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Iran for lifting Bosnian arms ban:

Iran on Samurday demanded Lhe lifting of the UN arius
embargo preventing Bosnian Muslims from defending
themselves, and poured scorn on the United Nations lor
being unable 1o guarantee the sﬂfew of its men, AFFP reports
from Zagreb

A Referring to the seizure of 251 UN, pcncthctperl by

Bosnian Serbs in Serb-held territory in Bosnia, lranian Vice
Presidenit Hassan Habibi asked the United Nations "to explain
how the organisation plans to guarantee peace If it Is
lll[ﬂpclhll‘ of ensuring the safety of its own men on the
ground.”

Gen Barak to _!mn Israeli govt:
Former armed forces chief of staff General Ehud Barak is lo
join the Israeli government by early August, Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin's cabinet announced Saturday, AFP reports from

Jerusalem.
Barak, 52. will enter the cabinet befnrc the summer recess

of parliament on August 2, according to the announcement.

- ¥
Int'l terrorism declines: A paneiof us
terrorism experts admitted Saturday that although there has
been a recent decline in .téyrorist attacks worldwide,
international state- Epun?-urcd terrorism remains a serious .
threat. USIS reports’

The experts discussed "International Terrorism: The Con-
tinuing Threat” on the Washington- -based ON THE LINE,
USIA-sponsored radio programme. They included Philip
Wilcox. US Coordinator for Counter-Terrorism at the State
Department; Robert Satlofl, executive director of the Wash-
imgton Institute for Near East Policy; and Laurie Mylroie, an
associate of the Foreign Policy Research Institute and author
of Study of Revenge: Saddam's Terror Against America.
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2 die in ino violence: 1.
people were killed Saturday as polftical partisans clashed in
the latest violence related to national elections earlier this
month, authorities said Sunday, AP rtpnrth from Masiu,
Fhﬂlppmes

The killings brought to 83 the total number nl' fatalities
since the election campaign began in January. .

Bomb explosions were alse reported in uth:r towns in the
southern Philippines, where special ballots were held Satur-
day. Poll officials postponed or declaréd the May 8 elections a
failure in 13 Muslim towns due to armed ﬂghﬂng and ballot-
" snatching among rival pﬂliﬂtlans

Alﬁenan TV newsman shot dead:

gerian’ television journalist was shot to death near his
home in Algiers. the Algerian Press Agenl:y APS reported
yesterday, AFP says from Algiers.
it said that Mourad Hmaizi. 30, was killed Saturday while
getting oul of his car upon returning from work.

50 kg cocaine seized in UK: ray wios
(120" pounds) of cocaine were seized Saturday in the southern
English county of Kent, customs officers said. AFP reports
from London.

A Driton was arrested dfter the haul, which was the subject
of a six month investigation by customs inspectors. The drug,
with a street value of eight million pounds (12 million dol-

lars). was found In a.super market park in the town of
Beckenham. =
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2 die durmtg Bihar by-electmns:
Two people were killed in clashes during by-élections for 26
assembly seats in 13 Indian states on Saturday, news agencies
said. Reuter reports from New Delhi.

The deaths occurred in the violence-prone Bastern state of

Bihar where more than 50 people wefe killed during regular
asseiubly polls last M.anr(:h

Ca tive rFﬂmch soldier back:

Frrm UN soldfer held captive by the Bosnian Serbs
overnight at a site in central Sarajevo escaped from the Serbs’
{*umrui and is now back in the hands of the French, a UN
* spokesman said yesterday, AFP reports from Sarajevo.

The Frenchman had been held captive by around 10 Serbs.
who were held in their position at an obskrvation post on the
Vrbanja bridge in the centre uI the city by Fr:nch UN

solcliers.

Rabbani holds out olive

KABUL. May 28: President
Burhanuddin Rabbani on Sat-
urday held out on olive branch
to neorthern Uzbek warlord
General Abdul Rashid Dostam,
saying he was willing to end
hostilities, reports AFP. _

The {ighting could end if
Dosiam ceased his “rebellion
against the Islamic state of
Afghanistan.” presidential
tpokﬂman Abdul Aziz Murad

; Duslam i ajlmn{:t with
Hezb-i-islaml faction chief and
former premier Gulbuddin
Hekmatyvar. launched an
abortive bid in January 1994 to
oust Rabbani from power.

"Since currently an inclina-
ilan is seen on the part of
Dostam to give up his rebel-
lion. the state will not there-
fore be prone to fight them -any
longer.” Murad said.

Dostam's militia and Hek-
matyar's forces had held posi-
tions in and around Kabul until
eafly this vear. bul they lost
them when the Taliban Army,
led religious students, reached
Ahe gates of the capital,

The Talitban. energized by a
siring of victories that
them in control of about 10
provinceés. drove Hekmatyar
and his fighters from his Cha-
rasyab base near Kabul But
subseguently the Taliban have
been beaten off by Rabbani's
forces.

The last fighting between
the forces ol Deostam. who
heads the National Islamic

put.

‘branch to Dostam

Movement ol Afghanistan
(NIMA). and the pro-Rabbani
forces were reported in Febru-
ary in northern Kunduz
province. A relative lull has
prevailed since then.

"As far as Dostam is con-
cerned, we have said time and
again that the state was not the
firs:1 to start the fighting
against him.” Murad said.

Earlier. a senior Kabul offi-
cial. Abdur Rahman, Minister
for Civil Aviation. told journal-
ists .that contacts with Dostam

for a peaice deal had started.

The negotiations also cov-
ered exchange of prisoners
and ending the "state of war”
between the (wo sides and
withdrawing a jihad (holy war)
eall agaimst Dostam forces. Mu-
rad said.

He did not indicate who
was involved in the conjacts

ang where and when they had

" {aken place.

“Jthad had been proclaimed
against them after they rose
against the Islamic state.” the
presidential spokesman said.
adding it would be annulled
should Dostam give up his -op-

Meanwhile, travellers arp
reported to be facing severe
hardship due to the virtual clo-
sure of the Salang highway. the
main artery between Kabul and
the north, parts of which are
controlied by Destam and pro-
Rabbani troops.

Chandrika threatens to curb (g the T—

freedom of press

COLOMBO, May 28 Accus-
ing the media of irresponsible
reporting ol the country's civil
war. President Chandrika Ku
maratunga said on Sunday that
she may have to curb their
freedom, reports AP.

"We take the war situation
seriously and the media should
play a responsible role. Trying
lo analyse military secrets is
advantageous to the enemy,”
Kumaratunga said in her
speech while inaugurating a
media centre in Colombo, the
capital of Sri Lanka.

"if the newspapers continue
to behave in a manner which is
not in the national interest at
this time ol. grave national cri-
sis. the government will have

lo take note and consider nec-

essary action,”
saicl. ’ |

When Kumaratunga's social-
ist coalition won elections last
August, she promised a com-
plete freedom of the press in
the country. But many journal-.

the President

ists aécuse her of reneging on
her praomise.

A Sunday newspaper editor
has %Yeen charged with
defamaltion for reporting that
she has attended a lawmaker's
birthday party. Kumaratunga
says she wasn't there.

Several  newspapers
criticised the President for
her unpublicised wvisits to

‘Colombo's luxury hotels and

vacations abroad.

Kwmaratunga has accused
the press Of misusing the free-
dom and appeointed a Cabinet
subcommittee to draw up a
code of ethics for journalists.

- Police detained two photog-
raphers on Wednesday when
they sought permission to take
photographs of machine-gun
position near the Presidential

Kumaratunga has accused
the Tamil guerillas of planning
to ‘assassinate her, and military
int:!ligence reported that the
rebels have acquired light air-

have'

" military moyvements

craft or glider planes for sui-
cide attu:h on their. targets.

- The government says at
least 600 people have been
killed in the renewed fighting
in the north and east since the
rebels broke a truce and called

ull peace talks on April-19.

AFP adds: President Chan-

drika Kumaratunga today
slammed Sri Lanka's press for
giving details of anti-aircraft
gun positions here and
for_ responsible reporting of .
the island's bloody ethnic war.
Kumaratunga said details of
and
strategies published in the lo-
cal press were not in the na-
tional interest, and urged
journalists to exercise their

freedoms in reporting the war

responsibly.

* "They are trying to say that
the security situation is so bad
that even the President's resi-
dence needs anti-aircraft mis-
siles.” Kumaratunga said while
opening Sti Lanka's first Na-

~ marat
: It was the [irsli confirmation -

tional Information Centre
(NIC) hete.

Press reporis said that an
anti-aircratt gun had been
mounted at Kumaratunga's
temple trees residence, and
several other key places in the
capital, against a possible
Tunﬂt!m Tiger rebel air attack in
" "The difference in repu}t*
ing is scanidalously evident .
we have definite information
from British and French au-
thorities that the LTTE got
aircraft in knocked down
farmln 1992. But these papers
did not .report it." Ku-
said.

from the Colombo government

of reports from India that the

LTTE had acquired six French-
built micro-light aircraft with

-'Ehﬂl'-'t tﬂkﬂﬂﬂ and |Endmg ﬂapa--

%1 have been laughed at

_for not having a strategy simply
because we did not tell thl.': |

-media

US Defence Secretary William Perry (R), his’ British counterpart Malcolm Rifkind (C) and
German Defence Minister Volker Ruehe addressing a press conference Saturday at Gatwick
airport. near London. Perry cut short a visit t6.a NATO base in Naples to meet his German
and British counter garts amid a sharp rise in tension in Bosnian..

-

— AFP-‘UHB phﬂt.cr

Dllemma over Kashmir polls

_ SR]NAG&R, May 28: India's
election chief faces .a dilemmma
as he confronts a deadline over
whether to hold electfons” in
the troubles state of Kashmir,
reports Reuter.

Prime Minister PV
Narasiinha Rao wants polls in
Jammu and Kashmir state by
July 18 when the federal gov-
ernment's aulhority for direct
rule expires
_ Bul most political parties in
the state told Election Com-
missioner TN Seshan at the
weekend Lthat a five-year-old
separatist rebellion which has
intensified since a shrine was
destroyed by fire on May 11
has made conditions unsafe.

"Many were ‘of the view that

the situation was not quite
conducive for holding the elec-
tions,” Seshan told reporters
alter meeting local represen-
tatives of 16 parties on Satur-
day in the state's summgr capi-
tal., Srinagar.

For wetks Seshan has been
saying a decision on Kashmir

polls would come any day. He?

said the same thing in Srina-
gar. - .

But there is growing specu-
tatton that' the ‘election process
might be launched before July
18, while Rao's government
realises it might not be com-
pleted, by then.

The Sunday Times of India
sajd the government was con-
sidering to ask parliament be-
fore it adjourns on June 2 to
extend direct rufe beyond July
18 in case polls cannot be fin-
ished by then. ‘

The gavernment plans to
stagger the state polls, holding

elections probably first in

Jammu and Ladakh. the more
peaceful areas’of the state, and
then in the Kashmir Valley
where the separatist revolt is
centred. The process could
take weeks:

Rao believes eléctions
would help restore peace in
India’'s only Muslim-majority
state, where. 20,000 people
have died in the live-year sepa-
ratist Insurgency. ,

That would be a valuable

coup ahr:—:ad of general elec-
tivns due nexi year and help
relieve pressure from Western
ndtions trotible abotit human-
rights concerns. | )

A strike in the valley on
Saturday marked Seshan's visit
to Kashmir. Feeling has turned
against the elections after the
15th-century shrine to a
Kashmir's patrdn saint burnt
down during a standoff be-
tween* the Indian army and
separatists.

The army says the shrine
and the town around it were

destroyed by the separatist
guerillas.

Seshan said three factors
would influence his dedision.
"First

sphere for the candidates,” he

said. "Then, the necessary staff
may not be available. Some of

‘them are in fact already on

strike. And finally, the ques-
tion of worry and fear among

the vntcrsi_becaua: of threats
from the militants.”

PLO leader Yusser Arafat (L) shaking hands with Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres
Saturday as Moroecan King Hassan I (C) looks on in Rabat. The three men met to discuss
the Middle East peace plocess and the Israeli decision to suspend confiscation of Arab land

in -J erusalem.

'US didn't ask India
to abandon plans to
deploy Prithvi’

NEW DELHI, May 28: The
United States has not asked
India lo abandon plans to de-
ploy e short-range missile
along the border with Pak-
istan. External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee said today,
reports AFP.

Mukherjee- toid Lhr Press
Trust of India (PTI) on his ar-
rival here afier a four-day offi-
cial trip to Washingion that US
leaders he talked to did neot
exert any pressure on him.

“There was no such thing ”
ne was quoted as saying.

DUBAI. May 28: The head of

| the UN drive to disarm Iraq

begins a new mission to Bagh-
dad oen Monday to press au-
thoritie® lor missing materials
with chemical and germ war-
lare potential

Rolf Ekeus. Chairman of the
UN bSpecial Commission
(UNSCOM). told AFP he was
reasonably confident™ Iraq
would deliver on a pledge to
disclose details about its
chemical programme.

But. speaking by telephone
irom UN headquarters in New
York. he stressed that Baghdad
must also explain what hap-

pened to |7 tonnes of growth
media which can be used to
make biclogical weapons.

The missing germ warfare
material was the "major out
standing problem.” Ekeus said.
‘This” must be clarified. The
Iragi reaction at least on the
government level is that they
will help us to clarily.”

Ekeus four-day mission
comes hot on the heels of one
bw his deputy, Charles Duelfer.
who left Baghdad on May 17
with no pew dormation or ei-
ther ithe chemical or biclogical
wariare guestions.

iraq sei no timetable for

—AFP/UNB photo

providing biological informa-
tion. but Duelfer said it had
prouused to provide Ekeus an-
swers about missing material
which can be used o make a
combat nerve gas known 4s
X

'We expect Lo clarify the UX
issue. We are reasonably confi-
dent that the issue will be set-
tled.” Ekeus said.

UN suspicions that Iraq is
hiding material to make chem-
ical and biclogical weapons
have dashed any Iragli hopes of
3 guick end to the UN sanc-
tons impesed aflter President
Saddam Huséein sent his

troops into Kuwait in August
1990
In an Apri 10 report te the

UN Security Council that fol-"

lowed his last visit to Baghdad
in March, Ekeus said,
"precursors for the production
ol at least 200 to 250 tonnes of
UX cannot be definitely ac-
counted for.”

However, Iraq which has
acknowledged that its scien-
tists worked oen UX from
September 1987 to September
1988, said it -had satisfied UN
concerns about all aspects of
its chemical programme.

It complained the flle was

we: would have to' -
consider- the security atmo-

| two T-54 tanks,

JIndia may &sk
Lanka for
" Prabhakaran's
extradition
NEW DELHI, May 28: India

is likely to take up with Sri
Lanka soon the issue of extra-

{ dition of LTTE chief and -main
accused in the Rajiv Gandhi

assassination case V. Prab-
hakaran, reports PTI, ;
The Min of External Af-
fairs may be initiating moves in
this regard " soon, official
sources said. ' i '
The sources said that with
the situation in the island
having changed after the
breakdown of talks between
the Sri Lankan government
and f{he militant Tamil organi-
sation, ‘there was better re-

sponse expected from the is-

land's government.
‘Golan was

‘Syrian land'"
admits Peres .

JERUSALEM. ‘May 28: Is-
raeli Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres admitted the Golan was
"Syrian land” in a newspaper
interview published tﬂdlj‘ re-
ports AFP. :

“The decision to make
peace agreement with Syria
stems from our moral values,”
Peres told the Yediot Aharonet
during an interview from Ra-
bat, the Moroccan capital.

"We do not want to keep
hold of Syrian land. The Golan
plateau is Syrian land and we
have settled on Syrian land.”
Peres told the daily, addirg
that he had told King Hassan of
Morocco the same thing

He met the king and PLO’

Chairman Yasser Arafat in Ra-

bat overnight Saturday.

"Our choice is a moral one,"
Peres told Israeli state radio
on Sunday in a telephone in-

terview from Rabat.
"We do not want to exercise

power over another people,
and that includes the Golan
plateau which is not part of
Eretz Israel (the land of Is-

Lrael).”

Prime minister Yitzhak Ra-
bin raised the prospect Friday.
of 'the evaluation of an lsraeli
settlement on the Golan under

| the first stage of a withdrawal
II.IFIT‘F of a peace deal.

7 die as Khmers
clash with
troops

ARANYAPRATHET, Thali-

| land, May 28: Seven Cambo-

dian civilians died during the
night after Khmer Rouge
guerillas clashed with Phnom
Penh government forces
southeast of Poipet. Cambodian

| officer Thim Saréth said today.

He said the two sides fought
for about an hour shortly after
mdnight near route 5 some
four kilometers (2.5 miles)
southeast of the Cambodian

| border town of Poipet.

Phnom Penh troops called
in reinforcements, intluding
and the
Khmer Rouge retreated after
setting fire to a hamlet where
15 houses were burned down,
- the officer said.

- year's Golden Palm.

French actress Beatrice ‘Dalle arriving' F nd&y at the Pafu.'.s
des Festivals in Cannes, before the screening of the film
‘Underground’ by Sarajevo-born director Emir Kustarica,
which has emerged as a late strong contender for this

— AFP/UNB photo

e
Herbal contraceptive!

NEW DELHI: Tulsi locimum sanctum), and Indian herb
known for its therapeutic values, has anti-fertility property as
well, Indian scientists have found. reports PTI. ; :

A team of doctors at the Rohtak Medical College demon-
strated that leaves of Tulsi could reduce sperm count in rats
by half.

Though various parts of Tulsi are known for curing dis-
eases such as Malaria, Bronchitis, Diarrhoea and several. skin
ailments. It was for the first time scientists received evidence
that the plant has contraceptive effect too, they said.

Interestingly, historical records say that Indian Ayurvedic
physicians had been prescribing this plant which Erows freely
in Indian backyards as contraceptive since ages.

‘But this traditional practice has slowly receded more or
less to rural areas,” they said in an article appearing in the
latest Indian journal of medical sciences.

Unusual operation .

LONDON: Two docters used a knife and fork, a cuathanger

a bottle and adhesive tape to operate on a woman who suf-

fered a collapsed lung during a flight from Hong Kong to
London. 'the airline sald Tuesday, reports AP.
Paula Dixori, 39, front the rorthein Secott sh city of
Aberdeen, was recovering in a west London hospital Tuesday.
A British Airways spokesman said Paula Dixon complained
of pains in her arm while flight BA0O32 was preparing to take
off from Mong Kong with more then 300 passengers on board.
Twenty minutes later, with the Boeing 747 airborne at the
start of the 14-hour flight, she reported chest pains and two
doctors on board diagnosed fractured ribs and a collapse lung.
“To release the collapsed lung, we needed to insert a ch-
est drain.

one of the doctors, orthopedic specialist Professor

Angus Wallace from Nﬂttlnghm_n. told the tabloid Today.

Row over Talwan President’s visit

Chma cancels meet with US|

BEIJING, May 28: China's
government on Sunday can-
celled meetings with US  offi-
cials in retaliation for Washing-
lon's granting a visa to t.ht':
President of Taiwan, I‘Epnrts
AP.

China will pos{pone consul-
tations on nuclear cooperation
and on controlling the spread

of missile technology, the
Foreign Minist{ry . said in a
statement carried ﬁy the offi-

cial Xinhua news agency.

Planned visits to China by
the director of the US Arms
Control and Disarmament
Agency in June and by the
deputy assistant secretary of
state for political and military
affairs in July must also be put
off, the statement said.

It was the fourth action
taken by the government since
Washington decided May 22
to allaw Taiwan President Lee
Teng-Hui tp visit Cornell Uni-
versity, his alma mater in New
York State

China had long warned the
United States that allowing Lee
to visit woauld affect relations.
The Clintonn administration
had previously denied Lee
permission but changed tacks
after the US Congress voted to
allow a private visit :

Talwan is the seat of the
Nationalist government which
fled China's mainland in 1949
after losing a civil war to

Fﬂmnuuﬂﬂ forces.

Washington recognised the
naumuﬂiﬂa an l;'hma'l sole le-

being reopened as a pfttﬂ:l to
maintan sanctions.

Ekeus also said Baghdad
had not revealed its previous
research inte biological
weapons for accounted for the
disappearance of the growth
media which can be used «to
develop anthrax and botulism.

All the Security Council
mémbers their con-
cern about -b cal ,agents,
with Russia, China and France
dropping efforts to have the oil
embargo lifted depending fur-
ther explanations from Bagh-
dad.

The official Iragi press has

'New UN mission to clarify Iraq's biological warfare potential

accused Ekeus, a former
Swedish di t. of bad faith

and playing into the hands of -
Washington which has taken a |

hardline against the lifting of
sandclions. ’

Ekeus, who is to make his
next written report to the Se-
curity Coyncil on June 19, de-
scribed his mission as "part of
the ongoing dialogue” between
the United Nations and lraq.

He is due to arrive in Bagh-
dad after a'night in Bahrain,
where the UNSCOM regional
field office is located, and leave
iraq on Thursday. *

gitimate government and kept
military forces on Taiwan until
1979, when it formally recog-
nised Beijing and daumgraded
relations with Taiwan.

In the Foreign' Ministry
statement, spnkesman Shen
Guofang echoed previous re-

- marks, accusing Washington of

damaging bilateral ties and vio-
lating the -accords that estab-
lished diplomatic relations.

On Friday
istry said Defence
Haotian would not
United States in mid-June.

inister Chi
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CCRCAP alleges

HR violations
GUWAHATI., Mady 28: The
Committee for Citizenship

Rights of the Chakmas of
Arunachal Pradesh (CCRCAP)

has alleged violation of human .

rights of the Chakmas in

Arunachal Pradesh by the state

government and {ts agencies in
the last half of 1994, reports
PTI.

Submitting a memorandum
to'the National Human Rights

. Commiission Chairman, Justice

Ranganath Misra, in Delhi last
week. the committee alleged
that 144 Chakmas died of
malaria during the period in
the Chakma-inhabited areas,

186 Chakma houses were set

ablaze to forcibly evict them
from the staie by the govern-

m:ndedumuumimr

Major Wé.ms UK

troops to stay
in Bosnia

LONDON, May 28: Prime
Minister John Major said in an
interview published Sunday
that he wants Britain's 3,380
troops to remain in Bosnia de-
spite the seizure of UN ob-
servers by Bosnian Serbs, re-

ports AP.

"I do not want British
iroops (o leave  he was
guoted as telling the Mail on
Sunday. “1 am absoclutely cer-
tain they are doing a worth;

while job.



