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In Search of a Compatible Man — Contmually Considerate

by Syed Magsud Jamil

T s o o ndrequent oo
I currendce or us Lo see that

somw people come [rom
behind to break the queue. and
in indecent hasie siride into
the elevator with an elitist air
Some do it outl ol the smug
feeling that their status gives
them the privilege to do so.
There are people who do it to
show the bravado of mocking
discipline. | tend to believe
that, most ol these offenders.
are perhaps nol conscious
about the importance ol civility
and discipline. in personal and
public lile. Even people who
are aware ol Lhese virtues. act
contrarily. oul ol impatience. It
will not be altogether uniair to
believe Lhal. inany of us are yet
to learn to wait for our turmn.
The habit ol waiting for your
turn comes with civility and
deep respect lor discipline.
These human gualities tell us
to act with great considera-
tion. to show highest restraint
in maintaining decency. and
to treat others rights and
worth with greal respect.

The presence ol these qual-
ities in greal ones, can prove
to be much useful. Because
they serve as good models for
ideal human conduct. An oc-
currence which readily comes
to my mind. involves Harry S.
Truman. the 33rd President
of the United States of Amer-
ica. A gentlemen. Mr. Gene W.
Rosman. narrates the circum-
stances of his meeting with
President Truman by inform-
ing that "While atlending a
business meeting in Washing-
ton D.C. . vears ago. | decided
to go to a Rotary Club lun-
cheon. | arrived late. and the
official greeter rushed me to
the only vacant chair in the
auditorium, at a table just be-
low the speakers table. | sat
down. looked at the colleague
on my left and said "you know
you look jusi like Harry Tru-
man.” | am Harry Truman”,
he replied. "Then what are you
doing sitling down here with
us peons’'? | asked. “"why
aren’t you up al the head table

with the brass ? “"Because”
he said | am a damn demo-
crat.”

Harry Truman was waiting
for his turn. His inherent re-
spect lor decorum did not al-
low his presidential status to
disrupt the norial business of
the mecting. It represents  a
deferenitial attitude 1owards
prupriety. This is one of the
many elements that combine
to make a man of exceptionally

compatibility with the
ciety where he functions, and
the company he keeps. We
given him a name. A gentle-
man, let us proceed to develop
a broader knowledge of this
pleasingly compatible man. A
more proper way would be (o
conduct an enquiry into the
qualities and traits which
make him pleasingly compat-
ible, and endow his personal-
ity with an adorable grace.
The enquiry will appear more
appealing to the imagination, if
we built on an outline of the
profile.

It is necessary that the
compatible man should be con-
tinually considerate. The other
integral features are that he
should take great care in
aveiding unpleasantness, and
should not be author of any
action or pronouncement
which inflicts pain. This is a
reasonably task in a
world where the business of
living, and earning a livelihood
preduce conflicts of different
kinds. Its competitive nature
often degenerates into a lowly
combat. A more depressing
view reflects on it with much

disdain Hamlet is a celebrated
role model of this view. He ob.
serves with much anguish. “Fie
on't ' Ah, fie! tis an unweeded
garden./That grows to seed,
things rank and gross/ in na-
ture /Possess it merely.” The
crealor ol this role model.
Shakespeare, tutors Lady
Macbeth to advise Macbeth,
“your face. my thane, is as a
book where/men/May read
strange matters. To beguile
the/time, /Look like the time;
bear welcome in your/eye/your
hand, your tongue, look like
th' /innocent flower,/But be the
serpent under’t.”

It is easily understandable
that the subscriber of this view
and the follower of this pun-
gent prescription, to all prac-
tical proposition, can not be
continually considerate, the-
refore. cannot avoid unplea-
santness, and will not recoil
[rom inflicting pain. But
Hamlet and Macbeth are
pathological characters who
lived through a perennially foul
weather and perished in
catiustrophic tragedy. Such
circumstances c.a1 not be the
rule of life. Should we not
therefore see what it takes to
be continually considerate, in a
world which is not convulsed
by blood and sword. It is
convenient that, a considerate
man should be at peace with
himself. Inner peace can take
firmer roots. if self estimation
is nourished with a healthy and
benign respect. A, benign
respect for oneself, means a
trust in one's strength in
goodness. It brings a feeling of
security and well-being.
Goodness is a matter of
cultivation. It grows with care
and introspection. Care helps
to develop an  awareness
which seeks welfare for one-
sell, and for others. Introspec-
tion weeds out the vile

thoughts, which warp the
mind, blacken the heart,
harden the soul. As a result,

the inner turmoil dies down
serenity settles.

Stefan Cardinal Wyszaynski
draws a splendid picture of
serenity, when he tells us the
story of a black crow and a
tree. “A black crow sits on
the top of a tall pine tree. Ii
looks around proudly and lets
out a cry of victory. The crow
that noisy apparition, truly be-
lieves that the pine owes ev-
erything to it - the tree’s be-
ing. the tall beauty, its ever
green splendour. ils power in
battling the winds. What un-
canné ! The great benefac-

& a sérene pine tree.
But the pine tree never stirs; it
seems not even to notice the
black crow. Lost in thought, it
stretches the arms of its
branches heavenward. It toler-
ates ils noisy intruder calmly.
Nothing can disturb its
thoughts, its dignity. its seren-
ity. So many clouds have
floated past its brow, so many
migrant birds have perched
upon its branches.” We learn
from this story that, serenity is
sell-conlainment, equanimity,
poise, humility and dignity. A

serene person will have all
these qualities.
The next step of being

considerate is that, you cannot
be so. unless you are thoughtful
of others. Those thoughts are
healthy when they exert a mel-
low influence on our conduct
and utterances, and unpart a

pleasing charm to (them. A
Hwre coniibon puture ol o

man is thait. he is a bundle of
ego. with two hands and two
legs sticking out. Ego is the

mental state of being in love
wilth oneself. It is the obsessive
scii-love or overly egocentric
atlitude which make a man

the demand.

Also. the

| creates unemployment. Many
of the unemployed strive (o
make a living by hook or by
crook. The market is flooded
with spurious goods: and qual-
ity contrél (QC] remains in the
heaven or inside the files the
bureaucrats deal with files. not
QC (regulation})!

Now with the open-market
economy. there is global com-
petition as the tariff barriers
come down. and the local
market has started to be
flooded with cheaper foreign
products — comparatively
cheaper than the goods which
used o be smuggled in earlier
Most of the imported stuff

have better QC. otherwise il
won'| sell.

The pre-budget canvassiiiy
has started. The papers are full
of the nagging problems of the
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Pay More Attention
to the Consumers

HE consumers in the co

uniries with developing

economies are always
having a raw deal. There are
several reasons for this staie of
aflair. The supply is less than
and the tight-
fisted consumers go for che-
aper producis. as living wages
cannel be ensured due to the
average low standard of living
and low per-capita income.
"over-population”

local industries and business

men, who are demanding very
year. various Lypes of conces-
sions and exemptions from the
govermmment to be able o sell
their poor gqualily goods: in

creasing profits. without im-
provement in quality. The
probieins ol the consumers are
hardly mentioned by the
manulacturers. thus creating a
huge coifimunication gap. The
adminisiration has o keep a
balance between the powerful
business lobbies and the poor
representation ol the con

sumers interest. While mus-
Cle-power is operating in some
sectors. in Lhis case money
power (kickbacks) wield con

sichkr (hle influence. Be strict —

and npopular! That is the

price ol leadership

e administration has to
handle a new kind of b of
tarif! rationalization in the im-
port and export fields There
is much roning to be carried
out for some time more The
bureaucrats need more ume to
hecome business-minded. but
Lime is the hidden enemy. The
market condilwns cannot be
conirolled with delaved deci-
siotis  Prodding and pushing
the olficers have limited effect

prickly. Ego becomes
overbearing, when it feeds on
immoderate estimation of our
talents. physical attributes,
fame. power and worldly
possessions. Anything that is
not deferential ol these
elements evokes fury. which
manifests itsell in virulent
attitude, and unpleasantly
bellicose conduct.There are
surely ways of defanging the
ego, of detoxifying the vitriolic
nature of our self-worth. A

rational awareness of our
resources, however, creates
sell-confidence. Self-worth
when fed sparingly, can be

mastered well. If you want to
take the roar and bite out of
self-worth, discipline it with
moderate nature of inat-
tention, which subdues it to
low-profile role. Humility, pa-
tience, self-effacing easy man-
ners, decency are effective an-
tidotes.

I believe, the subject will
appear more interesting if 1
describe an occurrence which
highlights the pleasing effect
of easy manners. The narrator
Jack Bull recalls in Harper and
Row  magazine "President
Lyndon Johnson tells with rel-
ish of a time when he got on a
state department elevator with
Deen Rusk and Robert Mc-
Namara. A young aide flustered
in the presence of so much
brass, pushed the 'down’ ele-
vator button by mistake. As the
car descended, Johnson glow-
ered at the culprit. Rusk
stepped into the breach “you
know,” he said to the embar-
rassed young man. “ | often
push the down button when I
mean to go up.This happens to
all of us.” The young man
grinned in gratitude, and the
President relaxed with a
smile. “That's the kind of man
Rusk is" Johnson says ap-
preciatively in discussing the
incident. "He makes people
feel at ease. And he's the same
way in dealing with nations.
They feel he understands their
problems.” Johnson adds that
when he told his wife about
the incident, she said, “Now,
Lyndbone that s the way yvou
oughit 1o be.

We can conclude [rom this
occurrence that easy manners
can have magical influence in
developing pleasant rapport
between human beings. The
principal reward ot this rap-
porl is a relaxed atmosphere,
In addition to civility. decenuy.
humanity. patience, dignily
and easy manners. sell depre-
cating humour is also of proven
worth in enhancing the com-
patibility ol a person. A fine
sense ol sell deprecating hu-
mour dispels distance and
establishes the man on an in-
lormal and earthly level. The
company ol such a man is
dreatly ddored hecause it
strengthens the [aith that he is
one ol our kind. There is im-
mense pleasure and relaxation
i his commpany. But it is nol
unlikely that such humour and
tamiliarity can look like coarse
vulgarity unless tempered with
moderation and good Laste.

In this connection James
Thurber gives a precise ac-
couttt of humour. He states “By
delinition. humour is gentle.

The savape the crude. the
harsh would lall under the
heading ol wit and/or satire. as

Lance in judging the compati-
bility of a person. If one sub-
ject. his lellow human beings
lo embarrassment. inconve-
nience, pain and are offensive
lo decency and other civilized
values, then he will surely
sully his image: his company
will naturally be shunned. It
is. therefore, necessary that
the pleasures and pursuits of a
comparable man should be
benign. pleasing and inoffen-
sive in nature. and enriching
i1 ils exercise,

Such pleasures are com-
monly thought to be founding
good books, good music,
harmless sport. the company
of good Iriends. time spent
with the lamily, healthy hob-
bies. social work, mediation
etc. As for his pursuits, Lhose
should not have evil intent and
tainted with extravagant hedo-
nism. [t is equally important
that he should have friends,
not minions or sycophants lo
pander to his vulgar taste.

A compatible man is not an
island. He will not lead an
insular life. which only knows
saliety of sell interest and de-
sires. The bridges., he will
build the to his fellow human
beings. will rest on the endur-
ing strength of sharing. There
is one greal truth aboul lile.
That one should give Lo re-
ceive. One should give, as [ar as
possible, from one's own re-
sources, riches, skill, time,
knowledge, etc. And the giving
has great practical value, it one
gives when one lives. An inter-
esting comparison illustrates
the worthiness of this observa-
tion.

"A rich man once asked a
friend why am [ criticized for
being miserly? Everyone know,
I will leave everything to char-
itlv when 1 die. "Well, said the
friend.” Let me tell vou about

ops from

the pig and the cow. The pig
wis lamenting to the cow one
day about how unpopular he
was. “"People are always talking
about your gentleness and your
kind eyes. said the pig, ‘Sure,
you give milk and cream, but |
give more, |1 give bacon, ham,
bristles. They even pickle my
feet ! Still nobody likes me
why is this 7" The cow thought
a minute and then replied
"Well may be its because 1 give
while I am living.”

Let us now enquire into the
concluding feature of the fun-
damental concept of a compat-
ible man. That he should not
be the author of any action or
pronouncement which inflict
pain. A careful observation tells
us that such a man possesses a
pleasing disposition, has a
clean conscience, is endowed
wilh good moral and great
humanity. Now the two major
ways, by which pain can be in-
flicted, are physical and men-
tal in nature, A decent man
will not get into a physical
combat, unless there is an
inescapable need for
honourable self-defence. He
will, however, not be reckless
in the exercise of his self-de-
fence. The courage a good man
possesses is more of a moral in
nature. It also involves great
strength of character and dig-
nity, in deciding not to fight.
His moral courage will reso-
lutely persist in coping with
his adversity. It also demands
that he should not flinch from
the duty of rising to the sup-
port of a good cause, a stead-
fast friend. his family, his
honour and his country, with
all the courage he can muster
up and against great odds.

A clean conscience devel-
the honesty of
thought and action. Honesty, is
a righteous conviction which
readily distinguishes between
right and wrong, fair and un-
[hir. justlice and injustice,

- which must

good and bad. It is a challeng-
ing task, in a world where
honesty can become a handi-
cap and make the price pro-
hibitive. Shakespeare, has a
similar observation to make
when he states "to be honest
as this world goes,. /is to
be/one man pick'd out/of ten
thousand.” In today's world,
the approximation, is higher
than ten thousand.

The difficult nature of the
task is lucidly described by S
Leonard Rubenstein, “Inten-
tion is not enough. The honest
man suspects himself always.
He knows honesly is a skill
be exercised
always. Most of us want to be
honest, few know how. All men
know their reaction, few men
can identify what they are re-

‘acting to. The skill of honesty

is to hold reaction at bay in
order to know what is causing
it. The skill is difficult.”

A compatible man does not
want to inflict pain. In a way,
he takes great care in avoiding
unpleasantness. Differences of
different kind generate un-
pleasantness. Diversity is an
essential element of life. It is,
therefore. natural to have dif-
lering ways, thoughts, atti-
tudes. There is nothing wrong
with differences.The differ-
ence may be on a wide range of
subjects, issues, ways,
thoughts, conviction, atti-
tude, conduct. ideas opinion
etc. These human perceptions
and reactions constitute the
personality of a man. Personal-
ity. lo a great extent, is deeply
associated with a sense of self
worth, better known as self-es-
leemn. The right to differ
therefore should be exercised
with grat discretion. Because
unbridled criticism

reparably antagonise a person.
The point of difference should
preferably be deal with issues
not with the person. If it at all

Covitirnseel on poegpe 12

can ir-

the lawyers sayv. Now. my defi-
nitions are 1hese. The wit
makes lun ol other persons:
the satirist makes fun of the
world, the humourisi makes
foan ol himsell .

[he pleasures and pursuits
ol @ man  ure also ol impor-

- —

wilhou! last reorientation

training and the cultivation of a
sell-motivaled attitude to help

the country get into the
propar arket gear, inclhading
@ =00 Y v inpe over jarl-

vatization schemes.

The QC of produ«is (and
services) has Lo be successful
both in the public and the pri
vate sectors. The major handi-
caps are motivation, lack of
training, equipment, and mec-
hanisms. Motivation has to
compete with greed. As for ini-
tiating intensified training
programmes. the rural devel
opment projects have much
greater priority with the ad-
ministration: therefore there
are less requisitions on the
donor agencies for more tech-
nical assistance programmes
to cultivaie the science and art
of QC. The trade apex bodies
have a self-regulatory role to
play. but they are not wvery
vocal on the QC aspect. There
are structural problems. and
the priorities have to
reviewed

The enforcement and in-
spection wings have their own
luig-standing problems which
need to be addressed more ra-
tionally. There are hardly any
reward-and- punishment
schemes publicised for infor-
mation. Good products. and in-
speciors. have to awarded or
rewarded. The crave for
recognition is a human wealk-
ness. Governing needs more
psychology than politics. Start
at the wop — with QC of the
leaders! We have leaders who
are lax. or relaxed. who are -
igible 10 be axed.

be -

The French, Death and the Hereafter

by Jean-Marc Dupuich

The loss of influence of religions in certain societies, or simply the decE of dogmas, lead to a
change in the way that people look upon death and the hereafter. A survey carried out by CSA
for the magazine Panorama throws light on how the French viaw death and the hereatter, tnday.

ROM the resulis of 1lhic
survey. the images ol Lthe
last Judgement. carved

on Lhe facades ol cathedrals,
have well and truly disap-
peared from the view thal the
French have of the hereafter.
The image of paradise, where
the chosen went like good
school-children. and the hell-
lire. which was devilishly more
exciling than the staid eternity
vl Heaven. have gone. Saint
Michael with his scales is out.
Unly a lew rare believers still
have failth in the resurrection
of the dead.

However 45% ol French
people think that death is a
=lage lowards something else.
vompared with 42% [or whom
it means the end of everything.
Those who believe in another
lorin of lile after death are
mainly women, farmers and
especially young people. The
imunortality ol the soul was the
essential question for the
French philosopher Pascal.
Many Catholics do not count
on il either as, for 38% ol
them. death i1s Lthe absolute
end. However. 29% ol atheists
are unable o accept Lthat there
is nothing after death. Religion
and eschatology on longer go
Loget lier

011 the other side of the
mirror. “each will be given to
according to his beliefs,” the
divil promises in "The Master
aid Margaret” by Bulgakov. So,
for the time being. we will for-
get about the 42% of non-be-
lievers and concentrate on the
45% who are ready to journey
into the herealler (3% do not
give any opinion). The majority
61%| expect something. but
what? Tha! remains a mystery.
17% believe in Lthe resurrec.
tion. but this is a dogma that is
collapsing as only 44% of regu-
larly practising Catholics be
lieve in it although it figures in
the Creed 9% think that their
spirit will join logether with
other spirits. 10% are pre-
pared W return to earth for a
new human or animal life.
Mejnearnation seems (o be
ganung more and more follow-
ers particularly among the
young and among workers and
atheists

Whatever the choice, 37%
think they will be happier and
2% that they will be less
happy. 36% think that there
will be no change and 25% are
waiting to be better informed
hefore passing judgement.
These results seem to agree
with the French writer Andre
Gide who had the author
Claudel] send a lelegram from
beyond the grave saying that
hell did not exist.

Near-death Experiences

In answer to the gquestion:
‘Do you think that what hap-
pens to you after death de-
pends on the way that you be-
lhaved on earth?” 52% say yes
and 35% consider that there is
no connection between the
two. The moral link between
here below and the hereafter,
which is fundamental in reli-
gions, still seems to be fairly
strong as it is made by more
than halfl of the people ques-
tioned. However, if only 2% of
people think they will be less
happy after death. it means
that very few people feel guilty.

The end of the old myths
surrounding death does not
mean that the living are com-
pletely cut off in their sphere
of existence as. out of the total
number of people questioned,
42% do not find it inconceiv-
able that there could be com-
munication between the two
worlds. Likewise., 48% (inclu-
ding 65% of young people)
would like near-death ex-
periences (experiences lived

through by people on the verge
of death) to be taken seriously.

What happens after death
remains a big secret, but the
way it is conceived by religious
models has been replaced by a
curiosity which has been made
keener by the accounts given
by people approaching the fatal
moment. As these accounts
concur. they prove reassuring.
Another revelation of the sur-
vey is that only 8% of French
people apprehend the here-
after. 20% fear nothing. 54%
are afraid of physical suffering
and 42% dread being sepa-
rated from those close to them

(several answers were possi-

ble). It is quite clear that hell
is here and now.

— L 'Actualite en France

INMEMORIAM

LLate Md Ismail

hirty years ago this
month — oen 20th May
to be precise — Late

T

Md Ismail. for almost 15 years

a member of the Central Board

ol Director of the State Bank of

Pakistan. died in a PIA crash

near Cairo, at the age of 51. A

total of 121 other prominent
persons also died in that
crash. who were traveling on

PIA's inaugural flight to the

Egyptian capital.
Born on 12.12.1912 in Ne-

halpur. 24 Pargana. India. He
was Lhe only surviving son of

lawyer Late Moulvi Lutfur
‘Rihman, and Begum Rabiul Fa-
tima Rahinan,

Inspired by his uncle Lale
the
editor of

Moulvi Mujibur Rahman.
pioneer journalist,
"The Musalman' he involved

himsell in student politics

from a very young age. Due to
his political activities he was
barred [rom sitting for his in-

termediale exams in Calcutta
and had to move Lo Faridpur.
protection of Late
Mr Muazzewn Hossain Chliowd-
hury (Lal Mia) to sit for the

under the

exam. Despite disruptions in
his academic career he gradu-

ated from Scottish Church Col-

lege, Calcutta.

Since 1928 he led many

student groups in the national-

ist struggle for independence
in Calcutta. Further inspired

during his stay at Gandhiji's

Subormoti Asam, he became an

active participant in the

'Shodeshi Andolon' and was ar-

rested in around 1932 spent
two years in Calcutta Central
Jail.

In 1941 he veered away

from active politics towards fi-

nance and industry and be-

came one of the promoters of

Eastern Alliance Bank Ltd. and
United Vegetable Manufactur-

ers Ltd. in India. His associa-

tion with Mr Ahmed Dawood
cane at this point in time as
investors were required.

After partition late Mr Is-
mail moved from Calcutia to

Chittagong with his family and
participated in the develop-

ment of the industrial and fi-
naicial secior in Pakistan, al-
ways focusing on the advance-
ment in what was then East
Pakistan.

He was one of the promoter
directors of Eastern Federal
Union Insurance Company and
subsequently Director of the
Dawood Group of Industries.

Let me be by mysell

He was Founder-Director of
the State Bank of Pakistan and
remained on its Central Board
until his death.

As resident Director of the
Karnafuli Paper Mills he estab-
lished efiective social welfare
programmes for the workers,
and his desire for industrial
expansion in East Bengal re-
sulted in the Karnafuli Rayon
Mills with Japanese Techno-
logical assistance. The Rayon
Mill was completed before his
death but he did not live to see
it go into production.

- On the international scene,
Late Mr Ismail was a member
of ILO and was elected to the
Governing Body of ILO a few
years prior to his death. He
represented his country in the

United Nations. ECAFE [now
ESCAP) and many other inter-
national organisations. He was
widely travelled and had many
distinguished friends all over
the world.

His involvement with fi-
nance and industry did not
however take him away from
his commitment to his politi-
cal beliefs or his commitment
to the promotion of socio-cul-
tural activities. He gave contin-
uous and active support and
patronage to institutions such
as Chayyanaught and Bul Bul
Academy right from their days
of inception. He also patron-
ised newspapers such as the
Sangbad, Bangladesh Observer
and Ittefag. He supported the

progressive political parties.
Late Mr Ismail was

revered by his friends and col-
leagues not only for his contri-
bution in the professional ca-
pacity but also for the person
he was, unassuming, free of

prejudies, helpful and caring
for others.

The Retreat

Where there is no allurement for wealth

Where greed is not concealed

beneath a web of ideology,

Where possession is not pursued.

(Let me be buried
in the shade of a 'Jhau’ tree
on a desolate hill top).

Oh cast that society away

Where money means more than knowledge
Where Lhe rich reign over the poor
Sanctioned by the Law of the Land.

| crave not for wealth
I yearn for inspiration
That turns the natural
urge for creativity

along the path of unhindered progress.

Translated from the original Bengali by Late Md Ismail's
children and Farug Chowdhury.

A Plant for All Reasons

T is hard (o imagine how
I the poor people in South
and  Southeast Asia
manage without the bamboo.
Consider these: apart from
its use as food, the grass pro-
vides Asians with thatch to
cover their house, mat to sleep
on. a cup to Jdrink from and
even chopsticks to eat with,
Asian larmers use bamboo
pipes to irrigate their farms
and bamboo rakes to harvest

their grains. Bamboo sieves are
used 1o clean the grains and
bamboo baskets (o carry them.

Vthough it s listed as a
‘minor lorest product. the
bamboo 1s still the single. most

iniportant wood material used

by Asian rural villagers." said
Rev Harold R Waison, an
Atnerican inissionary who has

been promoting the planting of
bamboo as a soil erosion bar-
rier in the southern Philip-
pines

I China. the bambwoo is one
ol 1he four "noble” plants — the
others being the orchid, the

plum tree and the chrysan-
Lhemum |
"Without the bamboo."
wrote Chinese poet Pou Sou-
Lung. "we luse serenity and

culture itsell.”

In India. the grass has ac-
guired 4 unique position
among the people. "Bamboo is
the poor man's multi- purpose
timber " an Indian official said.
It is associated with an Indian
larmer from birth 1o death. A
child has his umbilical cord
cut with a bainboo knife and is

rocked to sleep in a hﬂmbou
cradle. He grows up using tools
macle of bamboo. He feeds the
plant to his cattle and even
cits it himsell. Ultimately, he
is carried to his grave on a bier
made of bamboo.

Bamboo is also a mainstay of
the pulp and paper industry in
India. In fact, bamboo
almosi Lhe entire supply of
long-libre material for the
pulp, paper. board and
newsprint industries.

e use of bamboo for dec:
orative and utilitn purposes has
attanwd a stage ol near pertec-
tionn in Japan. The classic
wood-and-paper Japanese
house utilizes bamboo in ceil-
ings, mouldings. rainspouts,
gutters, and as the corner post
of the tokonoma. the
alcove where works of art are
displayed.

In Malaysia, bamboo is used
lor construction of long
houses, as water containers for
cooking rice and for a variety
of other rural domestic uses.

Filipinos use bamboos for
construction, furniture-mak-
ing. and related purposes. In
recent years, it has been used
to reforest denuded areas and
to control soil erosion.

Many villages in the low-
lands and highlands of Papua
New Guinea plant bamboo,
mainly the thick-walled
species, for bullding and other
purposes. A thin-walled variety
u;‘ ﬂ-tt:mned and woven into
sheets use as cladding for
walls in houses.

A

Worldwide. there are about
a thousand species of bamboo.
They range from plants the
size of field grass to 120-foot
giants that are a foot in thick-
ness. They grow from the sea-
level tropics to 13,000-foot
mountain slopes.

The most striking charac-
leristic of bamboo is that no
other living thing grows so tall
so fast. Japan's most common
bamboo grew almost four feet
in 24 hours.

The total area planted to
bamboo is estimated at about
20 million hectares, with the
bulk of this located in India
(almost 50 per cent) and China
(20 per cent). Total global®
production at present is about
20 million tons. China predicts
a doubling of its production
[rom plantations and natural
bamboo forests to 16 million
lons By the turn of the century.

Ironically. in spite of its
versatility, the bamboo is fnc—
ing depletion in some parts of
Asia. This is particularly true in
the Philippines. A study by the
Philippine Human Resources
Development Centre (PHRDC)
showed that the wanton har-
vesiing and lack ol efficient
management practices have
hastened the depletion of
bambeo in the country. From
more than 200,000 hectares
in the early 1900s, Filipino
bamboo plantations now total
only 5.000 hectares.

The report attributes this
to the rapid rise in demand
from industries and construc-
tion projects. But the Depart-
ment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR) also
blame population pressure,
greed on the part of some in-
fluential few, and inability ef
past administrations to observe
the correct conservation of the
natural resources.

— Depthnews Asia




