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- Why Transport Strike?

On the first day of the 48-hour trangport strike
called by the Sarak Paribahan Sramik Federation
one transport worker was killed, more than 100
others, including passengers, wer¢ injured — 10
of them seriously. There were series of clashes
between the supporters of the strike and those of,
opposing transport organisations. This once again
brings to the fore the inevitable question df anar-
chic development we are fast plunging into,
thanks to the administratiVe stoicism. Impres-
sions trom almost every sector are aplenty that no
one has the slightest qualms to take law in his
own hands. There is a general tendency to settle
score through organised terrorism or anarchy.
And all this by default of the government.

‘We do not question the right to strike or other
peaceful means of demonstration. But certainly
oppose violence, use of force and other intimida-
tory means often resorted to in the name of
strikes. hartals and demonstrations. If striking is
a democratic right. opposing the move is as much
a fundamental option. But neither side has the
right to impose on each other its own decision. It
is exactly at this point the striking transport
workers have infringed upon the non-striking
workers' rights. They have not only burnt two
buses but also damaged about 25 others. Report-
edly the police stood silent spectators and inter-
vened only after hours of clashes.

The police action is symhbolic of the wait-and-
see policy of the government. When such' is the
law enforcers stoic response to running battles,
it is futile to expect responsible behaviour from
striking or opposing employees. Otherwise, how
can one explain the 48-hour transport strike that
has caught the general public off guard. Before go-
¢ ing for such a lengthy programme, there is a

need for coming through several stages and ex-

ercises, none of which was done this time. Sur-
prisingly, no prior warnings or notices were even
issued. But conventional wisdom says that such
public services cannot be delinked from respon-
sibilities to the users. That principle has long
been.a casualty with the administratien no{ doing

“its dpfrt of the job properly. To revive the order

~'and restore ce in

and act promptly. It needs to be tough as well.
Long accumulated garbage has to be get rid of
from the system. Can the government rise up to’

the challenge? - - » S )
.
A Growing Threat to
. There was a time in the Pakistani pulnﬁi&l span
when the so-called Chinese eateries.spread over

. Dhaka city. In recent years video sho
liferated all over the city in the same fashion.

way diagnostic centres and hospitals and clinics |
are sprouting everywhere in the town, this new

rowth may in no time beat the earlier fads hol-
w — in terms of numbeér of join _
of investment. One knows only too well that the

lspread of dia '

.‘lflljbs are a’ m&m ‘
rooming of coaching centres.. in the former case
‘physicians and surgeons have struck-a gold mine
' to supplement thejr tabulous but regular earning.
-~ In the later teachers and cven students have de-
vised a new mechanism to fleece students {‘au]ghi
up in the admission ordeal. It is foolish therefore
to be waximlpresaig by the
ently helpful enterprise.
Nothing illustrates the k
of the privately owned and run clinics and
ospitals. While there is no way of Euaranteeing
that a spurt in hospital bed num ‘to even
~twofold the present city capacity, inclusive of
government facilities, would at all mean more
people would get their money's worth of medical
care, there is literally no end to the problems
-this will create. For one thing this will blow up

growth of any appar-

the as yet unaddressed albeit very serious prob- .
lem of disposal of hospital waste. ., -
Hospital services have so long been exclusively

a government enterprise. There was -as such no
problem in getting the hespitals to .abide by in-
structions government felt were neces in the
. interest of national medicare. It is strange vyet
- true that neither the gavernment nor hospital
administrations on their own did devise any ac-
ceptable way of hospital waste dis ..Now with
the radical growth of hospital treatment in the
- private sector the waste problem is sure to pose a
- serious threat to the health of all residing in this
megaci}y. Hospital waste is very special in that
most o
polluting and infecting the city's water and atmo-
sphere. e L - = £
- The government needs to formulate an ex-

‘haustive and failsafe policy in.the matter and in |

- an urgent manner. | ;
' Science Projects by the
- Thousand

About three thousand research projects on -

-science and technology aye going on in 61 re-
search organisations under 15 ministries. That is
some extraord _news. But coming from né
less an important functionary than a minister of
state, it must be true. Coming to think of it, it
seems to be quite possible that government con-
ducts so much of scientific research. With each
project entaihn]g-a cost of say Tk 5 lakh on an av-

~erage the whole undertaking weuld cost Tk 1.5
billion. We never knew government spent so

-much money on application of science. Very en-
couraging indeed. ' |

From water management and meteorology to
that oldest of all composite sciences — agricul-

» ture — there are vast areas calling for scientific
research. And the overall need must be tic.

« For the government to co respond to this
need, projects could be drawn by the tens of
thousands. But before we can appreciate the posi-
tion of §mrnment commitment in relation to

thes need for such research we must be told of

what constitutes a project. And we are also very
interested to know what happens to these pro-
jects and how are their énd-results garnered.
There seems to be an absolute indifference in-
side the. government about let the people
know of the government's thinking and activity
involving the question of brir - the benefits of
modern®science to society. s nation is still
steeped in anti-science prejudice and obscuran-
~ tism of the weirdest . One way of avoiding be-
, mf bogged down under its weight is to go for
science in a bigger way and make our people
aware of such exertions.

=

_ e administrative abil- .
ity. the government must come clean on the issue

have ro-

RN e

point better than the |

these are contaminated stuff very easily

HE crisis in fertinser. i
I it is a crisis, need some
explanatiorr. The farm-

ts as also of size ||

]

level scarcity ol lertilizer in
the boro planting season. dire-
ctly implied that the demand .
was so much in excess of
supply at that particular point
ol time. that prices shot up
like nobody's business and
farmers became so desperate
that they were forced to take
the law in their own hands.
Fertilizer godowns and tru-
cks were looted; dealers
beaten up — these were Lhe
unusual incidems reported by
newspapers. This is simply be-
cause lertilizer today is food
tomorrow. We must (Govern-

ment included) realize that
fertilizer riois and food riots
are two sides ol the same

gramophone record 1t is the
tune of fire on both sides and if
the desire is lo make some
guick money. the chances are
that it woukd turn (burn) black
due 1o the same fire.

The crisis in lertilizer can-
not be explained by the lack ol
availability ot fertilizer in the

country. According to govern-
ment statistics. domestic pro-
duction ol fertilizer increased
from less than a imillion tons
seven years back (1986 /87) to
near-around three million tons
by the end of the last fiscal
year. All told. it was an almost
shree-fold expansion. In fact,
we never had il so. and
with effect from last year, fer-
tilizer export amounted to
around hall a million tons.
Given the expor| surplus, how

come there was a domestic

shortage of urea in particular
just before the boro season’
when demand is usually at the
highest level? There was noth-
ing uncertain about the
prevailing situation. Fértilizer
consumption has always been
seasonal and being aware of
the situation. pérhaps the
clevér traders were trying to
create an artificial scarcity so
that prolits could be made at
the cost of poor farmers. After
all. it is a [ree market — isn't
it? It is m Iree market no
doubt. but definitely not a [ree-
for-all jnarketl and this was the
point. farrhers compelled to

| inake through all the incidents -

of looting and bealing.

Price Reduction

It is nmieresting to note that
the official issue price of fertil-

Jdzer was Tk 4.726 per lon in

19492/93. In the lollowing year,

T

. It is beyond any rational explanation why

Fertilizer : Crisis

or Despair
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while the international market price was at least 40 per cent higher than that. No

it was reduced by 14 per eent
and in the current fiscal year,
further reduciion of 9 per eent
lhave been made through ad-
ministrative order — not in-
duced by the market. This is
because between now and the
same Uime last year. interna-
tional prices have considerably
increased. From our own ex-
ports of urea fertilizers, Gov-
ernment’'s estimates show that
in the currenl year, export
earnings per unit would In-
crease by as much as 2§ per
cenl as compared to last year.
It is therefore all the* more dif-
licult to understand why and
for what reason, overall do-

" mestic prices, officlally admin-

istered at the factory gates.
were deliberately dropped by
as much as 20 per cent within
last two years.

Al the same time, farmer$
suffered. They paid much
more. often more than double,
the factory price. Therefore,
someone or few in-between
the producer that Is the gov-
ernment and farmers made
losts of money. According to
my estimates, at least half a
mdllion tons of urea was in-
volved and a profit of at least
Tk 4.000 per ton would mean
a colossal amount of 200 crore
taka was secured by newly ap-
pointed dealers. This is blood
money to say the least, and one
day very soon, those who made
it must also pay for it in the
samme way. In the meantime, |
do hope that the Income Tax
authorities would obtain the
list of dealers, how much they
had received from urea fertil-

izer factories, thereafter easily -

calculate the bloody profits and
secure the rightful share in
taxes. At least that part might
be ploughed back for the wel-
fare of the farrgers. Or am | out
of my mind to expect such
welfare notions from the In-
come Tax department?

It is beyond any rational ex-
planation why the price of urea
was brought down to only US$
93 /ton while the international
markeét price was at least 40
per cent higher than that. No
where else fertilizer business

=

Window on Asia

appeared so profitable. Then
clealerships were all changed
who just sold the fertilizers (o
‘the exporters/dealers for a
quick profit. This is how 200
crore taka was secured.

Subsidy

In the midst of this des-
perate situation. the opposi-
tion leader created a new fi-
asco by declaring her intention
to subsidize fertilizer sales.

Re<i assured. [armers will
never get the benefit of such
subsidy. The case ol preferen-
tial access to such benelits is
all loo well known amd after
great deal of eflorts. subsidies
were withdrawn. The problem
is simply ene of bad intentions

It powerful Tdlividuals are al
lowed to suck the blond of our
poor farmers, then no subsidy
will help. There must,be ruje

nfhwam'agmtrmlﬂuch
will go all out to protect the
interesis of poor farmers.

It may be recalled that sub- -
~ sidies were ‘originally intro-

duced in order to promote
ferttlizer consumption im the
country. The' product was not
known to the farmers. Now
there is no such . The
promotional stage is effectively
¢ver. Now the problem is to
make such inputs available on
time and in adequate guanti-
ties. Given the size of our
farms. milllons of farmers de-
mand fertilizer in small guanti-
ties. spread out all awer Lhe
country Moreover., the de-
mand is not uniform all
throughout the year while its

for all times to come. This
should not however be diffic it
since supply and production

anre IIHTIFEt]' Lllll’!!' llll!liit‘ll!!?llll
control.

A crisis in fertilizer is the
prelyde to crisis in food. Let us
all endeavour to overcome the
crisis as [ast as possible and
identify the fertilizer profit
makers to the Income Tax au-
thorities. At least through
them, some of the national®
losses could be made up in
good time.

Bangalee's Short Memory

HE urbane Bangak e is a
I man of many parts. e
" tresses like rthe Europ-
eans He [ollows the BBC. he
drives a Japanese car. he
relishes Chinese meals. he
loves 1o watch Hindi videos: he
swoons over the Pak-
dstan/Indign cricketers  But,
thqn where is the Bangalee in
him?? o
A loreign journalist report-
ing during the Liberation War
cdescribed you apd me and
other Bangalees as "Short, dark
andd talkative’. That does naot
necessarily mean that if you
are lall, fair and terse you risk
losing vour citizenship.
Actually. the Bangalee is
true to his character only in
his own home. There, clad in
his lungi he uses his hand to
have his meals, perhaps with
lis leet drawn under him
while sitting on a chair. In his
own house, he hardly speaks;
he cJommunicates through
erunts and groans. But, just let
the phone - -ring and he} in-
stantly transforms into the
suave inlernational being that
he is. He speuks In'terms of
dollars. plLins . night out at
this new Korean restaurant
i hangs up with a melodious

‘ba-hye

The British would have
voné this nation a world of
good had they taken with them
their administrative, judiciary.
education. etc. systems and
only left behind their sense ol
punctuality, This is one area
where (he Bangalee has re-
peatedly faltered. but. lg! be-
hold! we have enriched the
very  laghish ot with
such words as

1r

Eightish”,

bothered to broadcast News in
spevial lactually.  dead slow)
English for our benefit: its al-
most insulting. By the Hime 1he
newscaster saves P r-i-ni-e M-
I-n-igs-t-e-r J o-h-n M-a-j-o-r

you have already avoided being
run over by three different
Japanese cars. As for the mak-
ers of these vehicles, we could
have done well with their

~cnse of perseverance and
sense of duly. It is sill oo

i

.

mweaning anywhere from eight
o clock to midnight 1t s now
expecied thal the Chiel Guest
will be always late. It is also
permissible that e will make

an élogquent apology. The good

sicde of all this is, however late
vou may be. you c¢an never be
late" for any oeccasion. The

_ cake was supposed to be cut at

5 o clock., but we are stil
waiting al Eightish because
sonie Fupa has not yet arrived
show. that some people are
more Bangalee than vou.

The BBC need not have

early o confirm whether the
Chinese meals have anything to
(o with our population growth.

Perhaps each trait of the
Bangalee has its good and bad
sides. But the one peculiarity
amongst some of us that is un-
pardonable is the short-lived
memory, particularly with ref-
erence to politics. While the
emblematic Bangalee will be
envious of the Jews hunting
down Nazi war criminals and
profusely acknowledging their
nationalism. the samké Bangalee

~ this far has tried to brush un-

The Daily Star ' lis
"Save Dhaka” with the inten-
thon
aspects of the capital which is
lresiegéd with numerous prob-

1

¢ampaign to save Dhaka: but

-fot Chittagong.. Khulna. Ra-*
jshahi, Barisal. Sylhet. My--
mensingh to name a few other

urban settlements? Appar-
ently it is-only the capital and
no other urban area that has
reached the level ol develop-
ment which reqliires 'Saving'.

launched a campaign entilled
to focus on. different -
lems affecting the civic life. Is .

| it significant that The Daily
Star has thought fit to launch a

| age and googl

The crux of the problem is the

retarded grewth of other urban
seitlements compared with
the excessive development ol
the capital. We should wake up
to the truth that the capital

{ canrrot be saved unless we

'save’ other urban areas. and
also rural areas. In shert. to
save the capital:. save
Bangladesh first] Our priorities
should be reoriented.
Urbanization is a result of
industrialization. In that sense

~urban areas are heroic engines
of growth not only in creating .

skills and wealth for the nation
but also generating employ-
ment for migrants from rural
areas. On the other hand,
these urban centres have also
generated the most brutal and
inhuman living conditions with
large seclions of the citizens
living in squatter ‘settlements
and slums. leading Lo abject
degradation of human life. The
capital, where business enter-
prises, government institu-
tions, ‘service centres and na-
tional as well as’ international

organisations are located, ex-
pands ils boundaries and ac-

commodale the ever:growing
size of population which the

existinge inlrastructure is un-
abld 10 sustain.

No technological infovation
or better municipal manage-
ment can eflect a remedy to
the ills of urbanization. The so-
lution lies in balanced devel-
opment of the whole country.
it the’ words of M N Buch,
\'ice-chairman of the Indian
National Commission of L
izntion. (lHhastrated W
India, July 1990) there should
be an ‘urbdn-rural cantinuum’.
He suggesis major, develop-
ment inputs into agriculture,
irrigation and rural power
supply. As additional surpluses
in agricultural production ac-
cumulates. demands for pro-
tessing, marketing and trans-
porting these 1o nearby towns
are crealecd. Part of the pural

population lind eoployment in
these non-farming jobs.. Simul-
taneously, processing towns,
marketing towns and small
towns are generated. Rural
populations do not have to go
to the capital in search of jobs:;
they can go to small and
medium sized towns nearer
their homs, *

MN Buch strongly sug- -

gezateﬂ that Govt must inter-
vene in the field of economics.
A laissez-faire policy can nei-
ther be allowed to operate in
economic field nor in the field
of urban development so long
as a weak society has to face
semi monopolistic entre-
preneurs. Without Govt inter-
vention, large cities which en-
joy economics of scale, would
g0 on attracting en-
trepreneurs. To achieve de-
centralised industrial loca-
tions. MN Buch suggest: s

1. There should be a dis-

tinct interlinkage between a

town and its rural catchment.
2. Development opportuni-

' 8ir. We did not expeect it.

{though halted)
‘Jerusalem is very much in

But the USA did it and her
Ambassatlor Madeleine Al-,

‘bright vetoed a UN resolution

caling on Israel to rescind the
expropriation of, Arab land in

Jerusalem. We are stultified

and shocked.

" Israel has not suffered
anything rather she has gaingd
her belligerency. On the con-
trary the USA has lest her im-
will worldwide at
the cost of Tel Aviv.

. Israeli expropriation of 53
hectares (130 acres) of land
in East

contravention to Article 49 of
the fourth Geneva Convention
of August 12, 1949, UN resolu-
tion 242 of November 22,
1967, UN. resolution 338 of
October 22, 1973 and Israeli-

‘PLO, peace accord signed in

White House, Washipgton DC
on Seplember 13, 1993.

Let the people of Asia, Eu-
rope and Africa look into this
delicate Issue seriously for the
sake of dispensation of justice
and world peace.

We wonder whether the
USA is changing its colour
after the end of the cold war

-

.

ol

OPINION

. "Save Dhaka" Campaign -

'Num!mm

tivs agg, equitably, cregted
J0'%, generation begcomes fruly §
decentralized.

3. By providing pu-sit.iﬁ in-
puts in a large number of cen-

tres alternative migration tar-
gets would be created and the
pressure on the larger cities
wouldl thereby reduce.

In an editorial on Septem-
ber 26, 1992, The Daily Star
voiced the same opinion. It

-

suggested that moving most,of |

the labour intensive indusiries
to interiors takihg advantages
of better road communication,
waterways and network of ru-
ral electric supply, hierarchy
of small. medium, and

towns away from the capital
can be ensured. Asian Devel-
opment Réview 1994 vol 12
No 1 reports that economic
development stirategy of Sri
Lanka focused on import sub-
stitution of agriculture, pri-
marily in rice which is pro-
duced by peasant farmers. This
led to a major investment to
improve peasant agriculture
and to expand rice cultivation.

Large agricultural settlements
- were established in sparsely

populated regions. These poli-

cies mitigated some of the .

push factors that might have
produced a larger rural to ur-
ban migration. So all shades of
opinion agree that investment
in agriculture and locating in-
dustries in the interior are the
only proved remedy for over-
coming the ills of urbanization.

la coigugctign with these
strategies;- we nced to have
¢ fopmi of town and countgy
anning legislation to rigidly
regulate the growth of a city
and maintain the rural-urban
halance. The optimum size of a
town must be strictly defined
in a precise map. Alfter a gap of
20 miles or so Lhere may be
another town whose shape
would be similarly fixed by law.
The intervening space be-
tween the Lwo towns will be
reserved as a ‘green heltl' for
agriculture, afforestation etc.
No building permit will be al-
lowed in the designated green
belt’. Also when the infrastruc-
ture of a town is unable Lo sup-
port further papulation, no
more building construction
would be allowed for that town.
This rule should now be
strictly - enforced in Dhaka,
both for Govt and private build-
ings.

The notion of 'green belt
may go against, the natural
sense of justice, because a per-
son owning land in the 'gréen
belt’ would be deprived ol the
increase of property value en-
joyed by his neighbour. The
principle of 'greatesi good of
the greatest number’ would
apply here. However, some
consideration may be shown to
these people in the matter of
ownership of residen-
tial/commercial /industrial
plots in the adjacent towns on
preferential basis.

In 1994, population of

Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna and
Rajshahi, the four regional

towns were respéctively 80
lakhs, 25 lakhs. 10.5 lakhs and

6 lakhs. That is Dhaka is 3.2 .

times, 7.7 times, and 13.3
jimes as populous as Chit-
tagong, Khulna and Rajshahi.
The population of each city in-
creased by about 6 per cend
per year since 1991. we
C this with the growth
rate of some of the cities in
the developed world we find

that population of
Tokyo/Yokohama and New
York remains constant

whereas in the case of London.
Rhine-Ruhr. and Osaka. it ac-
tually falls.

City 190 200
Tokyo/Yokohama 170lakhs 171 lakhs
New York 156 lakhs 145 lakhs
London 100 lakhs 81 lakhs
Rhine-Ruhr 93lakhs 86 lakhs
Osaka 80 lakhs : 77 lakhs

Here are examples worthy
of emulatien. | have heard that
most of the regional level of-
fices have been shifted out of
London; so its populatiom has
decreased. We could try the
same. Everything need not be
piled up in the capital. Chit-
tagonians complain that politi-
cians only pay lip service when
they described Chit as
the' commercial capital. Shift-
ing of head offices of all finan-
cial organisations, including
scheduled banks and insurance
companies to Chittagong is

.suggesied by them. Other di-

rectorates, corporations. re-
search institutes etc may be
shifted to other suitable towns.
| would like to point out that
Netherlands is a country
whose capital The Hague ac-
commodates the Parliament
but the ministries are all func-
tioning from AMmsterdam.

der the carpet any suggestions
of bringing to book the culprits
at home and abroad opposing
our liberation. On the g
some of us have convenicnily
forgotten everything that hap-
pened before 1971. have taken
o speaking Urdu and even
supporting the Pakisian
cricket team on Bangladesh
soil. etc etc. The same Ban-
galee will find it hard to imag-
ine lsraelis cheering a Pales-
tinian Football Team or Man-
dela twisting' his tongue to
speak in French with Chirac.-

However. by and large, deep
inside Bangalees are true na-
lionalists. With eur past record
during *the Language Move-
ment of 1952, the Mass
Movement of 1969 and the
Liberation War, there is no
rooin to underestimate nation-
alism. We have always risen to
the poccasion.

In the meantime, why not
laze around a bit in blu€ jeans,
grab a pizza over the counter,
devour the boat-like dossas
and muhglai parathas. After all,
being Bangalee in mind, bodv
and soul, we can resort to such

luxuries as sampling all things
exotic. :

Recently we have witnessed
another reversal of the decen-
tralization policy. High Court
Divisions were established in
several towns of Bangladesh,
besides Dhaka. After a lew
years, Govt shifted them back
to Dhaka. | feel that presence
of a High.Court Division in a
town would- add prestige to it
and serve as a nucleus for fu-
ture growth.

Lastly. | have some down-to
earth suggestion about 'saving'
Dhaka. There is no gainsaying
that Dhaka has enormous ad-
vantage. A public servant
strives hard to get a posting at
Dhaka. and resists as strenu-
ously a transfer away from
Dhaka. Even if one leaves
Dhaka, he leaves his family
behind. Even retired persons |
are lingering in Dhaka. Let us
create some disincentive for
Dhaka. Young persons are ex-
pected to go and serve in rural -
areas after they have received
higher eduecation in big towns.
They deserve some incentive

‘Lo bear with the rural life.

Most of the retired ns
were uprooted from their sur-
roundings since they passed
matriculation. They have to be
provided with roots. It may be
a welcome idea if housing es-
tates are developed in thlqa
towns and retired § are
allotted plots there. The brain
drain from rural areas can be
partly restored thereby. The
presence of these people may
have a sobering influence on
the thana level sations.

And if nothing succeeds in
saving Dhaka. then the final
solution would be to shift the
capital form Dhaka!

The writer is Retd AddLl
Chief Engineer Housing and
Seitlements

=
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by imposing and .thrtﬂie_ning

economic/trade sanction_
against Iraq, Libya, Iran, China.

Japan efc. veteing UN resolu-

tion and trying to seclude and

osiracise herself from world

politics and economics or she

is making a futile attempt to

dominate the world by dint of
her military and econemic

strength. . -

O H Kabir
Dhaka -

, "On the Record"
Sir, As a regular reader of
the Star, very hesitatingly. |

~ would like to draw attention to

the political tone of the col-
umn, 'On the Record'. which is
otherwise smodthly written by
an experienced commentator.
But his political affilation
shows. One could hide it, or

display it openly — in fact the

. stance may be cleared, so that

the readers know where the

‘writer stands. No beating about
. the bush, or playing pussy cat.

Criticism or comment de-
pends on the merit of a case,
regardless of the politica! or
other origin.. The esteemed
writer never appears tp be
critical of the omissions and

SI=o

commissions of the political
party he supports; and names
the other partied, including
the names of the personalities,
in his generous critisms. This
is acceptable if he were writ-
ing a political column; which

* he is not (as far as -l could

gather). He should be fair and
straight and use the same
treatment for aH parties. It is
naive to presume one party is
faultless; and the rest have a
mole in the eye. | look forward
to his future columns. °

A senior citizen
Dhaka

#

The PM and road block

Sir, | thoroughly cnjoyed
Mr S A M S Kibria's bold and
immensely -imporiant article
on People's Rights lagst Sunday.
We need more and more of
such articles to help us,
breathe in this almost suffocat-
ing atmosphere.

The other evening | was
taking a rickshaw ride from
Kakrail to Segun Bagicha. Just
as my rickshaw turned the
corner of the Shilpakala
Academy 4 tew |olicemnen
standing Uicie judely called
out "no rickshaws on this road,
turn away’. The rickshaw came

to a dead halt. | asked one of
them "why not rickshaws on
this street?” "The PM is visit-
ing the Shilpakala Academy”
came the quick reply. "So
what? does Lhat give you the
right to harass us like this?"
Another policeman intervened,
"Sir. this js our duty...” | gave
up with a disgusted look an
asked the rjckshawpuller to
take the detour around Top-
khana Rgad.

Seething with wunvented
anger | recollected Mr Kibria's
article about the oppressive
way our elected PM blocks off
all roads when she chooses o
move about town.

But what about this case,

-she was inside giving nice,

lecturés on poetry and Nazrul
and having her photographs
taken on taxpayers money.
While outside one cannot use
the road on a rickshaw! What
do her security advisers think?
That people who threaten

- PM's security will ride on rick-

shaws?

Anyways, | feel affronted.
My rights 'ave beei. trampled
on and | . id to povoext a in
terms of Lakas and, e Who
do 'l go to for recompense?
Just for the records, guess

R e e

who will not get my vote come
election time.

| am eagerly waiting for Mr
Kibria to enlighten us on the
British Citizen's Charter, May |
propose we too try and draft a
Peoplé's Charter of our own. It
may not work today but maybe
our children gr our children’'s
childrep will benefit someday.

Wasif Islam
Dhanmandi, Dhaka

UN failure and
* morality

UN failure and morality
Sir. Nowadays it is bcuz
observed that the success

many UN activities, lacking in
moral and human approach, is

" facing severe criticism and

question for its -failure in
achieving goals. Now time has
come to realise that no efforts
for social and human resource
development activities on the
globe can bring about expected
success in absence of morality
and humanity. It reminds us ol
the outcome of [JN summits at
Rio de Janeiro. Catro and
( vpenhagen which drastically
dishearténed the whole world

population.
None can deny that morality

. "A Proposa

e T _

is the ultimate solution to the
crucial problems of the con-
tempotary world like AIDS,
poverty, violation of human
rights, environment pollution, .
terrorism, drug abuse, oppres-
sion on womnen, social injustice
etc. In this context a timely
proposal _fr?m Bangladesh, viz

to the Uniied Na-
tions on Moral Development
Approach: A New World Order
for Peace” was placed at the
United Nations.

‘With a view w ensuring
durable peace. discipline and
social justice everywhere on
the globe, the United Nations
and its member staies must
come to consider and
implement this timely and
unique proposal for universal
moral development pio
gramme.

Thus we the common peo-
ple of the world wish te re
mind the UN and its member
states of the mystery ol the
fatlure of the most UN eflforts.
We believe thal today or to-
morrow an all-our movement
will start throughout the world

i thie omiver  al 1 Lo yf
O] MK 1l
M Fazal Shaki

Station Road [Dinajpmer




