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Human Rights on Hunfing
and Preservation of Wildlife

HE death of a river cau-
I ses an irreversible hu-
man and environmental
damage Lo Lthe areas through
which the river once f{lowed,
say river and water scientists.
It even affects the regional
eco-system, results in a drastic
fall of groundwater level and
salinity intrudes into the main-
land water bodies. they said.
Other related sectors, like
agriculture,
are affected
similarly. the scientist said
adding that the ultimate re-

‘sults are the aridity. desertifi-

cation and the los® of habitat.

Bangladesh's north and
ngrith-western parts are expe-
riencing such a devastation be-
cause of dehydrational impact
of thé river Ganges, known as
Lthe Padma in the country.

Most of the (ributaries of
the once mighty Padma are
now in their death throes.

"They will die soon unless
something is done immedi-
ately. There deaths are simply
a matter of time." said river
scientist Ainun Nishat "Gorai is
the worst aflected.

Choked up by sand dunes at
the poinlt where it takes off
from the Padma, the 175-
kilometer-long Gorai-is now
having its last hiccups because

* of acute shortage of water at its

sources.

by the Farakka Barr

At least 20 tributaries in-

cluding the Madhumati, the
Mathabhanga, the Kumar, the
Hisna, the Kali Ganga, Chhitra,
the Kajla. Bhairab, Kabatak,
Baral, Isamati. Karatoa, Atrai
and Mahananda are on the
death throes.

The Padma .itself has been
heavily silted up near the Gorai
take-off due to water diversion
age in the
Indian state of West Bengal.

The barrage. located some
19 km away from the Indo-
Bangladesh border. was com-
missioned in 1975 anhd since
then the water flow in the
Padma reduced by about 40
per cent. The two neighbour-

industry, lorestry.

ing countries reached an

agreement in 1977 which ex-

pired long ago. Since 1989

- there is no agreement between

two countries on Ganges water
sharing which is the most blis-
tering issue between the two
courntries,

Bangladesh recorded the
lowest 9,000 cusec of waler
flow in 1993 which at preseni
varies between 1,200 to 1,300

cusec il the dry season. Before
commissioning the Farakka
Barrage. Lhe water [low was be-
lween 65,000 cusec to 70,000

T cusec.

"I am an unfortunate man
that [ have to see the death of
a river.," said 75-year old Aslam
Hossain of Bheramara.

"What a mighty river it was,”
he said recalling "once the Go-
rai brought devastation to the
poor along its course.”

"The current of the river
was so swift and scary that we
used to think twice before
bathing or washing our cattle,”
said another elderly man.

River experts said that
shoal formation, rise in the
river bed and severe bank
erosion are the symptoms of a
dying river and all these are
visible in the Goral and some
other tributaries.

According to environment
scientist Aminul Islam, the di<
rection of the south-west mon-
soon has changed over
Bangladesh. ;

"Earlier monsoon rain usu-
ally began in June which now
starts ‘from August”, he said
adding "all the four geographi-

cal zones .are affected by

'Farakka impact.”
According to the Water De-

Student Er;vlronmen’rol

veldpment Board officials the
off-take of the Gorai has been
closed on December 15 last
which was usually closed dur-
ing January-February in the
previous years.

One would obviously feel sad
at the present condition of the
once mighty
take a troll on the dried river
bed near Hardinge bridge.

"People now can raise the
question of necessity of this
huge bridge.” said a bus driver
who used to drive more than a
kilometer on the river to catch
the ferry.

Now people can walk on the
riverbed along.its course until
Renwick's ghat which is about
four kilometres from the Gorai
off-take and nearer to Kustia
town.

WDB officials said that the
Ganges-Kobatak (G-K) Irriga-
tion Project failed to irrigate
an estimated 48,500 hectares
of dry cropland of high yield-
ing aus crop for the past two
successive season because of
the acute water crisis in the
river.

The project covers an

3.50.000 acres of arable land -

in Kustia, Meherpur,
Chuadanga, Jhenidah, Magura,
Jessore and Narail districts.

Padma when hr."

Hangladesh's environmen-
Lalists and water engineets say
that due to the Farakka, the
north and north-western parts
of the country are slowly being
desertified while south and
south-western region are get-
ting more and more salinised.

Water shortage and high
salinity is a recent phe-
nomenon ol the southern re-
gion. said Dr Ainun Nishat.

‘The people of Satkhira
now can produce salts which
indicate the percentage of
salinity in water in that re-
gion,” said Nishat.

Due to the high salinity in
the river Bhairab, the 48,000
Lon production-capacity
Khulna Newsprint Mills
{KNM) has to spent about Tk
two crore (500,000 US dollar
approx) every year for bringing
fresh water from 30 miles up-
stream.

Carrying of water by barges

cost the mills Tk 125 (3.12

usd) for every h::n of newsprint

it produces.

The mills require about 400

tons of water a day.

The salinity reached about
4.000 PPM which cause dam-

age to'the machineries.

Because of the salinity rise
in the soil the tops of the Sun-

A Dying Padma Causing Human Misery and Ecological Devastation

dari (Heritiera paludosa) trees
at the worlds largest man-
grove, are now dying.

About 17 per cent of the to-
tal sundari trees in the aquatic
forest have already fallen vic-
tim to the top-dying syn-
drome, said the officials of the
Ministry of Forestry

According to a recent study
conducied by the Forest De-
partment of Bangladesh and
the United Kingdom's Ower-
seas Development Agency
(ODAJ), the sundari trees are
now being replaced by Gewa
|Excoecaria aqallocha) trees
which are more tolerant of
higher soil and water salinities.

Any change in the forest
would destroy the ecological
balance as well as habitat of the
Sundarbans animals, a forest
department official said adding
lack of food would also turn
the Royal Bengal Tigers to
maneaters while mammals
would die and sharks and rep-
tiles would infest the changed
environmental situation.

Health officials of the
Khulna district said that the
people of the areas have devel-
oped acute diarrhoea because
of regular saline water con-
sumption. Salinised water is
the safe heaven for the diar-
rhoeal germs, the added.

The highest tolerance level
of salinity for drinking water in
the Khulna region is 500 mi-

cro-mhos to 2000 micro-
mhos, -
Renowned walter scientist

Amjad Hossain Khan said some
40 million people are directly
or indirectly affected because
of this water crisis.

He said during the past 10
years some 1,500 kilometers
of waterways lost its navigabil-
ity while some 600 shoals be-
came visible in different river.

The ground water level has
gone down to 30ft to 35ft
causing various types of
tubewells inoperative in
different areas.

"A change in the nature is
clearly notice in the areas.”
Khan said mentioning his re-
cent visit to Farakka affected
region.

"The crisis would multiply
and the situation would deteri-

orate day by day if we fail to get
the right share of Ganges wa- |

ter to increase the flow in the
Padma," he added.

[The article was prepared
under the JPanos fellowship
programme) :

VERY year we [ind
E articles in newspapers

and magarines blaming
hunters for destruction wild-
life, but no one comes lorward
with proper steps for
preservation of wildlife.
may
is enough. This is not true
since workable ways and
means to protect them from

They

poaching is necessary. Since
time immemorial hunters have

considered hunting a passion.
Therefore. along with our en-
deavor lor preservation of wil-
cllife

regulation is also needed so

that Bangladesh does not lag

behind other countries in the
elfort to protect the environ-
nent.

Wiith the advent ol winter,

every year migratory birds

make their arrival in different

countries including Bangla-
desh.

lo protect them? These are

indiscriminately humnded and
then sold to people who like to

eal exolic birds Did Bangla-
desh Wildlile Aviary Or-
ganization gather any stalistics

of the number of migratory

birds that arrive and depart
eVery season’

Had there been standard
rules and reserve areas for
there

hunting in our country.
would have been no such un-
restricted hunting

.ﬁu;,

the

think that writing about it

a workd standard hunting

But what have we done

lnti killinie

Tarequl Islam Munna

of birds and animals. In viola-
tion of the tax rules and regu-
lations and particular hunting
spois there exists constant
usurpation of lorest and poa-
ching of tigers and deer in the
Sundarbans. The officers-in-
charge have nothing to say ei-
ther. Have ithey been able to
accelerate natural breeding of
wildlife though their observa-
tion of the rules for hunting?
Could they increase the num-
ber of animmals? On the con-
trary. many of them have re-
sorted to dishonest practices
and have helped the hunters
poach wildlife and usurp the
forestry. Ultimately this care-
lessness may lead to the ex-
tinction of wildlife in Bang-
ladesh.

Major improvemenits in var
ious existing rules and regula-
Uonis Is necessary (o ensure
salely of wildlife and its neces-
sary increment. To increase
breeding. we need to save the
rain forests, reserve areas for
|[IIII!I? m.:. Htlm HHH

forests and marshy lands have

not yet been brought under
wildlife area.

There exists many anlm.lll
of different species in our 200,
but not all are found in our
forests: we can increase the
number of such species thro-

tigh « s hresding by brinoing

the variety from our zoo and
from abroad to a reserved area.
Elfort, therefore, in this re-
gard ought to be takem imn
order to increase the number
of animals which are gradually

emerging for preservation of
animals of rare species with
the passage of time. In order
to preserve them, of late,
France and Belgium have held
an international conference in
November last vear. Bangla-
desh must take proper steps

o in-crease rare bpu'lu

animals such as the w
Tigers.”

Every winter season a lot of
migratory birds are extin-
guished in Bangladesh due to
poaching with "Bird Catching
Nets” (Traps). Can't Bangla-
desh do something o stop this
bird business? In this case
Bangladesh wildlife organ-isa-
tions should take responsibility
with the help of the Govern-
ment. Wildlife is part-and par-
cel of an environment. It is
therefore, imperative on our
part to create more forests
with reserve areas enabling the
preservation and procreation
of various species which are
essential for our environment.

The Writer is an Hon. As-
soctate member of National
Wildlijc Federation, USA.
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Network Forming

by Al Gore

TUDEHTE around the
world are forming an
environmental science.
and education network that
brings together young people,
‘educators and scientists Lo
study and share information on
the global environment.
" The .Global Learnjng and
‘Observations to Benefit the
‘Environment (GLOBE) Pro-
grams involves students of all
‘ages (kindergarten through
12th grade in the United
States and equivalent ages in-
ternationally). These students
take regular sciéntific mea-
“surements at their schools and
-share their data via the inter-
national communications net-
work, the Internet. Every
GLOBE school in the world is
‘making the same core set of
‘environmental measurements.
Studenis report their data
ly to a central data pro-
‘cessing facility located
Boulder, Colorado, in the
‘United States. Student data is
“analyzed and combined with
other science sources to form
vivid global images for class-
“room study and for use by the
world scientific community.
Scientists from around the
| world selected the environ-
_mental measurements that
'GLOBE students make. These
same scientists are committed
to using GLOBE data in their
| own résearch. GLOBE students
make careful measurements of
_local environmental conditions
' such as temperature, precipi-
tation, water acidity, soil mois-
ture and plant growth.
. GLOBE is, by its nature, an
| international program, and I
have invited other natigns to
join. More than 100 have ex-
: interest in participat-
ing, and leaders of countries
, all over the world have told me
how excited they are to have
students in their schools ]nin

the GLOBE Program. | am ex-
tremely gratified and pleased
that as of the 25th Earth Day,
April 22 this year, about 20
nations have signed bilateral
eements to enter into the
GLOBE Program with us. .
Students at over 400 US
and international GLOBE
schools are beginning to offi-
cially report their environmen-
tal measurements during the
week pfeceding Earth Day.
Teachers at each of these
schools have been trained by a
team of leading scientists and
educators to guide GLOBE stu-
dents. The first International
GLOBE Training Workshop was
held in Prague, Czech Repub-
lic, the first week in April and

. was attended by teachers from

many nations.

One of the fundamental
goals of the GLOBE Program is
to enhance enyironmental
awareness on the part of stu-
dents everywhere. | believe il
is critically important for stu-

dents, their teachers and their.

parents to see that the global
environmment is part of their
own "backyard." In monitoring
their local environment and in
sharing their data with other
GLOBE students around the
world, young people will come
to understand that environ-
mental phenomena know no

Thrnugl; their participation

in the GLOBE Program, today's - :

children are actively contribut-
ing to the scientific under-
standing of the Earth's envi-
ronment while they are learn-
ing about it. As tomorrow's
adults, they are equipping
themselves with the knowl-

edge necessary to make wise

decisions in their
professional lives.

The author is Vice- Ffesidem
of t.hE United States.
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HAT is moye impor-
tant than cleaning up
the dirly environment

. &

- we are living in? Many say that

ways to alleviate poverty sho-
uld get top priority in a third
world country like ours, we
cannot afford luxuries like
thinking of ways to stop sea

. level rise or global warming.

While many would ltrnngl}r
oppose and debate that: “If we
can attack one of these issues
the other is automatically sol-
ved. I we develop our country
economically, people will ed-
ucate their following genera-
tion and most educated peo-

ple are enﬂrﬂnment can-
scious.” P

T

Al one point development
process, like industrialization,
urbanization do pollute envi-
ronment but that is for the

Santals Struggle to Retain their Indigenous Tradition

by Raffat Binte Rashid

ANTALS like all lndigc:rl—
S ous people have their

own culture, norms,
rites and festivals, religious
acts which they hold close to
their entire being. As they are
close to nature. all their annual
economic salety and prosperity
depend . exclusively on
agriculture. especially paddy
cultivation. their only source of
livelihood.

It is a whole way of lile to .

these Austro Asiatics class (as
described by Pater W,
Schmidt). To the Santals, the
annual revolution of the sea-
sons is defined by the cycle of
agricultural activities. They
are well aware thal a drought
or any destructive blight on
the crops means hunger while

a good harvest means prosper-
H}’. These material well being
ol a Santal life, is said, to be

1:l- =5
Rk
(! . &

puarded bv the
eXercise power over

course to them through magi-
cal or religious practices. Fol-

lowing these rites and prac-
tices they have a series of sea-
the
various stage of their agricul-

sonal festivals which mark

tural year.

Al in case they fail to per-

form one of their annual ritu-
als. their bongas would visit
the land with calami-

Lies Similarly they rejoice with

their spiru%
crop. =~

over a bumper
Besides all these

form of force. which we be-

lieved is strong enough to help
us or destroy us. For exainple,
mopuntains. lire. water also clay
Manosha

iclols ol Durda.. Kali.

bongas or
spirits. which are believed 1o
nature
and therefore Santals have re-

a_
sonal rather agricultural rNes
and festivals, we worship any

lall Hindu goddessos) are also
worshipped by the Santals. ex-
plains Denise Marandi while
informing about their many
festivals. Denise Marandi is a
student’in the journalism de-
partment ol Dhaka University
and alse General Secretary of
Santal Students Union.

* Many people still believe
that we eat red ants or rats as
food. vou will find them in
manv books as well but disap-
pointing to many it may be we
e¢ual no such ‘delicacies,” to be
precise,” he continues clarify-
ing many aspects ol his unex-
plained culture.

As they are environment
friendly. they depend on
herbal medicines and call for
their ojhas. medicine men who
also act as exorcists aiul divin-

crs. These medicine men dre

YOS fellowship programme.

This t=alure was wniten under the -

L1

respes Lol people who have
special rvtained sbongas
through whose aid the forces
of evil are countered. * They
not only give us herbs or

medicines made from snakes’

and other animals but also
helps us appease our bongas at
least thats what our ancestors
loved to believe, " Marandi ex-
plains.

“* These practices have
somewhat changed within our
society as other religion have
slowly started influencing our
way of life,” he says.As it Is
said that Santals according to
their traditions. have always
been wandering from one
place to another and it was
only natural that their reli-
gion, language or culture would
be influenced by the people
witli whom thev came into

e g

Searchmg for Environmental Solutions

time being only, countries can
chieck pollution as technology

_advances. In the long run there

is no contradiction between
development and environ-
ment-related issues,”’ says
Fahmida Akhter, a PhD stu-
dent of University of London.
Akhter is the only Bangladeshi
student. who has a major in
Masters on Environmental
Ecpgnomics. Her specialization
is Environmental Accounting
for Bangladesh.

.She never _thou ﬁhl of taking
-t

W{ Bui” while
“Wobking as a research associ-

ate for BIDS while in Dhaka,
her entire course of research
and education took a detour. "I
was on a project, FAP impact

" about. these problems,

assessment., and was working
with foreign consultants who
pointed out the importanee of
this subject here in Bangla-
desh.” she relates.
“Bangladesh is a country
where poverty, health haz-
ards, natural disasters are al-
most everyday issues. but noth-
ing much is being done as far
as academic research or im-
plementation Is concerned.”
This field of unexplored re-
search. is what she concen-
trate on after she returns
home with her degree.
The government knows
aca-
demicians are thinking about
themn but what actually is being
done in the fields? “Poverty

and environmental dtgradahm‘.l

are interrelated, for example,
with delorestation.

way out other than to do so.’
Akhter comments

Policiés should he more. in-
tegrated, workable, people
should be made conscious and
aware. Then only reducing en-
vironmental degradation is
possible, according to Akhter.
Akhter. who is also a free-
lancer working for BBC Bengali
Section on current affairs,
thinks that these are also in-
ternational political issues.
“Developed couniries

People
chop trees for money and foed,
they exhaust natural resources
by over grazing. excess fishing
but these poor people have no

blame

developing ones for using dirty
technology but they are the

- ones dumping waste in other

seas. Per capita energy con-

servation Is Irigher in USA than
in India or China. The interna-
tional bargain for these devel-
oping countries should be so-
bhisticated technology transfer
and asking for more financial
support,” she says.

Akhter, a determined envi-
ronmentalist has already pre-
senled papers at international
seminars in Norway, Amstler-
dam on sea level rise in
Bangladesh, sustainable devel-
opment in Bangladesh and
wants to continue work on
these issues.

“In the national income
roposal no one ever accounts
for the depletion of natural re-
sources, like forestry, fish-
eries, soil erosion, water pollu-
tion. If we account for these
depreciations then our GNP
would give a different figure,”
she expresses her other work

layoults.

"One to three meter sea
level rise Is predicted in
Bangladesh, if that one metre

rises them how many people

_would be affected: the costing

in one word, cost and
benefit of protecting Bangla-
desh from sea level rise;
sustainable development, re-
source degradation: policies
that we should be undertaken
all these hard hitting impeor
tant issues were her research

subjects —RK

for that,

conlact.

“Saimal religion has come
under the impact of Islam,
Hinduism, Christainity,
Marandi explains. Saying that
Islam practically had no effect
at all. Hinduism had great in-
fluence followed by Christain-
ity. * Contact with Christainity
took place at a time when the
Santals were economically des-
titute, faced with starvation
and overcome by the helpless-
ness of their situation, Where
ever the oppression of the
landlords and money-lenders
was mostly felt, the Santals
turned to the Christian mis-
sionaries who helped the down
trodden Santals., adds Pronoa
Besra. Assistant Secretary of
Santal Students Union also a
student of Dhaka University.

The Santal way of life, val-
ues aiwl norms had to be al-

}w-ﬂjwﬂ*‘#{u;ﬁ' THRER
S 'h* .,

tered and the attitudes, behav-
joral patterns and way of life of
the others had to be adopted
he says explaining the way he
has been brought up by Chris-
tian Santal parents.

A change in religion has
similarly brought about
changes In food habits, atti-
tudes to education, health and
sanitation. Santal Christian
women adoptéd to the use of
sarees, blouses and petticoats
while men went for wearing
pants and shirts inmstead of go-
ing for their traditional cleth
of wearing Panchi Parhat flion
clothes) These converts were
sending their children to
boarding schools and mission
aries and after which they be
came financially solvent
“These educated Santals were
following a wide range of o
cupations  which were un

kndwn to lh:lr forefathers,
says Santosh Soren.Accountant
ol Notre Dame College.

] was born a Santal
Christian and in the late fifties
a Padri visited our village and
asked our parents to enroll me
in a school,] remember only
two boys from our village went
to school that time and thats
how | am here today. | still be-
lieve that education would
solve many of our present
problems. 5till our main
source of income is agricul-
ture, we should have technical
or vocational training and it is
definitely time (o change
trades,” he says talking about
their social problems.

“ But these religious im-
pacts have also brought us far
away from our own tradition.
For instance drinking of our
intoxicating drink. Handi or

rice beer, which is second life
for us Santals is strictly
prohibited. Our traditional
social dances were regarded as
obscene. We have large
numbers of different dances
and songs according to special
seasons and festival The
converts did not play the
Santal traditional drums, in
cast they are templed 1o
dances. But we do want (o
retain and revive our
indigenous culture Besra
says to which Marandi agrees
For the Santals who wish to
enjoy the advantages of mod-
ern life while at the same time
retain their indigenous tradi
tion, striking a balance be-
tweeri the two is a great chal

lenge indeed
Few backgroumnd informa
tions were collected (rom

Tribal Religton by J Troasa



