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Primary Education:

A One Hour Class CanImprove Quality

DUCATION for All is the
E declared policy of the
ptate, and has become a
widely populas slogan., Univer-
sal primary education and
eradication of illiteracy are the
two goals ol the government's
Perspective Plan. 1980-2000.
But what is the present status
of primary education? With
sustained elfort it has been
possible (o raise the rate of
enrolment to about 70 per
cent. but the gain becomes
insabstantial when it is
realised that 65 per cent of
the students drop out bejore
completing the [f(ive-year
COLTSE. '
~ The reasons are obvious.
Poverty mainly. Then there is
the lack of awareness. Children
are required to work with par-
enis in the field. or to perform
household chores in the case
ol girls. An apathy towards
school also arises due to lack
of the right kind of school at-
mosphere. devoted teachers,
essential educational materials
and leaching aides. In many
cases distance of the school
from home also becomes a fac-
tor in dropout. All these causes
are rooted in the social-eco-
nomic condition of the country
and dely any easy short-term
solution.
Obviously the question of
t is closely related with
the quality of education. and if
the teaching done in school is
able to capture the interest of
a pupil, he will be more in-
clined to complete his/her ede
ucation despite all economic
adversities. By quality of edu-
cation is not meant the
toughness of syllabus: quality
consists in the fact that un-
derprivi students are not
left oul\ and are able to
successfully complete their
five years of primary education.
nol as a burdensome exercise

but with interest and zeal This
kind of education has Lo be
ertirely school based and must
dispense with "homework' .
since the underprivileged chil-
dren in uncongenial domestic
surroundings are at a serious
disadvantage when it comes 1o
completing lessons at home.
The parents of these children
are not able to help. and a pri-
vate tulor is beyond their
means. [ homework becomes
a part of primary educalion,
underprivileged children are
bound to fall behind. Unable to
catch up with the Jlesson in
class. s/he will remain inat-
tentive. go to school irregularly
and eventually will stop going
to school altogether. A survey
undertaken a few years ago re
vealed that the parents of 74
per cent of primary school-
going children are uneducated.
8 per cent are too insuffi-
ciently educated to help with
homework and 4 per cent are
too busy. - |

Thus, in order to univer-
salise primary education, and
to prevent dropout of poverty-
stricken  children, lessons
must be compleied in the
classroom instead of leaving
them to be learnt at home. But
how? In the primary schools of
the country, the teacher-stu-
dent ratio is on average 1:61
(much worse in poor, rural
schools). How to complete the
lesson within the classroom?

Estimates show that the to-

tal time allotted for primary
education in Bangladesh is the
lowest in the world. In China a
student spends 1265 hours a
year in primary school, in In-
donesia 1100 hours, in the
Philippines 750 hours. But a
Bangladeshi student spends no
more than 440 hours a year in
primary school. The time allot-
ted for primary schooling must
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undoubtedly be extended, but
the immediate objective must
be to maximise utility of the al-
lotted 440 hours. In this con-
text, a voluntary research or-
ganisation. Association for
School-Based Education
(ASBE). has found in different
surveys (hat a mere change in
the period-length, keeping the
total school time unchanged,
has shown good results. This
was persuasively stated by
I[brahim Sobhan. a researcher
and author of the one-hour pe-
riod system. In the first 35-
minute period of the day. the
teacher entering the class-
room. taking his seat,
exchanging initial talks and
roll call, takes up most of the
time. leaving very little time
for actual teaching before the
bell is rung "Learn the rest of
the lesson at home", orders
the teacher and leaves. Class-
room quizzes and individual
evaluation of studenis perm-
anently runs into the arrears of
an unfulfilled task. A study by
the Association lor School-
Based Education. which has
been included in the World
Bank's general education
project studies, reveals that in
the 35 minute first period,
only 10 minutes is devoted to
actual teaching.

it is quite possible to com-
plete all lessons within the
classroom, and raise the qual-
ity of education simply by re-
placing the 30/35 minute pe-
riod by a one hour period.

keeping the overall school
time unchanged. A study has
shown that in a one-hour pe-
riod 20 minutes is available for
teaching a new lesson. 15
minutes is availablé for the
student to learn the new les-
son and ten minutes is again
left for evaluation. A few
schools which adopted this
new routine have been able to

" made

reduce their rate of dropout

dramatically.

Recently, a report by an ex-
pert committee at the Insti-
tute of Education and Re-
search, Dhaka University. has
revealed that teachers are
overwhelmingly in favour of
the one-hour period, students
prefer it., and members of
managing commitiees of the
schools alse support it. The
survey has shown that 94 per
cent of the managing commmit -
tees favour continuing the new
routine in their schools, and
100 per cent of them believed
that after the prescribed one
hour period-length was
adopted in certain schools. the
interest of the local people
about primary education In-
creased.

Recently, with the coopera-
tion of the ASBE and financial

support from UNESCO, the
new routine of a one-hour pe-
riod has been adopted in the
primary schools of Kushtia
Sadar thana. Earlier, the rou-
tine was adopted in 30 project
schools in four unions of Kush-
tia from 1993 lo 1994, with
the result that the rate of
dropout in these schools fell
sharply compared to a control
group of 30 non-project
sC ;

Significantly, adoption of
the new routine costs nothing
and requires no major restruc-
turing. Only a small change has
possible a significant
improvement in quality. In
different surveys, conducted in
a scientific manner, the supe-
riority of the new rout'ine
called School-Based Education
has been conclusively demon-
strated. What, then, stands in
the way of its adoption on a
national basis? Why the hesi-
tancy?

— Development Features

HE status of any language

I depends on (he culture
ol knowledge developed

by the people speaking that
language. Again language is the
medium through which man's

thoughts and creations are not *

only expressed to his conte-
mporary fellow beings but also
preserved and
through ages overcoming the
barrier- of time and space.
Here, the present discussion
will émphasize the status of
English in Bangladesh. English
has been with us for the last
two hundred’ yvears and will
‘doubtless be with us in the fu-

International Status of
English

Goethe said. "those who do
not know a foreign language do
not know their mother ton-
gue.” English is an interna-
tional language and is spoken
in almost all the countries of
the world. It is the means of
international communication.
It is therefore the only lan-
guage which can maintain a
global link and hence it has a
global importance. Bangladesh,
being a newly born underde-
veloped country, has to main-
lain an international relation-
ship for ‘her own development
and as Bengali, our mother
tongue, is not internationally
spoken, English must be re-
tained and taught in our coun-
t+y in the interests of the eiti-
zens. This foreign language
came to qur country with the
coming of the English in the
17th.century. It had set such a
firm footing in our country and
had attairied such a predomi-
nance during the British and
Pakistani Colonial rules that its
influence and predominance
have not yet waned.

At present the world has
vver 3.000 languages. But
Euglish is the fastest growing

and most influential language.

Al the beginning of the 19th
century. English was the native
language of barely 15 million
people, now il is spoken by
over 320 million. More than
halfl of the weord's scientific
and technical journals and

newspapers are printed in
English alone. Three fourths of
the word's mail are written in
English. It has a vocabulary of
500,000 words, more than
three times its nearest com-
petitors. Again English is the
mother tongue of 200,000,000
people of many races and na-
tions. English is the instru-
ment of world exchange, and

English and its Effect
The government of Bang-
ladesh has declared Bengali as
the state and official language,
and this has been recorded in
the constitution of Bangladesh.
in view of the presént pol-

icy of the Government regard-

ing English, many of oéur
younger generation have been
~ignoring English since the in-
dependence of the country in
1971. During this period, the
new generation of Bangladesh

transmitted

The Status

of English

in Bangladesh

completed their academic ca-
reers without learning much of
English. Now, many of this
generation, who were fortu-
nate enough to get into Gov-
ernment jobs, cannot under-
stand the contents of refer-

urnals writtg !ﬁi‘“‘!ﬁg'lhh. :

us their knowledge is very
limited though they have ob-
tained the highest university
degrees. In pursuing our pre-
scribed education policy, the
majority of our students learnt
only Bangla terminology. When
these students go to study
Medicine or Engineering;, or
any other subject of higher
science, they need to follow
books in English which be-
come very difficult for them to
understand.

. English ing glish, adj. belonging to
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ning training or some other
extension training by the for-
eign agencies use 25 per cent
of common English words.
Older women do nét use many
English : words, except for
those in common Bangla usage,
cup, time, table; lamp. chair
etc. Thus even the villagers
feel that learning English is
nece _for the betterment
of their life.

English among the eity
people

The tendency to learn
English is greater in the job-
oriented population of the ci-
ties. In fact, in the cities, all
speak Bengali no doubt. but
the percentage of English
words is substantial and the

England or its inhab-

itants: of or relating to English. — n. the English people

(as pl.):" a Germanic
Isles, U.S.A., most

language spoken in the British
parts of the British Common-

wealth, etc.: 14-point type: side (U.S.; billiards.). —
v.1. to translate into English (arch. or rare): to make
English: to impart a side to (U.S.; billiards’. — n.
Eng'lander an Englishman. — adj. Eng’lified like the

English of England in speech

speech, esp.

or ways: Southroun in

ectedly so (Scot.). — ns. Eng’lisher a

translator into English: an Englishman (Scot.);
—Englishism (U.S. rare) an expression or idiom origi-
nating in or found only in the English of England or
Britain: a custom or practice peculiar to England: great

“admiration

enthusiasm for England and its cus-

toms, etc.; ‘lishman a native or naturalised inhab-

itant of England: — fem. Eng'lishwoman; Eng’lishry -

the fact of being an Englishman: in Ireland, the

population of English descent. — Basic

base; Early English often means Early Middle English:
(archit.) see early; English breakfast a cooked break-
fast, usu. consisting of several dishes or courses (cf.

continental breakfast);

English disease the British dis-

ease; quilb-m the recorder; English horn the cor
anglais; English sickness same as English disease; Eng-
lish sweat (hist.) the sweating sickness (see sweat), —
in plain English in clear, simple language; little Eng-

lander an o
buildi

pponent of British imperalism and empire-
ng, Middle English from about 1100 or 1150 A.D.

‘till about 1500; Modern English from about 1500
onwards: Old English a kind of type — black-letter:
the English language down to about 1100 or 1150 A.D.

English at Different Levels
in Bangladesh

| “m- among the illiter-

Contact with the British
over long period has brought
even the illiterate people close
to the English language, from
the time of the East India

Company. A good number of
this type of people use English
words, correctly, or incor-
rectly although they cannot
read or write. [is happens be-
cause of the functional utility of
English in our country.

English among the vil-

In the village the female
population, and mostly the
younger ones, are the users of
common English words. Here
it is seen that the females who
have undergone family plan-

cause of it is again economic.
City dwellers thus make pro-
fuse use of English in the
midst of conversations in the
local language. Here, the peo-
ple are not concerned with
good or bad English, grammat-
ical or ungrammatical English,
but just English words which
come easily to fill up the
blanks in the conversation
between the two Bengalees. It
is observed that when two ed-
ucated persons speak Bangla,
they unconsciously use at least
15 per cent of English words
in their conversation. ;

English among the stu-

dents
Negligence of English in

Bangladesh has resulted in the
creation of disparities. More
kihdergarten - and English
medium schools are being set

~ tion

up. Here the access is available
only to the wards of the elite
in society. There is a popular
belief that the kindergarten
and English medium schools

are capable of giving a good
grounding in English and pre-
pare the students for a suc-
cessful career at home and
abroad. They have immense
snob appeal and are regarded
as the road to status and posi-

In primary schools, espe-
cially in the village, students
learn little English. They learn
to write the letters of the al-
phabet and recognise simple
words in isolation. Here in-
stead of basic language skills,
students only pick up memo-
rising habits. If, however, fruit-
ful use of school years were
made, there would be no need
lo make English compulsory in
Colleges and Universities.

In. Government Colleges,
the resulis®of the students
show that they are, on average,

- about four years below the ex-

pected level of proficiency in
English. They have not mas-
tered the material beyond
class VII. and could not be ex-
pecled to study the English

Text~ which are jised at Uni-
Versity level., The standards of
English in Non-Government
colleges are also a long way be-
low their supposed levels of
proficiency in English. In con-
trast. in Cadet colleges the
standard ol English is quite
good because here the good
students are enrolled and a
hemely atinosphere for learn-
ing English is made available
Irem, the very beginning of

' thel{‘ adhnission.

The resul ol banishing
compulsory English from De-
gree classes and discourage-
ment of taking English as a
medium of instruction, English
al the tiniversity level has
greally deteriorated.’ Here, the
students lace problems due to
the lack of necessary books
written in Bangla. They end up
collecting prepared answers in
Bangla from their seniors, and
pass. the examination without
comprehending Lhe subject
matter ‘properly and some-
times even without seeing the
face of a text book. But, Uni-
versity gracduates who have a
good command of written and
spoken English occupy better
and superior positions in Gov-
ernment and Non-government
jobs. and also enjoy hlgjler SO~
cial status.

Translation

The trinslation from Eng-
lish and viwee versa has not gai-
ned much momentum. greatly
due 1o the hnguistic barriers
that exist. In translating and
writing Bangla medium books
on Lhe latest developments in
various disciplines, we need

scholars uadept in both
languages.
Teaching of English in

The teaching of English In
Bangladesh is highly ineflfective
because students in an English

class expect everything to be
explained in Bangla. But the
system of learping a language
should be otherwibe.

In Bangladesh., English is
taught as a second language.
But the pity is that most stu-
dents take it as a subject only,
and not as a language. The re-
sult is loss of fascination for
learning a foreign language. [t
is also disappointing that the
teachers of English are not
well-trained in Bangladesh. So
many of 'the English teachers
remain unaware of the latest
developments of the English
language. In spite of our asso-
ciation with English from the
British period., the average
level of performance in the
language is alarmingly low. Our
achievement in English, espe-
cially in oral communication. is
very poor compared to many
Asian and African countries

‘whose entry into the English

language has been much more
recent than ours.

In Bangladesh more than
sixly per cent of those who
teach English at the secondary
level have no professional
knowledge and competence.
English_is offered at the Pri-
mary Training Institutes of
teachers, but very few trainees
take it seriously. As a Pesult, -
more than 90 per cent of the
primary teachers who have to
teach English do so without

‘any professional background.

In college and University
teachers believe that since
they teach literature and not
language, they do not need any
training. They remain compla-
cent about what they teach
without caring much about
how they teach and why they
teach. Whether we teach lan-
guage or literature, we must
teach language first. The
medium through which the
content or the subject matter
is to be presented is of vital
importance and of primary
concern if we want any real
learning to take place.

We must shake off all
doubts about language and lit-
erature being regarded sepa-
rate entities. In the present si-
tuation of Bangladesh language
must come first, and it is the
basis for and gateway to all
higher education, including
the study of literature. In
world communication we need
the language first. not the lit-
erature.

In conclusion, we admit
that we must put our best ef-
forts into the development of
our mother tongue. But at the
same time English should also
be taught at schools, Colleges
and Universities to supple-
memt our knowledge in (hose
technical matters that cannot
at Lhe present 1ime be done in .
the vernacular. Our need lor
English should not blind us of
our prime duty to our own lan-
guage, but at the same time we
must not nurture any resent-
ment against English as being

a foreign language. The status
of English in Bangladesh

should be higher than ever in
order to maintain global links,
as a means of Iinternational
communication, and to enrich
us a nation by providing infor-
mation and knowledge that
would ether wise be lost to us.
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Eating Can Also
Be An Education!

Over 22,000 children in over 500 non-formal primary
schools throughout northern Bangladesh have been receiv-

ing practical nutrition education

strations organised by RDRS (Rangpur Dinajpur
Service) in conjunction with the Department
ture Extension’'s Crop Diversification !

cheaply avaiable to try to influence their and their fami-

lies " future diets for the better.

Technology as a Learning Tool

Explored by Educators

by Perla Aragon-Choudhury | q

CHOOLTEACHERS in li'l'lt‘~
Philippines used to be
reverently called by Lhe
Spanish tithes "Maestro™ "Maestra’,
"Belore the war the teacher
was glorified.” says Mr Minda
Sutaria. director of the Manila-
based Southeast Asian Minis-
ters of Education Organization
Regional Centre for Educa-
tional Innovation and Technol-
ogy (SEAMEO-INNOTECH).

She spoke to Depthnews
after chairing one of the ses-
sions of a conference held re-
cently in Manila by the [nter-
national Association ol Univer-
sity Presidents (IAUP).

During the American Occu-
patien ol Lthe Philippines,
Grade 7 graduates were sulli-
ciently qualified to teach
pupils only slightly younger
than t(hemselves., Dr Sultaria
hersell. then age 16. started
her teaching career just when
that era was ending. .

"Teaching then gave you a
stable. post. prestige, a com-
fortable life and a good
amounts of purchasing power.
But things changed after the
war.”

The former undersecretary
of education and professor of
the University of the Philip-
pines’ College of education
explains- that honour graduates
no longer aim for further ex-
pertise by going intg teacher
training institutions, Their
time is taken up augmenting
dwindling income with buy-
and-sell sidelines. Worse, many
have abandoned the profession
altogether to work abroad as
belter paid nannies or house-
help.

Dr Sutaria can only shake
her head over how teachers
are overworked and underpaid
clespite the 1987 Philippine
Constitution's guarantee that
education will get the highest
priority.

Yel selflessness continues
to shine through. There are
still the likes ol Professor
Norma Simbulan. biology grad-
uate and social science tea
cher, who leads colleagues in a
state-owned agricultural colle-
ge in an outreach programme
to remote villages.

In-a town in northern
Philippines. nun Angela Bar
rios has learned to live wilh
the fear ol being unable to
meei the high interési raies of
banks, as long as she can con-
tinue to modernize! the St Paul
University Graduate School so
it could turn t competent
professors anﬂc&‘ca{lemici in
nursing, the physical sciences
and business.

The two school officials had

been helped in tReir task by
audio-video, co ter and
telecommunications technolo-

gies in varying degrees. They
came to the IAUP conference
o learn further about school-
based uses of electronic com-
munications technology.

Close 10 200 participants

| came [rom the Philippines,

Japan, Taiwan, Thailand, In-
donesia. Singapore. South Ko-
rea. Mexico, Puerto Rico, Rus-
sia, the United. States and
Ghana

All wanted to know how to
respond to the challenge of

delivering education effectively

and to as many people as pos-
sible through technological ad-

vVarnwes.

The Pacific Basin is a prime
concern of the IAUP, said as-
sociation president Dr. Kan-
ichi Miyaji in welcoming the
university presidents. rectors
and heads of higher education
institutions and organizations.

Believing that the area Is
vital to the future of hu-
mankind, the IAUP created in
1991 a Commission for Human
Resource Development for the
Pacific Basin Countries.

"The resources develop-

A report nm
challenge of deli-
vering education
effectively and to
as many people as
possible

technological
advances

-

ment challenge of the impend-
ing 21st century is particularly
relevant to the Basin's educa-
tional institutions called upon
to prepare the youth and hu-
man resources of the region to
meet the challenges of the
next century,” the Philippines”
Dr Helena Benitez told the
conference.

Dr Beniiez chairs the IAUP
Southeast Asia Council and the
Board of Trustees of the Phili-
ppine Women's University
(PWU), conference host and
the first university for women
in Asia founded by Asians in
1919.

The value and worth of
teachers was reiterated in one
workshop by Shelly Weinstein,
president And chief executive
officer of Washington DC's Na-
tional Education Telecommu-
nications/ Educational Satellite.
“In the foreseeable luture, tra-
ditional forms of pedagogy will
continue to exist alongside
new technologies. The teacher
will remain important.” she

said.

Dr Sutaria, who chaired the
session. called for community-
based programmes that de-
velop a teacher-friendly atmo-
sphere and for guidance and
vocations counsellors to pre-
sent to graduating high school

students a good image ol
teachers

This prompted Dr Eddie
Kuo, sociologist and founding

dean of the School of Comimu
nication Studies of Nanyang
Technological University to
point out © "Our schools in Sin

_th rough

gapore play videotapes show-
ing model teachers — often-
times male ones too”,

"We should the de-

Braid, president and dean of
Manila’'s Asian Institute of’
Journalism and president of
the Foundation for Continuing
Education. |

She added: tech-
nical assistance and profes-
sional training may help over-
come barriers to the effective
use of in educa-
tion but let's also look for user-
friendly technologies.”

Jesuit priest Raul J Bonoan,

t of a university in
central Philippines, agreed
that technologies can indeed
make schools centres of excel-
lence but cautioned against
neglecting the lack of very ba-
sic facilities such as good
roads.

"From Naga City, | can call
anyone of you direct. But to
contact the family of a sick
student in the next town, I

have to send a messenger.” he
said. '

Brother Andrew Gonzalez,
president of one of Manila's
premier universities, singled
out the problems of multiplic-

ity of language, inadequate in-

frastructure for Internet or
electronic mail, and unreliable
power systems even in the
Metro Manila area.

But these did not daunt the
participants. 149 of them from
the Philippine Assoclation of
State Universities and Col-
leges. "Give us the tools and
the training,” many of them
asked.

Keynote speaker President
Fidel] Ramos had ordered all
state colleges and universities
to coordinate with the Philip-
pine Educational Telecommu-
nications Consortium for such
pummm}u.

Among ongoing initiatives
harnessing technology for lea-
ming is Channel 36, a part-
nership between PWU and
ABS-CBN's Sky Cable for edu-
cational television. Starting this
schoolyear., a foundation hea-
ded by Senator Edgardo Ang-
ara will air programmes on
science education for teach-
ers over the government's

Channel 4.

A science education pro
gramme for grade school chil-
dren which teachers may also
walch is Sine skuwela (school
on screen). The show is rating
well on commercial TV de-
spite its instructional thrust
and its mid-moming time slot.
reported Regina Loperz-Roy.
president of ABS-CBN Founda-
tion. dnc and a ceonlerence
panelist
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