WE HAVE MUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICING, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.
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DPRK threatens to fight
2nd war with US on
Korean peninsula

India likely to have
another hung
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Business

Country has vast poten-
tial sources of nuclear
power, says Atomic
Energy Commission
official
Follow model business
principles,Chinton asks
US companies
Pages 6, 7

Travel &
Tourism

The Chittagong war ce-
metery, Tounsm — Ex-
pansion through foreign
investment; Travelling
through Chittagong city
and Travel editor's note
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Metropolitan
Dhaka Day by Day

Deals are made but few
talk about them
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NEWS BRIEFS
PM returns home

Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia returned home
vesterday alternoon ending her
three day edlicial visil 10 South
Kogea. Un arrival. she was re-
eeived by LGRD and Coopera
tives Migister Abdus Salam
Talukdar at the gangway of the
Zia Intermauonal Airport Min
isters. diplomats secretaries
chiets ol three services |[GF
and other semor officials were
present. reports UNB

Frime

Minor boy die in
road accident
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Mav 17: A minor
boy was run uver and killed by
a speeding privalte car on air-
port road this merning. The
vietime Nurul Islam, 10, hails
fromy Kalagul of Sylhet Sadar
thana. Pelice sewzed the vehicle
(Brahmanbaria-Ba-212) while
the driver managed lo escape.

11 Russian marines

killed in Chechnya
{ MOSCOW. May 27: At least
| 1| Russian marines have been
kflled and 19 wounded in the
latest baittles with separatist
rebeis in breakaway Chechnya.
ITAR-Tass news agency said
tﬂddﬁ( The agency quoted the
Paci Fleet's press office in
the far eastern city of Viadivos-
lok as saying the marines had
beent killed or wounded on
Fridav in fighting south of the
town ol Shali. which itself is
soulhi-east of the Chechen cap-
ilal Grozny. reports Reuter.
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NATO for tougher UN force in Bosnia

220 peacekeepers taken
hostage by Serbs

SARAJEVOy May The
United Notions s luthlj.. Lhe
Bosntan Serh aniny had seized
control e its confrontation
with NATO and the UN after
taking scores ol peacekeepers

hostage as human shields
againsl air strikes. reporls
Reuter.

A French soldier died in a
for control ol a "'n.._irlii Vi

bridve captured overnight by
rebel -Serb commandos dis-
cinsed as peacekeepers. A sec-
orndd French soldier was [atally
wounded in another clash.
With UN and NATO coun-
tries in disarray amid threats
biv Paris 1o wilhdraw its troops
lrur Bosnia. UN spokesman
Crary Coward told Sky Televi-
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-hlm- one ul the three UN pEilcekﬂperE

wearing a Czech uniform, taken as human shields in the
Serb strong hold of Pale Fndny The Bosnian Berbs

carried out more airstrikes.

i NATO war planes

Almost all vur ilE‘ﬂplE on
Bosnian-Serb held territory, as
[ar as we can tell, are under
the control of the BSA
(Besnian Serb Army). They are
surrounded, threatened and
disarmed and effectively, as
I've said. control is being ex-
ercised by the Bosnian Serbs.”

Serb lorces held 220 UN
soldiers and unarmed military
observers at UN weapons
dumps and observation posts
around Sarajevo and in the
Serb stronghold of Pale near
the Bosnian capital. More than
150 are French.

French Major Guy Vinet
sald 93 of the men were hu-
man shields against renewed
air attacks by NATO whose jets
pounded a BSA weapons dump
near Pale on Thursday and Fri-
day.

BSA television piclures of
eight hapless mililtary ob-
servers chained to potential
NATO lLargets including the
anununition dump. a radar site
and a bridge in Pale on Friday
undermined western resolve
to chiithene the Serbs,

A Polish observer wiis seell
under guard by oomasked BSA
soldicr wielding a Kalashnikov
gl o Ghanaian ied o the
bridge said: “Weo require that
NATO ceases bombing ol BSA
largels and Serb terrilories so
that our lives will be spared.”

Sources in Pale said hos-
tages were taken to some of
the installations again today.

The UN mission ploughed
into familiar territory, taking
on the "Serbs without being
able to match their determina-
tion to threaten UN lorces
with politically unacceptable
casualties.

‘There was no sign of the
precautions against hostage-

taking . which UN spokesmen |

See Mage 12 Col 1

(EC)
to fill up the forms for regis-
tration as voters only from the
areas where from they desire
to become voters, reports BSS.

Ceonning weeks.

| sectlion

The nation-wide regisira-
tion ol voters and the delimi-
tation ol parliamentary con-
stiluencies are part of prepara-
lions lor Iresh general elec
tions. The main opposition
parties — thev have right now
no immediate anti-government
programmes like hartals —
have also launched parallel ef-
fjorts of their own to ensure a
flawless volers list. The activi-
ties centering the preparation
of the voters' list are likely to
dominate politics during the
including alle-
galknis ol irregularities and in-
CORpw LENCe

A» the government is dralt
g o new national budget for
thie liscal bheghning Julv 1. 11
will iry to avoid hurting the
people. especially the poorer
of the society It is
likely to be o vote-winning
Indget. according Lo some ana-
lysts.

in s election strategy the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist

| Party will try its best 10 heal

the wounds the recent fertil-
iger crisis had inflicied on Lhe
farmers. The ruling party's de-
bacles i the niayoral pells o)
Dhaka and Chittagong will also
be high on the strategy. In ad-
dition. there will be usual at

The hazy maze of political funding

How do our political parties
fund hemselves? How much
do they collect from their reg-
they get from their patrons?
What are the major sources of
money and how much does a
party spesd «very month?

These guestions are becom-
g ingreassngly perunent as
elew liuns doaw nearer. There
is now a growing public cu
riosity abowut the whole process
ol how the political parties
fund their activities.

There s o cONCrete an-
swer from the parties (1o these
gquestions. But there is a lot of
speculation among the public
regarding the wavs in which
the political parties raise party
funds.

To meet the readers inter-
est and the curiosity of the
general public, The Daily Star
conducted . a brief{ investigation
on this crucial issue

All major political parties
mainiain siringent secrecy
about the source ol party funds
and about their bank accounts.

The treasurers and other
central leaders of almost all

mjor political parties  inchad-

By Farid Hossain
lacks against the Opposition
with repeated allegations that
the (requent hartals sponsored
by the Opposition have dam-
aged Lhe economy and slowed
down the process of consoli-
dating democracy.

The Opposition. especially
the main contender for power,
the Awanu League, is no sitting
silent. In cenducting whirl-
wind tours ol the country.
Sheikh Hasina is speaking
about her partys agenda if
voled Lo power. She is offering
better deals 10 the [armers and
promising o ensure
Bangladesh's due share ol the
Ganges waler — she has ac
cused Beguin Zia of failing to
ke a deal with India. Also.
Hasina is promising to let the
25 vear Friendship Treaty with
India die its natural death

Her concentration on India
is understandable. India is the
trumip card all anti-Awami
League parties have used
dgainst 1 during elections In a
desperale move (o end this
weak point Hasina is trying to
ust the card against Begum
AR

Il the voting comes, how is
1 going, 10 be held? Who is go-
g o be i power Lo supervise
the polls” That question still

The Unannounced Election Campaign

remains with no clear answer.
The government's latest offer
ol a dialogue with Opposition
raised some hopes. Thal op-
timism faded after the BNP
and the Awami League started
fresh bickerings.

No doubt the prospect for a
dispute-resolving dialogue has
once again been covered by
clouds of uncertainty. vet. Op-
timisis still see a sun hiding
behind the clouds.

In spite of the mutual accu-
sations the government has
not taken its dialogue offer
back from the table. Though
the Opposition has not ac-
cepted it. it is neither opposed
to negotiations. provided it re-
ceives an agreement-in-prin-
ciple announcement from the

government. Such an-
nouncement is not. beihg to-
tally ruled out.

Both parties seem to be
convinced that public pressure
for a negotiated settlement
will increase as balloting is be-
coming more and more a real-
ity — no maltter the main op-
position parties accept or re-
ject it. Hence. without saying
s0, all political parties, inchud-
ing the Opposition are involved
in activities that is nothing
shert of an election campaign.

By Asiuzzaman

iy U ruling BNP. the Awanii
League, Jativa Party and the
Jamuaat-e-Islami. when asked
abuut the main sources of party
funds. gave dentical aniswers:
Alfluemt party leaders and
weallthy well wishers are usu

4lly thetr main sources of funds
lor runmng party activities

Accorthing to insiders. the
MFs and central leaders of
eacl party pay manthly fees
while the richer party mem-
bers and busiiessmen make
regular contributions.

All ol them declined 110
claborate saving only: "Il is a
secrel matter  However, ev-
eryonie conlirmed that each
party has bank accounts

The Daily Star investigation
reveals thal as regards party
funds. there are a lew things
common (o all the major par-
LS

4) The regular expenditures
of the poliical parties are far
beyeond their known sources of
IO :

b The book-keeping of
most of the parties is very
poor. In [act there is no

proper accounting for day-to-
dav expenses;

)] Most ol the parties ex-
cept the Jamaal are unable o
collect the regular subscrip-
thons from thelr general mem-
hers,

) Spokesmien of all the
parties contided that they go
for special drives for fund-rais-
ing ahead ol every major party
programune. Bul no account is
kept of how much is collected
on wuch special drives and
how much is spent lor the
specific action tor which the
money was collected,

e) Parties have patrons who
provide funds during the time
of need. It is a highly guarded
secret as to who are the pa-
trons and how much they pay.
and &t what frequency:

fl Some of the parties have
o source of income
while some others have no
mechanisim to collect l]:lllﬂ'l.i',’
contributions from the leaders
and workers;

g As a whole. accounting of
the palitical parties funds is
extremely loose. leading (o
serious doubts within each
party, as to how efficiently and
effectively the party funds are
hetng used

EC'’s advice

The Election Commission
yesterday advised people

A press release of the

Commission yesterday said the
registration of voters has be-
gun from May 25 and the
enumerators are visiting house

ti» house for collection of in-
lormation which are necessary
for enlisting eligible voters.
The enumerators are col-
lecting information in the
scheduled No 2 form of the
third phase of the process.
In this context, the EC said
that many persons have drawn
the attention of the Comimnis-
sion to the Clause 11 of the
information form which pro-
vides a scope for the eligible
voter as to where he wants to
be enlisted as a voter — per-
manent address or the present
address.
See Page 12 Col 8
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may be extended

Bv Krishna P Roy and Morshed A Khan

Slow progress of the voter
regisiration mayv lorcé the
Election « omnmission (EC) to
extentd 1l 1ime lHimlt — due Lo
expire Muyv 31 — by one week,
sources inn Lthe commission
disclosed yesterday.

The voter redistration pro-
cess, which bevan on Thurs-
day. slowed down due to vari-
ous complications ranging
from a time-consuining paper

work to an overload of infor-
mation requirements.

Over three lakh enumera-
tors began house-to-house vis-
its throughout the country.
Each enumerator is assigned
to collect information about
200 voters by May 31.

Many people in the city al-
leged that no enumerator vis-
ited their houses yesterday
though they remained avail-

able, taking advantage of the
general holiday. declared by
the government to enable offi-
clals and employees to get en-
listed as voters.

As the enumerators have to
collect detailed information for
each voter in triplicate, it has
become difficult to complete
the process within the stipu-
lated time, sources said.

Besides, the areas for the

enumerators were selected in
accordance with the voter list
prepared in 1992. But the
number of voters in m areas
in the city has gone up b'_'f' this
time.

EC officials said they would
ask the enumerators to collect
information on all voters of
their areas whatever the num-
ber might be. The enumerators

Sen: l'age 12 Col 7

| has called
i widle lransport strike from to-

J Transport

Pt Minister vaum Khaled.i fﬂ 12 had a mutlng with the South Korean Prime Ministey

Lee

| ﬁmh Korean

entrepreneurs
keen to invest

SEOUL, May 27: South Ko-
rean entrepreneurs have
shown keen interest to make
large-scale investments in dil-
ferent industrial sectors in
Bangladesh. reports UNB.

Heads of the country's top
industrial complexes called on
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia at her hotel suit here this
morning and expressed their
willingness to involve them-
selves in industrial progress in

Bangladesh.
The chairmen of Kabool
Textiles. Hyundai. Daewoo,

Samsung. Sangyong, LG Youn-
gone Corporation, met the vis-
iting Bangladesh leader.

Korean heavy industrial
complexes are engaged in
large-scale industrial produc-
tion and construction works in
and outside the country.

A delegation, comprising
representatives from the lead-
ing Korean companies, is ex
pected Lo visit Dhaka shortly to
explore possibilities invest-
ment. Foreign Secretary Fa-
roog Sobhan said.

During her Korean visil,
Begum Zia had a vital meeting
with President Kim Young-Sam
on investment in Bangladesh
and employment ol

Sece Page 12 Col 5

During 'the investigation,
coniradictory statements and
figures regarding the income
and , expenditure emerged
from the party sources. Mon-
thly regular expenditure of the
major parties vary from Tk
7.000 to Tk 300.000.

Besides regular office ex
penditure, the parties have to
pay some sort of allowances to
mid-level leaders and also to
dedicated full-time cadres.
Moustly. the central leaders
proyvide money for them and
sometimes the mid-level lead-
ers themselves collect funds to
finance their juniors. These
transactions do not have any
record. There is ne accounting
whatsoever as to how much
money flow through each party
for such activities.

The investigation also re-
veals that the parties have to
spend a considerable amount
of money for holding public
meetings and stage proces-
sions and print posters.

A medium-size meeting in
Lthe capital usually cost a party
between Tk 300,000 to Tk
001000

See Page 12 Col 4

- Koo at his office in Seoul un Friday.

— PID phato

Agri growth stagnated,
loans grew in '93-94: BB

Star Report

wgricultural growth *haed
stagtiated during fiscal 19493-
94 bul crop loans had in-
creased significantly, accord-
ing Lo the Bangladesh Bank
Annual Report. 1993-94.

The growth rate in the
agriculture sector during
1993-94 was |.8 per cent, as
in the previous fiscal. The dis-
bursement of crop loans by dif-
ferent banks had, however, in-
creased by 34 83 per cent, the
report said

The disbursement of all
forms ol agricultural loans.
which include crop. irrigation,
livestock loans etce. had in-
creased by 30.76 per cent to
Tk 1100.79 c¢rore [rom the
previots vear's Tk 841.85

| crare
' e report released to the

press last week said that the
total lood production in 1993-
Y4 was less than that of the
previous vyear due to bad
weallier

Production ol aush and
amai rice el by 10.8 and 2.7
e cent respectively.
However production of Boro
rice was 2 8 per cent higher
than (hat ol the previous year
The aush production was
IH Bl lakh tonnes, aman 9Y6.80
lukli tonnes and boro 67.72

lakh 1onnes.

The total rice productien in

'93-'94 was aboul 180.42 lakh
lonnes — 1.6 per cent less
than in the previous year.

Similarly, production of
wheat in the year stood at
11.30 lakh tonnes. which was
46.000 tonnes or 3.9 per cent
less than that of the previous
vear.

The report noted that due
to decrease in the production
of rice and wheat the total food
production in '93-94 went
down by 1.8 per cent to
191.72 lakh 1onnes from the
previous years 19517 lakh
Lonnes.

In contrast, ftood produc-
tien during 1992-93 had in-

creased by 1.0 per cent lrom
the previous year s
The other crops that

showed a downward trend in

production include jute 9.5

per cent, -.nu,aruuw 5.3 and
sweel polato 1.5 per cent.

However, the production of
soimme other «rops had signifi-
cantly inercased.

Different banks disbursed
loans [or crops. excluding tea,
Iintalling Tk 515.13 crore,
44 B3 per cent higher Lthan
that of the previous year.

Earthquake shakes
Russian Far East

MOS( OW May 27: A major
earthquake siruck a sparsely
populated region in the Rus-
sian Far Easl early Sunday, of
ficials saud No casualties or
damage were mnmediately re-
ported. savs AP

e quake had a prelimi-
nary magnitude of 7.5 and was
centered on the northerm end
ol Sakhalin island, said Eduard
Kozhukhov a Moscow-based
spokesman lor Russia's Min-
isiry lor Emergency Situations.
He said there was no apparent
damage or casualties but had
no further details.

The Russian agency said the
temblor occurred at 11:03 pm
local time (1303 GMT) with
the epicenter in a remote re.
gion, 150 kilometers (90
miles] south ol the town of
Okha and right along the coast

US and Japanese seisinw
logical officials estimated 1he
magnitude al 7 6

A temblor measuring mag
nitile 7 or greater is consid
ered o major quake, capable ol
widespread. heavy damage. But
the epicenter was more than
OO0 kilometers (400 miles)

north ol Lthe island's capitlal
and ouly real population cen-
ter. Yuzhno-Sakhalinks.
Sakhalin Island, home to
750,000 people, is located
more Lthan 6,500 kilometers
(4,000 miles] =ast of Mosocow
and north ol the Japanese is-

land of Hokkaido, on the Sea of

Okhotsk. As of two hours
after the gquake. there were no
reports ol damage on
Hokkaido

Walesa threatens

to resign

KESZTHELY. HUNGARY,
May 27: Polish President Lech
Walesa threatened to resign
today after an anti-government
demonstration in Warsaw led
by the Solidarity Trade Union
turned violent, his spokesman
sald here, AFP.

Walesa also called for the
resignation of Prime Minister
Jozel Oleksy. after the Premier
failed to negotiate a peaceful
end to the protests during

which several people were in-
jured.

April 13,
| fresh reminder (o Kotwali po-

| hours logether,
| the missing boys, fouhd the
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Transport strike
from today

The Bancladesh Sarak
Paribabian Sranik Federation
1 lwo-day country

day to press its 11-point de-
Hiarels.

Talking to UNB on the eve
of the strike. execulive presi-
dent of the federation Shahja-
han Khan said about 10 lakh
transport workers, including
drivers, helpers. supervisors,
cleaners and terminal labowr-
ers would observe the strike.

The demands include im-
plementation of the recom-

; mendations of the 'Accident

Prevention Committee' of
1984 as well as the 'Road
Policy’ jointly
framed by representatives
from the government, trans-
port owners and labourers.
The federation also de-
mands that legal action should
be taken against not only the
drivers but all those responsi-
See Page 12 Col 3

BDR arrests 5
for illegal entry
into Bangladesh

JESSORE. May 27 E'rrm}f-
gladesh Ritles (BDR) personnel
loday arrested five people.
including (wo women and a
¢hild, for illegally entering the
country. reports UNB.

BDR sources said the five
crossed into the Bangladesh
territory without any valid

, documents and claimed thal
| they were Bangladeshi citizens.

The intruders, who claimed
Lo hail from Barisal and Paiu-
akhali, were sent to the-des-
sore jail after a case.was filed
with the Sharsa thana.. .,

Meanwhile, BDR has ¥n-
posed a curfew along the
Sharsa-Benapole border (rom
dusk to dawn everyday for an
indefinite period.

Entry of trespassers has in-
creased following the start of
the country-wide registration
of voters on May 25, BDR
sources said. 1

BSF palls back
from Asalong

' From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. May 27:
Tension along the Asalong
border area under Khagrach
hiart hill district has been de
fused after India withdrew its
freshly deployed Border Secu-
rity Forces (BSF) personnel
from the section this morning,
official sources said.

India pulled back about iﬂﬂ
BSF guards from Tripura, i
line with the decision rt'ﬂ{‘.’htd

at the May 25 flag meeting be-
tween the Bangladesh Rifles

| and BSF at Jalia, a border vil-

lage in India's Tripura state,
India had deployed the

. para-military forces and dug
. about 20 trenches along a 13-

kilometer stretch in the Asa-
long sector of Khagrachharl

| district when two groups of

farmers trom India and
Bangladesh clashed for «ultiva-
tion over a disputed land in
the Fenichhara river catch-

ment last week.

The BSF and BDR battalion

' commanders also decided in

the fMag meeting to maintain
the stalus guo over the dis-
putled piece of territory

Hearing-of Zia
murder case

resumes today

From Staft Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, May 27: The
conirt of the Chief Metropolitan
M.gistrate Chittagong will hear
the case relating to the 1981
assassination of President Zi-
aur Rahman (Case No 2(6) 81)
tomerrow. court sources said.
President Ziaur Rahman

| was killed in an abortive army

coup on the night of May 30,
1981 al the Chittagong Circuit

| House (now the Zia Museum)

under Kotwali thana.
During the last hearing, on
the CMM issued a

lice via the Commissioner of
Chittagong Metropolitan Pelice
lor liling the probe report in
his court.

2 bodies recovered
from Bay’

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, May 27: Bod-
ies of two youths, who drow-
ned in the Bay while taking
bath vesterday morning. were
recovered today from the

| beach.

After a relentless search for
the relatives of

body of Sayed Masud Kabir. a
second year student of the
Chittagong University, [rom
Moheshkhali ceast and the
by of  his ceollege going
cousin  Belal Uddin from
Chowsaldandi seaside



