@he Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Ali

Dhaka, Thursday, May 18, 1995

el
Disaster Preparedness

It's only the beginning of Jaishtha and yet the
rains are here in full fierce power. And it's not
reallv the rains alone but a regular disaster season
seems to have struck the whole of our land.
Storms were doing their usual battering business
and suddenly there was a spurt. And along came
the pervasive inundations in the southern dis-
tricts and high tides in the coastal regions.
Together these are disaster enough. The fact that
there is no schedule for the end of such ap-
pointment with cataclysm compounds the prob-
lem limitlessly.

One bout of such disaster can put back an area
by vears virtually pauperising it and bringing to
nought things that it had built up over decades.
And the tally of all the disasters in a year takes a
toll ‘of the nation as a whole, computable in
terms of tens of billions of Taka. But the impon-
derable part of the toll — human suffering and
social degeneration — does outstrip that. Are we
as a nation set to come to grips with this stupen-
dous challenge? An apt appreciation of the true
nature and size of it is as yet awaited.

A Disaster Preparedness Programme as also a

centre of the same name are already on the job
ostensibly denoted by the nomenclature. We are
yet to know much about it. When the disasters
seem to have been almost institutionalised it was
but the fit thing to have an institutional body to
prepare to take on the onslaught. Previously both
anti-strike and t-strike exertions used to be of
the most ad-hoc type. The present effort is defi-
nitely an improvement on that. But we have a
hunch that the set-up may not have been charged
with going the whole hog over the vast range that
the disasters affect. What can such a cell do when
the scale of the challenge is truly nation-sized?

Let us ask ourselves, to illustrate the point, are
we now prepared to reach any offshore island
within hours of an elemental strike of the April
30, '91-size? That time the government of
sovereign Bangladesh took more than a week to
land succour on Sandwip, which is more a main-
land adjunct than a far-flung remote island. Are
we prepared not to repeat the fiasco of all our
past performances in the matter?

ing Telecom Service

The observance of the World Telecommuni-
cation Day yesterday has marked a closer link of
information never known before. While the
advanced countries are opening up new frontiers
and vistas of information technology, the
developing countries are also getting some of its
benefits. But that is mostly at the top-level. The
rest of the country is mostly left out of this in-
formation miracle. The observance of the day
here can be meaningful if this aspect is kept in
mind and focus is directed to bring more and
more of our rural areas under the coverage of
teleccommunication system.

That the task seems to be highly daunting is
not only because of our lack of resource but ‘also
because we cannot make the system efficient
enough to bring down the cost of the service.
Admittedly, telephone service here is one of the
costliest in the world. So immediate attention has

to be paid to make the service less costly, making
the facility available to more and more people. In
this connection the Grameen Bank expressed its
desire to extend telephonic facility to rural areas.
This was not an outlandish expression by minis-
*ters who love to be in the limelight by throwing
novel ideas. The idea came from an organisation
that has practically proved that the poor of the
society are most credit-worthy.

* So here is one area that the Grameen Bank has
drawn our attention to. Now the government can
lend a supporting hand by doing its part of the
job properly. The government, however, needs to
do as much in its own interests. Without an effec-
tive telecommunication system efficient gover-
nance is out of the question. Our international
dialing system has become more or less standard-
ised and stabilised. Now what we need is to im-
prove the quality of service of our internal
telecommunication system. So both expansion
and improvement are in order if we want to join

the international community finding itself in an

information explosion.

Safe Latrine for All

A report from Chalan Beel says that people of
as many as 600 villages have lost interest in vil-
lage sanitary latrines. The latrines that were very
pular ‘among vﬂlsgers for its low cost are no
onger cheap. According to report, the expenses
of manufacturing rh? and slab were jointl
the UNICEF and the Department o
ealth. After the withdrawal of government as-
sistance, a set of ring and slab now costs Tk 405:
- whereas its previous price was Tk 250. This sud-
den rise in price is discour g people from buy-
ing a facility that has virt revolutionised rural

hyﬂetne.

portedly, only eight per cent families of the
Chalan Beel area are u this type of sanitary la-
trine and the rest 92 per cent consider the price
not much appealing. Tk 405 is not, as such, a
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high price for this health-giving facility. But the
fact that it was available for 250 certainly
works as a mental barrier for the village peﬂﬁlﬂ

a

who are {let to fully appreciate the value of suc

facility. Moreover, there are others who cannot
truly afford that much money so easily. And it
seems it is not a case of C Beel alone, the

programme, is equally affected in other areas of
the country.

We consider the sudden change of mind of the

public health department inappropriate. There
are areas where the government certainly needs

to spend some money, because it is wo doing.
People yet to be fully alive to health and h gi:nge
must be assisted — if need be pam — to
avail of the facilities that prove deciding. Safe

disposal of human excreta is

a major problem in
this country. If the lack of gmmmentpas&istance
— 8

pecially after its introduction once — acts as a
disincentive to a healthy habit, we can expect
only further perils in the future. Health for all will
ring hollow. 8o, a government contribution

should better be cons an investment rather

than a subﬂid?r. Because it proves highly paying

&ltimately as it wards off many of the mmgirllnn
Seases. |

Huﬁnmudm
Oday May 10, 1995 when

Eid was being celebrated

in Pakistan (and Kashmir),
Indian security forces surro-
unding the small group of
Mujahideen encamped inside
the holy shrine of Charar-e-
Sharif and attempted to expel
the occupants by force of arms.
Eye witnesses have testified
that the fire which destroyed
the shrine was a deliberate act
of wanton arson on the part of
the attacking troops to gain
their objective,

Quick of the mark, Indian
Internal Security Minister
Rajesh Pilot, immediately put
the blame “squarely” on
Pakistan and threatened that
India "would complete the un-
finished business of taking
over ' (Azad) Kashmir” or
words to that effect: In an
outstanding display of rank
calumny, Indian High
Commissioner in UK appeared
live on BBC last Thursday
morning and lahelled Charar-e-
Sharil as a lindu shrine that
"Pakistanis had desecraled.”
That siatement sel the 1one
for Indian propaganda machine
in a sustained attempt at
“damage control.” [t was not
ull Saturday when foreign cor-
respondents reached the
vicinily of the outrage Lhat
details of Indian perfidv were
sifted by the world media.

Since Rajesh Pilol has ex-
plicitly threatened Pakistan
with war (as no incursion in
Azad Kashmir could be con-
fined to that region),
Pakistan's Foreign Minister,
Sardar Assef All, issued a de-
nial about Pakistan's supposed
involvement in the incident.
He also made it clear that
Pakistan would defend itselfl if
attacked. Consequently, alarm
bells have started to go off all
over the world as the threat of
a possible "Fourth Round” be-
tween Pakistan and India a dis-
tinct possibility.

India put its security forces
on ils borders i a state of high
alert and Prime Minister

Flashpoint Kashmir

by Ikram Sehgal

India seem to have been taken and as the long, hot summer gmmwl:.stnde.lmml?d

Narasimha Rao had called an
all parties conference at short
notice in New Dethi on Sunday
May 14, 1995, '

On her part Pakistan's PM
Ms Benazir Bhutto has strongly
castigated India for the atroc-
ity and called an emer
meeting of the Federal Cabinet
the same evening to consider
the situation and Pakistan's
options. In the face of acceler-
ating escalation, the first steps
leading tb an all out war be-
tween Pakistan and India seem
to have been taken and as the
long, hot summer gets into its
siride. tensions will increase
Lill we cross a mut recog-
nisable fail-safe line. But we in
Pakistan must seriously ask
ourselves. is war the answer to
the Kashmir solution or for
that matter other simmering
disputes between Pakisian and
India? For many reasons that
need to be analysed in some
detail. it is in Pakistan's inter-
est not to go to war while il is
in India’s interest to force the
issue at this time.

The situation inside [ndian
held Kashmir.is that despite
overwhelming numbers, Indian
security forces have not been
able to stop the various
Mujahideen groups from pro-
liferating while the guerilla ac-
tivity has increased in a man-
ner that has stopped economic
and routine activity in the
Valley. Indians have tightened

ri 1 along the Line Of
(g?ro}y [“L]DCI Tl! Kashmir to
avoid material help from
Pakistan and they were given
a surprise gift by the closure of
the logistics route which the

Sikh militants provided to the
Kashmiri Mujahideen through

inerease till

Indian Punjab when PM Ms
Benazir Bhutto “helped” Rajiv
Gandhi (by her own admission)
in the tackling of the Sikh
question during her first
tenure as PM.

In the face of such sanitisa-
tion, any movement that is not
indigenous is bound to fail.
There is no way that any oul-
side force can sustain guerilla
movement ipside Indian-held
Kashmir for so long withoyt
the people of Kashmir them-
selves being inherently in-
volved in the forefront of free-

common knowledge This
withdrawal of traditional sup-
port has led to Congress losing
many state elections.

india may well feel that
Pakistan is diplomatically iso-
lated with only lukewarm sup-
port possible from its tradi-
tional allies iran and China.
With Saudi support emascu-
lated because of US-Iran
diplomatic confrontation. India
would possibly believe that
Pakistan would be hard put to

depend upon outside help to

counter overwhelming Indian

dom struggle. Given that this
armed struggle has now at-
tracted adverse international
pressure for India, intense
diplgmatic activity has intensi

fied to solve the Kashmir dis-
pute. Above all, the Indian
armed forces have been drawn
into 4 debilitating struggle that
is sapping morale and equip-
ment. As an endless black hole
for hard-earned revenues, the
Indians see their “economic
miracle” in jeopardy If there
is no end to the budgetary rev-
enues being drawn into sup-
porting a no-win situation. At
the same time the Congress
Party has seen its support
from Indian Muslims. who
were attracted by jts secular
nature, gradually erode and
translerred to other parties as

‘atrocities and miseries of
Kashmiri Muslim have become

AS ISEEIT

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

e

numbers and sophisticaled

weaponry. With Pakistan's
economy in shambiles and the
armed forces bereft of induc-
tion of new equipment and
spares for some time, India
may surmise that Pakistan
would be at its lowest ebb in
successfully sustaining a war
environment. This is further
jeopardised by the unnecessary
civil strife in Pakistan's only
port city of Karachi

Whereas our struggle in
Alghanistan should have cre-
ated favourable conditions that
would have ensured Alghanis-
tan's help in any future war
with India. a short-sighted
policy has seen India reap the
dividends of a war she
tooth and nail in the 80s as a

. dependable Soviet ally a tacit

acceptance that smuggling of
foodgrains to "neighbouring

we cross a muitually recognisable fail-safe line.

countries cannot be controlled.
Our infrastructure facilities
such as raflways roads, dams,
#ic. are not able to pay for
themselves because of revenue
shortages due to leakages.
Without drawing the private
sector into the country's socio-
economic development, we
cannot hope for economic

emancipation On the other
hand. what we are achieving by
ruining them [inancially? GOP
Is increasingly going to rely on
General Sales Tax (GST) o
make up for its revenues. a
Herculean effort steeped in
frustration in a society that
shuns documentation for the
most part

The blizzard of MOUSs
signed by the present regime
with foreign companies, pri-
marily in the energy sector.
have become the subject of
macabre humour, nothing

more expressive than MAXIM's
cartoon about a beggar asking a
passerby to “at least give an
MOU™ if not some money

There is method to the
Federal Govt's seeming mad-
ness. not the least being its
publicity potential The general
cynicism among the knowl-
edgeable notwithstandirig. the
real target is the mass percep-
tion and the proven gullibility
of the general public when
their aspirations are titillated
by expansive rhetoric. None of
the US$ B0 billion in MOUs
promised to the Soviet Union
during the Gorbachev era ever

saw the light of day. the Soviet .

masses were given a glimpse of
Heaven as their country was
led to systematic destruction

even as Gorbachev's ego was
being stroked by the western
media as an “outstanding”
leader of his time.

The Soviet Union paid the
price for Mr Gorbachev's self
propagation which lasted till
the nation he led became eco-
nomically bankrupt and there-
after the union self-destructied.

Thereafter Gorbachev, having
served his purpose, became
history. The popular (and un-
fulfilled) “Roti, Kapra and
Makan” slogan of the 70s
given by the PM's late father is
another case in point. On the
other hand. even if 15-20 per
cent of the MOUs come to
fruition it would constitute
substantial progress in over-
coming the present India's
interest to stop its hemorrhag-
ing. it is in Pakistan’'s supreme
interest to let the Indians
bleed without going to war

In the meantime. we can-
not afford to put our guard
down as India will certainly
use this opportunity to try and
Balkanize us. incidentally an
interest that western nations
(and Israel) who are apprehen-
sive of our nuclear potential
share. Indians mav launch a
limited incursion in Kashmir,
possibly heliborne operations
o try and cut ofl Pakistani
forces in Azad Kashmir or
launch an air strike against
suspected nuclear facilities in
mainland Pakistan. Already
Neelum Valley has been more
or less cut off by the Indians
for regular supplies. with
about 50-60000 people af-
fected but we have kept our
patience.

We rushed into war in 1948

and 1965 and into a self-cre-
ated no-win situation in 1971

This Lime let's keep our heads
In the end. one can only advise
our leaders 1o keep their coul
and not o succumb to grave
provocation, “"we should not
rush in. where even angels fear
to tread.”

Let More Fruit Trees Enhance Our Wealth, Health and Environment

ABINDRANATH Tagbre
glorified the fruit tree

in his poems and songs

0. mango grove
We come Lo rest

In your tranquil blue-green
shade to take y

Into our souls life rich, life
ever juvenescent.

Life true to earth.....

Tagore not only honoured
the fruit trees in words, but
he had envisioned their im-
portance in our daily life and

‘environment. In any occasion

he patronized plantation and
nurturing of fruit bearing trees.
Today we see and feel his far-
sightedness. Fruils enrich our
lood with providing vitamins,
minerals, usclful filwe Jnd en-
zvmes. Fraits trees  also pro-
vide us with couunon man's
timber. (uel wood. shade and’
protection to our homes. As a
whole, they olfer us sustainable
income and food for good
heath more than any other
groups of trees.

The other day | witnessed a
magnificent scene in southern
Vietnam and Laos -— a

‘Government sponsored ‘mas-

sive tree plautalion pro-
gramme. Those saplings were
of {ruit-trees like mango. man-
gosteen. litchi. ponwelo. guava,
carambola. tamarind and many
others. Theré the government
placed first priority to fruit
trees for national health and
harmonious environment for
human habitat. Per capita an-
nual intake of fruit 'in those
two countries is over 60 kg.
Let us now look at our
country's scenario. Our per
capila consumption of fruits is
about 12 kg, very low indeed
compared with our neighbour-
ing countries. This insuffi-
ciency augments the misery of
our overall poor diet vis-a-vis
protein. vitamins and minerals.
As a consequence. blindness

among children, skin and oral’

diseases due (o deficiency of

vitamins A, B and C are com-
‘mon. Anemia, goiter, dental

diseases are due Lo insuffi-
clency of minerals like iron.
iodine and calcium.. Fresh
fruns and vegetables are rich
in these nutrients. =

But when we start scanning
through fact sheets we are
amazed to find some alarming
fac
of g
ing our horticultural —
fruits, vegetables, spices, flow-
ers. In 1992, the contribution
of the .
GDP was about 35 per cent.
Crops contribute 30 per cent
while the rest comes from for-

e
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Sir. Bangladesh Shipping
Corporation was set up in
1972 as a national fag carrier
to facilitate the country's im-
port and export trade. It
started [rom a scratch and
went on acquiring new ships
and vessels. It incurred losses,
but hoped that after a few
years il would be a viable or-
ganisation. But that was not to
be. As years passed by, it failed
to gain strength and vigour and
its losses instead of going
down, is gradually mounting.
There i no sign that it "will
ever become a viable organisa-

tion. :
A number of reasons may be

T attributed to its failure. The

e sector to the -

- vested

A taste of luscious mango:
Healthy habit (above) and the
century-old mango tree ai
Kallyanpur, Chapai Nawabgaryj.
— Photos by the author. '

est products. livestock and
fisheries. In relation 1o crops.
cereals account for 73 per
cent and horticultural crops,
only 12 per cent — fruits 6.0
per cent, vegetables 3.7 per

" cent and spices 2.3 per cent.

The contribution of other
crops are as follows : jute 3.2
per cent, sugarcane 3.3 per
cent tea 2.3 per cent , pulses
2.8 per cent and oilseeds 2.3
per cent. In other words, after
rice still, horticultural crops’
contribution is the most signif-
icant.

Unfortunately, despite their
importance in general nutri-
tion and their contribution to
the national income, public in-
vestment in research and de-
velopment Tfor horticultural
crops is insignificant com--
pared Lo other crops. Jute.
sugarcane, tea, fishery, live-
stock have their own research.
training and development in-
stitutes.

Let us now talk about an-
other limitation to horticulture
development. We all know that

- Bangladesh is one of the most

densely populated countries in

- the world. Land/man ratio is

accordingly the lowest. About
58 per cent of the land is used
for crop husbandry. Very small
piece of lgnd is available
around the homestead, road-
side and other places as cul-

- tivable waste for meaningful

tree plantation outside forest
land. It is also unfortunate, that
in the last few decades, tree
plantation programme had
been launched on those non-
forest areas mostly with [orest

healthy trade unionism, mis-
management. corruption and
lethargy. The taxpayers can't
afford tp spoon-feed this white
elephant vear after year. Most
of the ships of the corporation
were acquired new. Private
shipping companies are earn-
ing handsome profit by acquir-
ing old, junk and second-hand
ships. This is due to good
management, hardwork and
proper accountability.

Hence, it is felt that the
Corporation should be disin-
in national interest
without further delay and the
existing fleet sold by public
auction. Why should the gen-
eral public pay for say. mis-
deeds and inefficiency of a few

Bangladesh Shipping 7 principal among them are un-

. terested

and semiforest plant species.

- Those species have some im-

portance, but cannot surpass
the [ruit species in terms of
national importance vis-a-vis
general nutrition and other
utilities. On the other hand,
forest areas which amount to

only 14 per cent of the coun-
try’s total land area are not
fully covered by trees. A recent
survey shows that about 25 per
cent of the area is not covered

* in the Sundarbans and 50 per

cent in protected forest areas
are” not covered. The  forest
department should concen-
trate on the consoclidation of
forest by replanting foresi
species to improve the forest
resources of the country.

Now whal are the options
open o0 us for better utilization
of those available lands outsicle
the forest area? Should we go
for all-purpose fruit trees or
forest species? We can now
draw a conclusion from the
above discussion that horticul-
tural crops, particularly fruit
trees, are very important for
our nation's general health,
homestead environment and
sustainable income generation.
Now comes the question of
priority. Isn't the nation's
health comes first, impor-
tancewise, or are we just in-
in quality timber?

Considering the whole situa-
tion, the following observations
and recommendations are put
forward for the overall devel-
opment of horticultural crops
in the country :

Institution : Research on

thousand stall of an Orgallisa-
tion. Its. manpower may be
brought under golden hand-
shake scheme and sent home
batich by batch. Will the
Parliamentary Commiitee on
Ministry of Shipping rise to
the occasion and do something
in this regard?

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment. Dhaka

Attention Milk Vita

Sir, The other day | pur-
chased a 450 gm container of
Milk Vita Ghee which did net
carry any manufacturing or ex-
piry date. Moreover, the price
was not also mentioned on tho
container. Still the BDSTI seai

was marked on it,
| would request the Milk

by Dr Noazesh Ahmed

the horticultural crops is being
carried out by a division of the
Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Institute (BARI).
Extension and development
are being executed by the

Department of Agricultural

Extension [(DAE), and BADC.

Horticultural crops comprise
only a com nt of the Food
Crops Wing of DAE and a divi-
sion of BADC. Viewing the nu-
tritional importance and eco-
nomic contribution of fruit
crops, horticultural science,
however, demands an inde-
pendent organization fully re-
sponsible for its development
and extension. The Govern-
ment should give serious
consideration to such or-
ganization regarding its struc-
ture and functions. Many Asian

countries have such exclusive

organizations for horticuliure
development.

Planting Materials : Quality
planting materials (seed. vege-
tative materials] are rather
scarce al present. Quality
planting malterials are particu-
larly important in case of [ruit
crops because of their long
term existence. High yielding
and disease and pest resistant
varieties in fruits, vegetables
and spices are paramount for
horticulture development. So
our research organizations and
private agencies should give
priority  to deveéloping these
materials through both con-
ventional methods and ad-
vanced techniques like tissue

culture and genetic engineer- .
ing. Tree crops require much

i = Sr—

Vita authn-ﬂty Lo give Manu/
Expiry mark (with dates) and
the price on the container.

Kazi Nasim Ahmed

131/2. Malibagh
Dhaka-1217.

Market economy

Sir. In this space age we are
any. neiny vears behind de
veloped and advanced coun
iries.

We import almost every-
thing from condensed milk leo
railway engine eqguipment and

1st Lane,

mgchinerics. avtomohile. ships
and aeroplanes and military
hard -wire

We v i lareign counliries
for 1ol bng 1o learn as 1o how

o handle, operate, repair and
maintain those equipment.
machineries

where potential land is so lim-

o -II.

-
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longer time for the develop-
ment ol improved germplasm
or cultivars than annual plant
crops. For a significant devel-
opment in horticulture; supe-
rior planting materials and
their improved production
techniques must be available at
reasonablecost throughout the

~country. -

¥

Survey : The potential loca-
tions for horticultural devel-
opment are not yet well de-
[ined in consideration of
country’'s agro-ecological
zomes. The potential areas spe-
cific to particular crops must
be identified. This is a prereg-
uisite for planning the horti-
culture development. The gov-
ernment should make neces-

sary amendments in the land
policy for horticultural devel-

opment. The hilly and high
land areas of the have
potential for fruit cultivation.
What we need is a master plan
for horticulture development
complete with crop specific
locations. production policy,
post-harvest technology for in-
dividual crops, facilities for
processing. storage and mar-
keting.

Tree Plantation : A tree
plantation cam has been
launched in the country since
the sixties without a definite
objective and philosophy.. In
many cases, fancy and decora-
tive plants were being planted
by the country's dignitaries.
For a country like Bangladesh
where [ruits are urgently re-
quired for general health and

Howe wainid 1o nsvnualactare
sonie goods annd articles ol our

own even looth paste, textiles,

crockerfes. cosmetics. plastic
bucket or jug we are required
to import foreign machineries
and eguipment and also raw
materials.

Can we think about compet-
ing with developed and indus-
trialist countries?

Market economy is a curse
for the under-developed and
poor countries like us. But it is
a greal blessing lor G-7. EU
and NAFTA countries for cap-
turing world market and ex-
porting their goods and com-
modlities withoul any restric-

tion and limitation

In ancient and mediaeval

periods some. countries con-

the

~ growers.

ited, the question of

comes naturally. Here the
common wisdom tells us that
plantation of fruit trees should

gel first priority. If that is the
case, we should develop pro-
grammes for planting rui tree
on a national emergency basis
and we should offer appropri-
ate guidance for planting the
In the future tree planting
prograimmes. the government
should Lake appropriate mea-
sures so Lthat lruit trees get top
priority. In this way Korea,
Thailand. lndia and Vietnam
nwow are not only preducin

- sulficient fruits Jor their citi-

zens, bul Have also gained lu-
crative export markets flor
their fruit products.

Investment and !

. Traditionally. perenmnial fruit
culture got litfle priority in the
couniry because of its vasi
Nood plains. land lragmenta-
tion and lood habit of the peo-
ple. Quality fruits used to. come
[rom other parts of ‘the sub-
continerit during the British
and Pakistan periods, Even
after 1971 very little invest-
ment in rwit culiure has been
made by the public or the pri-
vale sector. Given the recent
advancement of’ horticulture

research in the Ton . Qquality
[ruits can be grdwn now in
Bangladesh with the intreduc-
tion of appropriate cultivars
and production (echniques.
Invesument in fruit cultivation
by both the public and the pri-
vate secior would be required
as a calalyst 1o break t the pre-
seni stagnancy. Appropriate
markeling lacilities and n-
proved post-harvest handling
techniques should be rendered
by the government agencies to
traders. seed pro-
ducers and private nurseries,

- In conclusion, we may say
that the potentiality of fruit
‘culture in the country should
be manipulated wisely with
strong scientiflic support.
Above all the government's
firm commitinent and prudent
progranunes are a necessary
prerequisites to underpin such

development thrust.
Let us Lake note Tagore's
wisdom again. [rom his ad-

dress on Rural Reconstruction

...... Fruits of a tree allure us
not just for a lump of raw nu-
“trition. tempt us for their
tasie, colour and flavour. Their
calls are (he invitations: of
amity and affection....,

- The writer is an eminent
agricultural scientist awl a
photographer of intermational
repme’.

epuereel Lo casd tervitogies ol
other countries Lo establish
their power. and supremacy.
Today no country needs o
commit such heinous act. The
markel economy is amiable
and sullicient enough to serve
the purpose. Survival of the
littest’ has been the slogan .ol

the world lor all the times.
We are o against market

economy. But we strongly feel
that smuggling and impeort ol
certain goods and commaody
ties should be tolally banned so
as to enable us 1o stand on owr
own leet and thus help grow a
market economy in our own
country for our own survital

and not Lo make our county 4
sale haven lor foreign gooxds
O H Kabw

Dhaka | 2008



