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N Lhe eighties and nine-
ties the joint tamily sys-

tem is no doubt seeing a
decline but the problems and
embarrassment of the in-laws
persist and are likely to do so
for decades (0o come. Even in
the progressive West, the
mother-in-law is often seen as
the tyrannical figure, while the
daughter-in-law, or even the
spineless son-in-law. is still
the oppressed personality in
the domestic drama, as deli-
neated in the prototype come-
lies like as in the seventies TV
comedy series "Bewiiched”.

One young divorcee, a mili-
tant women's lib, worker by
now, having the nerves and
confidence (o contemplate
plunging into a second mar
riage outside her own eommu-
nity remarks, "l was treated
like some caltle which my in-
laws had bought as the cliche
goes, and which had the right
to survive only as long as it
obeyed the dictates of the
omniscient and all-perfect
sisters, aunts and cousins in-
law. apart from the well mean-
ing but interfering parents.”

"When | asserted my rights
as an equal partner in mar-
riage. who should be allowed
toe conduct her life to the best
of her knowledge., and without
intending to hurt anyone's
feelings. or deprive anyone of
her integral rights, | was ins-
tantly condemned as a bad
bargain and the black sheep of
my new family. My in-laws wo-
uld have liked to have com-
plete control of my decisions,
Soth in my private affairs and
public life. as if | were some
‘nignog” pawn in their chess
board. Since | felt it necessary
to. assert mysell and to flout
their hypocrisies and selfish
ways., | was condemned as a
foul shrew, who was hell bent
in destroying their darling son
and twisting his sense of values
and outlook. Envious of my
simple, uncomplicated pattern
of existence, they even worked
on my young children, promis-
ing them wild fantasies, spoil-
ing them in the process. This
is although. today. my little
wws can't naturally bear to be
parted from me, and come
home unhappy and ill-tem-
pered. having spent a regi-
mented week-end wiih their
father. and my ex in-laws every
week.,” the frank young thing
narrates.

The Mother-in-Law Bogey

by Fayza Haq

Can the modern Bangladeshi woman, with her penchant for a career drive,
university education, and her ungquestionable elan vital cope with the unavoidable
"slings and arrows' that may sometimes ensue from the in-laws? She obviously,
often, has to placate, pander to, and play-act with them, according to reports. Yes,
there is also the other side of the picture, where a new female individual from, more
often than not, a different social, economical and cultural background has to be
absorbed into the fold of the in-laws themselves. However, more often than not,
whether the marriage be a love match or an arranged one, it does not necessarily
have "and they lived happily ever after’ finale of marriages, as the formative fairy-
tales, at school are read out to the girl-child. All marriages are a gamble, say some
psychiatrists. Yet the hackneyed concept, the ideal for the eastern woman is to
marry, fall in love, and later pay homage to her male, is sometimes too much of a

naive to swallow whole for our wives.
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A bitter mother of three
growing children, who works
Irom eight to six for a living. as
her husband was once inca-
pacitated, says about her mo-
ther-im-law, "She is there only
to point out my faults and to
say that I'm not looking after
her son as he deserves, when
he has his occasional bouts of
illness. She refuses to help out
with minding the children,
when | go to work and they
have to be at the mercy of the
neighbours. She has her se-
cond husband as the perpetual
excuse for her lack of interest
in the upbringing of her
grandchildren. However, when
Asif, my husband, is now
better, and has a job of a sort,
she insists in practically living
with us,-and finding faults with
the running of the house, as if
| were the bonded maid of the
house and not its mistress.”
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Another perplexed and
frustrated young woman, who
has married outside her com-
munity, and without the ap-
proval of her in-laws, narrates
with choked feelings and tears
in her eyes, "Salim's mother
has asked me to leave behind
my son, and to go back home
with my baby daughter, the
second child. She has objected
to my occasional cups of coffee
and a cigarette or two. No one
points out her addition to the
paan or the hookah. She is like
some unquestioned Juno of the
house and repeatedly poisons
Salim's mind against me with
one complaint or another. The
repeated crushing criticism
not only reduces me to smi-
thereens but piles up endless
doubts in his mind". _

A happier and luckier
housewife, who stays with her
in-laws, Nigar Hussain, has this

to comment about married life,
“There is the nonstop and cut-
throat competition between
one daughter-in-law and an-
other. A wife is valued for the
expensive trousseau and dowry
that she brings with her. Her
parentage and her ability to
produce healthy male heirs is
as much an obsession today as
in the medieval times".
"Should her husband be the
favourite of the family, the
slighted mother-in-law and the
brothers and sisters of the
voung man feel that the new
wife in the family has snatched
away their darling, and that
she has replaced the in-laws in
his assessment. They are jeal-
ous of the new-comer with her
new clothes, her fine hair, wee
waist and her manicured han-
ds. Very few young wives can
prove to be the life and spirit
of the [amily, despite having

been a vivacious teenager and
the life of every school or
college gathering before her
marriage. Not all in-laws are
understanding or cultured
enough to have the newcomer
in the family have her own
way, no matter how harmiless
that might be," she comments
further.

"Some of the independent
spirited college and university
educated wives are lucky
enough to have their husband
to themselves, should the
young man have a job as a doc-
tor, or an engineer aboard. But
these lucky few can be counted
on finger tips," observes an-
other disgruntled and con-
fused wife, who, still paranoid
of her in-laws, after eleven
years of marriage. "Aslam my
husband, is bothered about the
marriages of his numerous
sisters, the foreign training of
his brothers, and husbands of
his sisters — who literally live
off him, and make a despicable
sucker out of him day after
day, as he has an eternally soft
corner for his family”.

"It appears, in comparison
that his own children occupy a
secondary place in his heart
and mind. He is even gulled
into maintaining a Mercedes
for his dilettante younger
brother Ashgar. while he him-
self drives a small Austin, and
even pays for this loathsome
first wife's alimony. And when
my in-laws are invited to my
children's birthday, as usual,
do not even bother to bring
along Tk 50 worth of sweets as
a mark of affection. Who can
believe that they can be so ut-
terly callous and selfish? She
comments without meaning to
purposely malign anyone but
merely give a candid portrayal
of her side of the in-law pic-
ture”,

There is no running away
from this common in-law con-
frontation. Wives have to be
more tolerant, hard-skinned
and ready for any pitched bat-
tle of a devious or open nature.
Women can't possibly, in this
day and age, swallow their
identity, or forget their indi-
viduality by being a pale incon-
sequential shadow of their
husbands or a puppet in their
strings. They can only learn
how to make it in the struggle
for survival.

| Perming Hair

by Blossom Kochhar

ODAY'S new perms are

I professionally designed

for the active, on-the-
go lifestyle,

There is a special perm for
every individual, depending on
the texture, condition and
style of the hair. Every perm
can and should be as individual
as your own hairstyle and
lifestyle.

Any perm can give you
curls. but successful restruc-
turing of the hair necessitates
the expertise of a professional
cosmetologist. Their knowl-
edge and experience is essen-
tial in determining exactly
what technique is required to
create the look designed just
for you. :

- The advantages of permed
hair are numerous. The fin-
ished perm offers the wearer
adaptability and versatility. The
hair benefits from the support
of a prolessional body wave.

both aesthetically and func-
tionally.

How Often Should One
Have a Perm?

As the name implies, curl is
permanently waved in the hair.
Although the curl may relax a
little after shampooing and
day-to-day wear, it will never
entirely go away. As the hair
grows and you have your hair
cut, your perm will be cut off.
The new growth from the
scalp will be straight and on
the average, most people need
a new perm, every 3 to 4
months. When your hair does
not hold the style you desire,
lacks body, then it is time for a
perm.

The Difference Between a
Salon And a Home Perm

A salon perm is different

from a home perm in that
most perm lotions contain
chemicals that damage hair
when used by inexperienced
users and frequently result in
underprocessing — that is lit-
tle or no wave. Your stylist,
however, has the technical
knowledge and expertise to
know exactly which strength
of perm solution, rod size, and
wrapping technique is best for
your hair and hairstyle.’

How Long Does the
Service Take?
With today's busy lifestyles,

the busy woman is hesitant to
allow time for a perm. Once

the decision is made te have ]
perm, allow from 1 to 2
hours for the serv?bci Thg
largest part of the service and
one of the most important is
the wrapping of the hair on
the perm rods. Do not try to
rush your stylist: some wrap-
ping techniques can take as
long as one hour,

Does natural Curly Hair
Require a Permanent Wave?

People with curly hair do
get perms, to re-direct the
natural curl into a more man-
ageable pattern or to achieve a
particular look or style and to
even out the curl. Also if you
would prefer a smoother, less
curly look, a perm on larger
rods can reform the curl into a
larger smoother curl pattern.
Your professional cosmetolo-
gist is trained to redirect your
curl pattern the way you want
it to be.

Some Cautions on
Permanents

1. There is no reason why
anyone cannot have a
perm. However, if you
have skin abrasiveness or
scalp irritation, it is advis-
able to tell your stylist and
wait until they are healed
before proceeding with
the service.

2. Some medications build
up on the hair shaft affect-
ing the results of the
perm.

3. Some people who have
abused their hair will need
a series of treatments
prior to a perm service;

and
4. Always consult your pro-
l[essional cosmetologist

who will advise you about
the proper procedures.

FTER Computing the

results of a [live-city

survey of personal ads, |
have evidence that may help
answer the guestion so many
New Yorkers ask themselves
on Velentine's Day: Why am |
gong home alone tonight?

Expect for an Hawailan is-
lands settled as a leper colony.
no other place in America has
such a concentration of solitary
souls. Forty eight per cent of
the households in Manhattan
consist of people living alone, a
figure twice the national aver-
age and exceeded only by that
other island. Molakai. Many of
these single people are here
only briefly — they find a part-
ner and [lee o the suburbs —
but many remain alone. In
Manhattan nearly one fifth of
the women over 45 have never
married. the highest ratio of
any American country.

As their mothers will gladly
attest. a lol of these single
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Picky, Picky, Picky

by John Tierney

New Yorkers are the sort who
shouldn't have any trouble
finding a partner. Manhattan is
a magnet lor people with
intelligence. talent. money and
good looks gualities that
have traditionally insured
success in the mating game. So
why do they have so much
irouble? My theorv. developed
in vears of field research
before being lested in the
personal-ad survey. is that
single New Yorkers are
singularly picky. They are
afflicted with what | can think
of the Flaw-O-Matic You can
think of the Flow-0O- Malic as
an inner voice. a little whirring
device inside the brain. that
instantly spots a fatal flaw in
any potential malte

This pheaomenon, while
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The “dhoti” shalwar from 90 may still be sported with
penache in '95. Cowurtesy: "Rivaaz International

most prevalent in New York. is
found in other places, too, and

| happened Lo get my firsi
clear sighting of it on "Love
Connection, the television
show leaturing couples just
back from their first date. As |
recall the scene even the
placid host. chuck Woolery,
seemed surprised by one con-

testant s report:
"Well, it started oul great,”

the young man began. "She
opened the door and she
looked fantastic — beautiful

face, great body, nice smile.
Everything was going fine —
until she turned around.” He
paused ominously and shook
his head

"Chuck,” he said sadly, "she
had dirty elbows."

And that was that. The guy
went through with the rest of
Lhe date, but he knew the re-
latonship was doomed.

Watching him, my first in-
stinct was (o suggest that
Llhere might be some way for
the two of them to work it out
— maybe some couples therapy
and a little soap and waler —
but then [ realized that it
wouldn t matter. He'd just find
something else. He sounded
oo much like the single
riends |'d been hearing in
New York explain why their
latest relationship had gone
wrong.

"She
Goethe .’

‘How could | take him seri-
ously after seeing The Road
Les Traveled' on his book-
shelf?”

“If she would just lose-

Sure, he's a partner, but
s not a big firm. And he
wears these short black socks.

These New Yorkers all
sounded like victims of their
Flaw-O-Matics, aithough none
of them would admit to having
one. No one ever does. During
my years living alone | always
knew that my own require-
INENLs In a Wolllan Were per-
lectly reasonable — all | wanted
was a nice novelist/astronaut
with a background in fashion
modeling. But | could see that
others needed help. One
evening. in a Japanese restau
rant with my friend Eugene,
we noticed heads turning
nearby. A sveite blond woman
was being escorted to her
table. Eugene took a quick
sidelong glance at her and gave
a bored shrug

“Your basic blonde ™ he said.

| was still staring. "1 dont
see how you can call her a ba-

mispronounced

sic blonde,” |1 said to Eugene. 4
You must have one of the new*

digital Flaw-O-Matics." Hel
glanced at her again.
‘'She's not even a real

blonde.” he said. "You can see
her roots.’

Five minutes later, the
woman was joined by a man
whom we recognized as Alec
Baldwin. Suddenly we realized
who the woman was.

"Well," Eugene said, "when
the Flaw-O-Matic starts reject-
ing Kim Basinger, maybe it's
time to get it recalibrated.”

In an attempt to guantify
New Yorkers Flaw-O Matics. |
tumed to New York magazine's
"Strictly Personals”™ ads, whose
spirit was best captured by an
ad beginning: "Not willing to
settle? Neither am [ 1" It was
placed by a woman who "Loves
all NY has to offer" — except
any New Yorker who is not
handsome, successful, over 5
foot 9. and between 29 and 35
She and her fellow advertisers
could find flaws in most of the
planet's population sight un
seenn. One woman required a
man over 5 foot 10 who played
polo. A bachelor sought a
“cosmopolitan., earthy., high-
positive-energy. curvaceous,
simpatica woman. 35-42, who
has resolved her control drama
(I mean it!)."” A lawyer, after
listing 21 requisite qualities in
his "princess,” said he was

astonished” to find himsell
unattached

Were people in the rest of
America like this?” | randomly
picked a page ol personal ads
from three issues of New York
from the past year and com-
pared the ads with pages in
corresponding issue of the city
magazines of Beston
Baltimore, Chicago and Los
Angles. The New Yorkers were
easily the pickiest. The average
ad in New York listed 5.7 cri-
teria required in a partner
significantly more than se
ond-place Chicago s average
(4 1 criteria)] and about twice
the average for the other three
cities.

But while New Yorkers
were going to such lengths to
spell out their partners’ guali
ties, they were strangely reti
cent in describing their own
virtues. On average they listed
only 3.6 of their own gualities
— fewer than the figure for any
of the other cities. whose
combined average was 5.1,
Everywhere else the singles
were more interested in de-
scribing themselves than their
fantasy partners — they wanted
o impress prospeciive males.
New Yorkers weren't trying to
win others hearts. They were
to busy issuing non-negotiable

dernands
Source: Naeem Moithaimen

Russian Drinkers in Search of the Real Thing

Julia Nunes writes from Moscow

Millions of Russians are turning to foreign brands of their national drink because the mafia is flooding
the market with cheap and sometimes dangerous imitations. And in the topsy-turvy world of the
Russian economy sports clubs and disabled groups have become major importers.

N communist times it
was called "liquid curr-
ency — a product so

dependable it could be traded
for virtually any other goods or
SErvices,

Among a nation of hard
drinkers. vodka has been the
drink of choice for centuries
in Russia,

As Mikhail Gorbachev soon
learned in his lailed attempts
to creak down on alcoholism,
the Russian predilection for
hard liquor. and especially for
vodka. has always proved re-
silient

Today. the average Russian
male consumes half a bottle of
vodka a day. All that is chang-
ing is the price

In Russia's current infla-
tion-ridden market economy,
vodka may be the one product
whose price Is actually falling.

In kiosks across Moscow, a
litre ol Russia's national drink
of choice sells for as little as
one dollar a litre. As salaries
rise and vodka prices fall, a
botile has become one of the
besi bargains in town. Four
years ago, the average Russian
salary could buy 16 litres of
vorddlka a month; today it buys
14 litres.

Prices have been driven
down by a flood of cheap, imi-
lation and sometimes ]J[:ri
sonous vodka.

A lot of our Russian vodka
1s lake.” says Mikhail Berger,
economics editor at the daily
newspaper [zvestia. "The bot-
tles may have water inside or
poisonous  liquor. We know
niany cases where people actu
ally went blind and even died
because t(hey bought this
vodka

The trade in lake vodka Iis
controlled by the mafia. Berger
says, and is flourishing because
ol poor state controls and a
lack of regulations

1T would never drink this.®
says one Russian driver as he
pours a botile of cheap vodka
into his winter windscreen
washer fluid, "My health too
importamn .

The problem for reputable
Russian vodka-makers is that
the imitation product is often
poured into their own bottles,
marked with the labels of such
famous brands as Stolichnaya
and Moskovskaya

Distinguishing the real
brands from the fake can be

| difficult and many Russians

have chosen to stop buyving
domestic vodka altogether.

'l, like many Russians, pre-
fer to buy foreign wvodka.,"
Berger says. "When | see an
Absolut bottle, with a special
seal on it. I trust that it's the
original vodka."

In a country Kknown
throughout the world for the
quality of its national drink,
imported vodka has now
grabbed more than one-quar-
ter of the market. Of the al-
most two billion litres sold
each year, about 500 million
are foreign brands.

Absolut, Finlandia and US-
made Smirnoff have become a

cluded deals worth more than
$3 billion. Vodka is one of
products most often imported
using the tax exemptions.

The flood of tax-free vodka
has drained an important
sources of state revenues and
hurt domestic producers, who
complain their own tax rates
are prohibitively high.

The Kristall distillery in
Moscow is a good example.
One of the biggest and oldest
distilleries in Europe, it has
been making high-quality
vodka since 1901. Today, its
taxes eat up 92 per cent of the
company's profits.

"We are for healthy compe-

tsarist rule, Bolshevik revolu-
tion and communist regimes,
has fallen on hard times.

Production is 30-35 per
cent of capacity, the workforce
has been cut by half in the past
two years and the assembly
lines are operating only three
or four days a week. The one
area of growth is in the export
business, which is now one-
quarter of Kristall's produc-
tion.

"We will continue to in-
crease our exports,” Ermilov
says. "Before we tried to supply
our domestic market first but
now everything has changed.
The taxes make it impossible .

common sight on Russian
store shelves, their prices now
almost as low as the local
product.

Strangely enough, it is
Russian sports organisations
and disabled groups who are
behind the flood of vodka Im-
ports.

In 1993, President Boris
Yeltsin signed a decree allow-
ing these groups to raise funds
by importing and selling goods
without having to pay any cus-
toms duties or sales taxes.

The have taken full advan-
Lages of these tax breaks. Since

the decree was signed, sports
organisafions aloné have cgn-

tition.” says Yurily Ermilov,
Kristall's acting director gen-
eral. "But the problem is the
current tax policy. We would
like our goods to be price

competitive with imported

vodka.
On 1 March, Yeltsin signed

another decree which will re-
voke the tax exemptions
granted to special interest
groups in 1993. But observers
such as Berger worry that the
new decree will not be prop-
erly enforced.

For now, Russian vodka

prices are still the lowest im '

the world. And
plant,

the Kristall
which has survived

to develop at home so we have
lo increase our exports.”

So, as foreign brands flood
inte the country, Russian
brands will be flowing out to
Europe and North America,
beyond the reaches of the
mafia-controlled trade in lmui
tation vodka at home.

And when foreign drinkers
pour themselves a glass ol
Stolichnaya. the enjoy a kind of
certainty on Russian can — the
knowledge that they will be
drinking the real thing.

—Gemini News.

About the Author: Julia
Nunes is a Moscow-based free-
lance journalist.



