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Lat k ol adequate roads and
lanes o accommodate in-
creasing nuunber of vehicles.
insuflicicnt number of traffic
police and traffic signals, Maws
in traflic markings and viola-
tien of traffic rules contribute
to tralfic congestion in the
city.
According lo experts, ide.
ally a city should have 20 to 30
per cent road space of its lotal
area for a sound traflic system.

The 343.28 square kilome-
tre Dhaka City has road space
of less than 10 per cent of its
area. said Prol Nazrul Islam of
the Urban Studies Programme
(USP).

He also pointed out that the
city roads are not being in-
creased. both in terms. of
length and width, keeping
consistency with the increas-
ing population and vehicles.

He, however, said that it is
difficult to increase the roads
in the city. In that case, he
suggesied installation of a mass
transit system in the city.

Absence of bypass and
parallel roads in busy city areas
result in frequent traffic jams.
The congested old city has a
limited number ol entry points
which force all Lypes of vehi.
cles to take the same roads.

The Deputy Commissioner
(Traffic) Mustaq Hossain Khan
said that the 2231.30 km
roads for a city like Dhaka is
not sufficient for the plying ol
about 5.5 lakh vehicles.

He also identified the level
crossing in the city as obstacle
to free flow of traffic. There
are some 10 rail gates in the
city where. he suggested, con-
struction  of overbridges is
needed.

The traffic division of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police is severely
under-staffed and it has no
modern equipment Lo control
the traffic system. the DC
(Traffic) said.

In the traffic division of
DMP. there are one deputy
commissioner, four assistant
commissioners. 11 inspectors,
214 sergeants. 11 sub-inspec-
tors. two assistant sub-inspec-
tors, 88 havilders and 1137
constables.

The DC (Traffic) peinted
out that the Dhaka city has
only 1468 (iraffic police
whereas the Indian capital
Delhi has 12,000 traffic police
having almost the same popu-
lation.

It is inhuman that a traffic
policeinan has (o remain
standby at city sireets for lour

T&T plan to levy, regulate
E-Mail providers protested

By Staff Correspondent

The recent Telegsraph and
Telephone Board (T&'T) deci-
sion Lo impose stricl new
guidelines on the growing
number of E-Mail and other
on-line compuler service
providers has crealed dismay
among both Bangladeshi users
and L(he global INTERNET
community.
~In a recent notice, the T&T
Board said henceforth it would
both regulate and provide ser-
vices in the area of electronic
data communication.

The government move fol-
lows growing private sector in-
vestment in the field of hi-tech
data communication technol-
ogy such as INTERNET, Bulle-
tin Board Services, Satellite
Services, Voice-Mail, elc.

The Board has prepared a
set ol guidelines which pro-
pose to impose licence fees on
all service providers and regu-
late their businesses and the
technology used.

In a recent stalement, ex-
isting local service providers
expressed their concern say-
ing that the proposed “Policy
and Guidelines for Liberalising
the Value Added Services in
Bangladesh™ would severely
hamper the spread of elec-
tronic data communication
technology as well as delay ef-
forts to connect businesses to
the global INTERNET.

INTERENT is a vast mod-
ern computer network that
connects hundreds of thou-
sands of individuals all over
the world. Access to the
INTERNET is normally pro-
vided by internationally regis-
tered service providers. The
first commercial INTERNET
service provider became oper-
ational in Bangladesh in
November, 1993 with the ini-
tial assistance of the UNDP,
the ITC (International Trade
Centre) and the Export
Promotion Bureau.

Over 130 organisations are
currently using E-Mail on the
INTERNET from Bangladesh,
allowing them to save costs
and increase business effi-
ciency.

There are currently five
such service providers in
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hours. he sald adding, and it is
really difficult lor him to con-
trel vehicular movement lor
lour hours. '

He also informed that a
proposal has already been sent
to the government Lo increase
the nuinber of traffic consta-
bles to at least to 3500 imme-
diately.

“"We have no wrecker, no
speed-detector. no smoke-de-
tector, no alcohol-detector,”
he said adding that the de-
partment had to borrow a
wrecker from Chittagong last
Yer,

He said they had toed 2679
vehicles and filed some 2.29
lakh cases against traffic rule
violators last year. Some Tk
1.83 crore was also realised as
fine during the same period.

The traffic signals in the
city are also not adequate and
there are many faulty signals,
admitted Mustaq Hossain and
called for coordination of sig-
nalling system in some key
points of the city. ¥

Many of the city roads do
not have traffic markings con-
tributing to free-style move-

ment of vehicles and conse- -

quent traffic jam. These roads

commmercial operation in the
country while more are ex-
pected as demand grows.

The government has pro-
posed to adopt an X.25 data
communications network na-
tHonwide and an X. 400 systems
as the standard lor electronic
messaging.

According to the service
providers, these two standards
are outdated and inadequate
for working with INTERNET
applications.

In a combined statement,
published recently, the exist-
ing service providers in
Bangladesh noted that the pro-
jected T&T Board's network
was designed without consulta-
tion with the local private
sector experts, or the needs of
the local market.

Moreover, experts over-
whelmingly apprehended a
steep rise in subscription fees
due to the imposition of li-
cence fees.

The concerned user and
business houses strongly feel
the government should recon-
sider the implications and
adopt state-of-the-art technol-

® CEC
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meet the leaders of all political
parties.” he said.

The CEC said he would soon
meet the political leaders_to
seek their cooperation and
recommendation 1o formulate
a code of conduct for holding a
free and fair election.

He said the decision to ap-
point enumerators for prepar-
ing voters' list from among lo-
cal educated youths was re-
versed following allegations by
the opposition leaders. They
personally made the allega-
tions, he said without naming
the leaders. |

‘I always welcome allega-
tions because constructive al-
legations would help correct
errors.” Justice Sadeque said.
Teachers of schools and col-
leges, family planning field
workers and government em-
ployees would now mainly do
the job of data collection for
fresh voters' list. he added.
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the city's terminal for

wert carpeted early last year.
Bul those are yet to have ap-
propriate road divider mark-
ings and zebra crossings. The
Dhaka City Carparation (DCC),
however, recently started
work in this ;

The absence of markings
frequently leads to uneven
competition between fast and
slow-moving vehicles. Rick-
shaws and rickshaw-vans often
ply through the middle of the
roads, obstructing movement
ol cars, mini-buses and buses.

. The absence of traffic mark-
ings is a major cause of acci-
cdlents on many streets, parti-
cularly those having speed-
breakers but no zebra cross-
ings.

Pedestrians trying to cross
streets often find themselves
in a virtual jungle of automo-
biles impatiently honking
horns. The problem is com-
pounded at night when most of
the drivers usually miss the
speed-breakers and lose con-
trol when their vehicles jerk
suddenly. Luminous signs or
reflectors are essential to
guide the drivers at night,
sources concerned point out.

Violation of traffic rules by

Malaria claims
96 1n Sylhet

SYLHET, May 20: Ninety-six
people died of malaria in the
district sinee April | until
saturday of whom 52 were in
Growainghat and 36  in
Jaintapur — ithe two worst al-
lected bordering thanas, offi-
cial sources said, .

Deputy Commissioner Abu
Taher Khan told BSS that
there was suificient stock of
medicine and the health offi-
chils  and district administra-
Lion had taken up allout mea-
sures o combat the situation.

He urged the NGOs to pro-
vide mosquito nets and trans-
portation facilities to reach the
remote hilly malaria affected
areas.

Civil surgeon office solrces
said 13 medical teams are
working in the affected areas
on emercency basis.

AL marchers
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police contingent deployed
there. No casualty was, how-
ever, reported. It could not be
ascertained who were involved
in the explosions.

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina said
the government had demon-
strated its 'autocratic charac-
ter' by ignoring the Opposition
in appointing the CEC. "They
(BNP) talk about democracy
but behave in an autocratic
manner,"” she said. ;

"We demanded of the gov-
ernment to consult the parties
represented in Parliament be-
fore appointment of the CEC.
But the government has ap-
pointed the CEC, taking an
unilateral decision,” she said.

The BNP has falled to run
the government but is out to
snatch away people's franchise,
Hasina said. "We can not ac-
cept such activities of the gov-
ernment.”

The AL chief also criticised
the government for its inactiv-
ity in mitigating, the sufferings
of the storm-hit people of
coastal areas.

"The ruling party leaders
frequently move about by heli-
copters for party activities. But
we have not yet heard that a
single helicopter landed in the
affected areas,” Hasina said.

The AL chief also alleged
repression and harassment of
her party leaders and workers
in different areas of the coun-
try.
Abdur Razzak said they
would not take part in elec-
tions under 'a CEC appointed
at the will of the government.'
The AL does not accept this
appointment, he said.

inter-district
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imany pedestrians is also a big
problem. It is regular scene in
the city that pedestrians take
the streets leaving pavements
and try to cross the roads
wherever they want.

There are footovers in the
Farm Gate and New Market ar-
eas. but pedestrians seem re-
luctant to use these over-
bridges. And it is also seen that
many of them ry to cross the
road by jumpuig over the fence
erecled under Lhe bridges Lo
force pedestrians to use Lhe
footovers.

Another interesting case is
that many would wait for hours
in rickshaws or other vehicles
trapped in a traffic jam, but
would not walk for a few min-
utes to reach their destina-
tions.

Such habits of the people
wotulld have to be changed.
"They should walk to have o
congestion-free city,” said Prol

‘Nazrul Islam. E

The DC (Traffic) expressed
the view that people should be
educated about traffic rules. He
suggested that traffic rules
contld also be included in aca-
deniic curriculum.

Congress history favours Rao
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contradictions.

“They are gradually losing
grip on the electorate. The
Congress will weaken further
ahead of the next Lok Sabha
elections. which are round the
corner.”

Gujral felt that the split in
one of the world's most vener-
able political parties is just the
beginning of an inevitable dis-
memberment process. "It is
difficult to predict right now
what will happen.” he said.

“The prospect ol many MPs
ledving Rao depends on how
much Sonia Gandhi will back
them (the dissidents).” Gujral
said.

Somnath Chatterjee, a very
influential legislator and head
of the Communist Party-Marx-
ist, was more critical of the
Congress Party itself. Said he:
“The party is guilty of being
totally alienated from the peo-
ple. It was already sulfering re-
verses in state elections.”

Chatterjee was of the opin-
ion that the Congress is no
longer pro-people. “The split
is hastening up the end of the
Congress regime in India.”

He also added that the
Congress has always been
known for its internecine
squabbling and dissension*
within its ranks. :

The Marxist leader blamed
the Congress for having lost its
democratic and secular char-
acter,

‘It compromised in places
like the Babri mosque issue
and had alienated the minority.
The party has still given no
explanation for the Babri
mosque incident nor has it
expressed any regret," he
added.

That a schism over leader-
ship should set back any party,
particularly one that has such
a long history as the 109-year-
old Indian National Congress,
only bring to focus the organi-
sation's inherent weaknesses
and inner contradictions. It
also brings to.the fore the
Congress' lack of an ideal
democratie polity based on
rules. tradition and conven-
tions for a normal changing of
the guard.

The split in the mainstream
Indian Congress, popularly
known as Congress (I) — after
the late premier Indira Gandhi
— follows three earlier splits.
Significantly, on all previous
occasions, the leader who held
the reins of the party, sur-
vived while those who had
tried to challenge or unseat
the incumbent were eventu-
either
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with AAFLI r garding f—hihl
labour and wants 1o do awav
with child labowr once for all.”
the statement said.

AAFLI 1s requested to re
Irvin from making any mali-
Clous statements in future.”
Redvomi Ahmed sald,

The BOGMEA statement
iR a8 a reaction to an earlier
press staiement by the AAFLI's
immiry Prirector Terry Co-

hnesworth tn which he erit-
wbsea ) 1w N A S rt"‘l"!"hll re

sigr: o0 MM o child labour
and -.aul it displayed a cruel
inchitlerence to Lhe children.

In a statemment published in
different dailies Saturday.
Collingsworth had said that the
BGMEA Executive Commiltee
had participated in the drafi
ing of the MOU and had given
the impression that its other
members approved the draft.

Rejecting this statement,
Redwan Ahmed said. "The
BGMEA always maintained that
only the general members
would decide on the fate of the
draflt MOU through an extraor-
dinary general meeting
(EGM)."

He explained that BGMEA
rules do not authorise it ex
ecutive commitiee to take any
major decision without prior
Approval from an EGM,

He pointed out that the
garients importers had indi-
cated earlier that they were
naot ready Lo acceplt
angladeshi garments il pro-
diwed by child labour irrespec-
Live ol any agreement the

BGMEA reached with any or-
ganisation for phased elimina
tion of child labour_

e BGMEA members felt
thai organisations such as the
Uniecef, ILO and other NGOs.
involved in the drafting of the
MOU. could not give the assur-
ance that afier the signing the
proposed MOU importers
worldwide would be convinced
to import apparel from
Bangladesh during the phasing
out period. Therefore, the
EGM. through a ballot
Wednesday. rejected the MOU

The EGM further resolved
that the garments exporters
welcome any programme to
provide education. health care
facilities and rehabilitation of
the displaced child workers. if
those were taken by the
Ministry of Social Wellare of
Bangladesh and organisations
such as the ILO and the Unicef.

Describing the exact nature
and scale of the existing child
labour, which BGMEA would
eliminate by October this year.
Redwan Ahmed said that the
children were engaged in
work of very simple nature like
thread cutting and taking the
materials from one table to an-
other.

It was decided unanimously
al the EGM that on the expiry
of the stipulated time all the
garments factories of the
country would be kept open
lor fair and honest verification
and inspection by any UN
agency to check if any child
was still working in those fac-
tories. the statement said.
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weeks., creating leakages in
Lhe condensers ol the boilers.,

Although i1he factory re-
sunwd production on May 17
aklter a 65-hour break. the wa-
ter Lreatment experts ol the
KNM. requesting anonymity,
lold The Daily Star that the
ever-receding inflow of sweel
willer due to Farakka bartage.
logether with the increased
level of saline water during the
tides contributed to a rise in
the choluride content of the
water.

The KNM authorities now
lear that the mills may never
return to normal capacity again
because the question of con-
linuotus sweet water supply for
the cooling of its turbines. still
reniains undecided.

A lemporary solution to (he

problem of running the hoilers -

lias been found by arranging
water from the deep tubewell
ol the Dada Match Factory. But
A solution (o the bigger ques-
uon of linding enough water

Khulna Newsprint Mills

onnnie the turbmaes <1l
rewains o be lound. Beooaose
i Lhe huge volume ol w.ater
Lreded lor this purpose. il can
neither be fetched from afar by
barges nor can any cxisting
deep Lube-well supplv it. The

Bhairab river remains the only
answer, KNM officials told this
correspondent.

"We still have not been able
lo make any headway in this
regard,” said Md Anwar

Hossain, managimyg director of
the KNM,

Nevertheless, the KNM au-
thorities have decided to set
up a deep tube-well at
Dhalgram. 20 miles from the
plant, to meet the sweet water
shortage. one source say.

When asked about the feasi-
bility of setting up a water
ireatment plant or water
reservoir, the KNM authorities
appeared not to have given the
matter any thought and had no
tentative answer.

pushed into political oblivion
or lorced to seek their for-
tunes in other parties or al-
liances,

It was mainly leaders from
the north and the members of
the Nehru clan, to be more
particular, who succeeded in
carrving the mantle of the
Congress Party, that owed its
birth to the patronisation of

- the British colonial masters,

The prime reason for the
successes of Indira Gandhi
and her son Rajiv. in surviving
challenges to their leadership,
as one observer of the Indian
scene pointed out, may be the
fact that the legacy of Jawahar-
lal Nehru still appeals to a
large section of the masses
and continues to bind and gal-
vanise them as well as die-hard
Congress supporters. The
shieer charisma of the House
of Nehru-Gandhi. which has
ruled India for -more than
three decades. still remains
and continues Lo wield consid-
erable clout, as evidenced [rom
continuous talk of inducting
Rajiv Gandhi's widow, the lial-
ian-born Sonia, into the vortex
of Congress and Indian poli-
tics.

Other observers like to at-
tribute the very survival ol the
Congress to tlhis hereditary
factor, describing it as the real
'‘glue’ of the party.

That may be the reason
why even much before the Te-
wari-Arjun Singh challenge to
Rao’s leadership, the rank and
file of the dissident Congress
had approached Indira's elder
daughter-in-law either to lead
them or try and bring about a
reconciliation among the pro
and anti-Rao factions.

But Senia, no novice in the
intriguing art of Indian poli-
tics, has apparently still man
aged, not without a consider-
able degree of political adroit-
ness, to avoid Laking a position
by throwing her weight be-
hind any of the factions. So far,
at least on the surface, she has
refused to answer the "call of

duty” to the cause of the
Congress or I[ndia. to be more
precise.

Althouglh soime 30 000-plus
Congress nembers belonging
1o various tiers allended Lhe
specially called nmeeting Friday
lo express their resentment
against the 73 .year-old Rao
and express support for the
71 -vear-old Tiwari. it was re

portedly attended by only a
dozen rebel MPs

How manv others among
the 2064 Congiess MPs come
out openly 1o extend support

lor the reinoval of Rao only the
unfoldinge events of the drana
in the comning days will show,

Fowever, {o think that the
t onmgress Government led by
Ragpr would collapse in the im
imedliate future would be taking
an unduly premature view of
lhe situation. In  fact,
Narashima Rao has proved
himscll to be a great survivor.
He is very adept at balancing
opposing lorces and making
clever back-room manoeuvres.
Just a lew weeks earlier he in-
ducted 15 joint Secretaries
info the pariy (o widen his
support base. He is also known
to be a skillful manipulator,
making frequent cabinet
reshullles.

When Rao came 10 power
heading a minoriiv govern-
mei. lour vears ago it was be-
livved he conld not last a (ull
lerm,

One ol the major strategies
ol the Tiwari-Arjun Singh axis
would be to make a broad-
based appeal to the grassroots
volers, including the Muslim,
Ihe dalits and- upper caste
Hindus who comprise the tra-
ditional Congress vote bank.

One think is certain,
though. The latest split and its
possible snowballing effect may
ultimately compel Rao to give

-up the reins of the Congress

Party and even call early elec-
tions, instead of having them
in the middle of next year. as
he had announced previously.

The Congress has lost
elections in several states in-
cluding Gujrat and the t(radi-
tional stronghold of Maharash-
irii. There are also strong
indications that the parly will
also lose ground in Kerala.

Despite the Iintra-party
wrangling and split, political
pundits here. however, hesi-
tate Lo predict il the next gov-
ernment tn New Delhi would
be a non-Corngress one.
Besides. in whatever shape the

Congress Party emerges in the
next polls, one cannot say that
Narashima Rao will also not
bounce back like the Chinese
doll in the leadership position.
Only the induction of Sonia
Gandhi could perhaps chanﬁe
the Congress scene signifi-
cantly.

: The eroding popularity of
the C was perhaps truly
depicted by Somnath Chatter-
Jee. when he told The Daily
Star yesterday: “It is almost
certain that the Congress is
not returning to power. At
least not on its own.”
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ISLAMABAD. May 20: Pakistani civilian leaders and top

military officials discussed the regional security

environment

anmd tension with India following the burning of an Islamic
shrine in Kashmir. official sources said. The internal and

cXterial securily matters were discussed at

fedral

a meeting of the

tahinel s defence committee chaired by Prime

Midster Benazir Bhutte. the sources said reports AFP.

60 Pak troops killed in
Siachen: Indian daily

NEW DELHI. M 20 Indian
and Fakistami 'roops foughi
therr largest skirmish in nearly
Lhree vears on an icy mountain
slopes near the Siachen glacier
this week. an Indian newspa-
T reported 1oday. As many as
b Pakistanis may have been
Killk1l. reporis AP

I'he Thmes of India guoted
vnidentified sources as saying
lidian  soldiers opened fire
alter noticing Pakistani troop<
movement on Wednesday. Twu
Indian soldiers were wounded
in an exchange ol fire that con
Linued lor abowut |1 howurs.

Indian defence spolesman
was notl immediately available
to comment on the report be-
cause ol the weekend.

But Pakistan fatly denied
the incident

It is absurd.” said
Pakistani army spokesman.
Mg A K Chishti in Islamabad.

Nuthing ol that sort has hap-
jw ned. Skirmishes do occur,

Sl

i thiere has Teeen nn[hin‘
imador in tht area lor a long
LI e

e front page repert in~

the Times said the bhattle oc-
curred southwest of the
Siachen glacier. a Himalayan
wasteland between Pakistan
and Chin. 1ha s the world's
higlwest Dat Uetncid.-
LDF leaders get bail
>i1x central leaders of the
el wmocratic Froml, accused
of L unaging cars in the city's
Motijheel area on April 2 dur-
ing a demonstration, were
granted bail yesterday. reports
UNB.

Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate Shahiduddin Ahmed
granted ad-interim bail after -
all six accused — Hasanul Hug
Inu.  Dilip Barua, AFM
Mahbubul Huq, Mir Hossain
Akhtar., Golam Mahmud and
Shirin Akhtar— surrendered
before the court,

From age 1
ing capacity, privatisation of
the mosi of the public sector
mills. reirenching excess

workers and providing interim
linancing for and reéstructur-
ing the debts of the jute mills.
Even before the programme
was formally launched, the
government wound up the op-
erations of the Bangladesh Jute

Corporation (BJC), closed
down four mills of the
Bangladesh Jute Mills
Corporation (BJMC), down-

sized the capacity of one large
jute mills and retrenched
12.000 workers from the pub-
lic sector jute mills,

But progress of the pro-
gramme since it was formally
initiated has been slow.
Moreover, implementation of
the programme so far has also
created some uneven competi-
tion between the composite
jute mills, which are included
in the JSRP. and the jute
spinning mills, which have
been left out. Some of the
composite jute mills are tak-
ing advantage of the financing
under the programme and
have started producing yarn
inspite of specific stipulations
against doing so, to protect the
interest of the spinning mills.

Under the programme the
governmenlt was supposed to
close down another tive public

Hasina
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Momin. Abdur Razzak. Tofael
Ahmied, ASMS Kibria. Abul
Hasun Chowdhury and SS
Hadder were present.

Our Stall Correspondent
adds: Sheikh Hasina has once
again asked the ruling party to
accept in principle the de-
mand for a caretaker govern-
ment and then make a public
announcement to this effect
"to pave the way for finding
out a solution to the persisting
political jmpasse through dia
logue.”

1991 style — under a neutral,
non-party and caretaker ad-
ministration. This has become
a national demand now as the
present government has lost
its credibility in holding free
and fair polls,” she said while
addressing a group ol political
activists who joined her party
in the city vesterday afternoon,

Former chairman of the
DIT | now Rajuk) and indus-
trialist Rezaul Karim Chou-
dhury, better known as RK
Choudhury, led the group
comprising workers of the
BNP and the Jatiya Party.

Meanwhile, former state
minister in the JP government
Fakhrul Islam Munshi yester-
day visited the AL office and
metl the party chief. He s
scheduled to join the AL to-
morrow. party sources said
last night.

Maid murder
From Page |

the house of
Chewillininm
Despile several gqueries, po
e o refused 1o reveal (the nanw
ol the other accused, believed
lo be a man who siaved at the
house on the night of the mur-
der. Although police had io
name the person while filing
lhe case with Ramma thana,
neither the Detective Branch
nor the thana would reveal the
actual name or description of
Ihe person. However, it was
gathered that person. who was
at large until yesterday. is a
wealthy businessman who (re-
quented the Chowdhury's
house in pursuit of carnal plea

SLIT

Rukshana

WB witholds credit

"We want an election in the

= =

secior jute mills and downsize
one large mills, and privatise
nine of the "best

jute mills by June and
December of last year respec-
tively.

The closure programme
remained stalled while the
Privatisation Board's initial sale
oller of four jute mills re-
ceived lukewarm response.
The government is also not
getting adequate response for
the sale of the foreclosed as-
sets of the BJC and the four
closed mills.

Some progress has, how-
ever, been made in the re-
trenchment and debt restruc-
turing - components of the
programme. Another 8,000
workers of the BJMC have
been retrenched. Steps have
also been initiated 1o restruc-
ture the nearly Tk 4,000 crore
jute sector debt and the pro-
cess for the private sector jute
mills have already been com-
pleted. Interim financing for
18 months for the
sector mills and for three
years for the public sector
mills have also been started.
The government has also re-
tired a substantial portion of
the debt ol the BJC and the
closed mills by issuing some
Tk 000 crore worth of bonds
to the respective banks.

JP gherao
From Page 1

They also siressec the need
for exitension of the gime for
data cdllection and inclusion of
expatriate Bangladeshis in the
voters' list.

Justice Sadeque said neces-
sary measures would be taken
to accomplish the regisiration
task smooth and fairly.

Central leaders of the Jam-
aat. Moulana Abdus Sobhan,
Abdul Qader Mollah. Prof Muiji-
bur Rahman, Makbul Ahmed
and ATM Azharul Islam were
present in the delegation.

BNP starts hearings

If the internal problems were
not resolved immediately. the
party might face odds in Lhe
coming elections, they had
warned.

So far divisional confer-

ences were held in Rajshahi,
Chittagong and Dhaka and
conferences in Khulna and
Barisal would be organised
SOOI1.
The party Chairperson and
other policy makers took the
issue of factionalism seriously
following the Dhaka Divisional
Conference, sources said.

BNP insiders said that the
problems and possible patch-
up formula were discussed
during the closed-door meet-
ings between the district lead-
ers and the party Secretary
General. MPs and leaders of
the respective districts were
attending the meetings being
held at the party central office
everyday in the evening.

The leaders suggestied
stralegy for the next elections
and emphasised strong unity
of the partymen to face the
electoral battie, the insiders
siid

Voter registration

From 'age |

The concerned voter will
put his signature or thumb im-
pression only after becoming
sure of that the information
writien in the prescribed
lorms by the enumerators is
correct

Punitive action including
jail terms ol six months and a
e of Taka one thousand or
both would be taken againsi
persons o be found guilty ol
giving lalse statements in the
regisiration forms
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