
cracy has been entrusted with
the twin task of pelitical and -
economic diplomacy lo pro-
mote- national interest and
prosperity. To perform the job
effactively. the leadership of -
the ' foreign office must be in
the driver's seal Lo preserve
and protect the tradition and
inmegrity of Lhe profession.

The writer is jormer Press
Counseller. Bangladesh Mis-
sion o the UN New York.

Stop this Honkference

impossible things. In a narrow
sireet we honk to ask the

sweating rickshawpuller to fly
in the air so that we may pass.
we honk at the cigarette ven-
dor so that he may guess and
bring five sticks of a particular
brand: we honk at the driver
ahead of us so that he can tell
his boss thal we, yes we, are in
the car behind. Often |1 wished

g:_

know that she has finally learnt .

to drive. The voung man may
honk to let his paramour know
that he is passing her house.
lsin't that sheer chivalry? We
honk to tell the darwan to
open the gate. we honk to let
the world know that the bridal
party is here we honk to let
our children al school know
that papa is here. We honk!

We honk Lo make people do

- Pakistan's Defence Budget —

they could honk back.

But. is all these honking
good for us? Not according to
medical science. Noise pro-
duces many physical and psy-
chological reactions. One of
them is the "startle reaction”
caused by a sudden, unex-
pected noise such as the blast
from one of those inter-dis-
trict buses. In a reaction that
lasis less than a second, the

Financial Discipline and Other Criteria

ton M34 !,ypc trucks :te:. and
them over to the fighting arms.
An officer commanding a
combined military hospital or
some such static unit has no
need for spanking new Toyota
jeeps. In lieu they should be
given 800-1000cc cars, Datsun
type pickups and Bedferd-type
trucks. All administrative units
like Logistics HQ should main-
tain central vehicle pools for
administrative support of units
in their areas. This is the only

way to avoid blatant misuse of

transport.- It does nobody any
good to see a UNIMOG vehicle
plying in Karachi lugging water
trailers. Water Bowsers
mounted on Bedford trucks

are adequate instead of de-*

stroving our desert war mobil-
ity in  administrative non-
essential use.

Our spare parts require-
ment every year is horrendous
and the maintenance budget
colossal. We must work out a
five-to seven-year plant to re-
place all the vehicles or the

defence services in a planned

and phased manner based on
standardized equipment
indigenously mahufactured. A
number of well-known and
reputable foreign companies
offer transfer of technology

and their offers should be con-

sidered on a priority basis,

particularly if they include ef-
fect mechanism and buy-back
programme. These compa-

nies are providing different

types of equipment which are
satisfactorily being used by var-
ious defence services in di-
verse terrain and
conditions all over the world.

Our one sided love wlth im- .

e = =l e

- e LmEe s

e ———————————— T

m.ltaltic the te:rminal buﬁding
So who are the real beneficia-
ries of this project. Had this
amount been spent for acquir-
ing new aircrafts, that would
have contributed a lot to the
exchequer. It is not under-
stood how priority had been
given to boarding bridge at this
stage of development of the
country when our per capita
income is only around US tweo
hundred and iwenty dollars.
This shows that our planness

" have miserably failed in setting

the priorities of development.
It is learnt that some more
boarding bridges have been
planned to be constructed for
Zia International Airport. Be-
fore
request the Parliamentary

climatic

further may | -

- ported Mercedes Benz trucks

continues and though one can-
not detract from their quality
but is it necessary to condemn
all the others in any given "test

. and trial?”

Something smells when you
apply such a blatant scalpel to

ward off potential competition.
It things are allowed to con-
tinue in the same vein one will
have to change the aim of the
Army from defending the
country's ideological and
sovereign frontiers to that of

ment permitting the military
psyche to innovate in order to
make up for the lack of superi-
ority in numbers.

Hnwmr innovation has to
start from the top. Gen Zia's
‘cycle” campaign bombed out
in the wake of the burning of
the US embassy in Islamabad
but the fact remains that it was
a symbolic gesture dictating
the attitude towards cost-cut-
ting and saving. Almost a

decade later we can count in

AS | SEEIT

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

guardmg thc EME eutahlilh
ments.

Innovations
. One of the finest lessons
one learns in the Armed
Forces is to "Improvise". The
word may now kindly be
changed in this high tech agc
to "Innovate”.

A lot of effort has gone mtu
maintaining exceedingly high
standards in the various train-
ing institutions of the Armed
Forces at different levels. The
soldier is kept under constant
training in order to cope with
the rigorous and aspects of
modern warfare in an elec-
tronic age. it has to be made
more ' objective and greater
emphasis on actual combat
conditions have to be intro-
duced. Greéat emphasis has to
be p]aced on mlnd develop-

En:mniltu: on Mlnhtnr nf Ch'll
Aviation to go into the matter
dispassionately as to whether
there is any need for con-
structing more boarding

bridges at this stage?

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Carntonment

Investment

allowances of income
tax

Sir, For decades various
governmenis in our country
had allowed saving certificates
as Investment for rebate of in-
come Llax. But our Finanee Min-
ister has stopped Investment
in saving certifieates from

T 1995 lnm'der to encourage

billions of rupees the cost of
POL for non-productive use.

Countertrade

The modern world is look-
ing to countertrade as a means
of balancing financial deficits
In foreign exchange. In the De-
fence Services there is cer-
tainly awareness of "Buy Back"
schemes for encouraging
indigenous production but a
comprehensive understanding
of the implications of interna-
tional trade and the ensuring
of meaningful transfer of tech-
nology escapes them. There is
a’ great deal of lethargy in mov-
ing forward with decision
making for local production
with the effects translated into
constant purchases by hard
earned foreign exchange.
Turkey paid for part of its pur-

chucaanlﬁufrmnthelIEby

share market.

With the closing of invest-

ment allowance on saving
certificate tax payers (esp.
middle income group) have no
other options but to go for DPS
or investment in shares as our
honourable minister wanted.
As for DPS we all know that
no bank will open DPS ac-
counts (it has been eclosed
since long ). And as for In-
vestment in shares — there is
no guarantee of getting shares
as first allottee of such shares.
| know lot of bonafide Income
tax payers who applied for
shares of various public limited
companies thie financial year
but all they got is the nd
money after their money was

tunmtues_and has “followed it
up by making the jet engines
ol the F-16 aircraft in a trans-
fer of technology — part "Buy
Back" scheme. Since the de-
fence services purchase a sub-
stantial amount of hardware, it
stands to reason that they
lessen their dependence on
hard cash foreign exchange by
resorting to countertrades
which even countries like
Malaysia and Indonesia have
now adopted for some years.
besides Saudi Arabia, Nigeria,
Iran and Iraq which regularly

swap oil for hardware. A coun-

tertrade package can be
adopted with a basket of tradi-
tional and non-traditional ex-
port coupled with a sell-back
of the items being pruduced

indigenously. t
Choice of Weapons and
We must make correct and

early decisions about the

choice of weapons and equip-

ment. The important thing to
remember is to make deci-

. sions which would affect the

armed forces over a 5-10 years
period, without the equipment
becoming obsolete. We have an
integrated Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee (JCS) and that
should be the correct forum to
take such decisions universally
for the three services. The JCS
must be made more effective
as a means for enforcing stan-
dardisation. The purchase of
Jaguar aircraft by India is a
case in point where delay in
decision making made the air-
craft obsolete before delivery.
Without talking about the pro-
cedures followed, Itt it Just be

blnckrd l‘nr quite sometime.
And these tax payers who, only
got the refund warrant will not
be eligible for rebate of in-
vestment allowance of income
tax for no fault of theirs. And
this is due to black money
flooding the country and the
unscrupulous people who pay
no Income tax whatsoever ap-
plies in various names to pur-
chase new shares at face value;
and rebuild their enormous
black from their already
built up black by pur-
chasing shares in hundreds of
names.

In these circumstances |
would request our honourable
finance minister, National
Board of Revenue (NBR) and
other concerned government

- The

head jerks forward. the [ace
tightens into 4 grimace, the

heartbeal quickens, breath
comes in short intervals, the

blood sugar increases and the
muscles tense from head to

knees. Continuous exposure to
any steady, moderately loud
noise (such as in our streets)

tends to constrict the bilood
vessels of the skin and may

weaken vision. There are also
indications that noise
upsets the body's metabolism
by increasing the adrenal ﬂlnd
activity. Noise can

fect the central nervous lyl

tem and the cardiovascular

system, give rise to giddiness
and nausea, increase blood

pressure, cause gastric pains,
eic. The above is true for per-
sons who are in good health,
physically and psychologically.'
The next time you feel like
honking, think of the children
in their beds, think of the old
and the sick, think of your own
health. Next time when you
breathe in, just breathe out.

" Next time ask 'your driver not

to honk. Next time, don't
honk, please.

said that these are mostly out-

dated, antiquated and thor-

oughly made counter-produe-
- tive by inordinate delays.

Defence services cannot
afford to be parade ground out-
fits which they are apt to be,
given unscrupulous arms mer-
chants in various disguises of
manufacturers, agents, consul-
tants etc. Some of the so-
called "patriots” have reim-
bursed accaunts in foreign
countries, Will it make any dif-
ference if the heavy commis-
sions they receive are ex-
posed? The main items for fu-
ture selection are the small
arms, the artillery pieces, ar-
moured vehicles, miscella-
neous transportation and
communication equipment.

general staff is competent
to recommend selec-
lions in such cases in less than
a week if it does not get en-
tdngled in muddled technical
specifications coloured tQ suit
a particularly motivated view-
point. This decision can be
based on world-wide assess-
ment by various analysts from
diverse countries with the
specifications well researched

. and the performances under

various field conditions well
documented. The same analogy
can be reasoned as to why the
Air Force ‘did not ask for a
"test and trial” of an F-16 be-
fore it bought the same? Be-
cause the technical compe-
tence and ormance capa-
bilities were available univer-
sally and there was no need to
get involved in our own elon-
gated in-house technical analy-
sis, in which circumstances,
one daresays that the F-16
would perhaps never. have
been purchased. Innovative
swilt decision making through
the broad spectrum is the
need nl lhl.' hour.

dtpartnﬂ:ntu lo pass laws
which will give income tax

payers first preference in allot-
ting shares of all company issu-

ing new shares il they mention
their Tax Payer's ldentification
(TIN) Number [which must be
cross checked with NBR).

while applying for new shares.

in this way we will help tax
payers get the benefit ol pavind
tax every year as well as 1he
will be able to get the rebhaie
for investment for which thes
are eligible. But [he presen
law cannot secure atlotment
shares nor get any rebuale of Tas
for investment
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