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ID Card Issue

Do we have time to issue computerised ID
cards to six crore (60 million) vuterl'? Or is six-
month not enough? differ, as it does on

every important issue under the sun, anywhere in
the world, and ially in . The dif-

ference between erse views in and

elsewherte is that, here we all talk on basis of
seldom on

facts. To make thi f us talk

from our own san not

that the current controversy about whether or

not we are in a position to issue computerised ID

impressions and 'guesstimates’ and
ngs worse, many o
perspective
about what is good for the nation. We are

card is beginning to fall into such a trap. The
‘can do' group are making brave claims but are
not coming up with that we

can examlne, judge and dec upon. The 'we
oup is even worse. There is no attempt
to rmrirfactsur ments as to why we can-
mt go for ID cards, except saying that six-month
is, too short to register six crore
As of Thursda . EC a
go ahead part , if not fully,
project. We support it. But for the debate that has
gone on so far, we have two objections to the
state of the debate. First is that we are losing
time as we arc arguing, and this we have been
for more than a year now. If the work got

the parliament m it mandatory to give ID
card to voters, we would have been well within
time to complete the job by now. Second, we ob-
ect to the 'all or no tone of the arguments.

ose who are saying that we do not have enough
time to finish the whole job, should at least say
how much of the job can be finished within the
time that is available, 80% or 75% or may be
even less. We are of the view that the work must
start right now. If we miss this opportunity to get
the system- of ID card going, then this work will
get postponed till the next election: All con-
cerned must understand that there are lots of
other uses of ID ecards. Once we start getting our

voters into some sort of data base, this will have a

tremendous impact on all sorts of pro-
cess. It will enable us to be much more precise
e will

and tarlgeted to in our social planning.
have a far better idea of resource needs and allo-
cation.

Therefore we suggest that if not for the total
64 districts, we should introduce the ID cards for
as many districts as we can. Alternatively we
should at le:asttrytﬂdommalltl‘l:urbanm

of the coun Undcr no cireumutunce should
we ahﬂndnn

Km'balasGalm

We well imagine what Chi
through now. Be tradi the situ-
ation a karbala. For some time past Dhaka has
been having its_pockets of karbala without
respite. The phenomenon of water su pipes
drying up without notice and contin its dry

spell indefinitely for hours and even days — has
lately started its Chittagong stint. The malady is
well understood in Water collection and
supply is far short of what Dhaka indeed needs
for its nearly eight million residents. A plummet-
ing ground water level has effected a hurting out
on that already deficit water uction quanta.
Without ing for run water you cannot
call it a city or even a town. Without water it is
with the situation WASA
in Dhaka has followed DESA in distribu its
own kind of loadshedding. This s kind of

suffe has la found a in
iy g P ay e,
see

is going

ednesday morning the unfore-

happcnad. Thé 18-inch diameter pipe car-

treated water-to Chitta burst at a point
called C . Result : a vast area of the city is
water and perhaps has al-
ready fallen a victim to a spreading diarrhoea
a multitude of le is

going without a drop of usable water and the
! andntherchrtyandnpenmsmirsufwa-
ter are taxedintncxﬁncﬂnnhyamassof

lf: in frenzy

ha?en any day in Dhaka. Chittago
has been fi };)are{i for such evmtua]irt?
what about Dhaka‘? How will WASA handle such a
situation here? wouldn't DCC have a hand in
rht . the load Hawcansuchadisasterbe
el
wantthcauthoﬁﬁmtotakethechl
pea-burst as a acc:ording
shc d start lm nl‘;'

eantime things
I: into despair. In the matter of

not to run peo
conservancy arti::ularly in a fast growing

is not just the
shoxﬂdi:mngnmaheadnfth:p
be mindless morons to

thoughts of a healthful setting for life.

Drug Abuse

abuseismﬂmﬂu 'Ih:nmiaalarmh:g

blem unless
devoid of

. but unemphyudm:h wimch a pro-

portion number t
school and college a1I:1|.|di|5=l:|j“ml ts, widespread

unrest and kvdofﬁ'umttlon—aﬂmn—

tribute to a situation thatlandu itself to drug
abuse.-There is yet no
in the country. This w

ernment has not tahen this - seriously
enough. But on the , the
addic:johr? treatment h Chltta%mum

rug r:cn 0
Rajshahi and Khulna. Thus there appears nEe

that we sho
sciousngss to preven
that drug addiction i
be of no consolation for us. Because given our so-
cial condition, occur very fast.

mm thcdhmrwtheﬂtmﬂmhu
drama
So we say

to do. We -

¢.gegtw.'

ITH the countrys

general election dra-

wing close, the poli-
tical arena in Bangladesh see-
ms to be growing brisk. The
signs of the seeming briskness
are as follows : [a) Political
activists ol different political
parties are apparently brewing
and preparing for the next
election baltle (b) large
number of leaders and workers
are seen joining either Awami
League (AL) or BNP (possibly,
because ol their prospects in
the coming election); (c] re-
tired civil and military officials
are entering into politics wear-
ing particular party's hat: (d)
the ever mobile or the “pro-
power  poliliclans are also

reported (o be rushing to buy
AL or BNP sympathy with the

presumptiop that either of
thern would win the next gen-
eral election and (e) the two
chiefs, Begum Khaleda Zia and
Sheikh Hasina Wazed are found
travelling wide and promising
wild in their public meetings
which are growing in numbers.
It is. however. not Lo argue
that other political parties are
not warmming up for the next
election but their probability of
winning the election is proba-
bly not deemed high and
hence seem to attract not
much attention [rom the join-
“™ More May be Worse
The more supporters a po-
litical party has, the higher is
the probability of its doing well
in an election. Ipso facto. po-
litical parties tend to deploy
different tactics to lure more
supporters, especially those

Red Hot Anger Across the US West

Politics To-day : When Prudence is Pasted-up

mcmmmm,mmmm nnmm,hin 'pr-dnlt'
political parties to secure their 'berths’ ... But the leaders of such 'major’ parties count only
‘quantity’ rather than ‘quality’ of the political immigrants.

might face in future. Many of cdgre on this has aiready been

capable of wirming a seal in re-
speclive constituencies. Hind-
sight, however. the quality of
such candidates are allegedly
ignored. advertently or inad-
vertently. For example, three
JP MPs are reported to have
joined BNP by crossing the
floor. All of them are alleged
to be products of an autocratic
regime — a regime against
which BNP boasts to have
fought nine yvears. The most
disconcerting ol all is the fact
that one of these three
"deserters” had been one of
the closesi lieutenants of Lt
Gen. HM Ershad. This de-
serting MP is alleged to have
amassed huge wealth and for
which the present govern-
ment. immediately after as-
suining power, sued him. It is

reporied thal few cases are
still chasing him. When he
joined BNP and BTV had to
telecast the ceremony, the na-
tion was bemused and amazed
fo see to what extent an
“uncompromising” chairper-
son of BNP could compromise
on power games. Close at heel,
some other JP leaders. with
more or less the same kind of
history, also were shown to
place their allegiance to BNP.
Thus a mere shift of allegiance
could turn hatred to love in {o-

day’'s politics where prudence
of our political leaders seems
to perish.
AL is to have been
towing the same line. Some of
its recent recruits from JP do
not hold a clean slate either.
In fact., few of them are al-
to have built fortunes
during the last regime. Among
the joiners. some had not been
even distant sympathizers of
AL in the past but in 1995 they

the workers and leaders ac-
cumulated black money dur-
ing the earlier regime. Some
of them escaped during the
199] election and the rest
follow now. if AL and BNP have
to rehabilitate them. just out of
a competitive bidding, then we
must conclude that the pru-
dence of our political leaders

is being pasted up by power
games. They de not, in fact.

BeneaﬂltheSurface
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_by Abdul Bayes

could suddenly discover that
“Bangabandhu” is the archi-
tect of Bangladesh or that only
AL could salvage the nation.
Housing such supporters in AL
camp could, perhaps, do more
harm than good — a real fact
which power game of to-day
may not like to accept.

In fact, what seems to
scare us is not the entry of
these types of politicians to AL
or BNP pelitics as their sud-
den and unnoticed "habitual”
exit — that these two parties

practice what they tend to
preach. But people of this
country are growing matured,
perhaps. at a faster pace than
their “"beloved” leaders are
and on this count only, leaders
might have to pay heavy price
both in the short and in the
long run.

Commit to Breach

Both BNP and AL leaders
are travelling wide and throw-

ing wild promises just to lure
voters. BNP's comparative

Defénding Rural American Dream against
Green and Red Tyranny

The hatred of government underlying the Midwest militias in the spo

tlight as a result of the Oklahoma

City bombing is also evident throughout the rural West. Yet traveling through the region and speaking
with dozens of its people reveals even stronger feelings than hatred, especially an intense love of land
farmed and grazed for generations coupled with a fierce attachment to property rights already evident
in the American battle for independence in 1776.

1S is a war and weTe
choosing up sides.™
Gene Gustin, chair-

A

man of a county public lands .

advisory board in Elko, Nevada,
told a "Win Back the West”
rally here early this year. "This
is about whether we'll live as a

free society. We know it's -

getting close.”

This was not a group of ex-
tremist militia men bent on
overthrowing the US govern-
meni by armed force. No one
was dressed in camouflage. No

1 one carried an automatic

weapon. Instead, -the crowd of
450 — a wash in cowboy hals
and gimme hats — had packed
ihe only movie theatre in this
rural ranching community in

remote northeastern California -

to hear how Nevada's new gen-
eration of Sagebrush Rebels
are fighting federal environ-
mental regulations in Elko.

Driving 200 miles north
from Reno, the nearest
metropeolis. | had come to see
what this spreading grassroots
revolt in the West is all about
and how close it is to violence.
What | found was more of the
desperation. anger and confu-
sion that one hears everywhere
in the rural West today, driven
as much by fierce love of the

land as hatred of the govern-

ment.

The rally was in Jﬂl’luﬂr‘y
1995, three months before the
‘bombing in Oklahoma City. But
it was just over a year after a

| satchel of explosives ripped

through the ceiling of the
Bureau of Land Management
headquarters in Reno. It was
two months before a pipe
bomb exploded at a F‘un:sl

Jon Christensen writes from Alturas, CA

Service office in Carson City.
Nevada. just two blocks from
the state capitol. And it was
deep inlo what many here have
taken to calling "the war [or
the West."

“Why are we here?” Modoc
County District Attorney Hugh
Comiskey asked the crowd.

"Because we realize we're in
danger of losing our claim to
America as a result of govern-
ment developments in the last
20 years. America was made
great by Americans owning and
working their land. All of it is

based on owning a piece of

land, the right to own prop-
erty, the ability to roll up your
sleeves, plan, and get ahead.

Now the dream is so tarnished’

we doubt its existence.”

Comiskey said the rural
American dream is threatened
by federal government regula-
tion driven by an urban envi-
ronmental vision. He described
'a nightmare vision of wilder-
ness and wild lands taking
over public lands, of Sierra
Club volunteers and federal
agents surveying private prop-
erty for endangered species
and riding hard over local
communities, of a United
Nations biodiversity treaty that
would force the elimination of
‘people from half of the United
States.

"Whether we face green
tyranny or red tyranny and ul-
timately face bloodshed is up
to you the people,” he told the
crowd

Dick Carver, a county com-
missioner from Tonhopah,
Nevada, was the main attrac-
tion at this rally. He told the

story of how he got Nye County
‘to pass n:sniuuﬂns laying claim

to all federal land in the
counily. On July 4th last year,
lie commandeered a county
bullidozer to open a road closed
by the US Forest Service in the
Toiyabe National Forest. When
a federal officer tried to stop
him. Carver pressed ahead,
backed by a crowd of armed
local supporters. "All it would
have taken was for him to draw
a weapon and 50 people with
sidearms would have drilled
him,” Carver said to raucous
cheers.

"But it wouldn’t help us or
them for that to happen. Let's

make it work without blood-
shed."

“l think we'd better lock at
this as our last chance,” said
Wayne Hage, a Nevada rancher
who participated in the unsuc-
cessful Sagebrush Rebellion
that sought to turn federal
lands over to the states in the
late 1970s. Hage has sued the
federal government for
“taking” his ranch without

compensating him because the .

Forest Service cut hls grazing
permits.

"The squeeze has come,”
said Hage. "In the last 20
years, the noose is getting
tighter. The goal Is to extin-
guish private rights. It's the
same old battle of 1776 and
before, whether free people
will exist or we'll be serfs un-
der an elite class that is des-
tined to rule.”

Hage helped start an orga-
nization called the National
Federal Lands Conference that
sponsors meetings and rallies
around the West to teach

ranchers how to resist federal
Last fall.

regulations. the

Mahathir

Sir, When an ordinary per-

son passes an adverse remark

against any system or organisa-
tion, none cares. But when a
person of repute holding a
high office makes a comment
against anything. it really mat-
ters!

According
port published recently in the
press, Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Dr Mahathir Mohammad
has lebelled the British Broad-
casting Corporation (BBC] as
'‘born liar'. It may be men-
tioned here that the BBC in
one of its news programmes
criticised the Malaysian gov-
ernment for proceeding with
the Bakum Dam praoject de-
spite claims . that the hydro-
electric power project could
wreck the environment.

Dr Mahathir accused BBC's
of begin, "Congenitally inca-
pable of telling the truth.”
Well, it appears from the above
statermnent that the BBC is mak-
ing propaganda against the
Baku Dam Project in
Malaysia's eastern Sarawak
Sate.

Meanwhile, as an environ-
ment conscious global citizen,
I would request the M an
Mission in Dhaka to release
the total fact-sheet regarding
the Bakum Project to dispel
the confusion arisen in the
minds of the environment-

to an AFP re-

“friendly people may be re-

moved.

M Zuhidul Haque

Assistant Professor
Bangladesh Agricultural In-
stitute,

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207.

Company Law: Who
' cares?

Sir, The new Company Law
994 commissioned from the
Ist of January 1995 states at
Section 192 that, every com-
pany being a limited banking
or insurance company. Oor a
deposit, provident or benefit
society shall, before it com-
mences business and also on
the first Mondays in February
and August of every year during
which it carries on business,
make a statement of its share
capital, issued shares and calls
received and assets and liabili-
ties as at 31st December and
30th June (as per the form in
Schedule XII. or as near)
which shall be displayed and.
uritil the display of the next
following statement, kept dis-
played together with a copy of
the last audited balance sheet
laid before the members, in a
conspicuous place at the regis-
tered office of the company
and in every branch office or
place where the business of

the company is carricd on,
This section however, shall
not apply to a Life Insurance

Company or Provident Insur-
ance Soclety to which the pro-

—
OPINION

visions of the Insurance Act
1938 (Act IV of 1938) or any
other insurance law as regards
to annual statements apply and
consequently complied with,
but apparently should be ad-
hered to by all the scheduled
banks and general insurance
companies and their hnnﬂnﬂ
including

goes on
to say: If a company on which
the provision on making and
displaying the statement ap-
plies makes default in comply-
ing with the requirements, the
company and every officer who
knowingly and willfully autho-
rises or permits the default
shall be liable to a penalty of
not exceeding Tk 100 for each
day of such default.

Now can any one help me
finding any institution con-
cerned complying with such
an important provision of the
law, be it local or multina-
tional? And can any one care to
add the amount of unrealised
revenue on account of fines
from the com and their
every defaulting official? The
bell is there and also the cats,
but who cares to 'bell the cat'?

Yawer Sayeed

. life. If they

. gpurselves

group's newsletter encouraged

Westerners to form militias 1o

defend their communities and
land. "Everybody has the right
to defend what is theirs, " Hage
said. "It has to be done indi-
vidually. You can't expect the
government to do it. We as in-
dividuals have to stand up and
be counted.”

As the rally broke up, .l
went to talk to a group of
eighth graders from a nearby
school, all from ranching fami-
lies. "When it gets to destroy
our life it gets personal.” said
Spencer Smith. "It's our way of
take it away, we
don't have anything. Everybody
wants to have something of
your own to talk about. Our
ranch, that's what we pride
on." "It's the
American Dream,” said Connor
Nolan. "They're pushing il to
the ,point where we have to
stand up.

However, he continued "I
don't want to sit back while
they annihilate our way of life,
If they look positive, mayhe we
can come up with some ccm-
pfomise.” "We have to,” said
Spencer Smith. "The land is
for all of us. If says in the
Constitution. I don't think it

will get that far — to a war or

confrontation.”

1 left the rally taking a small
measures of hope from the
willingness of these yourlg
Westerners to consider the
possibility of compromising
with the larger world. But this
tentative optimism was ac-
companied by a growing fear
that their small hopes would
be overwhelmed by the con-
frontations to come.

— Paédific News Service

JON GHRISTENSEN is the
Great Basin Regional Editor for
High Country News. a bi-
weekly paper based in Paonia,
Colo. This article is adapted
Jrom a special issue of High
Country News (April 3) de-
voted to the GreatBasin

eroded due to the non-fulfil-
ment of many of its earlier
promises viz. autonomy for
TV/Radio. separation of Judi-
ciary from Executive. fair input
and output prices to farmers’
corruption-free society eic.
With these unfinished agenda.
the BNP chairperson and her
entourage have been making
yet a lot of monetary comumit-
mernits which might upset the
hard earned macro-stability
and fiscal discipline. BNFP's
election pledges seem to carry
more weight than its pledges
to reforms and hence discon-
certing episodes might awail
the nation after the election.
AL is also not ng far
behind. Some of ils election
pledges do not seem to follow
from careful judgements. For
example. how could AL, If
voled to power, subsidize agri-
culture sector or farmers?
Will the subsidy be meant for a
part of agriculture or for a sec-
tion of farmers? What would
be the cost and benefit of such
subsidy? These and many
other such promises need
clarification. By and large. the
election promises of both BNP
and AL do not seem to be
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Lordy, Lordy

W

racking for people

HILE politics does make strange bedfellows.
also scare the heck out of you. It is

like me. The Republican Puty

ll can

and o majority of its presidential candidates are now
shimmying between the sheets with the Christian Coalition.
And there is some debate about whether the Coalition has
caplured the hearts and minds of the GOP.

So | went to the Republic Party headquarters to get some

guidance.

Do you have to be a Christian to be a member of the

Republican Party?

The man looked up the answer in a very thick book. "Not
necessarily. You can qualify for a walver if you have a letter

from Phil Gramm. Bob Dole and Newt Gi

ngrich.”

| breathed a sigh of relief. “Thank God."

"Not so fast,” he said.
(o ahead.”
"Do vou believe in God?"

Of course,” | told him.

"1 still need to give you a test."

"I'm a registered voter.”

‘Do you believe in the same God that Pat Robertson

believes in”™" _
"Which God is that?”

"The one who tells you how much

to send in to

Robertson so he can carry out the Lord's work.”
‘I'm not sure, but I'll check on its when | say my prayers

tonight.”

“Sinee vou are not a Christian, how do you feel about school

prayer?”

‘I don't think a person can belong to a Christian political

party and not be in favour of it."
The man was checking off

stand an school vouchérs,
send their
ones?’

my responses. "Where do you
which would enable
children to Christian schools instead of public

parenis to

“If it will help the party, I'm for them.”

"What aboul government support for the arts?"

‘I put that in the same category as abortion. | am opposed
to il except in the case of rape or incest."

"Do you believe in the death penalty?”
'l am agajnst the liberals who are trying to keep us from
hiding concealed weapons in our underpants.”

The man said. "Now some basics. If we let you join the
party. will you promise to go to church on Sunday, or tune in
to Pat Robertson's TV show, where he will give you the word
on how the good Lord wants you to vote?”

"Of course. | will. And if I miss Robertson, I'll watch Jerry
Falwell. 1 may not be a Christian, but | love TV evangelists,
particularly when they beg for big bucks. Have | passed the

test?”

"You have to appear before the Republican Christian
Coalition Admittance Board, which is made up of right-wing

lalk show hosts. If they approve of you, you will be expected
to make a large donation to the Newt Gingrich political

action committee.”
Il
Christian Republigans?”

join will I be treated with the same respect as

Naturally. we are the party of all the people, except for
liberals and atheists. Once you're in, you will be given the

some opportunity as lifelong republicans to buy a table at the
next Alfonse [)'Amato birthday dinner.”

By warrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and
UNE

The Standards of Politicians' Criticism

A cursory analysis, even by
educaled laymen of the stan-
dards of adverse criticism
adopted by most of our politi-
cal leaders (leaving aside the
sycophants whose level is
predictable). reveals that the
standard is low. based on
cheap rhetorics. negative crit-
icism. personal altacks, and
vague and generalised accusa-
tlons. On the other hand, con-
structive ‘criticisin Ils almost
entirely absent. The refrain is
simple : "Don't bother what we
are dr,:lng See what you are do-
ing."

The other point to note is
that there is hardly any im-
provement in the game in the
present generation ol leaders,
compared (o the old guards,
who groomed them. Neither
the style of politics has
changed, nor the level ol criti-
cism. The change Il any, is
conlined 1o one of degree than
of kind

Why this stagnation in this
political sector. when the
business sector is vibrating

M M Ahmad
with dynamic enthusiasm? The
latter also complain, but con-

structively, with practical lists
ol proposed measures, (o In-
crease investment and export.

The continued absence of
any ‘development” in our polit-
ical leadership is appalling.
The public apathy on the issue
is significant; there is hardly
any public discussion or outecry
on this low level of political
gamesmanship in our country
How to break this vicious cir-
cle? The dirty politics is on’
again on the eve ol the next

" generdl eleciions. May be mud-

slinging comes naturally to us
in this land of rain. rivers, and
Mloods. The dryness of the
Farakka Barrage cannot return
to dust the celestial egos of the
political mastaans (here the
word mastaan is used in the
positive and, literary sénse,
meaning intoxicated with
puower, status o1 position)
History gives a clue Lo Lhe
possible « auses of this degen
eration. Lack of practice due

exisient

so«clally
(mehmandart or Khaatir con-
tinnuwes in the form ol enslaved
freedom

may go. but | go on ki ever’

(Tennyson, the Brook) /

lo the absence ol playing-field.
Our sincere politicians were
regularly sent on long forced
liolidays by successive benevo-
lent despots (standing in the
queue), whose entries and ex-
its bore some similarity. How
to run a marathon when out ol
practice. How to practice,
when to praatice, where to
praetice. and where is the
time (to remove the accumu-
lated garbage]? The eleciorate
walch from the shore the pil-
grim's progress over the tidal
waters, Some see ducks, some
kochuripana. No ship of state
in sight.

The healthy wvoter was
forced to visit hospitals for the
treatment of all kinds of non-
diseases: but the
never received the hospitality
he deserved, politically and
The same (reatment |

"Men may coaw w1
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