@he Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Ali

“Dhaka, Sunday, May 28, 1995

Election Watch

A non-governmental initiative has been
launched to undertake inde

future. The idea is to station trained
of the 300 parliamentary
will be held. According to the Fair Election Moni-
toring Alliance (FEMA), yet to be launched for-
mally, about 45,000 people will
throughout the country to be placed in every
polling station to work under a union codrdina-

tor, who will be under a thana coordinator, who

in turn will be under a constituency coordinator
to look after one particular parliamentary seat.

We welcome this initiative and commend those

responsible tor bringing it to fruition. The point
that we would like to stress is training of the
people who will be involved in it. Independent
Vote Tabulation (IVT) will be as much a political
and moral task. as it will be technical. It is the
technical aspect that we lay stress on. Train the
people who will be involved. As the organisers
admit there are not too many examples of IVT in
the world. It all began in Manila when private
citizens took initiative to defeat the machination
of Marcos to doctor the election results. For us
such an experiment will be first ever. And it will
have treinendous impact on the process of
election — not only in the next one, but perhaps
for the foreseeable future — if we can establish an
authentic IVT mechanism. In addition to techni-
cal proficiency, FEMA will have to be very careful
in ensuring that tg_ilpeople it will hire and train
to the work, are y non-partisan. If for once
the whole process is vitiate san tilt, or
for some reason gets the image of being biased,
the whole process will suffer. The main purpose
of such a non-governmental exercise is to put
pressure on the official mechanism to stick to the
truth, and not to try to manipulate the real ver-
dict. Such an exercise succeeds only if public
trust on it remains extremely high, so that nei-
ther the ruling party nor the opposition finds
reasons or excuses to question it. And as long as
it remains beyond question, it remains effective.

FEMA should take time to get its house in
order, and we wish them all the luck. With strict
non-partisanship and a good deal of training the
IVT can become an epoch-making exercise which
will not only improve our election process but
also reduce, to a great extent, the government's
power to manipulate it.

A final point. Can't we fund it ourselves? Do we
have to look for donor assistance in everythi
Tk 2.5 crore is not that big a figure for the task of
ensuring a free and fair election. Let's try to raise
it by ourselves. To start with, this newspaper of-
fers free advertisement space for any campaign
that may be launched to raise funds for this exer-

3 Taming the Serbs

‘Modern time's one of the most barbaric and
tragic chapters is now be staged in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. The hatred and hostility in what was
once dqgus&?ﬂa and frlpm where the Balkan war
spread in the shape of a global catas € are
sending alarm bells all amugnld once %t is
most worrying is the fact that the United Nations
engaged in brin peace there has been made a
party to the fray, thanks to the Serb defiance to

uiternational laws and Genev, vention. In
latest development, at least flﬂ‘m aceke ﬂl:‘lg

have been held hostage and used as human shield
against NATO air strikes. Further NATO air at-
tacks will be retaliated by executing the UN
peacekeepers, the Serbs have warned.

There is no crime the Serbs have not commit-
ted, they have signed agreements only to violate.
So all international mediations have so far proved
futile. They have held in contempt the entire in-
ternational community and yet none thought it
necessary to teach the war-mongers that the
Serbs are, a lesson. This time French soldiers
have been captured by the Serbs and going by
their records they can be true to their words.
Meanjn% they can kill the peacekeeping French
troops. It is not for no that Jacques Chirac,
the French President, has asked for a meeting of
the UN Security Council to discuss the situation.
He has warned of the possibility of withdrawal of
French troops, largest of all UN contingents,
from Bosnia. .

What exactly is the source of Serbian stre
that they can defy UN mandates and most of the

eat powers? It is scarcely a secret that Russia

s been an ally to the Serbs. Until now the Rus-
sian dpositinn has not been strongly challenged by
the dividing house of Western alliance. Now is the
- time pressures of all kinds have to be created on
Russia either to get out of the conflict or to sin-
cerely issue to the Serbs an ultimatum to return
to the negotiating table for a durable solution. A

protracted war there has the potential to lead to
a third world war. h '

Quality of Meat in City

A weekly column "Down to Earth" published
last Saturday, has drawn our attention te a very
important aspect of our city life. Who controls the
a}laﬂty of meat that is sold in the city markets?

ith the rapid rise of Dhaka's population the
meat market is expanding very fast, and with it
the question of ﬂhty of the meat sold in the
markets is also oming extremely important.
Of course, there are many good laws in existence.
One of which sii;s that butchers are permitted to
slaughter animals only at authorised places, and
take meat to the market after quality inspection
seal has been put on the meat by municipal offi-
cials. That, as we said, is the law. The reality is far
different. The uncontrolled growth of meat shops

pose two types of dangers for the citizens. First is
the quality aspect. The other is that of disposal of
animal parts left over after slaughter. These
issues need to be addressed ently.

'ﬂ: git:cﬂd Eli;hgh w:& fegl that . eulrélumber of five
autho ughter houses sho immediate
be raised to ten, and each of these places shnu}ﬁ
have more inspectors than the present five. We
must also introduce visiting su sors who will
g0 on spot checks to monitor the work of inspec-
tors. For every diseased animal found to have
'been slaughtered, the inspectors should be given

stringent jail terms, so that it acts as severe de-
terrent for others. Number of veterinary surgeons
must also be increased.

Whatever we do, it is clear that the existing
facilities are highly inadequate to handle the
rapidly rising meat requirement of Dhaka city.
The increased meat su will have to be ade-

uate and also safe. And all this will have to be
one in a healthy and environmentally sound
manner. This is the minimum requirement of any
modern city.

pendent tabulation of
election results as and when it is held in the near

people in all
seats for which election

be enlisted

—

E olten talk of hang
overs from colonial
bureaucracy in a gene-

ral way, particularly when we

| leel frustrated in our dealings
with officials - But what we
really need to do is to, lirstly,

identify these hangovers: sec
ondly, analyse why these still

persist; and linally. suggest a
way oul, so that at least by the
time we enter the iwenty-first

century. we can start with a
clean slate

A systematic discussion on
colonial hangovers may be or-
ganised in (wo paris. namely,
those pertaining to the hierar-
chy within the bureaucracy.
and those in relation to deal
ings with the common man
Some of the more explicit ex-
amples ol colonial hangovers
within the bureaucratic hierar-
chy that one often encounters
in Bangladesh are constant
“sirring” ol the boss. standing
up [rom ithe seal when the
boss enters the room: receiv
ing and seeing ofl bosses at
alrports. railway stations and
launch terminals: offering
elaborate [arewells and recep-
tions 10 bosses through speech
making. presenis, refresh
ments and garlanding; and lav-
ish entertainment of the boss
during official field visits.
These "courtesies are gener-
ally also extended to the wife
and children of the boss. In
fact. sometimes., members of
the boss's lamily expect these
as a malter of right. To these
examples may also be added
the practice of lavishly enter
taining important visitors in
the office with food and
drinks. This is perhaps more
feudal than colonial but they
are no doubt enmeshed with
one another. '

The 'sirring” phenomenon
often takes on an extreme
form, so that the word "sir”
may be repeated several times
in a single sentence. An out-
sider experiencing “sirring”
for the tirst time may find it
rather amusing. but for one
hearing it constantly, it may be
extremely annoying. particu-
larly if its impact amounts to
loss ol meaning of the sen-
tence. At its worst, it may also
be degrading because it aggra-
vates the disparity in an al-
ready unequal relationship,
and this does not generally
permit a rational argument
from a subordinate to prevail.
The argument that this three-
letter word shows respect to a
sernior is utter nonsense be-

cause in an office situation., we
should be interested more

with output and results than
outmoded niceties of etiquette.

[t may be a good physical
exercise, but standing and sit-
ting in rhythm with the entry
and exit of the boss is a terri-
bly demanding act. Consider

Hangovers from Colonial Bureaucracy

—_——

"Courtesies’ are generally also extended to the wife and children of the boss. In fact, sometimes,

memhr:a_f_thebo-'lhulﬂy

silting on a stool outside the
Sahib's room, standing up after
every minute. because for him
almost anyone entering the
Sahib's room is his superior,
and hence, he is obligated to
stand up at that frequency. It is
quite possible for junior offi-
cers and subordinate staff to
keep standing upto an hour in
the boss's room simply because
the boss did not ask them to
sit down. Sometimes, even if
requested by a "cranky” boss,
the subordinate will generally

-hesitate to sit down. because it

is simply not the etiquette that
has been ingrained into his
sysiem. There are also In-
stances when a subordinate
will even touch the feet of the
boss "out of respect”.

A phenomenon related to
such "hoss supremacy” in
Bangladesh is his propensity to
call subordinates to his room
umplieen nuoiber ol unes in a
day, and mostly on the flimsi-
est of grounds. Although such a
practice is extremely annoying
and time wasting, the boss
would invariably find it beneath
his dignity to walk down to his
subordinate’'s office and dis-
cuss an official matter with
him there. He will sometimes
find it inconvenient even to
talk to his subordinate over the
intercom or telephone. On the
other hand, the same person
working in an International
organisation would perhaps
gladly carry official files and
papers to his subordinate, be-
cause there, no one not even
the janitor, would put up with
his lordly behaviour.

For high officials, there may
be a justification for one or two
of their stalff to be at-
tending on them during their
arrivals and departures, but
when a retinue of subordi-
nates. sometimes along with
their wives, turn up to attend
on the boss whenever he is go-
ing out or returning, there is
certainly something utterly
wrong somewhere. During the
late eighties, officers of a par-
ticular Ministry were notorious
for such "valet service". Cere-
monial farewells on the trans-
fer. retirement, resignation,
etc. of officials are quite com

mon in cveg country. But it is
the absurd degree of their

elaborateness and the time and
money wasted on these in
Bangladesh that make them
sickening to any sensible hu-
mari being. A most hypocritical
aspect of such official farewells
is the eulogy that is bestowed

on the boss and repeated in
speech after speech in many
differerit forms. although ev-
eryone jolly well knows the
hollowness of the entire exer
cise.

Entertaining the boss dur-
ing official field visits is an-
other disgusting practice in
our country that has only been
strengthened over time How
ever modest, the boss gets a
daily allowance (DA]. but he
has to be provided with every
meal. sometimes cooked not
in the Dak Bungalow or Circuit
House but supplied from the
subordinate official's resi-
dence. There is no doubt that
the present DA rate is absurdly
low and should be raised im-

“mediately. but this can be no

excuse for sponging on subor-
dinates while on an official
tour. Indeed, this practice di-
rectly puts pressure on subor-
dinates at the field level to
seek corrupt ways and means.

sobering effect on this prac-

LUCE.
Though not clear 1o many

the implications of this prac-
tice are highly negative. to say
the least Firstly. it is a despi-
cably sight. which gives the
impreasion that our bureau-
crats are an easy going feudal
non-professional lot bogged
down in eating and drinking
rather than getting on with
their work. Secondly it causes
considerable waste ol precious
office time. A number of peons
and bearers are constantly en-
gaged in preparing. arranging
and serving food and drinks,
and hence are unavailable for
substantive work Given their
extremely poor and slothful
training. they will invariably
also cause a lot of fuss. distrac-
tion and delay in serving the
food and drinks. In the pro
cess, valuable time is wasied,
annoyance is caused and atten-
tion is diverted Thirdly. these

Making Government Work

because every now and then
there are so many bosses with
expensive food habits to look
after. Nowadays. in certain sec-
tors of the government, enter-
tainment of the bosses has
been institutionalised through
the so-cdlled "LR Fund” which
Is collected from gun i
censees, businessmen and
others on a regular basis

Sometimes, these responsi-
bilities are shifted to the "local
gentry" who oblige, obviously
in exchange for favours to be
obtained from local officials.

In Bangladesh, it is simply
bad manners not to offer food

and drinks to "important visi- '

tors” in the office. The same
goes for all official meetings.
The higher the level of. the
host officer, the greater is the
expectation of the visitors in
this regard. These refresh-
ments are obviously served at
the expense of the government
exchequer. There have been a
number of attempts in the past
to curtail this practice to a
minimum but these do not
seem to have worked. The only
time some restraint is ob-
served is during the holy
month of Ramadan when the
fear of God and public displea-

sure combine to have some

B -

entail considerable expendi-
ture to the government exche-
quer

In any case. important
guests and visitors are hardly
the people who need extra
food. Also, the food and drinks
served in the offices are gen-
erally sugary. greasy, adulier-
ated stuff causing more harm
than good There is. of course.
the argument of traditional
Bengali hospitality. which is
rubbish. If we wish to demon-
strate our hospitality, we
might as well show it outside
the office. Foreigners are
amused by our practice when
experiencing it for the first
time. but later on they find it
disgusting. a matter to be
ridiculed rather than appreci-
ated. In fact. | have heard for-
eigners say, "Wasting food is
part of the culture in countries
where food is in greatest
shortage”. | am not arguing
that food and drinks in
the offices should be abolished
outright. I am only asking for
showing the restraint. which
we have so far failed to do.

These and such other prac-
tices stem f[rom, among
athers, two colonial/feudal
traits, namely, supremacy of
“form"” over "substance”. and

expect these as a maiter of right.

more importantly, vile sub-
servience. Indeed these very
traits are also reflected in the
relationship between officials
and the common man. i
across the board. there is a
tendency among officials
(sometimes the pettier you
are. the more staunch you be-
comel to stringently uphold
laws, rules. regulations, execu-

tive orders. ime honoured
A0 o T o~ 1 b vve . when
LhbeEwt il Hnmpit'lt*l_‘r oul of
date. utterly stupsd and harm-
ful i praciice and the officials
have 1he dhisaretion 1o overiook
andd bl these W is because.
ot hurmnan wellare but madnte-
nane of he status guo is what
malters i a sysiem charac-

lerised by extreme domina-
tion Secondly as expected,
the same subservient official
will turn into a tiger when
dealing with the common man.
Suspcion. disbelief, misbehav-
war and throwing about rules
dare the rommon weapons he
woulld generally employ in

treating the lungi-clad person
tdaring tv come up to him.
Even the bench or the tool
may not be offered to him. let
#lone anv relreshment. He is
only expecied 1o keep stand-
g and wait with folded hands.

Why have these colonial
hingovers persisted? Adminis-
iration s basically the hand-

maiden ol politics. and since
after 1947 politics based on
the will of the common man
vould not Iw»w more than a
punctuation mark in a whole

paragraph ol authoritarian rule
in our countrv. there was
hardly any scope to reform the
inherited administrative cul-
ture and practice in any far-
reaching manner. In fact. in
certain respects, further per-
versions may have crept in. Au-
thoritarian rule based on collu-
sion between military and civil
bureaucrais prevailed because
ol the "over-developed™ colo-
nial state in relation to politi-
cal institutions and the civil
society. Colonial hangovers
were also reinforced by the
remnanis of our feudal way of
life. We had. of course. one
golden opportunity following
our Liberation Struggle, in
1972. Lo change all that. But at
that time. | suppose. we were
mterested more in "capturing”
lhan "reforming” the bureau-
Cracy.

| do not think the situation
is so gloomvy that nothing can
e done 1o overcome the
hangovers of colonial /feudal

bureaucracy. On the contrary. a

great deal is possible now,
mainly because both the na-
tioaal and the international

chimaic is in favour of democ-
racy rather than autocracy. and
the issue of governance is now
centre stage everywhere, Sec-
ondly. given Lhe successive
batterings over time. the bu-
reaucracy in Bangladesh is in
e position o resist change in
cither direction. Hence, well-
thoughti-out measures to do
away with colonial hangovers
are bound 10 succeed.

O emasly the lirs:1 re-
guirenkent 1u Uus regard 1s the
politwal will™ ol whichever
delnocratic government is in
power in Bangladesh. Bu
often. “political will" degenér-
ates into wild rhetoric. which
is followed by wishy washy ac-
tions, and hence everything
goes inlo reverse gear, gener-
ating a tremendous amount of
frustration as an aftermath.
The “political will” has to be
translated into sustained ac-
tions. such as a well-thought-
out "do's and don'ts” circular
on these and other related is-
sues of administrative norms
from the L. a series
of officials meetings at all
levels Lo explain their full im-
plications, Isory inchu-
sion of the materials of the
circular in all government
iraining programmes. wide
media publicity on a regular
basis, etc.

Political will has also to be
demonstrated through per-
sonal examples at the highest
levels of government. However.
in preparing the circular, care
will have to be taken to consult
officials and Tether relevant
people at all levels, so Lthat it is
realistic and does not appear
to be over-ambitious. Also.
sensible alternatives will have
to be offered, wherever re-
quired. For example, if juniors
are no more required to ad-
dress their seniors as "sir”,
theri one must also devise a
new form of address. which is
modern. reflects the egalitar-
ian character of our society,
and is at the same tUime cultur-
ally senditive.

In the beginning, no sub-
slantive punishment should be
meted out to violators of the
circular. However, the worst of
them should be warned, first
privately and then publicly. On
the other hand. some positive
incentives in the form of an
award or a public mention
could be providéd to those
who strictly abide by the circu-
lar. Finally. periodic evaluation
should be carried out by inde-
pendent public administration
experis to test the circular's
effectiveness at the implemen-
tation level and identify the

_changes required for the fu-

ture.

the plight ol the poor bearer
TATISTICAL indicators
clearly show the deep

S_ malaise in the economy
-with inflation. deficit spend-
ing, corruption. etc. eating.
into like a bunch of rates. the
vitals of our economy. With
revenue collection falling way
short of projected targets and
non-development expenditure
on the rise despite Govern-
ment of Pakistan's (GOP) best
efforts, GOP's budget makers
have to accomplish a Houdini
act to get our of this financial
Gordian knot. About the only
positive indicator for GOP at
this time is the blizzard of
MOUs that signal the PPP

regime’s all-oul resolve to get
foreign investment into the

| country at any cost, even by
| "mortgaging the country's eco-

nomic assets”. according to a
recent statement of the Faisal-
abad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (FCCI). The
MOUs notwithstanding, all
other indicators point to a
gradual slide to impending
economic doom.

Our revenue collection does
not even equal the [nancial
outlays réquired for "Debt ser-
vicing” and "Defence Spend-
ing". We are mired in debt
even before we can make any
further financial allocation for
administrative and/or devel-
opment programmes. Our first
priority should be to reduce
-both external and internal debt
to lessen the recurring burden
while searching ways and
means to make sure that every
periny paid for Defence esti-
mates is fully accountable.

IMF has been pressurising
GOP to reduce tariffs. A work-
ing paper prepared by the IMF
for an April 22, 1993 meeting
had tacitly agreed to a gradual
tariff reduction in order that
domestic industry (sometimes
enjoying inordinate protec-
tion) would not collapse. How-
ever Mian Nawaz Sharif's
elected pgovernment was
brought down a few days be-
fore the agreement was for-
malised and Mr Benazir's
elected Govt. was forced into a
fiat accompli by the slavish ac-
ceptance of all conditions by
former interim PM (and ex-
World Bank employee] Moin
Qureshi, who proved more
"loyal than the King" in send-
ing Pakistan industry pell mell
on the road to disaster.

The protection given to our
local industry is gone as we
rapidly become a Dubai-like
haven for foreign consumer
products which at almost at
per in price but are better in
quality than the locally manu-
factured ones. Factories from
Khyber to Karachi are closing
down as manufacturers cannot
sustain recurring losses to
match such competition. If it
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Benazir's Choice

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

The Second part of a three-part series on Pakistan's economy

were confined to soap, tooth-
paste, perfume, chocolates, ice
cream (yes, even ice cream),
etc we would be apprehensive,
given the fact that the contin-
ued manufacture of a wide
range of products including
textiles, garments, towels,
shoes, leather goods. bicycles,
electric fans. etc is also being
badly affected is good cause for
absolute alarm.

In a final ireny (or nail in

- the economic coffin) there is

even a likelihood of dumping
of textiles by developed coun-
tries in Pakistan.- Widespread
unemployment is already a ma-
jor problem for the urban mil-
lions, it is going to get much
worse. Instead of conserving
our precious foreign exchange
for machinery, etc, it is being
squandered on cosmetics,
jewellery, chocolates, etc. On

60s when "Gherao and Jalao”
(are our memories that short?)
reduced the economy (o
shambles before we stumbled
into the 1971 crisis.
Sufficient effort has not
been made to recover out-
standing loans. In the textile
industry alone, Rs 29 billion is
the figure of stuck-up loans.
Prominent public figures of all
shades of political leaning who
form the country's so-called
elite are the major defaulters,
GOP has shown enthusiasm in
going only after its political
"enemies”’, thereby undercut-
ting the credibility of the pro-
cess. In fact recovery has been
as low as 1-2%. To the credit
of Ms Benazir Govt., they have
overcome objections to the
publishing of names of loan de-
faulters, this should have good
effect. Equal incentives are not

tates such as railways. roads,
dams. etc are not able to pay
for themselves because of rev-
enue shortages due to leak-
ages. Without drawing the pri-
vate sector into the country's
socio-economic development,

‘we cannot hope for economic

emancipation. On the other
hand, what we are achieving by
ruining them financially? GOP
is increasingly going to rely on
General Sales Tax (GST) to
make up for its revenues, a
Herculean effort steeped in
frustration in a society that
shuns documentation for the
most part. .
The blizzard of MOUs
signed by the present regime
with foreign companies. pri-
marily in the energy sector,
have become the subject of
macabre humour, nothmmg
more expressive than MAXIM's

prodiit, O the other hand, even
il 15 200 ol the MOUs come
to lruition it would constitute

stibstantial progress in over-
conung the present energy de-
ticiency but even then we will
be short ol the guantum re-
quired tor accelerated eco
nonic growlth.

Since loreign investiment in
the othér areas of the manutac-
turing sector ol the economy is
virtually ml. without increased
production where will we get
Lthe money o pay our 10Us lor
our MOLUs"? The present Catch-
22 cvycele puls us deeper in
debt withoul adding to the
means lor meeting our obliga-
tions towards debt servicing.

Messrs Shahid Hassan

Khan. Special Assistant Lo the
PM and Salinan Faruki, Secre-
tary, Ministry ol Water. Power
aliel [(now) the Environment.

mmmMMMMMMMMMaMMhMWM
a partnership between the agrarian sector and foreign investment with 'loyal’ industrialists making up the
third pole of the 'triad’

the other hand the developed
countries, particularly US,
Japan and the European Com-
munity have set, strong trade

‘barriers against such products

and produce that affect their
domestic industry as a mea-
sure of blatant protectionism.
What success has Pakistan had
in selling rice to Japan or hav-
ing textile quotas increased to
the US? To protect their in-
dustries US has opted for
trade sanctions against Japan
for resisting free import of au-
tomobiles and spares. And
here we are opening up our
markets at disastrous cost to
industry‘and the economy. Why
and to please (or benefit)
whom?

Instead of encouraging do-
mestic investment by local en-
trepreneurs by giving them a
market-oriented Labour Policy
providing employers with in-
herent right to "hire and fire",
it is believed that the proposed

- Labour policy (which was not

announced as scheduled on
May Day) in its unadulterated
form takes away that basic
right giving dominance to
Labour's right over that of the
Employers — an open invita-
tion to a return to the eco-
nomic environment of the late

being given to industry as for
agriculture. Without such in-
centives there will be no at-
traction for industry for poten-
tial investors, domestic or for-
eign (except of course the en-
ergy and telecommunications
gold mine).

We keep on talking about
taxing agriculture income
while conveniently overlooking
the fact that all income must
be taxahle on a equitable basis.
Why should the urban popula-
tion made to bear this burden
alone and agriculturists enjoy
subsidies and grants paid for
by the taxes that urbanites
pay? Solutions cannot be
hoped far when 90% of those
who sit in the legislative
Assemblies are agriculturists
who do not pay taxes but sit on
judgement as to who will pay
taxes (and in what quantum?).

Another sore point is the low
measure of property tax recov-
ery and GOF's unwillingness to
take winding-up action against
sick mills. In the face of an ex-
pected bumper wheat crop,
GOP is gearing upto importing
wheat, a tacit acceptance that
smuggling of foodgrains to
neighbouring countries cannol
be controlled.

Our infra structure facili-

carloon about a beggar asking a
passerby to "at least give an

MOU" if not some money.
There is method to the Fed-
eral Govt.'s seeming madness,
not the least being its publicity
potential. The general cyni-
cism among the knowledge-
able notwithstanding, the real
lardel is the mass perception
and the proven gullibility of
the general public when their
aspirations are titillated by ex-
pansive rhetoric.

None ol the US $ 80 billion
in MOUs promised to the So-
viet Linion dJduring the Gor-
bachev era ever saw the light
of day. the Soviet masses were
given a glimpse ol Heaven as
their country was led Lo sys-
tematic desiruciion even as
Gorbachev s ego was being
siroked by the wesiern media

as an ‘outstanding” leader of
his time. The Soviet Union
paid the price ftor Mr Gor
bachev s sell-propagation
which lasied Lill the nation he
led became economically
bankrupt and thereafier (he

Union sell desiructed. There
after Gorbachev having served

his purpose became history
The popular (and cntalilled)
"Rou. Kapra and Makao  slogan
of the 7% given by ithe PM s
late father 1s another case in

have playved yeomen's role in a
calculated policy of creating
publicity-oriented  statistics
which were eminently believ-

able but a yvear down the road
Lhis may be unraveling in a
paper trail of promises unful-
lilled by potential investors
while serious investors have
been led merrvily down a gar-
clen path. Not one big player in
world energy has signed an

MOL! in Pakistan. The much-
touted transparency is missing

Irom the process. the process
is increasingly mired in nepo
tisin and mampulation except

tor a lew show-piece cases.
Unfortunately brilliance is
somelnnes a cover lor intellec-
tual dishonesty. a sorry com-
mentary on the credibility of
the whole provess This is a
recurring (and not uncommeony)
phenomenon among those

technocrats  who  willingly
compromise their conscience

in order to profit materially at
the cost of country An oul
standing advocate for foreign
investinen! in the energy sec
tor. the PM follows an unbe
lievable cenfrontational policy
with respect to the manulac
(uring sector  Along with in
ternational economic compli
cations GOP s policies have re
suwited in Pakistan s primary

value-added sector, the gar-
ment manufacturing industry
to be mired in deep crisis with
about 900 out of 1500 units
closed. The textile industry is
also in a similar crisis with a
larger number of units termi-
nally sick while the consumer
manufacturing industry faces
catastrophe as tarills are re-
duced throughout the whole
spectrum of imports.

The government., with firm

control over Llﬁ financial sec-
tor, ha~ adopted a policy that

is heavily tilted towards a
partnership between the
agrarian sector and foreign in-
vestment with "loyal” industri-
alists making up the third pole
of the "triad”. Skeptics say that
this is a deliberate policy that
is based on PPP's realisation
that the urban vote is forever
lost to the PPP and that fur-
ther PPP rule can only be per-
petuated by a deliberate policy
of promoting agriculture at the
cost of industry. In this man-
ner the urban population will
be “punished” for its
‘disloyalty” in supporting the
Opposition.

dence aboul The systematic de-
struction of the domestic in-
dustry even while foreign en-
trepreneurs are being wel-
comed in a dual-faced policy,
one cannot believe anything
else. Analysts seriously believe
that the PM is refraining from
politically tackling the worsen-
ing law and order situation in
Karachi as an extension of a
deliberate “scorched earth’
policy. The law enlorcement
agencies (LEAs) have brought
temporary peace of sorts to
Karachi in the past few weeks
but credit must also be given
to the MQM (A) in acting ma-
turely by holding back its mili-
tant cohorts in check. The im-
portance of the LEAs in Hyder-
abad has shown up the fact
that political problems can
only have political solutions, all
other measures are but tempo-
rary and can only provide
‘aspirin” reliel where deliber-
ate surgery is necessary.

With limited options in the
present economic circum-
stances all indications are that
the PM has opted for what she
perceives to be the lesser of
two evils to her politically,
choosing agriculture over in-
dustry. In the movie 'Sophies
Choice’. when the German
Nazis in Peland gave Sophie a
choice between which of her
two siblings would survive. So
phie was faced with a classic
Hobson s predicament Nol so
for the PM_ she is willingly to
sacrifice domestic industry
gquite happily at the altar ol
agric ulture (and the e votes

hwt PPP mias  redy
In power |
Tomorrou' Economic

Fortress Pakistan



