A police sergeant will stand

sold a human heart and three
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A fumil}' is ﬂeuwd amld the ruins AII' the dentmyed lnlam:c
shrine Monday in northern Kashmiri town of Charar-e-
Sharief. Kashmiris have been fighting Indian security

forces for the last six years. — AFP/UNB photo
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Ex British PM Wilson dead: rome
British Prime Minister Harold Wilson died peacefully in his
sleep yesterday at the age of 79, Lady Wilson said, Reuter
reports from Reuter.

Wilson led Britain's Labour Party between 1963 and 1976,
for nearly eight of those years as prime minister. He was the
last man to lead the Labour Party to a general election victory.
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China exBlosmn kills 12: 1weive peopie
were killéd and serfously injured in a blast at a small
explosives factory in a central Chinese village earlier this
month, the Beijing vouth daily reported yesterday. AFP says
from Beijing.

Dozens of houses in Daguan, Henan province, were de-
stroyed in the May 18 explosion and many of the victims were
buried in the stone debris. the newspaper reported. The fac-
tory had stocked more than one tonnes of explosives, the re-
port said. without elaborating.

Bus mmhagdclanns 15 in India:
Fifteen people were k and 25 when a bus plunged
mammmmtmmmmmmﬁmm
Pradesh on Tuesday. the Press Trust of India reported, A.F'F
says from New Delhi.

T'hrdrtmand conductor were among those killed when
the bus fell into a 500-foot {150-meter) gorge near the Hi-
machal Pradesh resort of ‘Shimia, tlmmnngtncynald.

LTTE kills 2 mmgce commandos:

Tamil Tiger guerillas a civilian bus in eastern Sri
Lanka yesterday. killing two police commandos and three
women passengers, the military said. AFP reports from

Gunmen from the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
fired at the bus carrying about 30 passengers, of whom five
were commandos from the police Special Task Force (STF) in
the Batticaloa district. a military statement said. '

Russian envoy visits Beﬂ %

Russian peace envoy Alexander Zotov visit

yesterday to take over failed US attempts to persuade Serbia

President Slobodam Milosevic to ise Bosnia In

exchange for the easing of sanctions. Reuter reports from
Moscow announced the trip by its chief Yugoslavia negotia-

tor after talks with United States envoy Robert Frasuge

foundered, on Milosevie's insistence sanctions be lifted, not

just suspended.

US envoy cancels Kashmir trip:

The US ambussador w ludia Las cancelied o vip w Kashuur

A Nare-up of protesis in the Uouuled Hinuulayan

region but Brilain's op cavey hopes to go Lhere soon.
said on Tuesday, Reurer repusis from New Delhi.

US Ambassador Frank Wisner had planned to be Lhe high-

est ranking American official w travel 10 Kashmir since a sep-

aratist revolt erupted five years ago.

maids return from KSA:
The ne government is home every meonth
hundreds of maids complaining of abuse from empiloyers in

Saudi Arabia and it repatriated 4.370 last year, dipldmats in
the Gull have disclosed. AFP reports from Abu Dhabi.

With another | 000 maids flown home from Kuwait and
other prolessionals would be “less vulnerable” to mistreat-
ment . -trﬂrding to several diplomats who requested

Elrthqnnke rochTokyo: A moderate

earthguake registering a preliminary magnitude of 4.0 rocked
northern Hokkaido. Japan's northernmost main island,
Wednesday. the Central Meteorological Agency said. AP
reports from Tokyo.

There were no immediate reports of injuries or damage

Sergeanttdface
trial in SA

JOHANNESBURG. May 24: YANGON. May 24: US au-

thorities rying o plug the

trial In July on ¢ of | pipeline that supplies America
selling human organs with 70 per cent of its heroin
city mortuary, reports AF. are debating whether to give

Sgl. Tjaart Schutte allegedly | Myanmar money to fight drug

trafficking. reporis AP.

The United Stiates now
supplies no such aid. insisting
that Myanmar first put a stop
o human rights violations and
adopt democratic reforms.

Deputy U'S Assistant Secre-

prosecutors said Tuesday. He | tanwol State Thomas Hubbard
allegedly sold the heart and said recently that any direct
galistones for a total of 3.500 US aid e the Southeast Asian
rand (just under dirs 1.000). Nation's ruling junta would

'm Iw e "!fﬂllf *’Ei!imi]fr oy A resirTee
some Irldill-nl;ﬂ l;:fe: that seized power by overtum-

ing democrartic elections and

BRIEFLY

International

concern Washmgl:on

WASHINGTON, May 24: In-
dian and US representatives
praised expansion of their re-
lations Tuesday. But Secretary
of State Warren Christopher
denounced lran, India's close

neighbour, as a fomenter of '

terrorism and underminer of
Middle East peace, reporis AP.
Welcoming India's external
affairs minister to the State
nt. Chri said,
"l certainly intend to discuss
with the minister . . . the con-
cern that we have I'ur Iran as
perhaps the major proponent
ol state-sponsored terrorism,
the fact that we . . . believe
they are conducting a nuclear
programme. and that they're
undermining the Middle East
peace process.”
Indian Minister Pranab

Mukherjee said "the expansion
of Indo-US relations in the last

GROZNY, May 24: Russian
forces using artillery and war-
planes launched a major oflen-
sive against rebel positions in
southern Chechnya - on
Wednesday on the eve of
plaimed peace talks, Russian
news agencies reported, says
“To Julfill the operation. we
shall use all awvailable [orces
and means.” said the local
Russian Commander, Lt. Gen.
Mikhail Yegorov. in an inter-
view with the Interfax News

"We shall move slowly but
surely. trying to reduce to a
minimum the casualties among
personnel and the civilian
population.” he said.

The ITAR-Tass news
agency said [lederal forces
launched air and artillery at-

tacks against rebels Wednesday

. year has been remarkable.” In

other appearances during the
day he said India has achieved
a post-Cold War thaw in rela-
tions with America while pre
serving traditionally close tieu
with lran and Russia.

Christopher said the US-
India "relationship is broaden-
ing in many respects . . . We're
having a deeper security rela-
tionship than we have had in
the past . . . The overall rela-
tionship is strong. and | hope
will grow stronger.”

A US official. talking on

condition of anonymity. con- .

firmed that during their hour
of talks followed by lunch,
Christopher voiced US con-
cern about Iranian nuclear
ambition and support for ter-

rorism. He also discussed co-

operation with India on global
and regional isﬂues in the

morning in t(he southern.
southeastern and western
parts of Chechnya.

The fighting did not bode
well for peace talks scheduled
for Thursday™ woiging  in
Gruzny. the ruined Chechen
capital now held bv the Rus-
sians.

The 1alks are sponsured by
the Organisation for Security
and Cooperation in Europe,
which has asked for a cease-
fire starting at midnight (2000
GMT) Thursday. .

The head of the organiza-
tion's Chechnya mission, San-
dor Meszaros, said invitations
had been atcepied by Russian
authorities. Russian-backed
provisional government of
Chechnya and rebel President
Dzhokhar Dudayev.

It was unclear, however,
who would represent the war-

United Nations and elsewhere.
answering ques-

. Earlier,
tions at a news conference,
Mukherjee called "absolutely
baseless” reports that India or
Indian . firms helped Iran de-
velop chemical wea

"We have an old rdauun-
ship. alse good cooperation
with Iran.,” whose president.
Hashemi Ralsanjani, visited
India last month. Mukherjee
said he did not consider that
Indian relation with Iran stand

in the way of good relations

with the United States. He said
that Iran is an important
member of the Organisation of
the Islamic Conference, and all
of its members are develaping

~ relations with India.

The United States under-
stands that "India needs to
have a relationship with a

neighbour country like Iran” .

while still concerned that it
not hKelp Iran in ways that sup-
port terrorism or nuclear de-
velopment, the US official said.

“We have successfully re-

structured our relations with
Russia, managing to preserve

the essentials of our past co-
operation arrangements with
the erstwhile Soviet Union;”
Mukherjee said.

"We have had cooperation -

and close consultations on a
wide range of international is-
sues including UN peacekeep-
ing. The process s gathering
momentum with trade and in-
vestment in the lead.”

The ministgr said India co-
operates with the United
States in negotiations for a
comprehensive’' nuclear test
ban and a cutoff in production
of fissile material while main-

taining its refusal to signNPT.
-

Russm launches offensive in
Chechnya ahead of talks

ring sides or whether they
would try Lo vbserve Lhe Lruce;

Dudayev was expected Lo
send a represeitative rather

than vaine to Giozoy lhiself
Frussiall oltivials fave issued an
arrest warrant lor the rebel

leader, and in the past have
ruled out personal negouations
with hin.

Despite the stepped-up
fighting. Meszaros said every-
thing was ready lor the talks,
including security measures

for those who attended. ITAR-
Tass reported.
He said mediators had

"concrete proposals’ to pre-
sent. but he did not elaborate,
Moscow seni (roops into
Chechnya on December 11 to
end Dudayev's three-vear in-
dependence drive in
soulhern republic.

US backs India's call for talks

with Pakistan on Kashmir

WASHINGTON, May 24: US
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher on Tuesday

Asked by reporters whether
Washington was still ready to

mediate, Christopher appeared

backed India's call for dialogue - : - to discount the possibility

with Pakistafi to resolve the
Kashmir dispute but said
Delhi's recipe of elections in
the region was not the whole
answer, reports Reuter,

The United States has in
the past offered to mediate in
the dispute — most recently
when President Bill Clinton
received Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Benazir Bhutto last month
— provided both countries
sought its help. -

Pakistan has done so but
India what it calls in-
ternationalisation of the con-
flict in the Himalayan region,
where more than 20,000 peo-
ple have died in a separatists
rebellion pitting armed mili-
tants against Indian security

forces. % and moral luEEl_'_t i

"We think it's a bilateral is-
sue between the two parties
and will be urging them to
meet togetheér to resolve it.
That is the best way to ap-
proach the problem.” he said
before talks with Indian Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee.

At a news conference ear-
lier, Mukherjee reiterated his
country's rejection of outside
mediation. "We do consider
this difference will be resolved
through bilateral dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan,” he
said.

India accuses Pakistan of
arming and training the
Kashmiri rebels. [slamabad
says it gives only diplomatic

Mukherj:e said India was
determined to press ahead
with elections, which Delhi
wants to hold in Jammu and
Kashmir state before mid-July,
whemr its constitutijonal man-
date to rule it directly expires.

A representalive govern-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir
will find ways (o resolve the
legitimate aspirations ol the
Kashmiris within the frame-
work of the Indian Constitu-
tion.” he said.

But C hnsmpher saild: "1 do
think that elections are impor-
tant. bul they're only one part
of the resolution of the overall
problem. He did not elaborate.

Christopher said he would
nol try to pressure anyone, but
he added: "] think that the im-
portant thing is o try lo be
positive. to see il dialogue be-
iween Pakistan and India can
produce a lavourable result.”

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat (R) and King Hussein of Jordan (L) talk te reporters upon
Arafat's arrival at Marka airport in Ammen Tuesday. Arafat is in Jordan for a two-day visit
to discuss with King Hussein the latest developments in the Middle East peace process,
including lsrael's suspension of the expropriation of mainly Arab land in East Jerusalem.

persec uliug s opponents.

But there are indications
this stance may change. given
the amount ol heroin
from Myanmar into the United
States. The results are vio-
lence. the spread of AIDS
overdose deaths among some
600.000 heroin addicts and
enrichment ol crime syndi-
cales

Proponents of anti-nar-
colics assisiance o Yangon
says (raining Mvanmar police.
sharing intelligence and pro-
viding funds and eguipment
such as helicopters and com-
munication gear would stem
some of the hernin ride.

While large-scale aid is not

'AId cut lds little to stop

loreseen,
sources expect at least training
assistance and more funds
chansieled to UN drug pro-
gramme in Myanmar this year

"Clearly if you are going to
deal with the heroin prnbltm
you have to engage Myanmar
said Dr. Lee Brown. direcior of
White House Office on Drug
Control policy and the Clinton
administration's top anti-drug
official

Another huge crop of about
2.500 of opium was harvested
in Myanmar late 1994 and
early this year. Refined into
heroin in remote laboratories.
the drug is trofficrked to North
America. Europe. Australia and

— AFP/UNB photo

Asian nations.

'As this latest avalanche of
white powder rolls into Amer-
ican cities. a new heroin strat-
egy is in the final stages of
formulation before being sent
to President Clinton.

American officials in South-
cast Asia say Brown's office,
the US Drug Enforcement
Administration and the section
of the US State Department
dealing with narcotics favour
more cooperation with Yangon.
Opposed to closer ties are the
State Department's human

rights officials and members of
the Hn-linﬂ'a"' Seririty e el
™ "ﬂ- T

scored -nmr gains, hnp{-r‘ at
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Vietnam builds
lighthouse 1n
Spratlys

HANOI, May 24: Vietnam
has built a new lighthouse in

the disputed Spratly Islands Lo
bolster its claim to the entire

said Weduesday, reports AP,

Worners braved foul
weather (o complete the light-
house last week on An Bang is-
land. about 600 kilometres
(370 niles} southeast of Viet-
nam in the South China Sea,
the Quan Doi Nhan Dan
(People's Army) reported. An

of the Spratlys chain. where
Vietnam and five other nations
have competing claims.

The announcementi came as
senior officials met for the

! third day in Brunei to discuss

regional security issues at a fo-
rum sponsored by the Assocla-
tion of Southeast Asian Na-
tions, which groups Thailand,
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia,
Brunei and the Philippines.
They' are expected to discuss
the Spratlys dispute.

New South Wales
intends to cut links
to British Monarchy

SYDNEY, May 24: One of
Britain's most loyal former
colonies, now the siate of new
South Wales, has declared its
intention to sever its 225-year
link (o the British Monarchy
by removing “God save the
queen” from its proclama-
tions and documents, reports
AFP.
- A pledge of loyalty to Aus-
tralia rather than an oath of
allegiance to Britain's Queen
Elizabeth will also be part of
the new regime under a bill to
be introduced soon in the state
parliament of New South
Wales, officials sald Wednesday.

it was announced for the
first time Tuesday by Republi-
can State Premier Bob Carr,
whose labour government won
office at a state election here
in March. -

Although his Conservative
Liberal Party opponent Peter
Collins is also a declared Re-
- publican, he sald Wednesday
he was opposed to the manner
in which the bill was an-
nounced by a government
which had no mandate for it.

Israel approves
building 6500 homes
in E Jerusalem

JERLISALEM, May 24; Is-
rael s e o !"rhl:il.wtl.'}' (111
Tuesday approved the con-
struction of 6,500 homes for
Jews in annexed East
Jerusalem. sald a ministry

spokesman, reports AFP.

The homes will be built on
|85 hectares of land (455
acres) expropriated in 1991
lor the new Jewish quarter
named Har Homa in the south
of the annexed part of the holy
city, the spokesman said. :

Bulldozers have already
started work and actual con
struction should begin in the
next six months.

The government's decision
on Monday to [reeze the con-

fiscation of a Turther 53
hectares [131 acres) of mainly
Palestinian lands in East

Jerusalem does not aflect the
Har Homa project. the

spokesman said

the same time to shed a poor
international image acquired
after the military's brutal sup-
pression of pro-democracy
demonstrators in 1988. They
are eager for foreign aid.

In a now (wo-year campaign
against Khun Sa. the Myanmar
Army has suffered hundreds of
dead while disrupting the op-
erations of an oplum warlord
wanted by the United States.
They have also started a UN-
hacked programme to substi-
tute opium with cash crops.

There have been “modest
signs of greater government
#Mort” in Mvonmar bl sinee
‘he miltary  fanta  seized

power. opium production has

| archipelago, an official report ~

{ Bang lies in the southern part

|
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UUS John Wayne Bobbit, who had his penis cut off by his
wife Lorena, poses with the "Hot d'Or" trophy which he
received for the film detailing his subsequent experience
Tuesday in Cannes. The ceremony of the "Hot d Or" took
place yesterday on the occasion of the International Film

Festival.

— AFP/UNB photo

Facts and lies of
Mugabe's secret

HARARE: Zimbabwe's President Robert Mugahe who is re-

ported to have secretly

married his formeér private secretary

- months after the death of his first wife, told journalists on
Tuesday to leave the issue alone "Because it is a very personal
affair and nebodyelse's business”, reports Reuter.

"Some of the things that have been published are facts and
some are lies," he said at a news conference, refusing to elab-

orale,

He was speaking on his refurn from a viﬂlt to the United
Slates Lo promoie investment in his -::nuntr_v,r

"For now. this is a very personal affair and nobodyelse's
business. When the time comes for a public prcsentatiun or
for a wedding you will get a big invitation card,” he said to a
reporter who asked him to comment on the press reports.

"Why should I? When you got your own woman, your own
wife, did you blow the horn to let the whole world know. Why
should | be an exception? |1 am entitled to some privacy, some
family life,” Mugabe said in a near confirmation of the reports.

Mugabe is also reported to have fathered two children with
Grace Marufu his former_ secretary, ]n:am before the death in

1992 of his. Ghanaian wife Saﬂy

Theydm*tkmwsnahw
blonde on stamp

LISBON: Those sultry eyes gaze from (:alcndarl in
Guatemalan gas stations and plastic lapel pins in Kenya, but
there are still a few places where they say "Who?" when you
ask about Marilyn Monroe, reporis AP.

One is the African island nation of Sao Tome and Principe
— home to the world's first Marilyn Monrow postage stamp.

Apparently. a lot of islanders are licking and sticking with
no idea who the smiling blonde on the [ront is.

The US. Post Office has yet to release its Marilyn stamp,
but this tiny Portuguese-speaking nation has issued nine dif-

" ferent stamps that commemorate the late actress's career,

said John Van Emdem of the International Collectors Society

in Baltimore, Maryland.

The brilliantly-colored Marilyn stamps are "a gesture of re-
spect to that grealt North American celebrity, as yet unknown
in our nation.” Sao Tome Postmaster General Antonio Cunha

sald Monday.

Saudi Prince mtlclm UsS

dual containment policy

WASHINGTON, May 24:
Saudi Arabia's Prince Khaled
Birr Sultan yesterday criticised
the LS dual contaimment pol-
jey toward lrag and Iran, re-
ports Xindwa,

The Iragl people are sulfer- «
ing a lot reun the US  contin-
ued sanctions against  lraq.
Prince Khaled told a meeting
al the ventre lor Strategic and
Intermational Studies in Wash-

inglon.

Khaled. who was former
commander of the Arab and
Muslim forces during the Gulfl
War, said the dual containment
policy "is not a sustainable
long-term policy,” urging the
United States to review the
policy.

He also sharply criticised
the Uniled States for support-
ing Israeli efforts to impose
peace on the Arab world, say-
ing the US support for Israel
on several sensitive issues in
recent months has not been
helpiful to the Middle East
peace process,

Khaled said during the de-
bate over indefinite extension

HR abuses in Myanmar'

soared, according to a 19856

an activist journal, a US gov-
ernment official using the

pseudonym Frank Mastersen
argued that US re on
Myanmar the cut-off

of narcotics aid. has had lttle
effect on the military's harsh
rule.

of the nuclear Non-Prolifera-

tion Treaty in the United Na-

tions. the US asked Arab na-

tions to sign the global accord

but allowet lsrael [0 remain
outsicle thie treary,

“Inmy view. lhe danger to-
dayv its that lIsracl - with
Alperican suppart = is seek-
ing Lo impose a solution on jits
neighbours and the Arab -
world that is unjust.” Khaled
said. |

The Arab world is ready to
“make an honourable peace
with Israel.” but not if it
means accepting Israel as “a

dominant plaver.” he noted.

“lsraeli nucledr weapons
and delivery sysiems (hreaten
the security of the entire re-
gion.” he added. "it gives .
them the ability to blackmail
its neighbours.”

AFP [rom London adds:
Iran's nuclear aspirations
could lead to a confrontation
with Israel, which sees itself as
the likely targei of any nuclear

weapon Tehran acquires,
Jane's Intelligence review
said Tuesday.

French medical,
food aid to Iraq
BAGHDAD, May 24: France
is to donate medical and food
aid to Iraq hit by almost five
years of crippling UN sanc-
tions for bidding trade and eil

sales, a senior (ragi official said
on Tuesday. .

Salah al-Mukhtar, head of a
government groups called the
Iraqi Association fer Fem
Friendship and Solidarity. t
AFP that a week-long vlilt to
Paris had been “fruitful and al-
lowed iraq to win medical and
food aid from France."

"It is a big step forward ﬁr.l-
tined 10 prepare the way for a
resumption of France-Iragi re-
lations,” Mukhtar said.



