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The tiuunber of transports ol
every catevory in the city is

rising. no doubt, but the prob-
lem does nit lie as much in
the number as in the chaotic

and indisciplined manner the
iransports ply on the city
roads.

According to an estimate.
public transporis such as
buses, trucks. autorickshaws
and tempoes, comprise some
40 per cent ol the vehicles
plving on the city roads.

Besides. there is a large
number ol defective and
unregistered metor vehicles
operated by incompetent
drivers having no licence. May
untrained assistains or helpers
are also contributing w a iarge
extend to the risky travel by
buses. mini-buses and other
modes of public transports, |l
is alleged.

The city dwellers, espe-
ctally those ol the middle in-
come group, are the worst vic-
tims of such a situnation. -

" The niddle-class people
sometimes can evade the
troublesome trips but the low-
incoine ones are compelled to
g¢o by the buses and minibus no
matter, whether sitling in a
broken seat., standing inside
holding an iron rod or clinging
to the handle bar.

According to Dhaka
Metropolitan Police [(DMP]
records. the DMP (Traffic)

filed 2.31.497 cases againsl
the owners ol defective vehi-
cles and realised Taka
1,86.76,155 [rom them as fine
during 1994 and the first
three months of the current
year,

However, it is alleged that
almost 50 per cent of the ve-
hicles apprehended for violat-
ing the Motor Vehicles Act of
1983 are allowed to go without
facing taking any action in this
regard, '

A recent study of the De-
partment of Environment
(DOE) reveals that 75 per cent
of the city's 1.91.2500 mo-
torised vehicles lack [itness.
The number ol vehicles
operating in the city increase
to over two lakh taking into
account those coming from
outside. the study says.

About 75 per cent ol the
unlit vehicles. the study says,
are polluting the air by
emitting black smoke.

'BDR-BSF flag
meeting today
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 24: A
Commander level flag meeting
between the Bangladesh Rifles
and the BSF is expected to be
held at 9 am tomorrow at Jalia.
a border village in Tripura. of-
ficial sources said.

The flag meeting is aimed
at defusing tension created by
fresh deployment of about 200
border security force person-
nel in Tripura across the bor-
der with Khagrachhari hill dis-
trict, sources added.

The para-military forces
have been deployed along a 13-
kilometer siretch in the Asa-
long sector of Khagrachhari
district. .

The BSF had proposed a
flag meeting on Monday when
some Indian farmers ploughing
near the Fenichhara river
catchment were driven back
by Bangladeshi people, official
sources said.

They seized a bullock and
ploughs from the Indian farm-
ers who encroached into the
disputed land hreachmg the
status gquo.

Southeast Bgnk

From Page 1

mistakes in the banking seetor
which have earned banks a bad
name.” Quashem said hinting
at loan defaulters. "We. will
start’ with- small investments.
consumer credit system and
new schemes such as ng
utility bills on behalf of our
clients, if they wisH.”

"Our prime objective is
promoting industrialisation
and creating employment op-

portunities,” I_:.IE said.

CUFL resumes

production
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 24:
Production in the Ch%gnng
Urea Fertiliser Factory ited

(CUFL) resumed  last night ,

after a nine-day suspension.

Official sources said the
production wgs in full swing.

The CUFI§ suspended pro-
duction on May 15 due to ab-
normal increase in the salinity
rate of the Karnaphuli river
water due to the recent high
tide whippéd up by a storm in
the Bay of Bengal.
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By Nazmul Ashraf

Part-6

Dzsczplme 'ﬁ'ee-style'

Inter-h=trct luxury buses piving on the southern routes have created themr own i!'n;ldh!l‘:]l.'
terminal i the city s busy Fakirerpool area, causing serious inconvenience to normal traffic.
— Star phota

Adniitting the existence of a
large 1number of Laulty vehicles
in the city, an o offivial of the
DMP (Traffic] said thev are
taking ‘legal action against the
siibstandard vehicles.” But, he
added. the issuance of fitness
certificates to the unfit ones by
the Bangladesh Road Trans-
port Authority (BRTA) is pre-
venting the elimination of such
transports from the city
streets.

The statistics available with
the DMP shows that police
registered 1294 cases relating
to the road accidents in the
capital in 1993 and some 300
persons were killed in these
incidents.

As per the Motor Vehicles
Act of 1983, a brand new mo-
Llor vehicles needs no fitness
certificate for the first [ive
vears of its operation but a re-
contditioned car is given fitness
certificate for one year and is
subject Lo renewal every year.

From Page 1

The Election Commission
is determined 10 prepare a
correct and Hawless voter list.”
he asserted. _

* The CEC said thatl in the
past electoral rolls were pre-
-pared without registering each
and every voter. giving rise to
many questions from many
quarters aboutl the correctness
of those rolls.

Many had raised questions
even about the voter lists on
the basis ol which the historic
1991 eleciions — the fairest in
the country’s historv — were
held.

The EC. he said. had thor-

1 oughly examined the nature of

and the reasons for errors in
the previous lists to ensure
that a correct and fool-proof
list could be used for the next
elections. he said.

In light of previous Experi—
ence and extensive examimna-
tion, the EC has resolved that
each voter needs to be regis-
tered independently. There-
fore. an act was framed on De-
cemnber 13 last in this respect,
he said. |

Justiee Sadeque said enu-
merators, with three separate
forms, Would collect informa-
tion from@ach voter,

On 1. their supervi-
SOTS “Knock at every door

cullatt and verify the infor-
‘Patmn gathered.

The final list will be pub-
lished on Auguat !l thEﬂEE
said.

‘A 4,06760- strung wnrk-
force has been deployed to ac-
complish the tic task.

Justice que said the

EC h# en some spe-
s’::ial res tﬂ ensure the
aiﬁn of a corpeet Hli
lhe stipulated

iling the steps
n would be enhstad asa

.-hh’:l‘ Fur one time for a single

voting area. Anyone who' gives
[aiac antu'mormﬂ information

regisiration process
unished with six
]l or a fine of Tk

wi]l

In each union in the rural
areas and every ward in the
municipal areas, one Assistant
Registration Officer has been
appointed. Besides, one data
collector and ]
ficer has been appointed for
every 200 voters and & super-
visor appointed for every four
data collectors and ldenuﬂm-
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identification of-

On an average, some 14,000
new vehicles across the coun-
try are getting registered with
the BRTA annually and almost
half of the total new automo-
biles are adding to the existing
fleet in the capital. BRTA offi-
cials said.

While traffic police officials
blame the BRTA for
'indiscriminate issuance of fit-
ness certificates and driving
licences,’ BRTA sources made
counter-allegations of
'negligence and malpractice by
traffic police in enforcing traf-
fic rules and checking the de-
fective vehicles.’

Experts say the current
system of detecting defective
motor vehicles is inadequale
since the inspectors are not
equipped with modern in-
struments. A BRTA official ad-
mitted the lapses in inspection
and attrihutcd those to 'human
errors’.

The BRTA atithorities are

'Registration of voters

The CEC urged the officials
and employees engaged in the
preparation of voter lists to be
honest in their work. and
warned of stringent legal ac-
tion against those found negli-
gent in their duties.

He said coordination com-
mittees headed by the Divi-
sional Commissioner, Deputy
Commissioner and Thana Nir-
bahi Officer had been formed
at the respective levels for
proper coordination of the
work.

One of the significant fea-
tures of voter enrollment this
time, said the CEC, will be the
preparation ol volers identity
cards on the basis of data-
based information.

Although the responsibility
of preparing the voter list lies
with the Election Commission.
it is not possible for the EC
alone to accomplish the task.
the CEC said. ~

He wurged leaders and
workers of all political parties
to extend their sincere coop-
eration in the preparation of
voter list within the scheduled
time,

.The CEC also urged the
voters to exafiiine the draft
voter lists, to be published on
June 25, and see whether
their names have been prop-
erly enlisted.

Justice Sadeque reminded

~ that it is the responsibility of

all citizens to help prepare a
correct votéer list. _

Under Section 9 of the
Voter List Ordinance, a citizen
can be registered as a voter
from only one particular
place. A voter would be con-
sidered an inhabitant of the lo-
cality where he or she usually

However, if somebody wants
to be a voter in his permanent
address instead of his present
place of job or residence, he or
she may apply in prescribed
form to the Election Commis-
sion within the stipulated
time.

The concerned wvoter will
put his signature or thump
impression only after becom-
ing sure of that the informa-
tion written in the prescribed
ferms by the enumerators are
correct:

14 hurt as BNP, JP
clash in Khulna

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, May 24: At least
14 persons were Injured,
seven of them seriously, in a
clash between activisté of the
BNP and Jatiya Party at the
Atra Industrial area this
evening over possession of a
piece of land adjacent to the
Eastern Jute Mills.

implementing a project to im-
prove the scrutiny of laulty mo-
torcars. Under the project, five
niodern inspection centres
would be set up — two in the
capital and one each at Chit-
tagong. Khulna and Rajshahi.
BRTA official hope the exami-
nation of defective automobiles
would largely improve with the
completion of the Taka 39
crore ADB-lunded project in
fiscal 1997 98,

Experts also say that the
penalty given for violation ol
traffic laws is not inadequate.

Meanwhile. two separate
recommendations by the BRTA
amed the DMP [Tralfic) lor en-
hancing the maximum fine for
vehicles emitting black smoke
are now awaiting government
approval. The BRTA has sug-
gested that the fine limit be
increased to Taka 3,000 while
the DMP wants it to be Taka
5000 instead of Taka 200 now.

AL candidate
wins KCC
by-election

KHULNA, May 24: Awami
League candidate Taslimuddin
Khan Babul has been elected
commissioner of Khulna City
Corporation (KCC} from Ward
No 15 defeating his rival Abdur
Rahman of BNP in the by-elec-
tion held today.

The seat fell vacant follow-
img Lhe killing of Moslemuddin
Khan by unknown assailants on
February 25 last.

- The deceased was the elder
brother of Taslimuddin Khan.

Khan has polled 3503 votes
and his rival 1254 votes,

The BNP candidate has suf-
lered defeal for the second
timne from the same ward.

Paksey bridge

Froum Page 1

Under the programine. each
student will set 15 kg ol wheat
every mouth subject Lo maxi-
mum of 20 kg wheal per fam-
ily. A total of 2.08 meiric tons
of wheat will be required for
the programme Lhis year.

*  The meeting also approved
two poverty alleviation-cum-
self-emiplovyment projects’ for
rural vouths and poor women
al a cost of Taka 125 crore.
The flauiily-wise self-employ-
ment projeet to be undertaken
by the Youth Ministry aimed o
providing credit to three lakh
yvouths of 60,000 families of 50
thanas at a cost of Taka 95
Crore,

Taka 25 crore credit will be
disbursed under the pro-
gramme this vear which is
scheduled o be completed by
February 1999.

The integrated rural women
development project to be un-
dertaken by the Bangladesh
Rural Development Board
(BRDB) is aimed at providing
credit to the tune ol Taka
2000-5000 to one lakh women
ul 100 selected thanas at a
cost of Taka 30 crore. The
credit programme is expected
to be completed by the year
2000.

The ECNEC also approved
the construction of the re-
maining works of the eight
stadiums at Munshiganj,
Noakhali, Brahmanbaria, Sher-
pur, Pirojpur, Sirajgonj,
Netrokona and Narshingdi dis-
tricts at a cost of Taka 20
crore. The meeting also ap-
proved Narayangonj stadiums
construction special project at
a cost of Taka 20 crore.

The meeting also gave a go
ahead signal to set up four nu-
clear medicine centre al
Comilla. Faridpur. Bogra and
Salimullah Medical College at a
cost of Taka 29 crore includ-
ing foreign exchange compo-
nent of Taka 19 crore.

Bangladesh-China Joint Eco-
nomic Commission (JEC) be-
gan in the city yesierday
siressing the need for further
widening the existing bilateral
economic and trade ties be-
tween the two countries, re-
ports BSS.

The visiting Chinese Vice-
Minister for Foreign Trade and
Economic Cooperation Madam
Li Gouhua and Secretary of the
Economic Relations Division
(ERD), Lutfullahil Majid. led
the respective sides at the
plenary session of the JEC
meeting held at the confer-
ence room of the NEC building
at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar.

The three-day meeting will,
among other things, review
the progress of the implemen-
tation of the decisions taken at
the last meeting of the JEC
held in Befjing in 1992 regard-
ing bilateral cooperation in
economic, trade. scientific and
technological fields.

it will also consider Chinese
assistance for future infrastruc-
ture projects, identify mea-
sures for promotion of bal-
anced bilateral trade and dis-
cuss problems relating to im-
plementation of the shipping
and air link agreements for
nmirablt settlement. officials

Confceonﬂoodcontuﬂ
begins in city today

Inaugurating the meeting.
ERD Secrvetary Lutfullahil Ma-

jid e the hope that
JEC would work out
the details for further

strengthening the bilateral
irade and economic coopera-
thom.

He lauded the government
of the people’'s republic of
China for extending economic
cooperation in the socio-eco-
nomic development endeavour
of Bangladesh .

Majid proposed the signing
of agreements on “elimination
of double taxation” and the
"encouragement and recipro-
cal protection of investment™
between the two countries and
narrowing down of the trade
gap which is now in favour of
China.

Reciprocating, Madam Li
took note of the growing eco-
nomic and trade ties between
the two countries and called
for further diversification of
trade between Dhaka and Bei-
jing.

She gave the assurance that
steps would be taken for nar-
rowing down the existing

' trade gap

The volunie of trade be
tween Banglivesh and China in
1994 stood ot 387 million US
dollars.

By Staff Correspondent

A joint US-Bangladesh con-
ference on "Comparative Eval-
uation of Flood Control Ap-

proaches for Bangladesh and.

the Mississippi River Basin”
begins in the city today. says a
USIS press release.

Funded by the US National
Science Foundation, the three-
day conference will be organ-
ised by the Bangladesh Envi-
ronmental and Flood Commit-
lee in America and the Insti-

tute ol Flood Control and
Drainage Research of 1he
Entrepreneurs
From Page 1|
Kore:a. signed one on setting

Lp ol a cement lactory.

'wo olhers are Dbetween
Crbil Group ol Bangladesh and
Furuta Shozi Co. Lid, Japan, on
a lextide mills. and between
Unique Group of Companies,
Bangladesh, and Taihung Paper
Mfg. Lid. South Knrca on a
paper mill.

The follow up action of
those two invesiment forums
was revealed at a meeting of
the ESCAP officials and the lo-
cal entrepreneurs held at BCIC
Bhaban yesterday. The Ban-
gladesh Chamber of Indusiries
(BCI) arranged the meeting,

Another MOU between Or-
bit Group of Bangladesh and
Yamagia International Group of
Japan regarding shoe manufac-
turing is expected to be signed
next month, the meeting was
informed. '

During the
Dhakal,
cer. ESCAP.
Expert on Investment Promo-
tion, ESCAP, met with the
participants of last year's in-
vestment forums.

Dhakal told the meeting
that a two-day National Work-
shop on "How to Altract
Japanese Investment In
Bangladesh' will be jointly or-
ganised by the ESCAP and
JETRO in Dhaka sometime in
November where Bangladeshi
prospective entrepreneurs and
the existing Japanese investors
in Bangladesh will participate.

KM Hara., JETRO represen-
tative, said there was a big
communication gap between

meeting, BP

- the two countries. "I the gap

is overcome, then Bangladesh
could be targeted as an in-
vestment area by major
Japanese companies,” he said.

The BCI, on its part, for-
warded some syggestions to
boost joint ventures between
the countries concerned, in-
cluding constituting a coordi-
nation committee comprising
Miniutry of Industries and the

Arson in Sylhet

village

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, May 24: Four
women were injured and valu-
ables worth Taka two lakh
barnt when a group of people
set fire to three dwelling
houses at village Mobarakpur
under Balagan] thana this
morning.

A mob numbering about
fifty attacked the house of one
Nasir Ali and set his home-
stead on fire. They also beat up
the femnale inmates.

Extortionists

fire shots

By Staff Correspondent
A group of gangsters
terday fired shots at the
Medical College (DMCH) cam-
pus after being denied protec-
tion money by a coniractor.
However, no injuries were

reported.

Economic Affairs Offi- .
and K Hauhara.

‘motor-launch in

Baugladesh University of Engl-
necring and Technology
IBLLET].
One of the major propusals
for flood alleviation in
consists of a pro-
to build embankments.
The function of similar em-
bankments in the Mississippi
flood of 1993 has renewed
thinking about the costs and
benefits of such a structural
approach, and according to the
organisers, it will be worth-
while to see if these new ideas

are relevant to Bangadﬂh

Housewife jailed
for murder

SIRAJGANJ., May 24: A
middle-aged housewife was
sentenced Lo life term in jail in
a murder case today, reports
UNB.

The District and Sessions
Judge Sri Dipraman Sarker
also fined the accused.
Mistibibi. Tk 5.000, in default,
1o suller three months more
imprisoiunent.

According to prosecution.
Mislibibi poisoned to death
lier brother-in-law's son. Za-
hirud Islam, 17, on June, 4.

LSO ).

The jiidege alfter examining
the «.vwlince and wilnesses
puni-iied Lhe accused today.

Hasina
From Page 1
party's siatement regarding

the treaty. lHasina said the BNP
wis maintaining a double stan-
dard on the issue. "The BNP.
like its predecessor, ealls il
(the treaty) a friendship treaty

in Parliament but térms it an

accord of slavery at public ral-
lies," she added.

"Cancel it right now. if you
consider it a slavery accord.
Don't mislead the people by
making contradictory state-
ments,” Hasina asked the gov-
ernment.

Referring to BNP's accusa-
tion that® Awami League was
India’'s agent, Hasina said
"People have seen how India
has occupied Bangladesh by
expanding its market in this
country during BNP's rule~In-
dian goods are being smuggled
into the country on a large
scale. People have now under-
stood who are the agents of
India."

Besides, she added, the
Prime Minister had already
sold out the country to India by

‘signing an accord, contrary to

national interests, with her
Indian counterpart. She, how-
ever. did not explain.

Robbery bid on

motor-launch

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. May 24:
Police foiled a robbery bid on a
the river
Buriganga yesterday and
nabbed five dacoits with their

Officials said that the rob-
bers were arrested with the
help of the villagers of Char

r who gave a hot chase
to the feeing bandits and
managed to them.

They said the launch, the
ML Haridia. sailed for Dohori
in Munshiganj district from
the Sadarghat launch terminal
in Dhaka with some 300 pas-
SENEETS.

The dacoits, posing as pas-
sengers, started looting the
belongings of the passengers
once the vessel approached
Fatullah.

A case has been filed with
Fatullah police.

| BGMEA to reopen talks

i

DHAKA THURSDAY,

WASHINGTON,. May 24: lsrael and Syria have reached a

framework understanding on security arrangements and their
military experts will hold talks on the issue in Washington
before the end of June, US Secretary of State Warren
Christopher announced today. reports Reuter.

child labousr.
Ahmed

Talking to members of
Economic Reporters Forum al
his office. the BGMEA chiel
said he did not receive any let-
ter from the CLC. but managed
o get o copy ol ‘the same lo-
cally an semt a reply explain-
ing his assaciation's stand.

He also explained why the
manufacturers in an extra-or-
dinary general meeting on May
17 voted out the drafted MOU.
Majority of the BGMEA miem-
bers rejected the draft as mone
of the parties involved in the
negotiation could give assur-
ance that the importers would
buy garments after signing of
Lhe MOU.

The BGMEA President said
he got indications that im-

poriers are not ready to accept
Hangladesh's garments if pro-

 tluced with child labour irre-

spective of any agreement that
thhe children would be pro-

vided with education.

Govt welcomes
From Page 1

prepare a composile pro-
gramme for the overall welfare
of those child workers Lo be
rewrenched [rom the industry.

It also decided that BGMEA
woilld continue discussions for
an understanding on this issue
wilh the US ambassador in
Bangladesh, concerned agen-
ctes of the United Nations and
other international organisa-
tions.

The organisations now en-
gaged in propagating against
the use ol Bangladesh made
garments have been requested
lo refrain from such activities,

The meeting was attended
by BGMEA pres it Redawan
Ahmed MP, Labour and Man-
power Secretary Dr. Harun-ur-
Rashid, Social Welfare Secre-
tary Md. Abdul Hannan,
Women and Children Affairs
Secretary Matiur Rahman, Ad-
ditional Secretary. Minisiry of
Foreign Alfairs and Chairman,
Export Promotion Bureau.

Kuldlp

From Page 1

Barrister Kaiser Murshed of
BIISS termed Lhe water prob-
lem in the Ganges basin as a
problem of food.

"We are closely living with
spectre of a famine. It is haunt-
ing the Ganges basin."” he said
stressing the need for ensur-
ing food security in Southeast
Asia of which water is -one of
the main ingredients.

World Bank expert Syed

Rana pointed out that
Bangladesh has no control over
the availability and non-avail-
ability of water. He focussed on
various aspects of water man-
agement which can be handled
within and outside the country.

Speaking on the Farakka
problem, water expert Amjad
Hossain Khan blamed India for
deviating from its agreement
and neglecting the issue which
is a 'life and death' gquestion for
the people of Bangladesh.

Noted " journalist Sadeq
Khan alleged that India is fol-
lowing a water policy whieh is
detrimental to the environ-
ment linked with the river sys-
tem of the region.

Khurshida Khandkar, envi-
ronmentalist Dr Ansarul
Karim, wild life specialisti Dr
Zakir Hossain and publisher of
the book Habibur Rahman also
highlighted the adverse effects
of the Farakka Barrage on the
environment of Bangladesh.
particularly pisciculture, agri-
culture, fore and wildlife.

The discussion followed the
screening of a documentary on
“The Ganges: A Dying River.”
inter-relating man and nature,
by Nazieen Azim.

Nazrul

From Page 1
gramme begins today at Dari-
rampur where to poet spent
his bovhood.

LGRD Minister Barrister
Abdus Salam Talukdar will in-
augurate the p

The inaugural func-uun will
be attended by Deputy Minis-
ter Serajul Hug and Whip Ab-
dul Karim.

State Minister for Estab-
lishment, Barrister Aminul
Huq will be chief guest at the
inaugural function Friday.

Vice Chancellor of the
Agricultural University, Dr
Shah Mohammad Faruq will be
the special guest,

The concluding function on
May 27 will be attended by
Jute Minister Brig Hannan
Shah. State Minister for Indus
tries Lutfar Rahman Khan and
Dhaka Divisional Commissioner
Nuruzzaman will be special

guests
A commitiee, headed by
the Deputy Commissioner,

Mymensingh. Enamul Huq, has
been formed to organise and

conduct the programmes.

- 13 critically,

He informed that some
50.000 child workers had al-
ready been retremched from
the country's over 2,100 fae-
lories and the remaining
7.000 will be dismissed within
the deadline.

Terming employment of
children in garment units as |
totally humanitarian’. he said
the importers are not buying
products of those facteories
having child workers. An Euro-
pean buyer. C&A, cancelled
order worth 15 million US
dollar following a AAFLI cam-

hild mlhﬂ
€ in its garment in-
dustry. :

Describing the campaign as
malicieus and

dustry for experiment to re-
alise designs of certain vested
quarters.

T'm not blaming the Amer-
ican government. but a few
groups with vested interest are
doing this", the BGMEA chief
said. declining to name any or-
ganisation or country.

Responding to a query. he
said, the manufacturers are
ready to extend support to any
initiative by international or-
ganisations or the US Embassy
in Dhaka for sc and re-
habilitation programme for the
reirenched children.

"But the owners cannot tol-
erafe any interference by any
non-governmental organisa-
tion. We cannot agree with
their prescription because as
an independenl nation we have
our own bodies,” he asserted.

4 killed, 50 hurt
in road accident

PABNA. May 24: Four peo-
ple were killed and 50 injured.
after two coaches
collided on the Pabna-Bogra
highway and both skidded off
the road tonight. reports UNB.

Police and witnesses said
the accident occurred when
the two Dhaka-bound buses —
Royal Travel and Khaleg Travel
— from Dinajpur dashed each
other and fell into roadside
ditch at Shalika in Bera thana
at 10:30 pm.

Abdul Malek, 70, of Murad-
pur in Mithapukur thana of
Rangpur died on the spot
while Abu Taleb, 30, of Pirganj
in Rangpur, Elahi Bux, 47. of
Hakimpur, Dinajpur, and
Shamsuddin Mia, 45 of Sen-
para in Rangpur died on way to
Pangu Hospital in Dhaka. po-
lice said.

All the bodies were kept at
Bera thana.

Thirtynine of the injured
were admitted to Bera Thana
Health Complex, 13 in critical
condition, while 11 others
were released after first aid.

Jamuna devours

vast char area

SIRAJGANJ. May 24: The
river Jamuna has devoured a
vast tract of char-land, includ-
ing some agricultural land,
with the rise of its water-level
by 23 cm during the last 24
hours ending 9 am today, offi-
cial sources here said, reports

PM: ROK visit
Froin Page 1

Besides, a 46-member team
of top businessmen and indus-
trialists and a six-member me-
dia team including five editors
will accompany the Prime
Minister to take the opportu-
nity of making direct centacts
with the investors of the sec-
ond biggest economic power
in Asia after Japan.

In Seoul. Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia will hold
meeting with President Kim
Young Sam, covering the en-
tire gamut of bilateral relations
as well as regional and inter-

national issues of common
concern.

Possible new avenues for in-
vestment in Bangladesh and

expansion of trade are likely to
ligure prominently in the dis-
cussion,

The summit will be fol-
lowed by signing of an agree-
ment on Science and Technol-
ogy cooperation. The f[oreign
ministers of the two countries
will initial the accord.

In the Korean capital, Be-
gum Zia will inaugurate a sem-
inar on ‘lnvestment in
Bangladesh' which will be at-
tended by leading businessmen
and industrialists from the two
countries.

The Bangladesh Prime
Minister will attend a recep-
tion to be hosted in her
honour by four Korean eco-
nomic organisations.

Heads of seven Korean
business conglomerates will
call on the Bangladesh Prime
Minister. They are chairmen of
Kabol Group. Hyundai. Daewoo.
Samsung. Saang Yong. Lucky
Gold Star and Youngone Cor
poration



