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Notice

Our today's instalment of
interview series on BUDGET
'95-96 by M R Ali, Chairman,

Shippers Council of Bangla-
desh, scheduled {o appear on
Page 6, has been held over
for tomorrow due Lo space
cmltrlintl Incnnunl:ncc to

r lnslde Today

{  Article

Nepal : A Test for
| Neighbourliness

| Column: Between
the Lines
by Kuldip Nayar
Page 4

International

India’'s chief election
commissioner firm to
hold polls in Kashmir

before July 18
“Amnesty International
slates US for mdmg

Business

Saudi team happy over
aid utilisation in
Bangladesh

Tk 22.84 cr water
supply plan for
Tangail
Page 6

STOCK MARKET

DSE index T56.62 -0.51%)
Market capitalisation Tk 44.81 billion
Transactions in volume 60120
| Transactions in value Tk 10.35 million

Weekend
| Magazine

Mk bandyopadhyay
SaméYssues and concerns;
The question of Gopala's
accession: A fresh study;
Weekend Musings; The
Dhaka Dictionary; Film:
Ah censor and the ten
commandments; Rising
Stars; Teens and
Twenties; Living and
Weckend Sports
Pages 9-16

Metropolitan
Dhaka Day by Day

No o Sumptuous
Dishes
Page 3

NEWS BRIEFS

HSC exams
from July 6

The Higher Secondary
Certificate (HSC) Examinations
under the four education
boards ol the country will be-
gin July 6. The detailed time-
table of the examinations of
Dhaka Rajshahi. Comilla and
Jessore education boards will
be announced in due time. said
a PID handout vesterday. re-
ports UNB,

Norwegian minister
due Sunday

Nerwegian Development
Assistance Minister Mrs Curry
Nordheim Larsen arrives here
Sunday on a lfour-day visit to
Bangladesh The visit is taking
place in continuity of the exist-
ing bilateral economic rela-
uons between and
Norway. said an official hand-
ot lastnigin . reports UNB.

Truck sramik
leader killed

SIRAJGAN.J. May |18: A local
truck sramik union leader was
killed near a bus stand in
Ullapara thana of the district
on Wednesday night. Jamal-
uddin. 30. who worked at the
Srikhala bus-truck stand in
Ullapara as a chain master’
was allegedly strangled by his
rivals who were aspirants for
his post. police said. His body
was recovered from a field
“mear the bus stand this morn-
\ing. reports UNB.
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Israell conflscatlon of land 1n East Jerusalem

LUNITED NATIONS, May 18:
The United States used its
velo lale Wednesday for the
first time in five years to kill a
Security Council resolution
calling on Israel to rescind its
expropriation of Arab land in
East Jerusalem. reports
Reuter.

All 14 other Council mem-
bers voted in favour. But the
negative vote by the United
States. one ol the five perma-
nent members. was enough to
block adoption of the resolu-
tiom.

It was the 70th US wveto in
UN history. The last was in
May 1990 over the situation in
the Israeli-occupied territo-
ries. Russia and the Lhen
Soviet Union have cast 116 ve-
toes. most recently last

Deceniber, to block a resolu-
tion o the lormer Yugoslavia.

The US veto climaxed a de-
hate. begun last Friday, on
Isruel’'s decision to txprnprlate
131 acres ol land in areas of
Jerusalem captured [rom
Jordan in the 1967 Middle
East war. It is to be used for
housing and a police head-
quarters.

Virtually all the nearly 40
speakers in the debate criti-
cised Israel and urged it to roll
back the confiscation order.

US ambassador Madeleine
Albrigh} said she was casting
the veto ‘reluctantly, but with-
out hesilation.' on an issue of
principle.

‘'The principle is this: The
only path Lo achieve a just,
lasting and comprehensive

peace in Lhe Middle East is

direct talks between the
parties.
She said the United States

was compelled to oppose the
resolution because "the Council
sought to declare itself on a
permanent status issue
Jerusalem — and thus violated
this principle.”

Albright was referring to a
range of particularly thorny
maltters which, under a 1993
accord between Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organis-
ation (PLO), do not have to be
discussed by the two sides
until next May.

Arabs today attacked the US
veto and diplomats said
Washington had made an Arab
summit more likely by killing
the UN measure.

S vetoes UN resolution

The veto made it nearly
certain that — selected Arab
Iw-ads of state would meet in
Morocco later this month lor a
special summit on Jerusalem,
Arab diplomats in Cairo added.

The United Arab Emirates
(UAE), current chairman of
the Arab League, expressed re-
gret and astonishment at what
it called the negative US atti-
tude.

Jordanian Foreign Minister
Abdul-Karim al-Kabariti called
the use of the veto immoral
and hypocritical. He sum-
moned the 1S ambassador in
Amman and used 'very harsh

A spokesman for PLO leader
Yasser Arafat said that the veto
was incompatible with UN-res-
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meeting at Kalaroa in Satkhira
— PID phote

Resist anti-
activities : PM

KOLAROA (Satkhira), May

18: Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today called for
resisting the “anti-people™ ac-
tivities like hartal and barri-
cade of the opposition for
smooth implementation of the
development programmes, re-
ports UNB.

She said the opposition
parties were not only obstruct-
ing the development activities
but also blocking the way of
foreign investment.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at Kolaroa High School
ground in the afternoon. the
Prime Minister sought peo-
ple’s support for carrying for-
ward the on-going develop-
ment programmes initiated by
the BNP government and
called upon all to build a
strong resistance against those
hindering the development
process.

She made it clear that im- |

plementation of development

programmes is possible only in

a democratic atmosphere.
Listing various development

activities implemented during

See Page B Col 4

Ministry differs on projection
WFP forecasts 5m tonnes

of food shortage

By Morshed Ali Khan

The government has im-
ported three million tonnes of
foodgrains against an esti-

mated shortfall of 5.01 million

tonnes during the current fis-
cal ('94-'95).

This shortfall was estimated
by the World Food Programme
(WFP] recently. The estimate
was based on information ob-
tained by the international
agency from Llie government of
Bangladesh and the donor
community.

According to the estimate,
conlained in a WFP report, the
requirement of foodgrains for a
population of 119.7 million
this vear would run into 20.31
million Lonnes.,

The net production during
this liscal has been calculated
at 15.30 million tonnes.

Minister for Food Abdul
M:anunan Bhuiya told The Daily
Star that 30 lakbh tonnes of
foodgrains had alreagy reached

‘the country through private

and government initiatives.

Asked whether the gov-
ernment was ready for a 5.01
million tonnes shortfall, the
minister said that according to
his ministry's reading, the
shortfall could not be so much.

"My ministry has already got
the reading on last aman, aus
and wheat production,” Bhuiya
continued, "the deficit stands
at 28 lakh tonnes.”

The minister further said
the USAID has projected a 10
lakh-tonne deficit in the boro
output during the current sea-
son. But he added that his
ministry was still waiting for
ils own report.

The WFP

report. which

“came out on April 27, also

contained an, estimate of the
deficit of foodgrains sproduc-
tion in the wear 1995-96. It-

_says that nex!t year the shortfall

See Pager 8B ('wl 8

¥

said the fate of the 40 people

Money, musclemen ———

keep off polls : CEC

Chiel Election Commissio
ner Justice A K M Sadeque
said yesterday he would
maintain strict neuirality and
go tough in ensuring a fair
clection. reports UNB.

"Money and musclemen
must not work in election.” he
asserted.

Justice Sadeque was ex-
changing views and respond-
ing to queries during a meet-
ing with News Editors and

Chief Reporters of news agen-

cies and newspapers at the
Election Commission office.
“The question of holding
election umder a party gov-
ernment or a caretaker gov-
ernment will have to be settled

politically by peliticians ... But

this is possibly my last assur-
ance that | will remain neutral

and fearless.”

Responding to Opposition
views that his appointment
was an ‘unilateral’ decision by
the government, Justice
Sadeque said he would not
make any comment whether
consultation with others was
needed.

“it's a political matter and
matter of politicians. What |
can say is that my appointment
was not unlawful.,” said the
Supreme Court judge who

joined the Election Commiss-

ion as Chief Election Commiss~ ¢ f

ioner (CEC) on April 27 after
the departure of Justice Rouf.

About opposition’'s planned
demonstration at his office on
May 20-22, he said, “It's my
pleasure that | will get an op-
portunity to exchange views
with them."

Justice Sadeque, however,
said it would be “difficult™ for
the Election Commission to
complete the task of conduct-
ing a free and fair election
smoothly if "trust and confi-
dence is not reposed in the
Election Commission.”

The Election Commission is
an independent constitutional
body and none can dictate it,
he said.

"Neither the government
nor the opposition will be able
to remove me. My appoint-
ment is for five years and no-
body can also reappeint me to
any post of the state. So, why
shall | work with fear,"

He told a questioner that
laws are there and those must
be enforced in letter and spirit
to allow voters to cast their

votes independently.

Explaining the Commiss-
lon's present works, including

See 'age B Col 3
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Credit rati
agency soon

The country is going to
have iis lirst credit rating
agency soon, possibly in less
than two months, to the relief
of stock investors and the
banks often fumbling for in-
vestiment decisions, reports
UNB.

A consortium of local pro-
lessionals has moved to floa

vices [CRISL)
laburat n’ ‘with .;u
ralmg firm of

Thgemuhﬂura are lefrnt to
rﬂu{- en trying for technical
assistance from the Standard

Poor, a US-based credit rat-
ing agency regarded as one of
the worlds most reputed
firms.

An official source, disclos-
ing the move the UNB, said
the authorities were consider-
ing making credit rating
manddtory for stock issuers
after the proposed agency
coming into being.

A company. willing to float
shares, has to make its rating
public through the prospectus.

The proposed rating agency

ominent

" has already initiated to form a

company and is awaiting regis-
iration with the Securities and
Exchange Conunission. regula-
tor ol the stock market.

Sec age BOol 3

DlSSldcnts to ¢ elect new

party chief today

Cong faces fresh split

NEW DELHI. May IB: In-
dia's embattled Congress (l)

publicised meeting. -'hh"h
could mark a formal and
damaging parting of the ways.

Rae., 73, is in no mood to
compromise. despite mount-
ing demands from the rank
and file of the 109-year-old
party.

The dissidents are deter-
mined to have him replaced.

Tomorrow we will elect a
new President of the
Congress.” asseried K K

and barrel
President.”

"The Congress is in peril
and Rao must go.” Tewari told
AFP. "We are the real Congress.
it is we whe represent the
party's sentiments, Rao is
phoney and a usurper.”

The organisers have put up
scores of giant cardbeard
cutouts of their leaders all over
the city in a massive build-up
lo Friday's meeting. which is
widely seen as the most seri-
oys threat 1o Rao since he
became the Premider in 1991

The ‘Rac camp has refused
to make peace with the rebels
in particular its most promi-
nent leader, Arjun Singh. who
has been spearheading a cam-
paign against the Prime
Minister since quitting the
cabinet in December.

Alarmed at the prospects of
a split in the party. nearly 80
Congress MPs calied on the
charismatic widow of slain
former premier Rajiv  Gandhi

as Lhe Congress

Wednesday to seek her inter-
vention to avoid a break-up.

It was tLhe largest group of

"Congress leaders to meet the

49-year-vld Sonia Gandhi
since Raeo look effice. one
month after the assassination
of her husband.

"Apart from Sonia Gandhi
no one enjoys the support of
all the groups in the
Congress.,” said Gurudas
Kamat., an MP who organised
the 45 -minute meeting. "Only
Sonia can bring the warring
groups together.”

The Italian-bern Sonia
holds no position in the
Congress or the government,
but enjoys tremendous influ-
ence among the rank and file
of the party. Party leaders in-
cluding Rao regularly call on
her at her heavily-guarded res-
idence.

Congress sources said
Friday's meeting of the dissi-
dents has unnerved Rao,

See Page 8 Col |
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Pﬁssengers stage
sit-1n at
ZIA lounge

By Staff Correspondent

Awaini League leader Motia
Chowdhury and a number of
other passengers yesterday
staged a sit-in at the domestic
lounge ol Zia International
%ll’pﬂl’l (ZIA) protesting an

nannounced rescheduling of a
Bliman Might.

Motia and the other pas-
sengers went to the domestic
lounge ol the ZIA in the early
morning to take the 7- Sﬂ am
ltight to Jessore,

On arrival there. the pas-
sengers noliced that the
check-in counfer was not open
even alter 7-30 am. Motia and
the others asked the Biman of-
ficials the causes of the delay
in completing the check-in
formalities.

The officials informed the
AL leader that the fight was
converted into a VVIP [light
which would leave at 2-30 pm
instead of 7-30 am.

The passengers were also
told that they would have 1o
report to the airport by 12-30
pm since it was a VVIP flight.

| have started a sil-in along

with other passengers to
protest the irresponsible act of
Biman, Motia told The Daily
Star over telephone fromn the
o'k & Pl =1 ol M
Maid's death

Police may file
murder case

today

By Staff Correspondent

Detective police is likely to
file a murder case teday in
connection with the mysteri-
ous death of a maid at Concord
Tower apartment in the city
recently.

"We have been convinced
following the investigation that
it is a case of murder.” a senior
police official told *The Daily
Star vesterday.

Police has seized a private
car from a residential area in
this connection, according to a

SOUNTeE.
Meanwhile, detectives in-

terrogated a number of per-
sons including the two sus-
pects in the case — Rokhsana
Chowdhury and her teenaged
daughter Sharmin Chowdhury
— the source added. :

The maid was found dead
after falling from the fourth
floor of the multistoried build-
ing at Bangla Motor on May 5.

Ser Page B Col 6

Gulf returnees will get

jobs abroad in phases

By Reaz Ahmad

Bangladeshi wage earners
wheo returned Irom Kuwait and
Iraq four years back because of
the Gull War will soon be sent
to various prospective man-
power-importing countries in
phases on a priority basis.

A high powered task force
formed on April 1 this year by
the Ministry of Labour and
Manpower recommended
sending of 49,352 of the
72,352 Kuwait-Iraq returnees
to different countries in
phases. Some 23,000 re-
turnees have already gone
abroad. ministry sources said.

The task force, headed by a
joint secretary of the ministry
and having representations ol
the Kuwait-lraq Repatriated
Bangladeshi Association
(KIRBAJ. also decided to keep
on pursuing the United Natio-
ns Compensation Comunission
(UNCC) for early disbursement
of the already granted comp-
ensation.

The UNCC. established un-
der the UN Security Council's
resolution no. 692 in 1991 to
review s compensation claims
resulting from Iraqg's invasion
and occupation ol Kuwait, has
so far approved compensation

lo 17,888 Bangladeshis.

The KIRBA has re-cl:ntl}r
asked the returnees wﬂljng
go to foreign countries for jobs
again to send their passports
and all necessary documents to
the Association by May 30.

The ministry, in liaison
with the KIRBA, would later
take the earliest possible steps
concerning the Kuwait-Iraq re-
turnees, who are yet to get
their compensation due to
fund crisis of the UNCC. .

Over 62,000 and 10,000
Bangladeshis were forced to
return home from Kuwait and
Iraq respectively due to’the
Gulf war,

The task force considers
Kuwait, Qatar, South Korea and
Malaysia as some of the most

prospective countries for
sending the Kuwait-Iraq
returnees.

During the recent visits to.
Bangladesh by Kuwaiti Crown
Prince and Prime Minister
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah and Qatari
Foreign Minister Sheikh
Hamad Bin Jassim Bin Jabor
Al-Thani, the issue of more
manpower impert from

See Page 8 Col 3

LTTE attack on Chandrika feared

Tight security around
presidential palace

COLOMBO, May | 8: Soldiers
s¢l up machine guns on
roodtops around Lthe presiden-
lial palace today to prevent a
feared rebel altack on Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga,
reports AP.

The military also stepped
up security checks at Colombo
port, following military intelli-
gence warnings of a possible
attack by Tamil rebels. who are
lighting for autonomy in the
north and east of this Indian
Ocean country.

In the northern
Penpinsula, hundreds of army
troops with tank support ex-
panded their toehold in rebel-
controlled territory yesterday,
moving three kilometres (2
miles) from their bunkers.
Twenty rebels were killed in
the operation and 34 soldiers
wounded, the army spokesman
said. The army base is 310
kilometres (195 miles) north
of Colombo.

Jaffna -

The security alert in the
capital began this evening.
Work al the port came to a halt
as a massive search was
launched for explosives in the
harbour, a gevernment official
said on condition of
anonymity.

Although work resymed to-
day. all cargo and containers
brought in were searched.
Soldiers armed with machine
guns patrolled the quays and
searched vehicles entering the

port area.
Last week, the ment
banned small ships from

entering the port fearing that
the rebels would use them in
terrorist attacks on larger ves-
sels. In the past. the guerillas
have packed small boats with
explosives and rammed war-
ships to destroy them. They
have also, used scuba divers to
plant explosives on navy ships.

In the capital, it was not

See Page B Col 1

40 still missing
in Urirchar,

Sandwip
By Staff Correspondent

The siluation in the coastal
areas and off-shore islands fur-
ther improved yesterday as the
tidal waters continued to re-
cede,

However, the fatt of the 40
people missing in Urirchar
and Sandwip islands were still
not known and the Chittagong-
Cox's Bazar highway remained
submerged by flood waters at
many points for the second day
yesterday.

Lakhs of people were af-
fected as tidal waters and
storms stuck the entire coastal
belt and the off-shore islands
late Monday and Tuesday. The
surging sea-water breached a’
number of [lood-pretection
embankments in the region,
damaging thousands of heme-
steads and destroying standing
Crops.

Our Chittagong correspon-
dent reports that district ad-
ministration officials yesterday

See Page 8 Col 2

Saudi Arabia to
build 50 more

cyclone shelters

The visiting delegation of
Saudi Committee on Cyclone
Grant led by the Deputy
Managing Director of the Saudi
Fund for Development Dr
Abdul Aziz M Ali called on
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman at his office yesterday,
reports LINB. .

They discussed various on-
going Saudi aided projects in
Bangladesh with particular ref-
erence to the construction of
306 cyclone shelters in the
cyclone affecied coastal areas
of Noakhali, Laxmipur, Feni,

Chittagong and Cox's Bazar dis-

tricts. They have committed to
build 50 more cyclone shel-

ters.
Saifur Rahman sought Saudi

assistance for rural electrifica-
tion and requested Saudi help
to procure railway locomotives
and for construction of the
Dwari Ghat Sikarpur bridge at
Barisal.

Ctg Urea Factory

Salinity rise may
delay resumption
of production

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG., May 18:
Resumption of production at
Chittagong Urea Fertilizer
Factory may be delayed due to
uitcace in. the salinity of the
walers ol the Karnaphuli river
after the high tide caused by
the recent depression. official
sources said.

The [actory, which stopped
operation on May 15 due to
nonavailability of required
sweet water, has been incur-
ring production loss of 1700
tons ol fertilizer worth about
Tk 70 lakh a day. said the
General Manager (Operation),

Sec Mige 8 Col 2

One stabbed to

death 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

A youth was stabbed to
death by some unidentified mi-
screants at Shah Alibagh in the
city's Mirpur area yesterday.
police said.

The victim, Jahangir

Hossain, 25, an employee
local gommunity centre, died
on way to hospital.

The motive behind the
killing could not be ascer-

tained immediately. His body
was sent to the Dhaka Medical

College Hospital for autopsy.




