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Les Ai!)ln d1€8: Former US Defence Secretary
Les Aspin d on Sunday evening after suffering a massive
stroke on Saturday. a hospital spokesman said. He was 56,
Reuter reports from Washington.

Michael Tabo, spokesman for Georgetown University
Hospital, said Aspin had been awake. lucid and speaking
when he was admitted on Saturday. but his condition
continued to deteriorate steadily despite intensive medical
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therapy. He died at 7-55 pm (2355 gmt) with several family

members present.

Governor of Punjab Eovinee dead:
The Governor of the Pakistani Province of Punjab, Chaudhry
Altaf Hussain, died late Sunday in the provincial capital,
Lahore, after suffering a heart attack, the official Associated
Press of Pakistan (APP) sakd. AFP reports from Islamabad.

An official spokesman said Hussain will be buried in his
home village Ladhar, Jehlym district, Punjab on Monday.
Provincial government offices will be closed Monday and,the

national flag will be lowered to half must on government

buildings in the province for the day.
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Iranian team in Iraq: an iranian poiitical
mission went to Baghdad Sunday for talks with Iraqi leaders
in the hope of normalising relations between the two
countries, Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati
revealed today. AFP reports from Tehran.

Velayati was quoted by Radio Tehran as saying. "the need
for ties between the two neighbours is felt more than ever
and we hope that the talks the Iranian d:legation has in
Baghdad could remove the obstacles to normalisation.
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2 ed down in Ph]lmpmes. An
elec official and his son who were killed Sunday by

unidentified gunmen in the latest violent incident related to
the May 8 national election, police said Monday. AP reports
fromi Manila. S

Conrado Concepcion. a municipal registrar, and his son
Mark Joseph. 24, were gunned down Sunday in front of their
house ih Mojon village about 32 kilometres (20 miles) north
of Manila. About 50 killings have been reported from May 7 to
9. The balloting was held May 8.
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US to allow Lee Teng's visit: ™
US administratjon will allow Taiwanese President Lee Teng-
Hui to pay a private visit 10 the United States in June, a

Taiwanese representative in Washington said Sunday. AFP
reports from Washington.

The move wulggtend a 16-year-old ban on visits from
leaders of Taiwan, and would certainly anger Beijing, which
consigers Taiwan a breakaway province. *
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Do Muoi to visit Australia, NZ:
Vietnam's highest-ranking Communist plans to visit former
wartime ‘enemies Australia and New Zealand this summer,
official media reported Monday, AP reports from Hanol.

' Party Secretary-General Do Muoi is scheduled to make the
unprecedented trip in late July and early August, the state-
run Vietnam News reported. |

NZ returns land to Maori tribe:

Members of the largest Maori tribe broke into a war like
dance of thanksgiving Moriday when they finally got back a
silver of the 480,000 hectares seized by British colonialists in
the 19th century. AP reports from Turangawaewae, Marae,
New Zealand.

‘The New Zealand government’s transfer to the Tainui tribe
represents only about three per cent of their lost land. But it
was the biccest chunk to be feturned Lo the counirv's

indigenous peuple as part ol a controversial 1 billion dollar
(700 million US dollars) government plan to end hundreds of
Maori land disputes dating back to colonial times.

-
New Sindh governor named:
Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto named a new
governor for her troubled province of Sindh on Sunday, the
state television said. Reuter reports from Islamabad.

. Senate (upper house) member Kamal Azfar, a member of
Bhutto's Pakistan People's Party (PPP). will replace elderly
non-partyman Mahmoud Haroon, who has resigned because of
ill health. the television said.
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Australian FM in Lanka: austaian
Foreign Minister Gareth Evans arrived in Colombo yesterday
as part of a tour of eight Indian Ocean states and was
expecied to renew his offer to mediate in the island's ethnic
conflict, AFP reports from Colombe.

During his one-day visit. Evans is expected to hold talks
with President Chandrika Kumaratunga. Foreign Minister
Lakhsman Kadir Gamar and Justice and Constitutional Affairs
Minister G L Peiris. diplomats said.
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Sarq!evo amhbmhoabhsts UN:
The Archbishop of Sarajeve Vinko Pu launched an angry
‘attack against the UN Sunday, accusing it of maintaining the
status quo in Bosnia-Herzegovina and describing Sarajevo as
“the biggest open air prison in Europe, AFP reports from
Paris.

Speaking at a press conference the cleric said the UN
should "adopl clearer and firmer resolutions on protecting

human rights in Bosnia."
ned: unied Nations-

Tajik talks pos Oned: nies nauons.

brokered reconciliation talks
Tajikistan and the exiled opposition, due to begin yesterday
have been posiponed to Wednesday. a Kazakhstan Foreign
Ministry spokesman said. Reuter reports from Alma-Ata

Spokesman Farkhad Abdu Khalikov told Reuters yesterday
the talks had been put off because the opposition delegation
had not vt arrived in Alnga-Ala.

Gaddafi slates US veto: Lvyan ieader

Muammar Gaddafi told Arab leaders the United States veto of
a UN resolution ordering Israel to stop land seizures in east
Jerusalem was an insult 10 the Arab people, Reuter. reports
from Tunis.

"I believe that from now you are in no need for proof from
me to coafirm America's disdain for the Arab nation.” Gaddafi

said in a message carried on Sunday by the official Libyan

News Agency JANA.
Afghan forces capture 20 Taleban:

Afghan government forces captured several more positions
held by the Islamic Taleban militia in the Maidan Shahr area
southwest of Kabul yesterday government-controlied Kabul

The radio. monitored by the British Broadcasting
Corporation {BBC). quoted an army source as saying 20
Taleban fighters had been captured and several others killed

or wounded.
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Chinese team arrives in Hanoi: 1
Chinese delegation arrived in Hanoi yesterday for the fifth
round of negotiations on a lingering Chinese-Vietnamese
border dispute. an official sources said in Hanoi. AFP reports
from Hanei. :

The dispute centers on 1.130 kilometres (706 miles) of
comumon horder, set during Vietnam's French colonial era.
Hanoi accusgs Beijing of moving frontier markets during a
Chinese army offensive against Vietnam in February 1979.
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Quake kills 1 in Indonesia: .
earthquake on Flores Island in eastern indonesia killed a two-
.year-old girl and injured six other people. a meteorology
official said Monday. AP reports from Jakarta.
The quake. with a preliminary magnitude of 4.7, struck at
2:13 pm local time Sunday (0613 GMT). said Supriyono of the
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PLO warns of reviewing]
entire peace process

GAZA CITY. May 22: If Israel
breaks a July | deadline for
the second phase of autonomy
and upholds Jerusalem land
confiscations the PLO will re-
view the entire peace process,
Palestinian officials warned to-
day, reports AFP.

"Everything is tled to the
July 1st deadline.,” said Nabil
Abu Rudeina. PLO Chief Yasser
Arafat’'s advisor.

Israel and tHe PLO have
agreed a July 1 target date for
an accord to redeploy the
Israeli army on the West Bank
and hold elections to an auton-
omy council.

“Il the deadline is not met,
and if by then Israel has not
cancelled its expropriation
orders. the Palestinian leader-
ship will reassess the whole
peace process.” Abu Rudeina
told AFP.

‘Arafat’'s spokesman Marwan
Kanafani also gave the same
message.

The first of July is sacred ...
otherwise we are all going to
be responsible for the collapse
of this peace process.,” he told
reporters.

'l just wanted to say this on
the occasion of the visit of
Israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres to President
Arafat this afternoon, and |
hope he will have some good
news with him.” ;

The warnings came shortly
before Peres was to meet
Arafatl in Gaza in a bid to calm
Arab anger over Israel's confis-
cation of Arab land in East
Jerusalem.

Abu Rudeina said the PLO
Executive Committee, the
Palestinian National Council or
parliament-in-exile and the

mainstreamn Fatah faction's
central committee would be
the bodies entrusted with re-
assessing the situation.

The PLO
Committee would meet
Tunis on June | to discuss the
Jerusalem issue and

Executive |
in

Palestinian-lsraeli relations, he

“All of this comes as part of
a series of measures to halt the
confiseation of land in
Jerusalem.” he said.

Abu Rudeina also said Arafat
was to travel Tuesday to meet
with King Hussein in Amman

~ahead of talks in Caliro with

Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak on Wednesday.

The Arab World has been
infuriated by the land confisca-
tions and an Arab summit is
expected to be held in Rabat,
Morocco, on Saturday to raise

the issue.

Protests rock Sriﬁ_agar' B

Thousands Kashmiris leave

for Charar-e-Sharif

SRINAGAR. India, May 22:
Defying orders from Indian
troops. several thousand
Kashmiri Muslims left here to-
day in a convoy of buses, trucks
and cars ‘for the devastated
holy town of Charar-e-Sharif,
witnesses said, reports AFP.

" Anti-Indian protests rocked
this Kashmir summer capital
meanwhile and the Muslim-
majority Kashmir valley re-
mained crippled by a strike for
a 12th day to protest the de-

structon of an Islamic shrine

in Charar-e-Sharif.

Indian troops clashed with
stone-throwing demonstrators
at several places in Srinagar as
a fleet of more then 70 vehi-

cles carrying some 5.000
people left for Charar-e-Sharif,
37 kilometres (22 miles) from
here, witnesses said.

Indian troops did not try to
prevent Lhe protestors: who
were held by three prominent
leaders of Kashmir's Muslim
separatist movement, from
leaving' here for Charar-e-

Sharif but there was specula- -

tion they may be stopped en
route.

Youths seated atop packed
buses and vans shouted "we
want freedom” and “we will
avenge the shrine destruction”
as the convov lefl Srinagar in
the rain.

"Riot police manned the

.streets but paramilitary troops
staved inside the mud and
cinder-block . bunkers which
dot intersection and buildings
in this lakeside city of one mil-
lion people. the urban hub of
the Muslim separatist move-
ment. _

Umer Farooq, the chief
priest of Srinagar's main
mosque and chairman of the
Huriyat, vowed that the
protestors would reach Charar-
e-Sharif come what may.

"Nobody can stop us,” said
Farooq. chairman of the all-
party Kashmir freedom con-
ference. an umbrella organisa-
tion of 27 Musliln separatist
groups knowr as the Huriyat.

KSA to establish
military city
next year

KUWAIT CITY. May 22:
Saudi Arabia is to establish a
military city in Jazan region. in
the south of the kingdom next
vear. second Deputy Premier,
Defence and Aviation Minister
Prince Sultan bin Abdel-Ariz
said Sunday. reports Xinhua.

The official Saudi press
agency quoted Prince Sultan as
sayigg in Jazan that the tem-
porary buildings already estab-
lished in the city have the ca-
pacity for ‘'nearly 2.000 fight-
ers.

He said in a speech before
the Saudi armed forces that
his country is keen to provide
the Saudi naval forces with the
necessary equipment, aircraft

He stressed on the role of
the Saudi naval forces Lo pro-
tect their country's borders.

MNLF accuses Manila of

sabotaging peace talks

ZAMBOANGA. Philippines,
May 22: Exiled Muslim guerilla
leader Nur Misuari has accused
the government of sabotaging
ongoing peace talks, a Moro
National Liberation Front
(MNLF) spokesman said today.
reports AFP.

"For the first time, Misuari
sounded ' pessimistic on the
process of peace talks, MNLF
information officer Mohammad
Salih Apostol told reporters
after speaking by telephone to
the Saudi Arabia-based Misuari.

He said Misuari said the
government and its hand-
picked Christian and Muslim
leaders in the peace panel had
tried to derail the peace pro-
cess by recommending their

own economic projects with-

out consulting the MNLF.
Misuari also accused the
government of blaming the

MNLF for the recent outbreak
of violence in the southern
Philippines, particularly the
April 4 pillaging of Ipil town in
which more than 50 people
were killed. Apostol added.

The MNLF, which waged a .

separatist rebellion in the

» south in the early 1970s, is

negotiating for limited auton-
omy under a Muslim-led re-
gional government for Muslim-
populated areas in the
Mindanao region.

Misuari alleged that a peace
conference held here over the
weekend attended by
President Fidel Ramos and
sectarian representatives had
recommended outdated eco-
nomic and political reforms
which the MNLF had de-
manded long ago to solve the
two-decade old conflict,
Apostal said. :

Mostly elderly Serb refugees from the Western Slavonia region in Croatia, sit on tractor-
trailers in the village of Dvorovi, near Yugoslav-Bosnian border, Saturday waiting to continue
their escape more than 1,500 Serbian refugees are currently waiting in Bosnia-Herzegovina to

be transferred to Eastern-Slavonia, where they will be resettled.

— AFP/UNB phote
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Rao plans to
reshuffle

cabinet
NEW DELHI, May 22:

- India's embattied Prime Minis-

ter P V Narasimha Rao is plan-
ning a cabinet reshuffle to
ward off a challenge to his
leadership of the Cdngress (I)
party, newspaper reported to-
day, says AFP. o

Rac, who has been facing
increasing pressure to resign
as leader of the ruling party

"ahead of general elections,

plans te reshuffle his cabinet
in mid-June, the Times of
India and other newspapers
said.

The Times said nearly a
dozen ministers would be

~ shifted to party work ahead of

the parliamentary polls while a
number of "political heavy-
weights" would be brought into
the cabinet as part of an
“election-oriented action plan.”

"The intention is to make

the party units 'battle ready’

for the coming (parliamentary)

polls, which are expected any
time after September of this
year.” the Times said.

Lankan troops
kall 3 Tigers

COLOMBO, May 22: Sri
Lankan troops shot dead three
Tamil las in the eastern
Trincomalee district in a fire
fight on Sunday, a military
spokesman said today, reports
Reuter. '

"Our patrol which went out
of our camp guarding a fishing
village saw a group of terrorists
(rebels) and opened fire,” he
told Reuters." Ground troops
said three terrorists were
killed. One soldier was
wounded in the fight."

The rebels, fighting for an
independent Tamil homeland
in the north and east, have
stepped up attacks on security
forces since they scuttled a
ceasefire last month by sinking
two navy gunboats in the east-
ern Trincomalee port.

The military. which is
preparing to launch major of-
fensives against the rebels, has
begun raiding rebel jungle

bases in the east and bombing .
guerilla positions around army |

outposts in the rebel-held
north.

US threatens to -
cancel tlights
from Manila

MANILA. Mav 22: The US
government has threatened Lo
cancel all US-bound [lights

| from the Philippines unless au-

thorilies improve security at
Manila's airport. it was re-
ported Monglay. reports AP.
The Business Daily Newsp-
aper sald the warning was
issued this month by the
Federal Aviation Administ-
ration. which gave Filipino
authorities three months to
the required improv-

US embassy officials de-

| clined immediate comment on
. the report but said a statement

would be issued later,
American sources familiar with
the issue speaking on condi-
iion of anonvmity., said The
Business Daily story was gener-
ally accurate.

10 Chinese
dissidents
picked up

BELJING, May 22: At least
10 Chinese dissidents have
been picked up by police or
are missing amid rising ten-
sion in the run-up to the sixth
anniversary of the tiananmen
square crackdown, dissident
sources said today, reports
AFP. _

The authorities have also
stepped up surveillance on the
homes of leading opponents of
the regime during the seasonal
crackdown, they added.

Three activists were de-
tained in the Chinese capital
on Sunday. including Wang Dan
— the 26-year-old figurehead
the 1989 pro-democracy
movement — veteran dissident
Liu Nianchun, 47, and former
university of Shandong student
leader Yang Kuanxing, 25.

Three others — Wang Xizhe,
45, Liu Xiaobo, 36, and Huang
Xiang — were all detained last

. week .
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Brinh[ movie alir Emma Thomﬂon ﬂalu the

plic

Sunday as compatriot actor Jonathan Pryee looks on, before

climbing the famous staircase to the Palais des Festivals for

the screening of Jonathan Hampton's film "Carrington” in
. competition at Cannes' International Film Festival.

BEIWJING. May 22: The age-old rule of gi

— AFP/UNB photo

ving Chinese chil-

dren their fathers' last names should be relaxed to help dis-
courage excessive concern about producing boy babies. a

report said Monday. says AP.

If children could adopt either their mothers' or fathers’
last names. families might not be so insistent on having male
children to carrv on the family line. the official Xinhua News

Agency reported.

Despite almost 50 years of Communist rule, female infan-

ticide and deliberate abortions of female

etuses are still

common in China's rural areas because of the traditional de-

sire for male children.

Efforts to limit most families to only one child to slow

population growth have worsened the trend,

leading to

substantial imbalances in the ratio of boy to girl babies — a
problem that eventually will lead to a shortage of marriageable

WoImen.

The report. which quoted the newspaper China Population
News. suggested that children be given whatever last name
their parents wanted: the mother's name, the father's or a
combination of both — adding that it might bring about "true

eqquality” between the sexes.
&
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LONDON: Is Hugh Grant i
Weddings and .A Funeral?™

the slob he played .in "Four

ardly. says model girlfriend

Elizabeth Hurley try serial neatness fanatic, reports AP.

“That causes most of the domestic disagreements,” she
tells the British Woman's Own magazine in an interview pub-
lished this week. "It gets on my nerves — he even tidies up

before going to bed.”

Grant's hero in last year's British blockbuster is a habitual

latecomer. and lives out of a perpetually

unmade bed.

Hurley. an aspiring actress besides being a successful

model. said her time in Hollywood proppin

g up Grant's elbow

al awards ceremonies offended her British sensibilities.

‘I thought 70 per cent of the

1 met were idiots.

Half of those were fools and the other hall were vile. They'll
take phone calls while you're in the room and are just hor-

rendous.” she said.

“The other 30 per cent are nice, though.”

" US-DPRK N-talks

N Korea still unwilling

to reach compromise

KUALA LUMPUR. May 22:
The United States resumed
talks Monday with North Korea
on ils feared nuclear pro-
gramme amid signs that the
comununist nation is unwilling
o compromise, reports AP,

WS negotiator " Thomas
Hubbard went to the North
Korean Embassy for a second
day of negotiations to salvage
an accord, signed last October,
that is aimed al freezing
Pyongvang s suspected nuclear
weapons development.

The accord is in danger of
falling apart over the issue of
the 1vpe of light-waler reactors
that are supposed (0 replace
North Korean reactors, which
produce a by product of
weapons-grade plutanium.

The United States wants (o
provide South Korean reactors,
which are unacceptable to
Pyongvang ostensibly for secu-
rily concerns. However. na-
tional pride is believed to be
the real reason. :

That position apparently

hadn't changed Monday.

"We do not recognise
Korean-style reactors.” Narth
Korean Embassy Counsgllor
Choi Song-Ho said. "What is a
Korean-style reactor? Nobody
knows that South Korea can
make reactors. It is not known
in the world.

South Korea has a history of
nuclear power generation,
with nine reactors in operation
and six others under construc-
tion. The new model it is offer-
ing is the same design as one
nearing completion at the
Uljin nuclear complex, where
two similar reactors are work-
ing now.

A senior South Korean
diplomat said he wasn't sur-
prised at North Korea's intran-
sigence.

"We didn't expect North
Korean position to change
after one day's negotiations.”
said Jang Jai-Ryohg. minister
at the South Korean Embassy
in Washington who is in Kuala
Lumpur to monitor the talks.

Arabic, passage to Arab world for the Jewish state

HAIFA. Israel. May 22
Arabie. loeng shunned by
Israelis as the language of their
enemy. is [ast becoming a cry-
ing need as the Jewish state
enters_an era of emerging
Middle East peace. reporis
Reuter

Educators and diplomats
say trealies with Egypt and
Jordan and a peace deal with
the Palestinians have created
opportunities for Israelis to
speak with Arab neighbours
long off limits.

Yet language barriers re-
main. Seen from a satellite
Israel is an island of five mil-
lion Hebrew speakers sur-
rounded by some 200 million
Arabic speakers.

In Haifa northern Israel.
students at the Technion —
the Israel Institute ol

Technology — spend a morn
ing each week studving Arabic
They are lsraels luture busi
nessmern. doctors and engi-

Ieers
Arabic can open possibili-
ties lor work opportunities in

the economic sphere. espe
cially now in the era of peace,
said Ezra,  a major 1in

Economics. His (riends nod-
ded in agreement

Arabic is an official language
in Israel alongside Hebrew but
has enjoyed little status.

‘Very lew Israelis speak
Arabic.’ said Gershon Baskin.
of the Israel Palestine Centre
for Research and Information
and long an activist for Jewish
Arab coexistence

] think 1t's indicative of Lthe
negotiative atlitude Israelis
have had towards Arabs. They

see Arabic as the language of
Lthe enemy. It is very important
far the emergence ol peace
that we learn each other's lan-
guages and cultures.” he said.

Just over half of Israeli
sc huolchildren take Arabic at
the beginner's level. Yet most
drop the course as they go
lrom grade to grade. By the
end of high school. less than
live per cent take matricula-
Lon exams in Arabic

That is slowly changing. In
1994 the first full year after
Israel's peace deal with the
PLO some | 200 students
passed Arabic at the highest
level. twice as many as Iin
1949 1]

But bv comparison, all
Israelt students study English
al all levels

Some believe [sraell law-

makers are 1o blame.

"For reasons unclear to me
Israeli society has not made
Arabic a compulsory subject.”

Shlomo Alon in charge of
Arabic language study at
Israel's Ministry of Education,
said.

He said the government was
now considering making a
third language compulsory in
school in which case he pre-
dicted 70 per cent of students
would choose Arabic.

Israeli Arabs -- about a fifth
of Israel's population -- acquire
Arabic, Hebrew and English.
They believe Jews should
make more of an effort too.

"I the Jewish people want
to be part of the Middle East,
if they want to open their state
to the Arab world, they should
learn Arabic like they are

learning English,” said Michail
Fanous. a prominent Israeli
Arab.

Avraham Robinson. directdr
of a translation service, re-
cently complained that grow-
ing Israeli needs for Arabic
translation were not being
met.

At the Foreign Ministry,
spokesman Danny Shek said
there were currently enough
Arabic-speaking diplomats for
Israel's three missions in Arab
countries, Egypt, Jordan and
Morocco.

But he added: "If there are
15 embassies requiring 100
people we will have a prob-
lem.”

Experts agree the problem
is not only a lack of motivation.
Arabic is also a difficult lan-
guage Lo master,

It has at least two distinct
forms: literary Arabic. the writ-
ten language of intellectual, re-
ligious and official discourse,
and the spoken language,
which varies greatly from one
Arab country to another, and
from one region to another, °

Arabic lessons are usually
given in either the literary lan-
guage or the spoken. but not
both at the same time. Many
Israelis who immigrated from
Arab countries speak a dialect
but few are fluent in the higher
literary language.

Another problem is that as
an immigrant society, for many
new Israelis Hebrew itselfl is a
foreign language.

Walk the sireets of
Jerusalem of Tel Aviv for an
hour and you are likely to see
or hear half a dozen languages.




