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our magination s Hairse,
indeed . hyvbrids did pot only
galse © (o .Etl][}l't‘I‘T‘T!'t‘ﬂlf“l.l levels
the vield potential of maize,
Hut also laid the basis for rapid
iransition of agriculture i the
Itiitedd States. where maize
hybrids were lirst developed
i introdaced. -Between the
l‘ﬁtﬂlﬁ and 1980. maize vields
h the 1S more Lthan
quadrupled — perhaps hardly

there 'is any other grop where

Yecords of vield improvement
®in match this record ®rowth
fate of productivity. Later
fyhrids were successtully
Heveloped and in;m!uc-td i
#ther crops such 4s sorghum.
Sunflower. cottan, pearl millet,

etc. The ecommon  charac-
ristics of these crops are
- that they are cross--polli-

nating, that is. in order to get
fertilized and subsequently sel

'seeds the female (lower re-
quires pollgn fequivalent to
sperm in animals] ‘from an-

other plant. This phenomenony
makes it easier to produce a
large number of hybrid seeds
for commercial use withoul too
much effort. This largely ex-
‘plains why hybrid technology

"‘has been so successful in

cross-pollinating plants. But

twe hear a lot about modern va-

rieties of rice and wheat, two

Aimportan! self pollinating food

‘Revolution  through much of

through making a lot of hy- -

the Tropical Asia. And they are
known to have been developed

dbrids involving a large number

«of varieties, lines, and tradi-

tional land races.

* Isn't.
‘hére that may mmake one
confused ? Yes. there is, this is
‘in order bring out
impﬂrtant differences. When
we talk of a hybrid crop. let's
Aake hvbrid maize, we mean a

- commercial crop raised from

the first generation seeds (F1)
‘obtatned from crossing two
varieties that are genetically
.different. The- planting
“aterial F1 seed.
to be produced every year and
fn quantities large enough to _
allow plantings on a

fummt_:r{:ia-!_ scale. The hybrid

therefore, something -

arl

1

.cereals that carried the Green .

thus needs |,

wr.hnniugv capitalizes on the
exploitation of an important
genefical phenomenon.
Liererosis, — an enhanced vigor
resulting from eross breeding
— which the first generation of
a cross wraditionally displays
The case lor MVs is a bit dif
terentt. Here breeders do pro-
duce Fl seeds bul in a very
limited amount and not fer
commercial plantings. The
purpose is Lo raise a population
that contains individual plants
with a great deal of variability.
The breeders then perform
the next important task. They
seléct individual plants in this
population that have the desir-

by Dr. Indrajit Roy

Ehmﬂf scientists undgr ‘the
leadership of Professog Yuan
Long-ping at the Hybrid Rice
Research Center. Human
Province started in 1964 thedr
proneering work aimed at de-
veloping a genetical mecha-
nism that could induce in the
female parent male sterility,
maintain*if from generation to
generation and restore it sub-
sequently. This mechanism
was designed top make the rice
plant behave like a cross-polli-
nating one and thus mdke #
easier to produce hybrid seeds
in amounts that could make
hybrid rice production techni-
cally feasible and economically

It is the responsibility of the policy makers to create
conditions where scientists can use their talent and

creativity to develop new knowledge and technology,

' take them to the farmers, and ultimately let them put

into use to increase production and support economic

growth of the country.
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able cnmhinﬁiiﬂ‘n of character-
istics. They grow the progeny
of those selections, called

lines. through at least six gen-

erations’ to stabilize “the line
and produce true breeding off-
spring. This process thus pro-
duces pure line tmproved va-
rieties instead of pure hybrids.
In ‘'other words, for conven-
tiohally-bred modern tartrth:!
first generation seed (F1),
the starting paint in the ]nng
chain of events to abtain a fin-
ished product for commercial
use. For hybrid varieties, F1 is
an end in itself that represents

the final preduct for farm-level

exploitation.

The major caonsiraint that
stood for a long time- on the
way of developing hybrid rice
is the absence of a biological
miechanism that could facili-
tate cross-pollination in rice
plant. Rice is a typically -sell
pollinating plant with male and
female reproductive organs lo-
cated in the same flower. Con-
ventionally when breeders

make hybrids for developing -

pure-line varieties.ihey, hand
emasculate the female parent
separating mechanically the

male reproductive. part leaving -

intact the femal¢ one which is
subsequently fertilized by
pollen from another plant.The

attractive. But this régearch
group had to wait till 1970
before they could locate a wild
rice plant that- had abortive
pollen, that is. one that
couldn't Tertilize the egg
(female reproductive ¢ell) in
its own flower. It was this

source of male sterility that ,

subsequently laid the founda-
tion for successful deyelop-
ment of the genetical system
that could facilitate hybrid
seed production on a commer-
cial scale.

The hybrid rice technology
rests on keeping on shelf
three types of lines labeled as
hybrid rice parl:ntaj lines. The

" first one is a male sterile (MS)

line because of its inability to
produce viable pollen. It is
used as a female parent, also
called the seed parent. in hy-
brid rice seed production. The
second one is a maintainer line
whose job is to maintain the
sterility of MS, plants frem
generation to genesation. The
third one is the restorer line
wRich when crogs with an MS
line restores its fertility.lead-
ing to setting of seeds.
Evidently the People's Re-
public of China became the

 first country of the world to

develop hybrid rice and start
its commercial planting since

. 1990.

i
du

1973. It s now grown through
out China in various ecosys-

tems, representing the tropi-
cal, sub-tropical, and temper-
ate conditions. In the initial
years, the yield gains of hybrid
rice were only marginal
the success of China in open-
ing a new production fron-
tier to ,rice farmers in itself
was amazing and fascinating.
But there were skeptics too.
The US Central intelligence
Agency, in its evaluation of hy-
brid rice wechnology “in the late
1970s. rated it'as not being a
majer breakthrough i rice re-
search and estimated Lhe
viekl gaings it ollered as oo in-

yet'

Hybrid Rice: The Technology to lead
Rice Farming into the 21st Century

' HENEVER we talk of
the hvybrids. the crop
(hat wariablh eadohies

tons during the same period.
The 2 mha of rice land thus
saved s now diverted lor
growing high-value crops. This
is an exampile of how crop
cultivation can be diversified in
a Ltypically rice-dominated
ecgnomy in Bangladesh
recently there is much talk
about crop diversification. But
if we mean business, no gne is
sure how thalt goal would be
achieved in reality when it is
unthinkable to reduce rice

area at the current level of
productivity
One factor that many

thought would be a limiting
one for expansion of hybrid

hwhrid seed rn-uld be brought
down within affordable limits
the production technology re-
mains complex that reguires
specialized skills and a ther-
ough understanding of various
practices o minimize cosis
and maximize returns. The
hybrid rice seed production
technology is a multi-stage
provess Lhat inveh es multipli -
cation ol (he seeds of MS lines,
production of the foundation

seeds of ihe parental lines. and

production of the F1 seed
proper. In fact, the develop-
ment of an efficient seed pro-
duction system was the key to
the suecess of bhybrid rice in
China.

The success with hybrid

rice im Chut is so impressive
that it i~ other nations

“ini the Asi. Ny ific Region. In-

dia, Indoncsia, Malaysia,
Philippines. Sri Lanka. Thai-

land, Republic of Korea and
Vietnam are the countries that

have initiated sirong ressearch

ket by Noazesh Aluned & Nadboddin Ahmed courtesy — Bangladesh

significant to become economni-
ically attractive.

But subsequent develop-
ments proved those predic-
Lioirs wrong. in 1990, gbout 18
million hectares or 54% of to-
tal’ rice gyea in China were
planted te hybrid rice that
produced 63% of the total rice
in the ‘country. The current
vields of hybrid rice in China
are 6.6 t/ha in contrast to 4.5
t/ha produced by conventional
varielies — a 46.8% growth in
productivity. This high produc-
tivity of hybrid rice dllowed
China to reduce its rice grow-
ing area trom about 35 mha in
®979 to about 33 " mha in
while its production
rose from 140 to 188 million

rice is high cosl of hybrid seed
production. In the early stages,
the average yield for hybrid
rice seed was only 0.41 t/ha in
China., which till 1981 still
remained at 0.67 t/ha. At that
time the cost of hybrid rice
was len times the cosl of non-
hybrid rice. But seed produc-
tivity jose tremendously in
the 1980s and by 1991 the
average seed yield rose to 2.25
t/ha that lgwered the cost of
hybrid seed. There is yet an-
other trade-off: the require-
ment for hybrid seed as plant-

ing material is about half that -

of the conventional varieties —
a factor that eases farmers' ac-
cess to hybrid seed despite its
higher cost. But if the cost of

and development ({ R & D)
programmes on hybrid rice.
Most of these programmes are
still in the early stage. How-
ever, India and Vietnam
seemed to be ready to launch
commercial production of hy-
brid rice. FAO, UNDF, and
IRR} are providing active and
sirategic support to these two
countries thrnug'h active in-
volvement and suppeort from
the Chinese scientists.
Compared with these coun-
tries Bangladesh lags far be-
hind in hybrid rice research
let alone its development. The
imperatives of Bangladesh to
invest in hybrid rice R & D,
however, seems to be no less
compelling than those. couyn-
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Fr@p&rly especially affecting
he poor. The RDRS working
firea covering 28 Thanas in 6

“districts with a population of

bout 6 million in the northern
gion ol Bangladesh is most

_susc ‘eptible to flash tloods and -

*mer -bank loods. mainly for
the ' mighty Brahmaputra,
‘Dharla and Teesta rivers. The
Yhort and long tErm impact of

Yhe floods on the poor [about

' r,m monment.

BO% ol totu) population) who
Are RDRS target people and on

‘PEE’PIH]}IHEHI activities- ofv the

area is VETY adverse.
Particularly. the Kurigram and
Talmonirhat [¥istricts in the

north-east, with a pnpulallﬂn :

of more then 2.5 million. of
which’ about 2 million are
éxtremely poor.
effected again, the poor living
in. the Chars and river
E:mhankmf;ul areas of RDRS

_working area are particularly

tulnerable to fleod which most
ﬂt the time cause severe dam-
agq to their immediate envi-

Iﬂumtnt and make their lving
mhumanh’ diflicult, ;

“ The development aim of
RBDRS. which assists more

tﬁen 200,000. ]’JD[ISE‘hﬂlL’H an- -

naally. is to achieve sustainable
increases in the living stan-
gﬁrd of the rural poor throtgh
Tevelopment of* peoples’
'nuwlﬁﬂgie and skills 1o live
rld prosper within the natural
and also to min-
imise the adverse effect of nat-

- ural calamities. including flood.

-THE FLOOD ACTION

. PLAN (FAPJ

.. Over the lasi three decades.
?‘i ’EE‘I’iE‘S ol plans have been
{hdiked out and eflorts have
been taken te contain flood
dnd it devastating effects -on
economy and people's life. The
Mitest in the. series is (he much
orchestrated- Flood Action Plan

(FAP) initiated aft®r the devas-

tating {loods of 1988, The na-

ture and Size of FAP suggesi

that it wiglit have a major
Dearing on the nalural envi-

. ronment of the country and on

the population. As such, RDRS
iikt other organisations has
been keenly observing the
wrocess and devglopment of
Flood Action Plan (FAP) activi-
Hes since inception.

». The .nain nbje::live of -FAP
were to: | '

.3 *safeguard life and liveli-

hoods: -
¢ *minimize pntﬂnt.lai Mlood
;r,iamagt—'

*improve agroecological

=onditions for higher- crop

-,pmdufl;'inn: ;

., " meet the needs of fish-
gries. navigalion, commurnica-
wons and public health;

* promote commerce  and
Jndustry: and

are worst .

* create ﬂdﬂd{reé land for

a better living environmfent.
The original FAP plan doc-

-ument listed 26 activities alto-
" gether:

11 main components
and angther 15 supportive
studies. Subseguently, some of
these componentis were sub

divided, or developed new off .

shoots -studies. Of the main
FAP components, there were-5
major regional studies cover-
ing most, but not all, parts.of

" the country.

An. evaluation of the
progress made it possible to
identity some ol the is-
sues/aspeects that were not
taken imto consideration ap-
propriately and neetls now to
be duly addressed. A major
shift .in policy was for FAP to

‘move away from flood mitiga-

tion to flood management.
Soon. this too shifted further
in integrated water manage-
ment. The reason for the above
stated policy . shifts in respect

. to FAP may be attributed to the

reactions manifested by the
academics, -environmentalists,
gdonor community and above
all. ’rw' the NGOs on possible

. which siltation of rivers,

by Razaul Haque & Akhter Hussain

deep flooded B-Aman with
shallow flooded HYVT Aman.
But how far these projects
have been successful in fulfill-
ing the above objective has be-
come an issue of controversy.
Regional study such as, North
West Regional “Study found the
effects on crop- production
have generally been positive
duée to increased use high
yield variety of paddy. On the

other hand the South-West

Regional Study the expected

‘increase in agriculture pro-

ductivity is yet to be realised.
Any attempt to purposefully

"change farming practices by
+ disregarding age old traditions

will also have detrimental ef-

fects on agricultural produc- |

tion.
Fisheries: Fisheries and

fishing people ‘play a central

role in the economic and so-
cial life of the country. Open
capture fisheries in Bangl
is declining. A number of fac-
tors are responsible for this
declining phenomenon * of
Beels

and Haurs caused by flood con-
drainage and

trol, irrigation

adesh -

1:’

-and preservation of bio-diver-
sity is tial for sustainable
development. Loss of bio-di-
versity will have a significant
impact on the future sustain-
ability of agriculture, fisheries
and’ uther production systems.

And adverse effect on bhio-di-

versity threatens the natural

balance of the counfry. Flood

control measures of gigantic
nature may cause adverse ef-
fect on the bio-diversity of dif-

ferent species. ‘the Indepen-

dent Review Mission observed
that the use of natural re-
soufces in Bangladesh is quite
extensive and little is wasted.
The Mission is of the opinion
that any changes in the water
regimes resulting from FAP
and similar interventions will

have adverse effects on bio-di-

versity situation. -

Human Displacement uul
Resettlement: Implementation
of projects proposed by the
FAP will result in large human
displacement and subsequent
resettlement of them. Such
phenomenon creates major

human preblems. It is revealed

frnm the Jamalpur Priority

People have to live with floods. 'I'hey

devastation of over-flooding.

Jdmpact of FAP interventions on

environment and poverty situa-
tion. 7

APPREHENDED

IMPACT OF FAP

Agriculture: The primary
obhjective of the flood control
and .. drainage projects in
Bangladesh has been to.in-
crease agriculture production
by providing protection from
high flood and drainage facili-
ties to dispose ofl excess water
and the conversion of wetland
to drier lands by: replacing

proj.l:ﬂrtﬂ has been: cited as the
most important factor. The

blocking of rivers and natural

channels by cross dams and
embankments has caused .dis-
ruption in the migratory pat-
tern of fish. The preliminary
results emerged from regional
and supporting studies (FAP
3.1 FAP 6, FAP 12 and FAP 16)
showed that substantial losses

- will invariably occur to fleod
plain fisheries if the propused

engineering works under FAP
psojects are implemented.
Bio-diversity: Maintenance

therefore, must learn how to manage them to avoid the

i

Projects Study and from some
research findings that about 6
million people will be affected
and 1.5 million alene living in
the Jamuna Charlands are
likely to be washed away if not
otherwise resettled, if projects
recommended by FAP studies
are implemented in the re-

n. Moreover, river channeli-
satioh by FAP embankments

will increase the risk of flood ,

damage for downsteam areas
and for land and populatien be-
tween embankments.

Socio-Psychological: Im-

to Live with Floods

plementation of FAP Preject
will have great socio-psycho-
logical imipact on the lives of
the people living in the pro-
posed project areas. As dis-
cussed earlier, a large number
of people will lose their lands
including homestead due to
land acquisition. This implies
that they are to settle and
work in different environment.
These displaced people will
have to look for new homes
and livelihood in other areas.
Such socio-psychological ef-

-fects on people to be affected

by the FAP projects will fur-
ther aggravate the acute

poverty situation.
It may be stated that normal

floods are sometimes blessing

in disgulse as the flood waters
from the upper riparian region
brings alluvial solls down to
the plains which in reality act
as natural fertilizer for the fol-

lowing erops. What plays havoc -

through destruction of crops.
properties, livestock ‘and hu-
man lives etc, are occasional
heavy floods inundating crops
lands, homestead etc. Essen-
tially the problem is of
drainage congestion, which

may be solved by allowing silt-

laden floodwater to move cross
country without hindrance by
Phrhu:al pbstructions.

n RDRS's perceplion,

structural solutions to flood as
proposed in the FAP studies
.are very costly and will lead to
large scale human misery.
Therefore. in reviewing and fi-
nal planning of the FAP activi-
lies the following points may
.be considered:

- attention should be: t'u—

cused on flood preparedness al
the commuhity level;

.- there is a great need for a
proper cost benefit analysis;
- FAP to be treated as’a cat-

" egory case [rom environmen-

Ltal view point;
the effects of earlier
schemes should be taken into

consideration:

- planning of FAP like ini-
tiatives should take interna-
tional and regional factors irito

consideration:

- within Bangladesh. plan-
ning is needed at Ilo-

cal /regional /national level:

- people's participation is a
necessary pre-condition re-

garding FAP,

- local capacity to deal with

floods should be incorporated

in FAP plans,

- the consequences of dis-
placement of the population
should be addressed;

- attention is needed for
flood mitigation rather than
fléod protection;

-NGOs should be involved in
FAFP related activities

The broad objective of

RDRS approach is to minimise

loss of life, damage and dis-
ruption suffered by people
especially the poor during
flood. They try to achieve this
end by establishing sustainable
disaster-preparedness pro-
grammes at Lthe grassroots
level with active local partici-
pation and involvement of local
organisations of the poor.
RDRS believes that flood

- damage can be minimised

when people are educated on

longer term means of reducing

their vulnerability (mitigation).
RDRS has approached
flood problem from a different
(more human] perspective.
Flood is a time bound, natural
phenomenon and people have
to live with it. As_such, RDRS
puls emphasis on a) equipping
Lthe  people with necessary
knﬂwltujgt‘ and skills to en-
counler any disaster situation
caused by llood. and b) mini-
mize the adverse effects.

RDRS's training and aware-
ness-building activities are

generally targeted towards the

following groups: poor house-
holds living in flood prone ar-
eas; emergency volunteers to
be nominated by the commu-
nity; — staff of NGOs operating
in the locality; and - members
of local government. ;

The mitigation training and
measures include; - cultivation

~of flood resistant crops; di-

versification; homestead gar:
dening: change of food habit
(promotton of potatoes instead

of rice, which can be stored

for emergency use); planned
livestock rearing, and sale
prior to flood; improved stor-
age facilities and food preser-
vation: gréund raising and con-
struction - of flood. resistant
house; tree plantation; small
scale irrigation. and health ed-
ucation. (including clean water
angl sanitation).

Preparedness training and
programmes included the fol-
lowing: — stdrage of dried food,
seed and drinking water;
money saving: — construction
of Nlood shelters-and raised
grounds; —flood proofing
housing cunntrucuun: — early

War

nlnﬁ_‘ dtplh review of Sev-
eral studies and pilgl projects
undertaken by FAP so far re-
veals that basically structural
solutions to flood problems
have been given utmost impor-
tance. The nonstructural peo-
ple centred options have not
received due considerations.
The reality in the context of
Bangladesh is that people have
to live with floods. Emphasis
sifould therefore be given on a
comprehensive management of
disaster caused by over-flood®
ing with full and active partici-
pation of the community peo-

ple.

The writers are assm‘.lawd.
with RIDRS
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tries. This is evident fromu the
demand projections for foed
mﬁumumm
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For Bangladesh as else-
where in the world,
"oty in launching cém-
w?s. | production of hybrid

~ 1o build an efficient hy-

hrul seed Fﬁdm sysiem.

in jact, :
for not devoting meaningful ef-
forts to hybrid rice R & D in
this ‘country. In other words.
we are about to sidestep a

technological oppertunity to

increase substantially the pro-
ductivity of rice at the current

consumption level of inputs It

is. of course, irue that the pub-
lic sector in this country would

not stand up to this challenge.
BADC . at
an estimated 5% of the seed
requirements. Even that is
confined to a limited number
of self pollinated crops w

seed production is technic

nof a diffieult task. Experi-

ences in other couritries show

that the private sector is ca-
pable of efliciently handling

the production of hybrid seeds.
Obviously, what is lacking is
appropriate initiative te devise
methods and institutions that
would create conditions for

the private sector to invest In

hybrid rice seed production.If
immediate neighbours

our

the basic

present can supply

have already achieved com-
mendable success despite the
difficulties common to all.
there is no reason why this
could not be done here* when
this country has enough of sci-
entific talents o do this job.

In the beginning we have
talked much about the Chinese
success in hybrid rice. And the
secret of this success lies in
very strong and effective sup-,
port that the Chinese govern-
ment from the wvery
beginning to rice re-
search an develop-

" ment.Scientists' efforts were
Jnatched with prudent, dedi-

- cated, and farmer-friendly in-
terventions from the gowern-
ment. We, too in Bangladesh.
strongly reiterate that gome are
those days when major gains
were achieved without active
support from the policy mak-
ers. The era has come to an
end when much could be
achieved by adding -fertilizer
and water to the soil. AL least,
we the scientists are ROt sur-
priséd when we see in news-
paper reports that rice yields
are stagnating or declining . if
we are to survive in this world
and feed and clothe our peo-
ple. it is perhaps time to look
around the world and take ap-
propriate lessons. And the les-
gon is: I is the responsibility
of the policy makers to create
conditions where scientisis
can use their talent and cre-
ativity to develop new knowl-
edge and technology. take
them to the farmers. and ulti-
mately let them put into use to
increase production and sup-
port economic growth of the
country. »

The writer is Principal Sci-
entific ° Officer(P & E).
Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Council. Farmgate,

Dhaka 1215, Bangladesh

T might soune a bit stance
to gome ol us who are not
accustomed

unusual kind of custom.Bul
basically when a Santal women
is refused by hegr partner. who
having had relationship with
her. fails to give recognition.
she takes matters into her
own hands.

This sort ol marriage, wh-
ere Lhe Santal woman forces
the man into such bindings
though rare in  their ecoamm-
unily is allowed. [t is called Nir
Beolok , Bapla.(The generie
Santal word for marriage is
bapla.)

Women in the Santal com-
munity are no different from

us Bengalees or members of-

other tribes, They maintain the
household chores rear the
children.weave

clothes entertain guests but at
the same time work shoulder
to shoulder with thieir males in
thie fields says Teresa Tudu,
Training Secretary.Bangladesh
Adivasi Sanityv. Takurgno.

A Sanal woman ay have
huslmru! — epen i he may nol

“These .‘:sanla]i speaking
women have no idea of the
world outside their village.
“Tudu explains.{Though many
of the Santals are hilingudl
people.they have been able to
retain an aboriginal language to

jhe present day)

"These women are hard
working and can shoulder a
man's work without hesita-
tion,yet when it comes to de-
cision making they have no
say. let alone any suggestions.In
simple words men are the
bosses,'laughs Tudu who
completed her Masters from
Rajshahi University and is now
looking for a job

Like any other woman of
her age and time, she is put-
spoken. bold and determined,
setting an example among
other womenfolk in her ¢lan.

"When a Santal girl crosaes
her university level or even is a
graduate she fails to find any
suitable match, as no boys are
of- her. ealibre or status,” Elias
Marandi confésses Marandi
and Tudu passed out from the
same university

Cirls who are Santal Chris

to this very

[ Taking Matters into
Their Own Hands

by Raffat Binte Rashid

tians are coming ouf of their
shelld Siill the ratio is five is to
one___ i five boys are en-
rolled in schogl from a village
then only one girl will accom-
pany tHem.” he says. Moreover
a girl's education expenses are
expensive than boys for they
need a secure place to reside lfI:
schools are far away from ho-
me. They need better clothes
too ete.

"Our female ancestors never
knew what education was
for.they ‘were binded by strict
sacial and cultural norms and
were happy that way."Tudu re-
lates explaining further that
- when it comes to work they

get equal shares but when it-
comes to rights they are of-
fered none.

if a father wishes to givé his
daughter, parteof his property
only then he includes her in
his will otherwise legally she
gets nothing Except maybe her
bride-price(paan in San-
tali.)That too is given to the
girl's father, it was a meagre

choosing her

theé privilege . of
choose her.

amount of T‘k 12 before, is now
increased to Tk.40 in some vil-
lages. The payment ef money is
intended as proofl of legal pos

sessipn A call is given to the
girl's brother in case of Ghardi
jawae bapla, a marriage ar-
ran by the parents.

Santal women have very few
rights Though their divorced
woimen or widows can remarry
these Santal marriages have no
registration or written docu-
ments. Applying vermilion on a
girl's forehead is the main
act this gives a man to claim
the lady of his choice as his
wife. This he can do forcefully
or with everybody's consent.

These women, most of
them illiterate, are content the
way - life goes on for them
weaving clothes mats working
hard for no recognition. But as
time advances so do women . be
they Santals or Bengalees Girls
like” Teresa Tudu and others
can bring change to their lives
and in the process change the

entire society for the better
Thix [Jeafire writien
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