WE HAVF HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA. PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICING INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE

(F DIFFERENT TYPES

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA

TEL 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM . 861985

REGD NO DA 781

VOL. V NO. 12?

BUDGET "95-96

Business leaders speak out
Today : Shabbir Yusulf.

Chairman of Bangladesh Jute
Spinners Association.
See details on page 6
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Ashura June 10

Tomorrow is the [irsi
Muliarram. the beginning of
the Hijri new year. 1416, a

press release ol the Islamic
Foundation said here last
night. The decision was taken
at a meeting with Religious
Alfairs Minister M Keramat Al
in the chair held at the lslamic
Foundation. The press release
also said that the Muharram
moon was nol sighted

anywhere in Bangladesh

yestenday. Therefore. the first

Mubharram will be on Thursday
and e holy Ashura will be
observed on June |0, reports
BSS

ROK investors go
to Ctg today

From Staff Cerrespondent
CHITTAGONG. May 30: A
| 6-member team ol the South
Korean inveslors arrives here
tomorrow. The team will ex
change views with the mem-
bers of Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and imdusiry (CCCl)
at s conference room at 3:30
pmt tomorrow. The visit of the
m ieam is a follow-up of
Prime Minister s tour of
South Korea recently.

[llegal goods worth
Tk 1.75cr seized

CINTTAGONG. May 30: The
Chitiagong customs officials
seized 574 cartons of illegally
maported colour TV and air-
conditioners worth Taka one
crore and seventy-five lakh
from the Chittagong port to-
day. sources said. The goods
were imported under false
declaration as parts and com-
ponents worth Taka six lakh
from Singapore by a privite
party in the city. officials sadd.
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Current programme revised downward

The Annual Development
Programme (ADP) outlay for
fiscal 1995-96 has been fixed
al Tk 12100 crore, while that
of the ADP for the current fis-
cal has now been revised
downward. to Tk 11150 crore,
official sources said.

Evaluating the progress of
implementation ol the ADP

" during the first nine months of

the current fiscal, last month
it was revised upward, to Tk
11350 crore, as against its
original outlay of Tk 11000
Crore.

The implementation per-
formance of the ADP during
the first nine months of this
fiscal was about 55 per cent,
which was 8 per cent higher
than that of the corresponding
period of Lthe last fiscal, the

By Krishna P Roy
sOUrees said,

The proposed ADP lor 95-
96 and Lthe revised ADP for
'‘04-95 were placed at a pre-
budget consultation. held re-
cently with Finance Minister
M Saifur Rahman in the chair.

The present ADP has been
revised because about Tk 200
crore still remains unutilised
with eight ministries and 20
agencies ol the government,
the sources said.

In the proposed ADP, the
highest allocation of Tk 1600
crore would go to education
and religion sectors as against
the allocation ol Tk 1543
crore in the current fiscal's
revised ADP.

Power sector would get the
second highest allocation of Tk
1196 crore in the proposed

Tk 12100cr ADP outlay
for next fiscal

ADP as against Tk 1293 crore
in the revised ADP, while the
third highest allocation of Tk
1154 would go to transport
sector as against Tk 1290 in
the revised ADP.

Tk 1135 crore has been al-
located (o Jamuna multi-pur-
pose bridge -project in Lhe
proposed ADP. while Tk 833

crore has been allocated in the

revised ADP.

In the proposed ADP, Tk
892 crore, Tk 841 crore and
Tk 691 crore have been allo-
cated Lo water resources, rural
development and agriculture
sectors respectively.

Allocations to these sectors
in the revised ADP are Tk 852
cror. Tk 749 crorée and Tk
64.3 crore respectively.

See Page 8 Col 7

Trade gap narrowed
by $ 31m in '93-94

By Staff Correspondent

The irade imbalance of
Bandladesh in fiscal 1993-94
narrowed down by 31 million
US dellars from that in '92-93,
lo 1657 million dollars (Tk
6668.4 crore).

According to the Bangla-
desh Bank Annual Report
1993-94. released recently,
although the import expendi-
ture of the country in the year
increased by 120 million do-
Hars {or 2.9 per cent) from the

previous vear's. Lhe increasing
export earning helped reduce

the trade gap by a small

percentage.

The export earning in '93-
94 increased by 151 million
dollars (or 6.3 per cent) from

The total export earning in
the year stood at 2534 million
dollars or Tk 10.097.8 crore
while the import expenditure
totalled 4071 million dollars
or Tk 16766 crore. In '92-93,
these figures stood at 2383
million dollars and 4071 mil-
liou dellars respectively.

+ jute

Ol the lotal export earning,
10.09 lakh bales of raw jute
fetched Tk 227.2 crore, which
was 21.3 per cent leass than
that of the previous year.

Export of {ive lakh tonnes of
goods fetched Taka
1,130.9 crore which was 0.4
per cent less than that of the
previous year.

The earning from the .ex-
port of some 27.4 million kg of
tea was Tk 152.1 crore — 4.8
per cent less than the previous

year's.
Readymade garments
leiched Tk 6199.8 crore —

10.4 per cent higher than the
previous Year's.

The main buvers of gar-
ments were the USA# Canada
and the EC countries.

Knit wear and hosiery
products fetched Tk 1052.6
crore.

The earning lrom all types
of leather exports rose by 16.6
per cent from Lhe previous
years Tk 574.6 crore to 670.2

See Page 12 Col 8

Business team to
visit 3 E Asian

states 1n June

Star Report

A high-powered Bangladesh
delegation is likely to visit
three East Asian nations for
two weeks next month to ex-
amine the investment promo-
tion programmes in those
countries.

Sources in the Ministry of
Industries say, the Policy Im-
plementation and Analysis
Group (PIAG), a USAID funded
project under the ministry,
has arranged the visit.

"Over the years, Vietnam,
Malaysia. and Thailand have
experienced a tremendous
boom in foreign investment.
So, the main objective of the
visit is to observe their in-
vestment environment which
could be useful to Bangladesh.”
a‘thigh reankiag 67 ial of Lhee |

ministry said.
According to sources, let-

ters have already been issued
to the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industries (FBCCI)
and other leading chamber
bodies to nominate business-

See Page 12 Col 3

News Analysis

Winding up of Rohingya camps
now a matter of time

After many ups and downs

| the repatriation ol a quarter

million ol Rohingya refugees
rom Bangladesh to Myanmar

is now nearing completion.

Three years after the repa-
Lriation began in September,
1992, a greal majority of the
refugees have travelled back
heme mainly with the help of
the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR). Though the process
las once again slowed down,
the UNHCR officials in Dhaka
hope that those wheo are still
languishing in the camps along
Bangladesh's Cox's Bazar-Tek-
nal region will soon be able 1o
return home.

Nearly 250.000 Rohingya
refugees fled to Bangladesh
slarting in ]199] 0 escape

| what they alleged maltreat-

ment by Myanmar's military.
They found refuge in
Bangiadesh

How the political parties
raise lunds and how they con-
ol wid manage Uheir financial
aflairs was (e main locus of
this invesUgdtion What be
came very olear rom Lthe be
ginning is the obvious look of
transparency ol the whole af-
fair. In fact soine party officials
even guestioned The Daily Star
eflorts. as il we were intrad-
ing inte contidential matiers
Onir argument Lhat as political
parties. they were public bod-
les. and as such the general
valers had a right to know
about how Lhey operate finan-
cially did not appear to be
making serious impressions
upon those |leaders that we
Lalked L0

Sources in different politi-
cal admitted that the
funds for their huge election
budgets are usually collected
from the more affluent party
leaders and sympathetic busi-
NESSITNE ).

The amount ol the election

By Farid Hossain

Acvording to latest report
available with the UNHCR of-
fice in Dhaka. 19]1.828
refugees have so far returned
home. Another 54 299 are still
living in the camps in
Bangladesh. Thirty-five thou-
sand ol them are awaiting
clearance from the Yangon
government

‘We hope that the Myan-
mar government will give
clearance to the 35,000
refugees soon to speed up the
repatriationr.” Canh Nguyen-
Tang. the UNHCR Representa-
tive in Dhaka, said Thursday.

But according to diplomatic
sources. the process of Myan-
mar's clearance may take some
Lime. They believe that the
repatriation process may have
stepped into a difficult phase.

This is reflected in the flow
ol repatriation in past three
months. Whil 16,129
iravelled Lack home in March,

By Asiuzzaman

budge! hwwever i alwavs a
lop sevret lor every party,
Bangladesh elecuon rules
perinit a parhamentary candi-
date (o spend a4 maximum of
Tk 300 000 only and Lo print a
single -colour poster during the
election campaign. But accord-
ing 1o party insiders. the ex-
penditure is much much
higher than thal modesi offi-

cial celling
“In some constituwencies |t

can even cross the Tk
50 00000 mark for a particu-
lar candidate " said one leader,
adding that the parties always
try o field financially strong
candidates in the election bat-
the.

The investigations also re-
vealed that all the major politi-
cal parties provide [Mnancial
support o itheir candidates,
specially during the pariiamen-
Lary slections.

| lthe the ruling

Bangladesh Nauonalist Party
(BNP). its arch-rival the Awami

the number came down to
7 349 in April. And until
Thursday, a total of 1124
refugees have been sent back
home this month.

The process of repatriation
has been painful. often suffer-
ing setbacks. The repatriation
began first on Sept 22, 1992
under a bilateral "accord
Bangladesh signed with
Myanuar. It had to be post-
poned four wonths later in
January alivr the UNHCR and
some Weslern countries ac-
cused Bangladesh of pushing
the refugees back by force
against their will. At that stage
the UNHCR was kept outside

Fhr repatriation accord. Under

ernment involved the UNHCR
in the repatriation process.
That was not enough Lo speed
up the flow of repatriation. The

See Page 8 Col 7

League and the Jatiya Party
never bear the total election
expenses of any of their candi-
dates. Instead, Lhey distribute
those among Lhe candidates
who are financially weaker
against their rival candidates.

"Some of the candidates are
wealthy enough to meet their
own expenses and also con-
tribute Lo the party funds.” said
one wveteran political leader,
who was elected more than
one ParHament said adding
‘Lthe allocation from the party
for a candidate varies from Tk
300.000 to 500.000."

This variation depends on
the t of the candidate
abowt his win. A candidate ob-
viously add a considerable
amouni from his own Te-
soureces o the fund he

MAY 31, 1995

ZILHA]

@The Baily Star

AISHTHA 17, 1402 BS, 30, 1415 HIJRI

ane Mmhu:i Begum Khaleda Zm plmng a mﬂth at tha munr ol" Bzhahecd Premdent

Ziaur Rahman at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar on the occasion of the 14th anniversary of his

assassination yesterday.

Ttmefbrvoter
extended

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
IEC) has-extended the time
limit for voler registration
lrom Mayv 31 to June 7.

An EC press release yester-
chav said. the time limit was ex-
iended to enable the eligible
vilers Lo have their names in

the new electoral roll.
The enumeralors. selected

v the EC. would now make
house-to-house visit till June 7
to collect information aboult
voters. The voter registration
programme began on May 25.

The EC requested the vot-
i~ voncerned te get regis-
tered within the stipulated

ROK to recruit
3500 more
Bangladeshi
workers

SEOUL. Mav 30: South Ko-
rea will reeruit another 3,500
Bangladeshi workers. the Keo-
rean Ministry of Trade, Energy
and Industry said. reports
LINB.

The official announcement
lo recruit more Bangladeshis
came just two days after the
May 25-27 visit ol Bangladesh
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia 1o Seoul.

Recruitment of more
Bangladeshi workforce was one
of the top item in the agenda
during Begum Zia's summit
meeting with President Kim
Young-Sam.

A Bangladesh delegation led
by the Labour and Manpower

See Page 12 Col 6

Father, son
rescued from
kidnappers

By Staff Correspondent

Deleclive police late Mon-
day rescued one Abdul Malek
Hawlader and his 10-year-old
sonn Sohel who were reportedly
kidnapped Sunday morning.

In a raid at a fllling station
behind Ramna Bhaban Monday
night. they also arrested six
persons on charge of kidnap-
ping Malek and his son, police
said

The
lied

arrested were identi-
a8 Md. Alauddin, Abul

See Page 12 Col 8
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By Staff Correspondent

The 14th anniversary of the
dealh ol President Ziaur Rah-
man was observed yesterday.

On this day in 1981, Zia
was killed by a group of army
officers at the Chittagong Cir-
cuit House.

People vyesterday visited

the Mazar of Shaheed Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar in the city and
placed wreaths there.
- President Abdur Rahman
Biswas [irst placed wreaths at
the mazar and offered fateha
in the morming.

Later, Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia along with
her cabinet colleagues, MPs
and parly leaders and workers
placed wreaths and offered
fateha at the magzar.

Radio and TV put up spe-
cial programmes while news-
pipers brought out special
supplements highlighting the
contributions of the late presi-

See Page 12 Col 4

Arom June 15.
20th session of the Fifth Par-

JS budget session
beg‘ms June 15

Star Report

President Abdur Rahman

-Biswas yesterday called the

Jatiya Sangsad into session
it will be the

liaiment. elected in 1991.

The national budget for [is-
cal 1995-96
in this session the Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman.

This summoning of Parlia-
meni comes just 48 days after
the prorogation of the last one
on April 27. That 19th session
was Lhe briefest in four years
sitwing lor only four days.

It will be the fifth budget
T-SEssion of this Parfameént”

which is scheduled to com-
plete its five-year life in Man—:h

next vear.

The Opposition has been
boycotting the Sangsad ses-
sivns since March last year.
They have been demanding
general elections under a care-

be presented

laker government. On Decem-
ber 28 lasi, 147 Opposition
MPs submitted resignation let-
lers lo the Speaker. which

mwere rejected later for techni-

reasons.

Yet. the Opposition has re-
mained firm on iis stance to
continue . boycotting the ses-
sions and have even raised a
demand for dissolution of the
Parliament.

Since March 1994, seven
sessions of the were
held without partji:ipatiun of
the oppesition MPs

Gppm ﬁ HFs ham: so far

baycotted 89 working days nf

-~ Parliament. According to pa

' llammtarv rulés, the ‘MPn mm

lose their membership, and
their seats fall vacant, follow-
ing the completion of 90 days

of continuous absence without.

leave of the House,

A High Court division bench
yesterday rejected the bail pe-
tition of Major
A Latif, an accused in the Gen-
eral Manzoor murder case, re-
ports UNB.

The HC bench comprising
Justice Mozammel Huq and
Justice Nurul Islam, however,
directed the jail authorities to
allow Latif's lawyers to meet
him in the Dhaka Central Jail
in accordance with the jail
code. :

Earlier, on behalfl
of the petitioner, Barrister A R
Yusuf submitted that Latif was
not directly, indirectly or even
remotely connected with the
murder of General Abul Man-
zoor, killed inside the Chit-
tagong cantmmcnt on June 2,
1981.

The bail was moved
in the court on May 21.

Attorney General Aminul
Huq opposed the bail prayer,
saying that the in tions
might be hampered if ac-
cused was granted bail at this
stage.

The case is almost ready for

filing of chargesheet and the

Informal talks
on BCS (Admin)

Assoc demands
By Staff Correspondent

Government representa-
lives and leaders of the BCS
Administration Association
yesterday held several rounds
ol informal talks at the Secre-
tariat and discussed the six-
point demand made by the as-
sociation. sources concerned
said.

The demands include: im-
mediate withdrawal of the
transfer order served on Dr
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir and
reappointing him to a post
equivalent to that of a secre-
Lary, cancellation of the ap-
pointment of journalist Gias
Kasmal Chowdhury as Economic
Minister in the Bangladesh
High Commission in London,
ui i onditional from the
State Minister for Health for
his alleged misconduct with
the. Deputy Commissioner of
Sviket and flling up of differ-
e vacant posis in the admin-
istration.

See Page 8 Col 7

Hasina criticises
‘politicisation’
of administration
By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina has expressed concern
over the current “adminis-
trative in-ubﬂtly caused by
the ruling party’s “practice of
using the public servants for
partisan ends.”

+In a statement issued
last night, she said, there is
anger and frustration among
the officials of different cadre
serviees because the ministers
and MPs of the BNP had been
appointing officials eof their
choice to various key positions
in the administration.

Members ol different cadre
services have been agitating
since long to free the adminis-
tration [rem politicisation,
Hasina said.

“1 strongly prﬂlll this
government's practice of ap-
pointing. transferring,
ing and retiring the d:‘ﬂ-‘

General frtd) M -

High Court rejects bail
prayer of Gen Latif

accused pet!tlmer may tamper
with the evidence and try to
influence the witnesses of the
case, Huq

The courts of the Chit-
tagong and Dhaka Chief
Metropolitan Magistrates and
the Chittagong District and
Sessions Judge's court had

earlier rejected the bail
petitions of Latif on similar
ground.

Maj Gen (ritd) M A Latif is
among the three former army
officers who were arrested
aller a case was filed by Barris-
ter Abul Mansur, brother of
late Manzoor, with Panchlaish
police station in Chit on

See Page 12 Col 8
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9 1infiltrators

held by BDR

in Jessore
From OQur Correspondent

JESSORE, .May 30: The
BDR arrested .nine persons
from different border areas of
the district when they were
trying to infiltrate into
Bangladesh from across -the
border during the past one
week. '

The BDR also foiled areverll
attempts by the BSF to forcibly
push 12 people into
Bangladesh from India.

The nine persons were
held from Benapole under
Sharsha and from Borni under
Chowegacha thanas,

I'he arrested have been
handed over to the local thana

police,
When

essore., Sec
-Rahim. ﬁd # *' -
that the arrested people

Bengali-speaking Indian na-
tionals and their only purpose
to infiltrate into the country
was to get enrolled as voters.
He, however, said border
security has been tightened u
See Page 8 Col 7

Hearing of writ
against EC

resumes tomorrow

A wril petition filed by Ad-
vocalte Aminul Gani Tito chal-
lenging certain provisions of
the voters' registration was ad-
journed vesterday and the mat-
ter will come up [or hearing
tomorrow. June | next, re-
ports BSS. -

The hearing of the said writ
began yesterday for the second
day before a High Court divi-
sion bench bul in the midst of
the hearing the petitioners
counsel, ABM Nurul Islam,
prayed for an adjournment to
better prepare his case.

The bench comprising Jus-
tice Mohammad Ismail Uddin
Sarker and Justice Abu Sayeed
Ahammad. grunted the prayer

See Page 12 Col 1
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RAJUK COMMERCIAL PLOT

AUCTION NOTICE

Most ideally located Commercial-Cum-
Residential Plot No-10, Gulshan North C/ A,
two sides road facilities (North Circle, by the
side of main road) measuring more or less 597
Sqr. metre (8 katha 14 chattak) will be allotted
for 99 years lease, on open auction.

Applications on prescribed form to be
obtained with terms and conditions from
Janata Bank, Rajuk Branch, Dhaka on payment

of Tk 500/ - (Five hundred) only in cash (non-
refundable) and will be received by the Deputy
Director (Estates) from the intending bidders
up to 2-00 PM on 18-6-95.

The auction will be held on 19-6-95 in the
conference room 3rd floor of the Rajuk Bhaban,
Dhaka at 10-00 AM.

Chairman

Rajdhani Unnayan hrtriplkkha

DFP-13195-28/5
G-842




