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Only 15 years ago. the sub
soil water level in the city was
quite high. One could pump
Ut waler from a depth ol only
30 1o 35 feet. But now sub-soil
water cannot be reached
within a depth ol aboui 90 lee|

AS the population of the
capital has increased rapidly
over the years, the crisis ol wa-

ter has reached an alarmme
proportion, so much so thal
virtually water is now a 'scarce
commodity’. Besides, the sup-
ply system of water in many
areas has become too laulty.
The most depressing fact is
that experts or even officials
concerned see no pnssibility of
the water crisis being solved
within the next couple of

years.

- As summer approaches. the
sub-soil water level, on which
the city dwellers depend al-
most entirely for water, begin
to go down further.

In many areas like Mugda
para, Gopibagh, Maniknagar.
Khilgaon, Bashabo. Shahjahan-
pur, Shaheedbagh, Golapbagh,
Rajarbagh, Moghbazar.
Pilkhana, Enayetganj, Ganak-
tuli, Hajaribag. Badda, Jigatola.
Mirpur, Mohammadpur and
various other places water be-
comes so dearer in the sum-
mer that people are compelled
to buy a pitcher of water for Tk
five or more.

According to Dhaka WASA
sources, in the summer,
pumping of water by motors
Ilrom the sub-soil reserve is
also affected due to frequent
power disruptions.

The Dhaka WASA, at the
mosi. can supply water for
about half of the city's popula-
tion. While there is a demand
for 130 crore litres of water a
day, WASA can supply only 74
crore litres. But, as WASA's
technical system loss is over
22 per cent, almost a quarter
of the supplies never reach the
thirsty citizens. In addition
this, the WASA's administrative
system loss amounts to an-
other 25 per cent, raising the
total system loss to 47 per
cent, sources concerned said.

According to a recent re-
port of the Parliamentary
Standirig Committee on Local
Government, Rural Develop-
ment and Cooperatives, the

e
.........

AVEE o

AR NS .--

...

S

H Sharier han

e

CIVIC AMENITIES: Part -1

Alarming fall in sub-soil water

FAMILIAR S€CENE: A woman in Chawkbazur area guarding a large number of -pitchers

and cans for filling water from a way-side DCC hydrant. Water supply in

the city is both inadequate and erratic.

technical sysiem loss is due to
lcakages or cracks at differe
points ol supply lines, c¢xis-
tence ol 39.000 metre-less
waler connections, invalid me-
tres in different connections
and large-scale theft of water.

Presenily, the Dhaka WASA
has 187 deep tubewells and a
106-year old water treatment
plant at Chﬂndntﬂhat The
committee report says that for
a city like Dhaka, at least 350
deep tubewells are required to
meet the total demand for wa-
ler. However, the report does
not recommend installing
more deep tubewells, rather, it
suggests implementation of a
long term master plan.

WASA sources said the
Chandnighat plant which sup-
plies some 1.70 crore litres ol
water daily Irom the Buriganga
river is currenily undergoing o
rehabilitation programme. Un-
der this programme. the water
extraction pipeline would be

Serbs take 220 hostage
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said were built into the re-
sumption of air strikes six
months after the Serbs last
forced the UN to abandon the
NATO option.
NATO chief Willy Claes
warned that the three-year-old
mission in Bosnia was at a
turning point.
Bosnian Serb spokesman
Jovan Zametica said the Serbs
were determined to "make a
point to the entire world,” and
added: If it wishes to proceed,
the international community as
a whole will have to pay a very,
very heavy price.”
The UN Security Council
refused when Secretary
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
asked it to rule on a third air
strike and told him the
decision was his job.
French President Jacques
Chirac demanded better pro-
tection for peacekeepers on
the und as the price for
keeping 3,800 French troops
—the largest UN mntjngent —
- in Bosnia.
UN sources said Paris
wanted a new UN mandate to
reduce the number of peace-
keepers and redeploy them
more safely.
_f" AP from Brussels adds: An

emergency meeting of NATO
ambassadors on Saturday en-
dorsed the UN peacekeeping
mission in former Yugoslavia
and ordered military comman-
ders to draft new ways of sup-
porting the unarmed peace-
keepers.

“The alliance supports the
continued presence of the UN
peace forces with their safety
assured and a strengthened
ability to carry out a clear:

mandate,” NATO said in a
statement.
France had called the

meeting after French troops
serving with the UN forces
were killed or captured during
escalating fighting Friday.

The ambassadors ordered
militar}r commanders to study
"additional means the alliance
could adopt to suppeort UN
peace forces in the mndur:t of
their mission.”

Diplomats at allied head--
quarters said the mililary’
planners would present their

repori to a meeting of NATO
foreign ministers Tuesdav in

the Dutch resort ol Noordwijk.

They refused to say what the

‘additional means’ might be.
NATO Secretary General

Willy Claes said the Serbs had

. vielated “all norms of civilized

behaviour” by threaléening the
lives of captured UN peace-
keepers.

The NATO statement also
called for the immediate re-
lease of the hostages.

Reading the statement.
Claes made no direct refer-
ence to further NATO air
strikes. But he said the alliance
was ‘ready to respond to re-
quests from the UN for further
actions.”

US Defence Secretary
William Perry held urgent con-
sultations with Britain and
Germany on Saturday.

Perry, who was scheduled
to return to Washington on
Saturday night. diverted his
military aircraft to London in
order to meet with Defence
Secretaries Malcolm Rifkind of
Britain and Volker Ruehe of
Germany.

Perry said he was holding
the meeting to reaffirm Wash-
ington’s strong stand in the
face of Bosnian Serb defiance
of UN mandates.

“We have to show solidarity,
be firm, show rtsn]ve,' Perry
told reporters on"his aircraft.
“It is = very rough ﬂme for ev-

eryone.”

OIC for tougher action

Another report says: The
head of the 52-member Organ-
isation of Islamic Conference
called Saturday for more effec-
tive punitive action by the
United Nations and NATO
against Bosnian Serbs.

A statement from the Jed-
dah-based headquarters of the
OIC, saild Secretary General
Hamid al-Gabid "strongly con-
demned the brutal Serb at-
tacks ... which have caused
immense loss of life and con-
stitute grave violations of the
relevant Security Council reso-
lutions.”

Meanwhile, presidents of
eight central and western Eu-
ropean nations backed NATO
airstrikes in Bosnia today and

condemned Bosnian Serbs lor
holding United Nations peace-
keepers.

“We fully support the NATO
airstrikes requested by the
United Nations,” said Hungar-
ian President Arpad Goncz on
behalf of the heads of state
holding a meeting in the Hun-
garian resort of Keszthely.
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extended towards deeper ar
eas of the Buriganga. On com-
pletion of this programme, the
plant would be able to produce
2.23 crore litres of waler.

“"The Buriganga has become
alarmingly polluted. The por-
tion of river facing the Chand-
nighat plant has become stag-
nant and unusable. Therefore,
it has become difficult for the
plant to purify the water as per
World Health Organisation
standard.” a WASA engineer
said, requesting anonymity.

WASA has provided over
.41 lakh water connections iLo
households while there could
be at least 25,000 more illegal
lines, according to sources
concerned.

The pipeline network of
WASA. set up in 1963, pre-
sently stands at more than
1292 kilometres.

Some programmes for im-
proving the water supply situa-

DU 'Ka' unit
results published

The Dhaka University pub-
lished the results of the Ka'
unit [Science) admission test
lor the session '94-95 yester:
day, reports UNB.

The detail results and the
time-table of viva-voce of the
successful candidates have
been attached to the notice
boards at the Science and Bio-
logical Science Department.

The interview will start at
the Biology Faculty Dean office
from 9:00 am on June 6 ac-
cording to merit list from 1 to
2500.

The successful candidates
have been asked to bring their
admission test admilt cards,
griginal marksheets of SSC and
HSC examinations and two
copies of passport size pho-
tographs. !

Transport strike
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ble for road accidents after
proper investigation, filing
cases againsi drivers under
Section 302 be stopped, ter-
minals be freed from the
clutches of hooligans, union hi-
jacking be stopped and prices
of spare parts, including tyre

1 and tube, be reduced.

A meeting between the

‘Bangladesh Road Transport . |
‘Authority Chairman Moham-

mad Ismail Hossain and feder-
ation leaders at the BRTA of-
fice on May 25 failed to find
any acceptable solution due to
'dillydallying” attitude of the
government, Shahjahan Khan
said.

"We are sorry for the incon-
veniences of the passengers,
but the government's intransi-
gence toward the legitimate
demand of transport workers
forced us to call the sirike,"
Khan regretied

Fire at garments
factory in city

By Staff Correspondent

A fire broke out in a gar-
ments factory at Pallabi in the
city early yesterday.

The blaze which originated
from eléctric short circuit
lasted for more than two
hours, sources said.

The finishing wunit and

.gudmnfthcﬁrmmtlhm

tory — the Purabi Apparels
Limited — were gutted, police
The factory is located at the

third and fourth floor of a

building t to the Purabi
Cinema Hall at Pallabi.

Fire fighters from five sta-
tions of the city rushed to the
spot to extinguish the fire that
engulfed the fac
very short time,
sources said.

within a
re service  garments factory in the city's Pallabi area yesterday

the ulder parts of
— Star photo

tion cowld not be Implemented
lor a long time mainly due to

lack of fungls. These include
the Tk 300-crore Sayeedabad
Water Treatment Plant whith
would be able to supply 45
crare litres of water daily from
river Shitalakhkha, Hewever,
an agreement for French assis-
tance for the project has been
signed and it is expected to be
completed — in. phases — by
2010.

Sources say that since
WASA runs on a 'no-gain-no-
loss-basis,’ it fails to fund its
own projects. Yet, if the sys-
tem loss could be reduced rad-
ically, its revenue would have
increased sharply. official said

adding, the WASA could then
fund its projects to a yut ex-
lﬂﬂl ‘

Wﬁuﬂﬁ'a annual revenue in
fiscal 1993-94 was Tk 60
crore. This year the Larget is
Tk 70 crore.
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A meeting al Manik Mia Av-
enue calls for at least 100
loud-speakers 1o cover the
sprawling lane while the Pan-
tha Path needs 35 while
Bangabandhu Avenue can be
covered with 25 of the blaring
horns. A 100-speaker public
address system alone costs be-
tween Tk 35,000 and Tk
40,000 while the organisers
have to pay additional amounts
for the stage. eanopies and
chairs. A 24 by 36 ft stage of
eight feet height may cost be-
twe#n Tk 35,000 and 50,000.

In addition, the parties have
lu pay large sums for trans-
ports which are used to bring
the syj ers and workers to
the meéting venue from the
city outskirts ahd, sometimes,
[rom neighbouring towns.

On almost all the occasions,
the meeting organisers have to
pa_',r pocket money to those

%‘ht to‘attend the meeting.

size of a public meet-
n,g depends on how much ]mu
spend for that meeting,"
leader of anfnp‘pu!tﬂnn parljr

said, ﬂdﬁng ‘Il varies from

 Taka nnt lakh 1o even ten lakh

&tnn eatimatcd f. luch n'
huge stage and address
system would haw{mt more

than Tk 200.000. . .
Affluent - and lﬂm ’hum

u{fmﬂyr.mt

tar 1'S .,
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rese Sharon Stone,

Wearing
dlamuml-. dripks champagne Friday in the southern
French town of Mougins before presiding an evening
dedicated te fighting AIDS to benefit a research

— AFP/UNB photo

NEW DELHI. May 27: Se-
nior Congress-1 leader Sharad
Pawar today indicated that he
would inftiate moves within
the party for a rapprochemeni

with the Breakaway group Lo

unitedly lace the Lok Sabha
general elections. reports PY].
- Talking to newsmen Nhere
alier a 45-minute meeting
with Sonia Gandhi. he said she
was of the view that senior
leaders like him should take
tpr-cllorts for unity.

Asked specifically if he
worthd talk to breakaway group
leaders, Arjun Singh, and N D
Tewary, the former Maharash-
tra chief minister said "Let ume
first talk to my party col-
leagues. including the party
president. Individual

elforts

Pawar to initiate moves

for unity of Cong

will not help and the party has
to take a collective approach.”

e <said he would return
broth Bomnbay toinorrow  and

meet party leaders. including
Pritiee Minister PV Narasimha
0.

Pawar said unity of all who
believed in Congress ideology
was possible bul everyone
should also realise that there
was a party. leadership and
agree 10 work within the party.

Pawar disinissad s ‘public
posturing the churges muade
acainst the Congress leader-
<hip a1 the May 19 convention
ol breakaway group. “Nothing
is nupussible,” he said in reply
oo question whether unity
with the dissidents was still

possible.

of political partiesJ

-A number of businessmen
told The Daily Star that they
regularly provide funds to ma-
jor parties and they are a hit
alarmed now as the requesis
ustially come before every ma-
jor programme.

"Now that the nexi gencral
elections are just around the
corner, we are going to be un-
der great pressure to come up
with funds.”" said one busi-
nessman on condition of

anonymity.

A number of businessmen
who were contacted during
the investigation said they reg-
ularly pay subscriptions (o po-
litical parties.

"In fact, we run the party
from behind the scene.,” one
businessman who has a big
establishment in the Muiijheel
area said.

. "Don't you know why the au-
thorities have failed to take any
action against the so-called
bank loan defaulters? One of
the reasons is that the top de-
faulters are regular and gener-

ous cnntrthulcrs and have

—_

| RQK entrepreneurs-
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ladeshi workers i1 Korea.

e addressed a senunar
here on Friday. facilitating in-
dustrialists and businessmen of
the two countries to make di-
reel contacts and mutual con-
sultatiéns in a cordial atmo-

dood rapport with all political
parties.” said another busi-
nessman. But ' every ‘donor’
dedlined to disclose to which
party he contributes. and how
much.

"“You know this is a country
with a very small elite and
leaders of all the major parties
are well-acquainted with us. So
when they make a request we
cannot turn it down.” the bhusi-

nessman acded.
Another businessman s.icl

that requests for money.
mostly over telephone, usually
come ahead of major party
events and, of course, belore
every elections, big or small.

"Most of the leading busi-
nessmen usually maintain a
separate fund for the political
parties,” a regular contributor
added. Some of them pay to
more than one party while
some others get themselves af-
filiated with one party to avoid
‘collectors’ from other parties,
he said.

The businessmen said Lhal
the big parties do not ‘coerce
money out of them. The lead-
ers usually ‘request.’

‘Some of the businessmen
admitted that the financial as-

sistance to the political parties

are sometimes reciprocated by
critical amﬂance in getting
'good business.’

(Tomorrow: Thtnuﬂyﬂnr
will publish a report on furid-
A 4“:-“@@”:&'&
n'mi
parties).

o
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Property worth about Tk one crore was gutted in a big fire at Purabi Apparels Ltd, a
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Islamic Movement in Israel

ends polls boycott

JERUSALEM. May 27: Ending a longstanding boycott.
|srael s Islamic Movement is urging followers to vote in elec-
tions next year in an effort to strengthen Arab representation

in parharment.

its leader said Saturday. The decision could

help Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin win reelection and enlarge

the bloc of

partics supporting his peace moves. which cur-

rently have only a small majority in the Knessel. reports AP.

Move to shut Chernobyl N-plant

KIEV. Mav 27: Ukraine and a consortium of Western com-
pairiies signed a memorandum today to plan the closure of the
( herneobyl nuclear power station and build a gas-fired plant to

replace .
eI .

The memorandum. kept largely secret until its
aims to ensure that Chernobyl. site of the world's

warsi nuclear accident nine vears ago, can be closed by the
year 2000 as Ukraine has promised. reports Reuter.

| AL questions integrity

of enumerators

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League vester-
day alleged ihat mest of tha
enumerators hired by the
Electyon Commission for Lhe
courntry-wide voler registration
were deliberately selected
from among aclivists of the
fuling BNF and that they were
i lollowing the EC instruc-
nons regarding Lheir task.

lin a statetnent. M Rahmat
Mi. a member of the AL elec-
Loty allairs committee, saikd the
enumeralors were not inclad-
ing all the sympathisers of the
opposition parties in their
lists ol eligible volers.

He demanded appointment

ul e emplovees of different
gorve ' onnent and semi- gov-
ernng it organisations. school
feachiors and workers of Lhe

Agriculture Deparfinent as
enumerators and supervisors.

Il necessary. he =aid,
time limit tor colledting -
formation abowut voters sliould
be extended and all partisan

JP memo to CEC
today

~Jatiya Party will submit a
memorandum to the Chief
Election Commissioner today
(Sunday) regarding the regis-
Lration of voter, reports UNB.

JP presidium member Bar-
rister Maudud Ahmed and sec-
retary general Anwar Hossain
Manju will lead the team.

Jativa Party will hold a
press conference at 5 pm to-
day (Sunday) at the residence
of the party's acting chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury

on irregularities in the process

i

of voters' registration.
e rra—

appountments cancelled.

Rahmat Ali also demanded
ieasures lor inclusion of expa-
triate Bangladeshis and those
working away from their own
localities in the electoral roll

Me AL leader further al-
leged that in many places the
enuineratars were not filling
4ll the blanks in the registira-
tion form

If- the present sRuation
continues. he apprehended, a
correct electoral roll would

never hw prepared and many
eligible votvrs would be de-
prived ol I 1 tranchise.
EC advice
From Page |

The Comunission in this re-
gard points oul, provision has
been made in Clause 11 of the
lorm for preparation of the
database and providing identity
cards to them. Steps can be
taken about the voters on the
basis of the information pro-
vided in the Clause 11 afier
preparations of the database.

Al the moment, the EC
siressed, eligible voters hawve
to “fill up form in the places
where they are willing to-be-
COInE voters.

Meanwhile, enumerators
yesterday continued to wvisit
house-to-house to collect in-
formation for the third day to-
wards  the registration of

volers.
The government by an ex-
ecutive order Nad declared

yesierday as a public holiday Lo
enable the officers and em-
plovees of the government,

seini-government, autonomous
and private organisations to

enroll their names in the voter
list.

EC may extend time

From Page |

would be paid duly for this ex-
ira load. Lthe ollicials added. -

An EC official said that
bringing an estimated 60 mil-
lion voters under registration
within a period of one week
was a tremendouis task. More-
over, he pointed out that the
voler registration process was
facing some problems becawse
of inclusion of new information
requirements. All this may
lorce the EC to extend the
registration deadline by one
week, he said.

Sources said the registra-
tion form was made compli-
cated by certain EC officials
though the former Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner in a notifi-
cation. earlier, had called for
simplifying the registration
form.

The EC itself is embar-
rassed as many people are
ringing it almest everyday
lodging” complaints about the
registsation form. In some
cases, the rators also
failed to convince people on
issues such as identiffcation
mark and date of birth.

For example, the guidelines
for enumerators emphasise
getting identiffeation mark of a
prospective voter. such as the

length. thickness or shape of
an evebrow ol a pegson. Many
felt that it was ridiculous as an
eyebrow. is not a permaneni
identification mark,

It was learnt from sources
in the EC that in the rural ar-
eas many larmers were 'scared’
to put their thumb impression
on the required form. "Many
farmers and villagers ex-
pressed their fear that by
putting their thumb impres-
sion on a paper, they might
lose the ownership of their
land.”

It may be mentioned here
that in rural areas, where illit-
eracy rate is high, the usual
methad ol concluding a trans-
action is by a thumb print.

Complications also arose as
mosi of the rural people and
labourers are not aware of
their actual dates of birth. The
EC. however. had instructed
the enuinerators to determine
an approximate date of birth by
asking a »et ol guestions.

Bt in many cases, the busy
enuinerators were found 1o be
fixing "dates ol birth of the
voters by guesswork

The enumerators sakd that
they were lacing difficulties as
niany who appeared (o be
teen agers. insisied on being
registered as volters without

any proofl to justify their claim.

Problenn alse existed among
womeil. particularly aged ones
who were reluctant to get en-
listed as voters because il re-
quired a lpt of confidential
personal information to be re-
vealed.

When asked about the con
lidentiality of detailed personal
information ol the voters, the
EC officials remained mum.
Nowhere in the form. the EC
promises any confidentiality of
the information gathered by
the enumerators.

The work ol enumerators
would be verified from June 1
by supervisers. one lor every
four enumerators.

Meanwhile, voter regisira-
tion in the cily started early in
the morning yesterday as it
was declared a public holiday
lor lacilitating the job.

There are. however, allega-
tions that the enumerators are
not collecting information
about all eligible voters of cer-
lain areas.

A resident of Razabazar area
said Lthe enumeralors visit anly
two [loors of a five-storied
building. while an inhabitant of
Azimpur area said no enumera-
Lor visited his house till yes-
terday.

A resident of Zafrabad said
an enumerator. who is a school
teacher. sent his younger
brother for collecting informa-
tion. When  the volers asked
him to show his identity card,
he admitted that his brother
was actually assigned to do the
job.

Another enumerator, who is
a high school teacher of Lalma-
tia area, said he had to exam-
ine answer scripts of the re-
cently held SSC examinations.
Therefore he was under con-
siderable pressure. and
thought that it was impossible
to finish enumeration of 200
people within the stipulated
time.

EC has mobilised 407.060
persons including 80,690 su
pervisers and 5 048 assistant
registration officers 1o regis
ter voters all over the country.

Tk 69 crore has been allo
cated from the revenue budget
for completing this task,
which will be used to prepare
a new electoral roll. The elec
loral roll will form the
database for Lhe issuance ol
voters' identity cards

But the ID card project still

hangs in the balance because
experts are of the view that it
is not possible 10 1ssue (D
carda to all the estimaied 60
million volers within the next

six months



