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With the scarcity ol waler
prevailing in most areas. mo-
bile vans ol the Dhaka WASA,
have becomme a commen sight
i the city, particularly during
Lhe summer.

The Dhaka Water and Sew-
erage Authority (WASA) has a
full-NMedged department
equipped with adequate man-
power and vehicles for supply-
ing water to any institution or
household which may need wa-
Ler.

Many of the consumers,
who are deprived of the nor-
mal supply of water, have to
depend on water supply
through WASA's mobile vans.

There is not Galy inordi-
nale delay but often wnoir-
tainty from the time a cus-
tomer places an order at the
local WASA olfice and till the
water-carrying van finally ar-
rives. And this happens de-
spite the facl that a consumer
pays a ‘high price’ for the wa-
ter supplied at his place.

Allegations are rampant
that a section of WASA em-
ployees are engaged in making
money on the miseries of the
city dwellers.

‘No ordinary city dweller
can expect service from
WASA's emergency water sup-
ply system unless he or she
pays some extra money. be-
sides the normal charges, for
this service.' said an inhabitant
of Manipuripara where water
crisis is acute,

An official of the WASA,
seeking anonymity, admitted
this saying, “"The persons en-
gaged in reaching water to the
houses of people by vehicles
usually get tips.”

“But these people have no
right to choose who would get
water from the emergency
supply system.” he said.
“Services must be offered on
lirst. come first serve basis.”

Some residents of Mogh-
bazar area alleged that they
had to pay two or three times
Lthe original rate.

"We are compelled to do
this because we cannot afford
lo go withoul water,” one of
the sufferers said.

Next budget to focus on rural

WASA's

Giving an example, one res-
ident said that he saw a WASA
vehicle supplying water to a
residential hotel, a few yards
[rom his residence. just after
the WASA people concerned
gave an excuse that they had
no vehicles at Lthe time.

Official sources said, the
WASA has 26 trucks and 13
trollies to supply water to the
Ccily piupue -0 emergency ba-
sis. Of these, 11 trucks and 10
Lrollies are now operative. The
capagity o the trucks varies
irom 1200 o 2200 gallons,
while that of trollevs are be-
\ween 250 Lo 800 gallons.

Emergency water services
generally become essential in
the winter and summer since
WASA's normal water supply
falls in different areas during
these seasons.

The WASA is supposed to
reach water to those who ask
for it at its zonal offices.

An WASA official said they
gave priority to those who call
first. “We do not go for any
discrimination in selecting
persons to offer emergency
water service,” he said.

When his attention was
drawn to the allegations, he
said, “It is difficult to catch
the drivers of wehicles since
they deal with the subscribers
directly.”

If requests were received
from five consumers for emer-
gency waler supply. the
drivers had the scope to de-
cide as to whom they would of-
fer services first, the official
explained.

For 2200 or 1600 gallons of
water carried by a truck, a sub-
scriber has to pay Tk 150 and
for 1200 gallons Tk 100. For
800, 400 and 250 gallons of
water carried by Lrollevy sub-
scribers have to pay Tk 150,

By Krishna P Roy

'booming’ water trade

JOSTLING FOR A JUGFUL: A daily chore for thousands of
people in this city which lacks a proper water supply

system,

100 and 50 respectively.
Meanwhile, the WASA has
taken up an interim project to
immediately increase supply of
water by 35 crore litres a day.
Some 40 deep tubewells would
be installed under the project,
expected Lo be implemented

development: Saifur

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman vesterday said poverty
alleviation and rural develop-
ment would be the ‘focal point'
in the next budget and Annual
Development Programme, re-
~ ports UNB.

"Poverty alleviation is essen-
tial for the sustenance of
democracy because democracy
and intolerable puvtrty cannot
go side by side,” Rahman said
talking to MPs at the NEC
Bhaban in the city.

The meeting was part of the
songoing pre-budget policy dia-

logue with publie representa- -

‘tives, manufacturers. members
of the business community.

‘economists. and intellectuals
to elicit their opinion on the

forthcoming 1995-96 budget
aind Annual Development Pro-

- gramime.

*  State Minister lor P‘ia:miﬂg
Dr A Moyeen Khan. State Min-
ister for Finance Mojibur Rah-
‘man and a number of MPs. in-

- cluding Ebadur Rahman, Abdul
Majid and Sharfuddin Khasru

- who recently joined BNP from

:Jativa Party, took part in the

dialogue.

As some MPs suggested
additional taxes on certain im-
poriable consumer items to
protect local indusiries, the
Finance Minister said efforts
would be made in the next
budget to harmonise the inter-
est of the local manufacturers
and importers.

“In a lree market economy,
markel force would decide ev-
erything and we must not ig-
nore consuners’ interest. But
at the same time the govern-
ment is nol also ignoring its
obligalions towards genuine

indigenous indusiries.” he told
the lawmakers.

"We have Lo bring a balance

among various conflicting in-
terest groups in the present
socio-economic condition of
the country.” he said.

Participating in the dia-
logue. the ruling party MPs
suggested more allocation in
education, agriculture, poverty
alleviation, rural development,
and social infrastructure sec-
tors. |

They also urged the Finance
Minister to formulate a wel-

fare-oriented budget from the
political peint of view.

The MPs appreciated the
girls' stipend and food for edu-
cation programme of the gov-
ernment which. they observed,
is a unigue education expan-
sion cum poverty alleviation
progranime.

Also thev siressed linking
macro stalnlity with achieve-
ments at micro level for long-
term cconomic development
of the nation.

About maintaining the sta-
bility of the price of rice, the
Finance Minister said the food
price should be contained to
such extend where consumers
enjoy and affordable price and
[armers are also encouraged to
grow rice.

To another suggestion by
some MPs, the Finance Minis-
ter said the government would
always try to contain inflation
to a certain limit. Because, he
argued, inflation is the invisi-
ble huge tax imposed on the
people which cannot be al-
lowed to rise in a free market
economy.

Asm s environment likely

to suffer further damage

MANILA. Muav 29:; Asia's en-

vironient 1s likely to suffer
further damage before incomes

in the world's most populous
region rise to levels that would
enable countries to take cor-
rective action. the Asian De-

- velopment Bank (ADB) said to-

. day, reports AFP,

' "With the high growth rates
that have come to be consid-
ered common among a number
of Asian economies, those

- economies may reach the im-

. proving environment stage
sooner than they would with
slower growth,” said ADB
economist Douglas Brooks.

Speaking at an international
trade conference here, Brooks
cited South Korean, Taiwanese
and Thal utilities which have
switched to burning fuel oil
containing less sulphur,

However, "most of Asia and

- the Pacific can expect things

to get worse, environmentally,
before they get better.”

He cited a study which
showed that environmental
quality deteriorates until a per
capita income level of roughly

' 5,000 US dollars develops,

- after which the environmental
outlook tends to i

Under that model, unl four

of the ADB's 35 dcvelnEIni

member countries — Hong
Kong, Singapore, South Korea
and Taiwan — had a per capita
income of above 5,000 dollars,
while only Malaysians received
more than 3,000 dollars,
Brooks said,

"At low levels of per capita

income, countries often rely
on inefficient technology.”" he
said, citing China's reliance on
coal for fuel.

"While 1987 emissions per
capita were only one-fifth that
of the US levels, Beijing had
more than seven times the
number of grams of carbon
emissions per dollar of [its
gross national product),” he
said.

Brooks said Asia had more
than half the world's popula-
tion and the bulk of the earth's

poor people.

He added that land and wa-
ler use was expected to in-
crease 15 years from now,
when more than half of the
region's economically active
population will still be involved
in agriculture.

He also cited the problem
of "poorly defined" property
rights in many countries of the
region as adding to the prob-
lem.
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3 kllled in
city incidents

By DMCH Correspondent

Three persons were killed
and four others injured in sep-
arate incidents in the city yes-
terday.

One Wazi ﬁhmed 32, who
received serious injuries in his
chest and legs near the Dhaka
Central Jail late Friday, died at
the DMCH yesterday morning.

A group of three muggers
stabbed Wazi Ahmed at Sid-
digue Bazar when he was re-
turning home by a rickshaw at
about 10:45 pm.

In another incident, one
Khalilur Rahman, 60, was
killed as he jumped from the
fourth floor of an eight-storey
building.

Sources said, Khalil, care-
taker of a building at 30 BK
Ganguli lane, Gnaaktuli, was
behaving abnormally for the
last few days. He was em
at the building for the last
seven years, police said.

A rickshawpuller Farhad,
20, succumbed to his injuries
at the DMCH early yesterday.
He was seriously injured when
a minibus hit him at Tejgaon
on Sunday night.

Meanwhile. unidentified
gunmen shot a Jatiyatabadi

Chhatra Dal (JCD) leader,
Golum Mustafa Pappu, 22, near

[“the T&T office at Maghbazar

yesterday afternoon.
Pappu was admitted to the

DMCH in a critical condition.

Sources said, gunmen from
a jeep fired on Pappu when he
was crossing the area in a mo-
tor bike,

— Star photo
shortly.

Many consumers and even
WASA officials feel that by in-
creasing the number of water-
carrying vehicles, the suffer-
ings of the city dwellers for
scarcity of water, could be re-
duced to a great extent.

Ctg jetues

From ['.ge 1
to seven cliivs to reach Chit-
lagong from Singapore, these
days il often takes double the
time for the consignment to
reach Dhaka.

To ease the crisis. Redwan
suggested that the fork Lifts ly-
ing idle at Mongla could be di-
verted to Chittagong. Also ad-
ditional space for storage of
containers, urgent procure-
ment of container-handling
machinery and immediate
c¢learance of all undelivered
dad  unclanied  import FCL

contamers and unclaimed
emply containers could be ar-
ranged and the ship ownmers
and agents permitted to bring
their own equipment to handle
their containers.

One official at the country's
major port which handles
about 1200 ships annually told
our man in Chittagong that
now six berths have been re-
served for foodgrain vessels in-
stead of the earlier three, ag-
gravating the situation.

However, the Port Authority
hopes the log-jam will auto-
matically clear once the food-
grain imports decrease.

Although the port was sup-
posed to handle four lakh tons
of foodgrain in the current fis-
cal, it has already handled
around 16 lakh tons in the 11
months from July '94, Port
sources said.

Another four lakh tons are
likely to be handled in the
next month, the sources
added.

Barisal Medical
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On July 10 last vear. the
Academic Council ol this col-
lege had decided not to allow
students' politics in the col-
lege for the next three years
and the students agreed (o
ket

3 arrested for
beating up

servant
By DMCH Correspondent

Three people were ar-
rested in the city for allegedly
torturing and Kentlng up a
young domestic servant.

Nizam, an 11-year-old boy
who used to work at a house in
Madhubazar area, was admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital yesterday with
grievous injuries. He also bore
signs of burns all over his back,
hospital sources said.

According to Dhanmandi
police, Nizam was severely as-
saulted by his master, Ripon,
25, and two other inmates of
the house on suspicion of
stealing on Sunday.

But Nizam's mother, who
lodged a case with the police,
said her child was mercilessly
beaten up for having mis-
placed a set of keys,

Dhanmondi police arrested
Ripon, Musa Harun and Nurul
Alam in this connection.

Computer firms say

Voters' ID cards can be

prepared in 6 months

By Staff Correspondent

Atunrlumnfmiﬁ

mn'uur rms yesiterday said
they would be able to prepare
identity (ID) cards (o all the 60

million voters before the next
general elections, due early
next year,

"We wanl to assure that we
are capable of preparing 1D
cards for all the voters within
six months from the Lime we
get work order. Nurul Islam
tokd a press conference on be-
hall of the consortium.

Nurul Islam. who is also
managing director of Flora
Limited. said. “over 5,000
engineers and thousands of
people would be employed in
Ihe process.”

The EC had invited pre-
yualification bids in March and
‘'wamed to know whether we
could prepare ID cards within
six months and most of us said
we could. BulL there is no
progress in this regard so far,”
I said.

Sail Shahid ol CiTech Co
Limited said il the EC did not
take any iinmediate decision in
this regard. it would put them
in to a difficult situation.

Delay by one week would
vost exira two million US dol-
lars Lo implement the project.”
he said. 1 would take one
half a month to begin the
even il the EC floated
within two or three
added.

Abu Mohammed of IBCS-
PRIMAX Software Bangladesh
Limited said non-availability of
electricity would not hamper
their work because they would
have allernative arrangements.

Replying lo questions, they
said their estimated cost
would be Taka 300 crore.
Some 3. 000 computer sets
would be needed to accom-
plish the task. they said.

The computer companies
also included Aegis Interna-
tional Corporation. AT &T. De-
velopment Design Consultant
Lid. Hi-Tech Computers Lid.
Abacus & Automation Litd.
Compuler Village Automation
Engineers, Applied Computer
Technology., Development
Planners & Consultant Ltd.
Dolphin Computers Lid and
Computer Shop Lid.
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Faults in Mirpur sub-station

Power disruption in some

city areas to continue

Star Report

Frequent power disruptions
in dilferent areas in the new
part ol Lhe cily mdy persist for
a couple of weeks due to major
luults developed in the 132/33
KV sub-station at Mirpur.

Sources in the Dhaka Elec-
iric Supply Authority (DESA)
told The Daily Star that DESA
had already approached the
Power Development Board
(PDB) lor providing it with a
50 mw transformer immedi-
ately Lo vvercome the current
power crisis.

Following the collapse of a
20 inw transiormer in Mirpur
Grid Saturday night, Dhan-
miaicli. Mirpur. Banani. Can-
tonment, Badda, Mohakhali
a1l some other areas of the
city were facing serious dis-
ruption ol power supply.

DESA sources said it has
dolne lor power rationing in
the areas concerned [rom yes-
terday as an intlerim arrange-
ment and it will continue till
the transformer. that went out
of order, is replaced by a fresh
one.

"Il may take even three
weeks Lo restore the Mirpur
sttb-station and the inconve-
nience to the consumers for
such u long time is regretied”.
snid a DESA source, expressing
unwillingness to be named.

However. power supply
[rom a new 2x50/75 MVA sub-
station at Basundhara begin-
ning Irom today will reduce
the sufferings of the residents
ol Banani, Gulshan, Canton-
ment. Badda and Baridhara ar-
eas. said Khan Ledhi Saiful
Huay., Executive Engineer of
DESA's High-Voltage Sub-sta-
Lioni Division in Gulshan.

Problems ol electricity sup-
ply in Mirpur area would be
resolved 1o a great extent after
Lthe installation ol a sub-station
at Kallyanpur by June 30, he
added .

According to a DESA
source. there is a remote plan
to link the Kabirpur Grid in
Manikganj to the Mirpur Grid
and once il is done. there will
be an end to power disruptions
in the new part ol the city.

Besides 1he domestic con-

suiiers, e mdustries, partic-
ularly. a large nuinber ol ex

port-led garment factories sit-
uated in Mirpur area, have
been badly affected by the lat-
est power failures.

Owners of garment factories
in Mirpur area alleged that
timely shipment of their prod-
ucts to the foreign buyers
could not be ensured due to
power disruptions for hours
together everyday.

S Korean investment

From Page 1

company has embarked on
establishing a cement factory
having an annual production
capacity of 2.50.000 tons. The
work is going on ahead of
schedule and the factory is ex-
pected to go into production
in November. Farooqg Sobhan
said.

Hyundai had also been
asked to consider investing in
other heavy industrial sectors.
including steel and engineer-
ing and the government has
offered to enter into a man-
agement contract with it for
the running ol Lthe Chittagong
Steel Mills.

Besides, there had been
fruitful meetings with South
Korean business leaders and
investment groups on invest-
ments in shoe, leather. rail-
ways and telecommunications
sectors. Investors also showed
interest in pulp manufacturing
from green jute.

Bangladesh, the Foreign
Secrelary said, has excellent
bilateral ties with South Korea

Bosnia
From Page 1

Severe consequences'
captives are harmedl.

The first British reinlorce-
ments were to arrive in Split.

Croatia today. British Foreign
Secretary Douglas Hurd re-
fused to say whether they
would be under the command
of London, or the United Na-
tions.

Two thousand US Marines
were being positioned to the
Adriatic Sea, where the air-
craft carrier Theodore Roo-
sevelt was headed, said Lt Col
Michael Wood of the US Army.

The German daily Die Welt
the United States and Canada

commando-

peacekeepers. The newspaper
did net name its source.

-Transport strike
i & Bw Wises daved to

run with police escort
in the morning, umnl
crackers exploded at the
terminal in which at
least five

were
The organi

if the

sers of the strtke
claimed that their Rajshahi of-

fice was damaged by the anti-
strike workers.

and has extended support to it
for a non-permanent seat in
the UN Security Council.

Discussions also took place
for -establishing air-link be-
tween Dhaka and Seoul. It
would be examined if the
existing flight to Tokyo could
be re-routed through Seoul.

South Korea also expressed
its desire to take more man-
power from Bangladesh and
assured of giving top priority
to Dhaka in recruiting man-
power. A delegation from the
Ministry of Labour and Man-
power shall shortly visit South
Korea for discussions in this
regard.

During the Prime Minister's
visit, three accords were
signed on scientific coopera-
tion. cultural exchange pro-
gramme and for setting up a
Iriendship hospital near Savar.

Writ filed

From Puge 1

opportunity to become eligible
voters despite having reached
the legal age of 18 years, he
said.

The lawyer also referred to
Serial or Item 11 of the voter
registiration form No 2 which
allowed a voter an option to
cast his vote from an area his
choice.

But a later directive of the
Election Commission said a
voter will have to fill up the
registration form from the
place where he intends to cast
his vote.

This latest directive is con-
trary to Serial 11 of the regis-
tration form No 2, inconsistent
with the rule and violative of a
voter's choice to exerc¢ise his
right of franchise, Advocate |s-
lam said.

The petitioner sought a rule
from the court.

After hearing the peti-
tioner's lawyer, the High Court
bench comprising Justice Is-
mail Uddin Sarkar and Justice
Abu Sayeed Ahmad, asked the
Attorney General to make his
submission today.

The court is expected to
give its decision after hearing
the Attorney General.

Advocate Nurul Islam was
assisted by Maudud Ahmed,

Rabeya Bhuiyan, K S Nabi,
Habibul Islam Bhuiyan, Amin
Mahfuzur Rahman, Abdus
Salam Mandal, Alauddin Khalid
and Farah Mahmud.

DHAKA TUESDAY,

MAY 30, 1995

The Baily Star e — — ———————
The Midnight File

w

chairman

:-l’pnll:m.

P
understood 1o have decided that the extension for the time
being shall be only for six months beyond July 17 when the
present term of the president's rule expires, reports PTI.

From I.yfe |
dures they follkm when placing
orders with a garmemt factory.

Majority of the buyers rep-
reserilatives said that before
placing any orders they verify
that the [actories do not em-
ploy any under-aged workers,
the sources said.

Meanwhile. in a letter to
the BGMEA president. the Co-
Chairperson of the Child
Labour Coealition [CLC). Pharis
J Harvey. said that the organi-
sation would postpone its ear-
lier announced boycott cam-
paign against Bangladeshi gar-
menis in the US for one week
starting from the date the let-
ter was written, on May 26. A
copy of the letter was also
faxed to The Daily Star.

The CLC had earlier threat-
ened to launch the beoycott
campaign after the BGMEA re-
jected an earlier MOU on the
phased elimination of child
labour on May 17

In the letter. Harvey said
that the CLC would suspend
the next phase of its campaign
and stop sending out packets
of information about the boy-
cott to the press and the pub-
lic. He. however, added that
the organisation would not
suspend the boycott pro-
gramme itself, but would post-
pone for one week the “next,
mass phase of our work.”

"If. in this week, significant
progress is being made toward
a new MOU, we will continue
the suspension and inform our
members of the progress,”
Harvey said in the letter. “If,
however, there has not been
significant progress, our plans
will proceed as earlier de-
sicned.”

Workers’ appeal

Meanwhile, a BSS report
said. the president of the
Bangladesh Garments Sramik
Kalyan Samity (BGSKS), Tanvir
Siraj yesterday made a fervent
ﬂppcal to all foreign buyers of
garment products in the USA,
Europe and Asia not to be mis-
guided by the propaganda be-

Push-in

From Page |
deporting people and none can
just be pushed outl by being
given a label of Bengali or some
other name.

Asked about the Indian
Foreign Secretary's visit to
Dhaka to discuss the water-
sharing issue, Farooq Sobhan
said: "We are still waiting for a
date from the Indian side."

About Pakistani special en-
voy Prof ND Khan's current
visit, he said the envoy has
come to discuss the situation

in Kashmir and also share
their concern about the
Charar-i-Sharif incident.

He said that has

already condemned the de-
struction of the Muslim shrine.

The Foreign Secretary re-
fused to comment on the In-
dian move for holding elec-
tions in Kashmir.

Pak envoy
From Page 1

gency nieeting of the Foreign
Ministers of the Islamic coun-
tries to discuss the matier.

"Pakistan wants implemen-
tation of the UN reselution on
Kashmir." which calls for al-
lowing the Kashmiris to de-
termine their own destiny,
Professor Khan said.

Begum Zia made Bangla-
desh's stand clear reminding
that Bangladesh had already
condemned the destruction of
the holy Charar-e-Sharif shrine
and expressed deep concern
over the violation of human
rights.

Prof N D Khan said Pakistan
deeply appreciated the posi-

- tion of Bangladesh.

During the meeting, the
envoy conveyed regards of the
Pakistani Prime Minister to
Begum Zia and said the people
of Pakisian also had great re-
spect for her.

Prot Yunus

From Page 1

present as chiel guest at the
function. attended by 900
guests lrom 30 countries.

The Freedom Prize is given
for the outstanding contribu-
tion in science. politics, and
soclal activities,

Prof Yunus got the prize for
mobilising private initiative Lo
overcome the viclous circle of
poverty. Without regard to pre-
vailling financing practices, he
offers partnership to those
whose only assets are their will
and determination, says the ci-
tation.

Convinced that poverty has
to be overcome by the peoor
themselves, he created a bank
for the common people. mak-
ing mini-loans available partic-
ularly to women. in order to
increase (he opportunities for
work prosperily and grealer

| dignity

Child labour issue

ing made by a section of NGOs
against the garment industry
on the issue of child labour.
The BGSKS leaders said the
garment sector in Bangladesh
had already earmed a good
name in the international

our own Inhm:r nrwmu.

the government and the
BGMEA to settle the matter.”
Siraj presided over an
emergency meeting of the as-
sociation at the BGSKS office
here. BGSKS leaders
Dr Syed Zakir Hossain, Akhi
Khanom, Upendra Chandra
Roy, Mohammad Hanif M A
Matin. Helel Akhand, Sohrab
Hossain Babu, Bina, Rumana,
Raju Hossain, Hijal Sarkar and
Advocate Jasim Uddin ad-
dressed the meeting.

24 more killed
in Kashmir
battles

SRINAGAR (hhia). May 29:
Eighteenn Muslimm  separatist
guerillas .and six civillans died
in separate gunbattles
overnight in this northern In-
dian state of Kashmir, police
said here today. reports AFP,

Army soldiers gunned down.
six Muslim insurgents after
Lthey crossed over Lo the Indian
zone ol Kashmir early Monday
from the Pakistan-adminis-
lered part of the divided Hi-
malayan state, an official
spukesiman here said.

I"TT adds: Pakistani (roops
loday lired [five rockets on
Ponch town from across the
line ol ¢control (LOC) but there
were 11 casualties. officials

Zia's death
From Page |

The Jatiyatabadi Samajik
Sangskritik Sangstha (JASAS)
will show documentary films
on Zia's life and works and
hold a photography exhibition
at the

The Bangla;d:lh Shishu
Academy will place wreaths at
Zia's mazar this mo and
hold a discussion and milad
mahfil at 4 pm.

The central committee of
the Zia Forum will hold a dis-
cussion meeting and a milad
mahfil at the mazar premises
at 4 pm tomorrow.

The BNP has arranged play-
ing the recorded speeches of
the late president in different
localities of the city.

In a message on the occa-
sion President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has called for showing
respect of Ziaur Rahman by
implementing the ideals and
goals of the late president for
the welfare of the people and

systemn Ziaur Rahman had in-
fused dynamism in the other-
wise stale politics of the day,
the President said.

AL rejects
From Page |
controversial item three days
after the start of the country-
wide registration made things
more complicated.

The AL leader mentioned
that he has been receiving
complaints from all over the
country that most of the enu-
merators were chosen from
the supporters of ruling party.

He suspected that about 80
per cenl of the enumerators
might belong to the BNP.

Zillur demanded simplifica-
tion ol the registration process
to ensure the enlistment of all
eligible voters and suggested
extension of the time for the

Asked whether his partly
would t the new voter
lst. the AL leader said, "We are
observing the situation.”

Sources close to the AL
high command sald that the
party has been closely moni-
toring the registration process
and has taken a wait-and- see
policy before taking a stand on
the isaue.



