DHAKA FRIDAY,

Beximco 13th Federation Cup

Agrani, Fakirerpool in final

Agrani Bank and
Fakirerpool Yo
ungmen's Club
sel up a final cla-
sh from Group D
aller winning th-
ecir respedtive first leg enga-
gemenis vl Lthe Beximco 13th
Federation Cup football tour-
nament at the Dhaka Stadium
yesterday.

The two Premier Division
outfits will meet on June 4,
the last match of the qualifying
round. to decide who will join
the eight-team final leg, sche-
duled to begin from June 6.

In the day's first match,
Agrani Bank recorded a com-
fortable 3-0 win over Eskaton
Sabuj Sangha with Jahangir
scoring two goals for the win-
ners.

The [leet-footed winger,
who had a wonderful season
for the same outfit last year,
gave Agrani Bank a 40th
minute lead with a neat plac-
ing shot.

Jahangir then doubled the
margin with a sudden thun-
derous shot from inside the
box three minutes into the
second half.

Two minutes later striker
Tutul, who played for Abahani
Krira Chakra last year, sealed
the fate of the one-sided affair
after completing a solo dash
from the right.

In the 56th minute Eska-
ton. who never appeared to
pose any threat against their
superior opponents, got the
only chance of reducing the
margin. But they were denied
by the wood-work when Arif's
fierce grounder rebounded off
the far-post.

Meanwhile, in the day's
second match played under
flood-lights, Fakirérpool
Youngmen's Club prevailed
over Badda Jagorani 5-4 in the
lie-breakers.

The fate of the up and
down encounter rolled into
penally shot-out after both
sides had failed to score dur-
ing the stipulated 90-minute
regulation time.

Fakirerpool must thank
their custodian Bijoy for his
outstanding performance, who
not only made two brilliant
saves in the match but also
converted his side's fifth and
deciding spot-kick in the tie-
breaker to give them a sensa-

hed. who notched the second
hattrick in the tourney in
Baddu Jaguruni's opening en-
counter against Shantinagar
Club on Monday.

Two minutes later Zahed
was deprived of yet another
goal when his spectacular
header went out hitting the
cross-piece.

After surviving those close
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calls Fakirerpool gradually took
control of the midfield and got
a golden chance of in the 39th
minute when a shaky Badda
goalkeeper Zahir after failing
to cling on to high ball, pushed
Askar Khan Babu leaving ref-
eree Liakat Ali no other option
but to point to the dreaded

spot.

ing their citadel, almost took
the lead in the 60th minute
from a counter attack through
their speedy midfielder Bish-

wajit. But his shot from inside
the box was brilliantly saved by
a diving Bijoy. who tipped the
ball away for a corner.

In the tie-breaker Asif, Arif,
Montu, Rezaul Karim and Bl]uy

Agrani Bank

3-0.

But Ibrahim, who took the
12-yarder, spoiled the sitter
sending the ball wide of the
mark much to the horror to
his teammates.

In the second half, Fakir-
erpool enjoy possession but
failed to break the Badda de-
fence.

On the other hand Badda,
who were engaged in defend-

custodian Manu thwarts a Eskaton
Sabuj Sangha attack during their first phase engagement
of the Beximco 13th Federation Cup football tournament
. at. the Dhaka Stadium yegterday. The Bankers wen
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converted for the winners
while Mossarraf, Parvez, Selim
and Arif found the net for the
losers after Prince spoiled the
first spot-kick shooting the
ball out through the far post.

TODAY'S MATCHES:

Farashganj SC vs Abahani
KC (Ctg) 4 pm.

Victoria SC vs Rahmatganj
MFS 6 pm.

(Gazza on gutsy

LONDON. June 1:
Paul Gascoigne
England's most
cilted player la-
unches the third
phase of his in-
u:rn.numaj career on Saturday
with full intent te recapture
the old. explosive touch and
start collecting medals instead

of medical records, reports
AFP.

as-vet-unc nnflrmed 5

Chelsea chasmg
Bergkamp now?

LONDON, June 1: One day
after signing Duich star Ruud
Gullit, Chelsea was reported
Thursday to have put in a 7
million pound 11.2 million
dollars bid for his former
World Cup teammate Dennis
Bergkamp. reports AP.

Chelsea manager Glenn
Hoddle was reporied in Lhe
Sun and Daily Mirror Newspa
pers to have started talks with
Bergkamp's Italian club Inter
Milan. who are demanding an
amount that would egqual the
British record transfer fee.

Gullit's package at Chelses
will reportedly earn him close
te 30.000 pounds 48,000 dol
lars per week, and &:l'gk?'.-lp
would command a similar deal

The papers speculated that
the money generated from
Bergkamp's sale would enable
inter to put in another bid for
Manchester United midfielder
Paul Ince

Palestine in
FIFA family

ZURICH, June 1: Palestine
have been granted provisional
membership of FIFA, world
football's governing body's ex-
ecutive committee announced
on Wednesday. reports AFP

However Palestine. like
Bosnia-Herzegovina another
provisional member. will only
be allowed to play friendlies
and will not be eligible to play
in the World Cup.

FPalestine was last a full
member of FIFA in 1949 when
its team consisted of Eastern
European immigrants but with
the recognition of Israel in
1950 their membership be-
came obsolete

million-pound rescue from
Lazio by Glasgow Rangers and
total support [rom England
manager Terry Venables, who
has rushed him back into con-
tention for Saturday's Umbro
Cup opener against Japan. rep-
resent a welcome new start at
the age of 28 lor the slim, now
blond midfielder

But after two self-inflicted
injuries and a four-year fight to
keep his career alive, every
statement ol intent is accom-

PAUL GASCOIGNE

panied by a benediction. a
prayer for good health

“l can be as gund as | was.
said Gascoigne. "But if [ play in
a game and some guy launches
a two-fooled tackle and
smashes my left knee. I'm out
of the game again

‘'l need a little bit of luck on
my side this time.” he says.
emerging from another totally
committed Bisham training
session to spell out his hopes
and lears.

‘Football is all | know and if
I haven't got that. | haven't got

anything. I'd have to start
looking at other jobs." Gas-
coigne said.

However. after a career

which has brought plenty of
tears and ‘ust ene winners
medal ;. the 1991 FA Cup —
delivered to his hospital bed —
ambitinn still bubbles up

" 1 haven't actually signed
for anybody but it's a fresh
start and a big thing for me

missi
he says. 'If | can stay injury-
free. play week in. week out,
that will be brilliant.

"The doctor said | couldn’t
start playing until May, so to be
back in the England squad at
the end ol the month is bril-
liant." added Gascoigne.

But whether four days
working with the yvoung Lions
ol Venables squad is enough to
sharpen him up for his first
England appearance in 15

months. is debatable and Gas-
coigne himsell cautions: "I'm

not ready for any football at the
moment.

"But touch wood, I'm doing
everything | need to and the
good thing is that the other
lads are not giving me any re-
spect, they're treating me just
like anybody else.

‘It will be an emotional
moment when | play for Eng
land for the first time. because
I've been out so long.”

-
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Brazil soccer!

RIO DE JANEIRO, June 1: |
Brazilian soccer tans have been
warned that they face imme-
diate arrest if they are caught
carrying animals inside a soc-
cer ground, reports Reuter.

The warning came after
Sunday s Flamengo-Vasco da
Gama maich in the Rio de
Janeiro Championship. when
dozens of Flamengo fans took
animals to the stadium as a
tribute to five million-dollar
new signing Edmundo, nick-
named "the animal. ™

Most of the unwilling fans
were dogs many of which
were dressed up in Flamengo
shirts and hats and were
clearly petrified amid the
hordes ol rowdy lans.

Bul at last one man was
seell waving a lorwoise, with a

Flainengo (lag painted on its
shell above his head in the

midist ol the jumping. singing
Lais.

“The place for native [auna
15 i1 the wild * said Pedro Cav-
aliers. an ollicial with the
Brazilian governmeni s envi-
ronument agency Ibama

Maiden win

for Manikganj

Sports Reporter

Manikganj Model High
School recorded their first win
in the round robin league
match of the Transcom na-
tional schools hockey champi-
onship upsetting Dhaka Ar-
manitola Govt High Schoeol 2-0
at the Hockey Stadium yester-
day.

[t was the second succes-
sive defeal for last year's semi-
finalists Armanitola School.

Asif Igbal opened scoring in
the 8th minute from a nice
lield goal while he grabbed a
second goal just two minutes
away from the stipulated 70-
minute play.

In the second match of the
day. Muslim Govt High School
and holders Narayanganj High
School split points in a goal-
less draw at the same venue.
The two teams who are yet lo
record a victory in the robin
league, have managed to earn
two points each playing as
many matches from two con-
secutive draws.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Ahmed Bawani Academy vs
Rajshahi Medical College Cam-
pus High School (2:45 pm).

Mayezuddin High School vs
Dhaka Residential Model High
School [4:040 ).

Pele's No 10
shirt and
Maradona

BUENOS AIRES, June 1:
Diego Maradona is almost sure
to sign for Brazil's Santos and
don the number 10 shirt once

worn by the great Pele,
Maradona said Wednesday, re-
poris Reuter

"Almost everything has been
agreed with Santos and my
move there is practically defi-
nite." the 34-year-old ex-Ar-
gentina captain told reporters
on his return from a trip to
Europe.

Maradona said he had spo-
ken to Pele. who is negotiating
for Santos. and all that re-
mained was "A few little things
and my signature.”

Maradona is still made at
his old team Boca Juniors for
saying last week they wanted
him back after a week previ-
ously making it clear he was
unwelcome even as a specta-
tor.

"I'm not going to talks about
Boca because if they won't even
let me go to the ground. what
can | sav? he said.

Rezaul atop
alone

Sports Reporter

Fide Master Rezaul Huq of
Bangladesh Biman took the
solo lead in the qualifying
round of the 21st national
chess championship collecting
highest seven points on com-
pletion of the eight round at
the chess room of the NSC
yesterday.

Rezaul beat Arman, his sev-
enth round co-sharer in the
top slot. that almost earned
him a berth in the final leg
with two more matches to
spare in the 10-round Swiss
league meet.

While the defeat for Arman
means he had to be satisfied
with the third slot along with
Khandaker Kayes Hassan Ari-
fuzzaman, Amjad, Labu and
Khorshed Alam — collecting
six points each.

Meanwhile, Abdullah al
Rakib, who beat Labu in this
round, moved into the second
place raising his collection to
six and a half points.

Fourteen top finishers will
qualify for the final round.

Nobel powers
Mohammedans

CHITTAGONG. June |: Mo-
hammedan Sporting Club
crushed Young Star Club by

seven wickets in the Dettol
soap metropolitan cricket
league ai Lthe Dampara Police

Line ground here today,
ports BSS.

Young Star batted first and
were all out for 115 in 37.2
OVers.

In reply. Mohammedans
reached their target of 116 for
three wickets in 18.5 overs.

Nobel of Mohammedans
scored a magnificent unbeaten
65 playing only 61 balls with
six boundaries and one sixer.

Eurotex 1n
plate semis

Eurotex International
moved into the semifinals of
plate group in the metropolis
office cricket league eliminat-
ing Baly Sports by five wickets
at the Jagannath Hall ground
yesterday, reports UNB.

Sent into bat. Baly Sports
scored 172 for pine in the
stipulated 40 overs.

Zakir of Eurotex captured
five wickets giving away only
23 runs, Kamrul and Santa
took apiece for 25 and 31 runs
respectively.

Iin reply, Eurotex Interna-
tional reached 173 for the loss
of five wickeis in 37.2 overs
with opener Hadi making 59
off 70 deliveries with three
sixes and four fours.

re-

Sport

Action from yesterday's Transcom national schuﬁla hockey championship match between
Manikganj Model High School and Armanitola Govt High School at the Hockey Stadium.

Manikganj won the mat.ch 2-0.
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Dhanraj puts WI affirm

LEICESTER,

. England, June 1:
West Indies
declared their
second innings at

L———-— 143-4 on the

final day of their three-day

match against Leicestershire
on Thursday. reports Reuter,

Earlier. on Wednesday,
Caribbean pacemen Kenny
Benjamin no-balled 11 times
in nine overs and was spoken
to for intimidatory bowling on
the second day.

Benjamin, battling for a
place in the Test side to play
England at Headingley next
week. took three for 58 as Le-
icestershire were bowled out
for 194 in their first innings.

But he ran into trouble
during his final spell when
umpire Alan Jones spoke to
West Indies captain Richie
Richardson after the fired-up
Benjamin bowled two succes-
sive bouncers at tail-ender
David Millns.

But it was leg-spinner Raj
Dhanraj who caused Leicester-
shire most damage following
west Indies' declaration at 468
for seven after adding seven
runs in 15 overs during the
morning.

Shivnarine Chanderpaul
finished with an unbeaten 140,
his third first-class century
and Illl first for the West

Leicestershire needing 319
to avoid the follow-on. were
then taken on a spin by Dhan-
raj. who took six for 50 from
his 15 overs.

Leicestershire captain
James Whitaker was the only
batsman to offer much resis-
tance, hitting a brilliant 75 off
82 balls with 14 fours.

The next highest scorer for
Leicestershire was the extras
tally which totalled 43 and in-
cluded 38 no-balls.

Despite a lead of 274,
Richardson deecided against
enforcing the follow-on opting
instead for some extra batting
practice ahead of the first
Test.

But his plan was sabotaged
by fading light and the teams
went off an hour before the
close with the West Indies 16
for one in their second in-
nings. Carl Hooper the man
out for one.

Scoreboard after the second
day of the West Indies tour
match against Leicestershire

here on Wednesday:
LEICESTERSHIRE: First

innings

U Maddy ¢ Willizuns b R Benjamin H
B Smith b Dhanraj 18
< Whitaker c Chanderpaul b Dhanraj 75
A Habib b Dhanraj 4
F Nixon ¢ Browne b Dhanraj 7
J Dakin ¢ and b Dhanraj

V Clarke ¢ Richardson b Gibson
G Parsons ¢ Richardson b K Benjamin 13

D Milins lew b Dhanraj 20
A Pierson not out 0
A Sheriyar b K Benjamin 0
Extras: (lb-4, w-1, nb-38) 43
Total: (47.2 Overs) 194

Fall of wickets: 1-42; 2-96;

3-108; 4-118; 5-130; 6-135:
7-154; 8-194; 9-194.

Bowling O M R W
WBenjamin 11 3 27 O
Gibson 12 2 55 1
KBenjamin 92 2 58 3
Dhanrayj 15 3 50 6

WEST INDIES: First
468-7 declared (K Arthurton
146, S Chanderpaul 140 not
out, R Richardson 60).

LEICESTERSHIRE: First
innings 194 [i.l Whitaker 75, R
Dhanraj 6-50

WEST INDIES: Second in-
nings (overnight 16-1)
C Hooper ¢ Dakin b Shertyar 1
S Williams st Nixon b Clarke 54
R Richardson Ibw b Parsons 16
J Adams c and b Plerson 42
K Arthurton not out 16
S Chanderpaul not out 6
Extras: (b-4. Ib-1, w-1, nb-2) 8
Total: (for four wickets, declared) 143

Fall of wickets: 1-1; 2-42; 3-100;
4-130.
Bowling: O M R W
Parsons 9 3 20 1
Sheriyar 7 0 41 1
Dakin 6 1 27 0
Clarkc 81 0 35 1
4 2 15 1]

radical step

LONDON, June 1: England's

‘ Test and County Cricket Board

FPARIS. June 1:
Sergi Bruguera
and Arantxa San-
chez Vicario, the
defending French
Open champions.
scored  solid second-round
victories Thursday over low-
ranked opponents, but the
tournament ended abruptly for
Stefan Edberg.

Edberg. unseeded here for
the first ume in 10 years, lost
1 12th-seeded Michael Stich,
7-6 (7-3). 6-3, 6-2, again miss-
ing a chance to complete a ca-
reer sweep of the Grand Slam
evenis, reports AP.

"Every year it's getting
tougher. but you still have the
hope,” Edberg said.

Stich said he expected a
®iore difficult match and de-
scribed the outcome as "a lit-
tle bit sad.”

"It hurts a little bit more to
see him not playing that well.”
Stich said. "He's one of the
heroes. one of the guys you
look up to.”

Bruguera. pursuing his

Argentina s Gabriela Sabatini makes
against South African Amanda Coetzer during their second
round match in the Trench Open at Roland Garros in Paris

on Wednesday Sabatini won 7-5, 6-3.

IStich eliminates Edberg

&b

third straight title, won 6-4, 6-
4, 6-2 over fellow Spaniard
Emilio Alvarez, a qualifier
ranked only 166th.

No 3 seed Boris Becker
easily beat American Jared
Palmer, 6-2, 6-2, 6-2, and
sixth-seeded Michael Chang
downed Daniel Vacek of the
Czech Republic 6-3, 5-7, 6-4,
6-4.

No 14 seed Todd Martin
advanced 6-2, 2-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7-
5) over another Czech, Slava
Dosedol, but Brazilian Fer-
nando Meligeni upset the No
16 seed Marc Rosset 7-6 (9-
7., 7-6 (7-4), 2-6, B-3. Ger-
many's Bernd Karbacher won a
five-set marathon over Swe-
den's Mikael Tillstrom, the
first-round congueror of No 4
seed Goran Ivanisevic.

Arnaud Boetsch beat Javier
Sanchez ol France in straight
sets to save the French men's
contingent from their worst
showing in more than a
decade. He is the only one of
17 Frenchmen in the field to
reach the third round.

a forehand return

— AFP/UNB photo

Sanchez Vicario, champion
here in 1989 and last year, de-
feated 100th-ranked Sarah
Pitkowski of France, 6-3, 6-0.

Pitkowski engaged the world

No 1 in numerous hard-fought
rallies and extended the Cen-
tre Court match to 71 minutes,
longer than usual for Sanchez
Vicario at this stage of a Grand
Slam.

Third-seeded Mary Pierce,

another top contender for the

title, struggled early against
hard-serving German Christina
Singer before 7-5, 6-
0. She took the last 10 games
in a row,

Four other women's seeds
also advanced to the third
round with straight-sets victo-
ries. No 5 Jana Novotna beat
Petra Schwarz-Ritter of Aus-
tria, 6-4, 6-3; No 7 Lindsay
Davenport beat France's San-
drine Testud, 6-3, 7-5; No 12
lva Majoli crushed Argentina’s
Maria Jose Gaidano, 6-1, 6-0,
and No 14 Amy Frazier beat
Karina Habsudova of Slovakia.
6-2, 6-4.

With one more VYictory
apiece, Frazier and Sanchez
Vicario would meet in the
quarter-finals.

Another victor was Al
Sugiyama, 6-1, 6-3 over Lau-
rence Courtols of Belgium. The
unseeded Japanese player,
competing in her first French
Open, upset 15th-seeded He-
lena Sukova in the first round.

The big surprise Wednes-
day was the upset of No 2 seed
Pete Sampras by 24th-ranked
Austrian Gilbert Schaller.

But Schaller's moments of
glory were brief. He blew a
two-set lead Thursday to
135th-ranked Scott Draper of
Australia, who battled to a 4-6,

4-6, 7-6 (7-5), 7-5, B-6 vic-
tory.

Schaller's Davis Cup team-
mate, Thomas Muster, is rated
one of the favourites for the -
tle after winning five consecu-
tive clay-court tournaments.
Muster rolled to his 30th
straight victory on clay with a
straight-sets second-round vic-
tory Wednesday over Cedric
Pioline of France.

No Austrian, man or
woman, has ever reached the
French Open final. Muster
made it to the semifinals in
1990, and is favoured to get at
least that far again — possibly
for a showdown with world No
| Andre Agassi.

Agassi sailed through his
second-round match Wednes-
day, drushing Australian Todd
Woodbridge 7-5, 6-1, 6-0 in
just 92 minutes.

Schaller, deprived of a day
off because of the suspended
match with Sampras, was to
play Australian qualifier Scott
Draper. ranked 135th, on

Thursday .

(TCCB) took a step closer to
dismantling itself when its
members unanimously agreed
Thursday that the formation of
a single body to rule all of the
country's cricket was essential,
reporis AP.

A meeting of the 18 county
clubs discussed the proposal
that an Ehglish Cricket Board,
overseeing cricket from pri-
mary school to Test match
level., be set up next year to
help improve the first-class
game.

"The board was unanimous
in agreeing that a base had
been established to move for-
ward into a detailed planning
stage."” said TCCB chief execu-
tive Alan Smith, who added
that a final recommendation
would be presented to the
board for adopting this fall.

The change is expected to
address the criticism that the
English county clubs, which
have zealously guarded their
power within the sport, are
sacrificing quality for financial
gain by scheduling too many
matches, particularly in one-
day cricket.

By contrast. Australia —
which has handily beaten Eng-
land in recent Test series —
has one comprehensive gov-
erning body that retains em-
phaaia on grooming first-class

pla
""" or officials at the five
Test match ground counties —
Lancashire, Yorkshire, War-
wickshire, Notti amshire
and Surrey — had formed a
working party which last week
produced its own prupunh
Among them were plans to
split the current county cham-
pinnnhiﬁ tl;l::u the division of
nine an tof a
dt:-velopmm
Most of the non-Test match
£round counties the
plans as a way of the
rich get richer. The
may be discussed again when
the board reconvenes in the

| fall.

Asian Basketball

Championships in
Seoul June 17

SEOUL, June 1: China will
face a to battle to defend
their Asian basketball crown,
even though old rivals North
Korea will be absent, organis-
ers of the Asian men's basket-
ball championships said on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

The 19:-team tournament
will be played in Seoul from
June 17 to 26.

China have been unbeaten
in Asian men's basketball since
1987, with four consecutive
Asian crowns and nine titles
since the first Asian men's
championships in Manila in
1960.

South Korea have not won
the Asian men's crown since
1969, but in February they
pulled off an important psy-
chological win by beating China
55-48 to win the Asian junior
championships, which China
have also dominated histori-
cally.

China's impressive basket-

all credentials include a re-
upectable eight place in last
year's FIBA World Champi-
onships, while their women's
team took silver at last year's
World Championships.

The two top-placed sides
from the Seoul tournament

will also qualify to represent

Asia Iin the 1996 Olympic
Games in Atlanta.

Iran, Chinese Taipei, Saudi
Arabia, Japan, United Arab
Emirates and Kuwait are
seeded third to eighth on the

basis of past championship re-
suits. "

Foreman's
two foes

ATLANTA, June 1: George
Foreman says he is considering
only two ‘potential opponents
for a defence of the Interna-
tional Boxing Federation
hea t title, and Evander
Holylield isn't one of them.

Axel Schulz and Michael
Moorer are the only fighters
'he might accept for what could
be his final IBF title defence,
Foreman said Wednesday. re-
ports AF.

Foreman was here for a
cameo appearance at the IBF
convention and to "get a feel"
for whether [IBF executives
might force him to fight a re-
match with Schulz. who lost a
disputed decision in April.

The boxer said he is rea-
sonably sure that won't hap-
pen. but feels both Schulz and
Moorer. who lost the title to
Foreman., are deserving of re-
maiches.

Asked
Holyfield. Foreman
“Neo. Not at all."

"I won't fight Holyfield. It's
cul and dried. Period. Now, if
you give me 25 million dollars,
we can move the period over a
little bit,” he said, knowing
that it is unlikely he could se-
cure a guarantee higher than
15 million dollars.

Holyfield, who won a title
defence against Foreman four

if he would fight
replied:

years ago. said he was not =

prised.
“If a man is planning on

' tiring, he wants to be remem-

bered in a certain way,” the At-

lanta boxer said.



