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Business leaders speak out
Today M H. Khan Chairman
Pesticides Assochiation of
Bangladesh

Tomorrow M R. Ali
Chairmai. Shippers Counetl
of Bangladesh

See details on page 6
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Flashpoint
Kashmir

by Ikram Sehgal
Page 4

International

Delhi plans to deploy
Prithvi despite US
“wopposition
China's N-test
disappointing, says
Austrahhan FM
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Business

Industnal investment
showing upward trend :
BOI

ROK okays pilot invest-
ment projects in DPRK
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STOCK MARRET
DSE Index 760.49 (-0.16%)
Market capitalisation Tk 45.04 billion
Transachions in volume 65050
Transactions in value Tk 17.88 million
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Lucky breaks; Making
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Metropolitan
Dhaka Dav by Day

Proawnatimg Maodelling
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NEWS BRIEFS
Chirac declared
French president

FARIS. May 17: Gaullist
Jareques Chirac was declared
Frenah President toaday at an
Elvsee Palace ceremony usher-
ing in a mew era ol right-wing
power. Sixiv-two vyear old
Chirac. who 1s Laking over
frown Secialist Franceis Mitter-
rand was declared president
by censtitutienal council
chasrman Roland Dumas. who
read out presidential election
resulis giving Chirac 52 6 per
vent of the May 7 vote. reports

" Plot to kill Bal
: 6 held

NEW DELHI. May 17 Six
prople were arrested in the
weslern port city of Bombay on
charges ol plotting te kill a
firebrand Hindu Leader whose
party rules India's financial
capital, Lhe Press Trust of
india said Tuesday. Bombay s
joint police comymissioner R §
Sharma wid the news agency
Tuesday that the six. including
a Muslim named Fazal, had
been arrested on charges of
planning the assassination of
Bal Thackery. reports AFP.

Lankan local
polls postponed

COLOMBO. May 17: The

government today posiponed
local elections by a vear with-
oul assigning any reasons. The
volting lor 237-village. town
and municipal councils in June
woulld have been the first test
of popularity for the People's
Alliance government.
KARACHI, May 17 Gunmen
attacked an army vehicle
Wednesday. killing one soldier
and wounding another. police
said. No one immediately
claimed responsibility for the

killing and police refused tﬂ’

speculate. More Lhan 400 have
died violentily this year in
Karachi. reporis AP,
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rules out dialogue

Talukdar’s claim -

Awami League General
Secretary Zillur Rahman yes-
terday ruled out any dialogue
with the ruling party until it
gives a deelaration accepting
in principle the Opposition
demand for immediate elec-
tions under a neutral caretaker
government. reports UNB.

BNP Secrelary General
Abdus Salam Talukdar’'s pro-
posal for dialogue is but a mere
drama and abortive bid to con-
fuse the people. Rahman said
in a statement.

He issued the statement to
protest Talukdar's Tuesday's
press statement branding the
Awami League as an Indian
agent and making some
*indecorous” remarks about
Sheikh Hasina.

Salam Talukdar's statement
was not only untrue, distorted
and indecorous but also a
“delirious ulterance of a help-
less politician”, said the AL

General Secretary.

Rahman sald the BNP
Secretary General issued his
stalement just a day after he
had offered a dialogue. His in-
decorous words like “acting”,
“past misdeeds” about Sheikh
Hasina are designed to vitiate a
pre-dialogue atmosphere in a
subtle way.

The AL leader recalled that
Talukdar had made similar
comments about Sheikh
Hasina. the Awami League and
its leaders at the BNP confer-
ence in Chittagong a day alter
he had telephonic conversa-
tion with him about dialogue
on April 17.

Il any one has anything to
say against any remarks made
at any public meeting that can
be said from his party's public
meeting, Rahman said. But
Salam Talukdar's statement
reacting to Sheikh Hasina's
reported remarks at Barguna
public meeting is "motivated
and ill-designed.”

Reful'.l
that the BHF will prnml:l in-
dependence and ty of
Bangladesh, Rahman said it is
ludicrous and farce when the
BNP had made anti-liberation
elements president, prime
minister and minister and
formed government with the
direct support from anti-liber-
ation foreces.

The AL General Secretary
said Salam Talukdar should
know that Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had
sent the Indian troops back
within one and a half months
and consolidated the country's
independence and sovereignty.

It was Bangabandhu who
had brought 44 000 cusec
Ganges water through Farakka
by means of an accord with
India. But despite visits to
India twice, Prime Minister
Begum Zia failed to reach any
agreement with India on shar-
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BGMEA decides total elimination

of child labour by Oct 31

The Bangladesh Garment
Manulacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEAJ yesterday
rejected signing of a proposed
memorandum of understand-
ing with some international
organisations and NGOs for the
phased elimination of child
labour from the garment fac-
Lories. _ =

Instead. in an extra-ordi-
nary general meeting. the
menibers ol the association
passéd a resolution seeking
complete elimination ef child
labour by October 31 next.

"Following threadbare dis-
cussions. the majority of the
general members voted against
the conclusion of the proposed
MOU and agreed upon BGMEA

(Q ,nulir.e an unilateral lara-
Foh for m:rwm-m

child labour by 31 October
19985." Redwan Ahmed, MP,
president of the association,
old newsmen at a press brief-

The MOLl! was initiated to
stave ofl adverse effect of the
intreduction of "Child labour
deterrence act” in the US
Congress sceking to stop the
import of goods 1nade by nusing

Byv Staff Correspondent

child lubeur, on the country's
gariment exports. The US is

the single largest export mar-

ket for Bangladeshi ready-
made garments.

The draft of the MOU was
prepared afier prolonged ne-
gotiations = with the US

‘Ambassador in Banpladesh and

other US olficials. The MOU
was o be signed by BGMEA,
the Asian-American Free
Labour Institute {(AAFLI). a US-
based organisation particularly
active in pushing the MOU;
UNICEF. the Centre’ for
Development Research,
Bangladesh [(CRDB) and the
American-Bangladesh
Economic Forum (ABEF).

It comtained comprehen-
sive, ﬂ];f::viqi s for survey, edii-
‘catfbn *a itoting
grammmes lor Lthe phased elimn-
ination of child labour from the
garment sector in Bangladesh
by September 1. 1997.

Among the 352 members of

the association present at the

meeling, 311 voted against
concluding the MOU while
onlv. 4] voted in favour,

Redwan Aluned said.
Many of the BGMEA mem-

h-El'E al the meeting were par-,

ticularly critical about allowing
NGOs to interfere in the mat-
ter. "We won't accept any in-
terference of any NGO. If the
international organisations like
UNICEF and ILO and the US
embassy were involved then
we would have no objections.”
he gquoted some members as
having said.

Many of the members also
guestioned whether signing of
the MOU would in any way
help the exports of Hanglowlesh
lo the US and Canadian inar-
keis. when the praclice of ver-
ilication on thé use ©l child
labour by the agents of the im-
porters already exists and
compulsory certification is re-

q : » Ahmed added.
? sakd that the
members, however, unani-

mously agreed for total elimi-
nation of the use of child
labour from the garment sec-
tor. The majority of the gen-
eral members felt that there
was already adequate machin-
ery to monitor compliance
with the country's labour laws,
which provide clear detéer-
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Agriculture sector stagnant
ADP a

below 5pc

ocation now

I

By Staff Correspondent

The agricullure sector has
become stagnant ever the last
few years due to lack of proper
management of soil. poor irri-
gation, decline in the use of
High Yielding Variety (HYV)
seeds and droughts, Agricul-
ture Secretary Akhtar Ali said
vesterday.

He also referred to Lhe
cent ineflicient distribution
[ertiliser.

"ADP allocation for agricul-
ture is declining since 1990,
Now it is below five per cent,”
he said at a dialogue on the
agriculture sector of the
Independent Review of
Bangladesh's Development
(IRBD). imitiated by the Centre
for Policy Dialegue (CPD).

to studies by agri-
culture scientists the
said the recent fertiliser crisis
and drought have resulied in a
shortfall of three million
tonnes of rice,

"The coumtry will have 1o
import rice worth US dollars
800 miillion for this shortfall ~

re-
of

he pointed out.

He informed the session
that agriculture research units
would be put under the rev-
enue budget from the next fis-
cal to improve their fund posi-
tions and systems.

The session chaired by Prof
Rehman Sobhan was also ad-
dressed by, among others, Dr
K A S Murshid of BIDS, Matia
Choudhury of Awami League,
Maudood Ahmed of Jatiya
Party. Rashed Khan Menon of
Workers' Party. former agricul-
ture secretary M A Syed. Dr
Hasanuzzaman of Planning
Commission. Dr Nuimuddin
Chowdhury and others.

A draft agriculture policy
with strategies for the next 20
o 25 years has already been
prepared by a task force of sci-
entists, Akhtar Ali pointed out.

He said that to overcome
pricehike of fertiliser, the
Bangladesh Chemical Indus-
tries Corporation [(BCIC) was
pl.unung o intreduce seasonal
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Imran weds
Jemima

LONDON May 17 Former
Pakistan cricket captain Imran
Khan and his British heiress fi-
ancee have gone through a
Muslim marriage ceremony in
Purts. British newspapers re-
puried today. says AP.

The Daily Telegraph said
the quiet family ceremony,
conducted by an limam from a
Paris mosque. look just two
miiniles,

The tableid Daily Mail car-
ried a picture of loran and 21-
year-old Jemima Goldsmpith,
both clad in marriage robes
traditional in Pakistan. oulside
the Paris home of the bride's
father. British linancier Sir
James Goldsimith.

We have had an Islamic
wedding. the newspaper
gquoted hmwran as saying, while
Ms Goldsmith, wearing a mus-
tard robe over (loral trousers,
added. "It has taken place —
now can we have a nice holiday
on our own please?”

The Daily Express. danother
tabloid. quoled the bride s
mother. Lady Annabel Golds-
mith. as saying the couple will
still go through with a civil
ceremodty wi Britain in June
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First phase of
Z1A runway

project over

By Reaz Ahmad

The first phase of the Taka -
32-crore Runway Overlay Proj- |
ect (ROP) at Zia Intematiunal

Airport (ZIA) is over and the,
» first ever recarpeting of the

ZIA gangway would be
compleled by early July.

. Sources in the Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB)
told The Daily Star that the
major lask of crack repairing
has already been completed.

The 10,500-foot ZIA run-
way, constructed in the late
60's, was opened for regular
flight operation on December
28, 1979. Since then, it was
never carpeted and over the
years many big potholes devel-
oped on the gangway. The ROP
would give an eight-inch new
layer on the runway.

The recarpeting project is
also aimed at upgrading the
ZIA {rom a 'Category-1" airport
to a 'Caledgory-3' one,

CAAB sources said the work

See Page 12 Col 7

Hasina visits
storm-hit people
- at Barisal

BﬁRIEH.L May 17: Awami
Sheikh
Hasina today visited two tem-
porary relief camps in the
town and directed her party
leaders and workers to stand
by the people affected by the

tidal surge and storm, reports -

UNB.
The camps were set up at
Enayetullah Government

Prifnary School and Daliluddin
Primary School. Some 500 to

600 people from nearby Palas-

“hpur and adjoining areas loca-

ted on the bank of Kirton-
khola river took shelter in the
schools after being rendercd
homeless.

The camp authorities, how--

ever, said every hour nmew
people were coming from the
nearby submerged areas for

this morning, Hasina said
people of the southern parts
were neglected. No develop-
meént works were carried out
in this area although the gov-

erimient s clanndng winves ol
dey clopmeit in the country
for jouar years.

"The Prime Minister and

See Page 12 Col 6
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Convenience

Tidal waters recede as
depression weakens

By Staff Correspondent

The land depression over

‘Khulna, Jessore and Faridpur
- regions weakened yesterday

and moved north-east in the
direction of Indian state of
Tripura last night.

Al least 45 people, mostly
children, were missing in
Sandwip island and Chokoria
under Cox's Bazar district as
high tides and storms struck
the
country
Tuesday.

The tidal waters, mpanwhile

late Monday and

. began receding yﬂst:rda}'

Met Office. however, fore-
caslt heavy rainfall. accompa-
nied by gusty to squally wind
with a speed of 50 to 60 km
per hour over Chlttag‘ong
Division today.

Maritime ports of Mongla
and Chittagong have been d-
vised to keep hoisted 'rI..I(dI
cautionary signal number
three. while all fishing boats

and trawlers over north Bay -

entire coastal belt of the -

are lo  remain in shelter till
fiirther information.

All flights from Chitlagong
Air Port were cancelled +ill
yesterday evening due to in-
clement weather and inunda-
tion of the runway, airport
sources said. In Chittagong
Port. loading and unloading of
ships could not be held.

Meanwhile, our correspon-

dent from Barguna reports that

the missing passenger launch.

carrying an estimated 200
people, was found safe with all
on board in a canal in the dis-
yesterday. The launch had
drifted off course in the storm.
Our Cox's Bazar correspon-
dent says: Road communica-
tion between Chittagong and
Cox's Bazar was cut off at three
different places due to onrush
of water from the hills.
Over 40.000 people in five
thanas were marooned due to
the, sudden surge of sea water
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yam areas in Lhe cily were lnundated dui! tu the 1m:essant
rain for the last two days. This picture was taken from the

Secretariat area yesterday.
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Pakistan can settle 25000 more

families at Mianwali : SPGRC

Thousainds ol siranded
Pakistanis hiving in ditferent
caimps in Bangladesh, awaiting

repalriation,. can be acconimo-
dated at Mianwali of Pakistan's
Punjabh province where the
Afghan refugees were shel-
lered

This was stated by Muham-
mad Nasin Khan, Chiel Patron
ol 1the Stranded Pakistants
General Repatriation Counmi-
lee (SPGRC) lalking 1o The
Daily Star. he saxd that at leaslt
25 000 amnlies could be ac-
comiuodated at the 'existing
promises il Mianwah. He also
sdaitd that 1000 flats con-
structed in Mianhchunnu in
Punjab., 130 miles from its

capital Lahore, to house the
repaltriated Pakistanis remain
emply because only 57 families
have gone there since the
repailiiation mmove resumed in
Janary. 1993 alter long 19
Ve,

Pakistan will have to start

taking Dack its stranded citi-
Zens whonoever ctluge or linan-
cial dillicvuliies 1t may face,’

By M Anwarul Haq

commuiied o svror dlipleimat
at the Forvwn Minisiry, -
Another senmor ollicial also
said thal every country has its
share of ethnic and domestic
problems and this should net
deter taking back its own peo-
ple. Besides., he added, funds
would be forthcoming frem the

Rabitat and other sources
when a plan ol mﬂm was
bt ken

e issue. ol rrpalﬂluun
had been Laken up at almost
every high-level meeting be-
tween leaders ol Pakistan and
Bangladesh, but hadrm a
very lukewarm response I'rﬂm
Islamabad. Even d the re-
cend visit of Prhm
Begum Khaleda Zia to Pakistan,
the issue was raised. Her
Pakistani counterpart Benazir
Bhutwo reporiedly sald she
would look into the issue bul
no LJoncrele mmoves are Iin
sight. A special jeint commit-
lee sel up in Lhis regard has
also reportedly not met in the
lasl lwo yeurs.

Foreign Ministry officials

say they are wary ol push
the issue ’ 0o gnich; | i
might put a strain on sl -
ing friendly relations” betweer
the two geuniries.

But observers noted that
such a large number of
refugees continued to be an
enormous burden on the coun-
try's economy .aiwd might also
créate a new ethnic and eco-
nomic problem if it was not
resolved in the immediate fu-
lure.

After the repatriation of
only 325 stranded Pakistanis
in 1993. an estimated
2.38.000 continue to live in
some 60 camps in Bangladesh.

In a way, a considerable
number or a large segmen! of
the able-bodied stranded
Pakistanis. commonly known
as Biharis, continued to min-
gle with the local population.

and were actively involved in

different fields or vocations.
"The Biharis are having il

both ways. They are enjeving

our hospilality and also Laking
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Drug addiction
destroying
youths: Khaleda

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday urged
the aflluent section of the so-
ciety to come forward in aid of
the suffering humanity, reports
UNB

"The government aione
cannot remove the sufferings
of 12 crore people ... An afflu-
enit man can bring about
change in the life of a poor
mar.” she said.

The Prime Minister was in-
augurating the 8th annual con-
vention of the Lions Club
International District-315A at
the city's Sonargaon ‘1.3 in
{ the morning,

Relerring to drug addiction
increasing afflicting the
youths, she said, "Addiction of
drugs is pushing the new gen-
eration on the verge of de-
struction.”

She stressed the need for
crealing mass awareness and
urged members of the Lions
Clubh to resist the drug menace,
She termed the slogan of the

See Page 12 Col 7

Mostafiz briefs
EU envoys on
important 1ssues

- Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman yesterday
hrieted ambassadors of the
European Umon on important
miltilateral and bilateral is-
sues. Teports HINB.

Durmg the meeting at the

Foreign Ministry. he men- .
lioned the recent SAARC
Sl 0 New Delhd and
specially referred 1o the
SAARC Preierential Trading

Arrangement (SAPTA) and the
iriter-Ministerial Cooperation
Agreement between European .
Commission and SAARC,
" He olso told the Dhaka-
based ElJ envoys that the Chai-
rian ot the SAARC Council of
Ministers would meet the
troika ol European lUnion in
New York during every UNGA
session, said a Foreign Office
RECSH FEIEARE. wcrm g iigrrw
See Page 12 Col 6

Manzur murder case

Hearing deterred
to June 1
| From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. May 17: The
| hearing of Manzur murdcr case
in the court of Chief Met-

1 the

ropolitan Magistraté (CMM)
was deferred to June 1 since
the Lhree accused - ex-army
oflicers could not be produced
before the court today.

The prosecution said that
accused could not be
brought to the court from their

.1:*'-"";

MMMmM:-uiﬁ,Hmilmthntr.mwm;

et

morning.

e
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By Staff Correspondent

A woman was injured and at
least two hundred shops were
gutted in a fire at Mirpur in
Lhe city vesterday morning.

One Monwara, 35. received

burfnjuries, medical source
Saudl

The inferno originated from
electric short circuit at
Mohammadia market at

Mirpur Section-11 at about 11
am, Pallabi police said.

The flame engulfed the tin-
shed market and burnt 170

shops of cloths, stationary and
garments.

The fire also spread to the
adjacent Society Market where
another 30 shops were gutted.

Fire fighters took more
than two hours te extinguish
the blaze. ;

Protest in Kashmir continues

India rules out third

country mediation

NEW DELHI May 17" India
today ruled out fhird country
mediation in Kashmir, where
lite was crippled for the sev-
enth straight day with protests
over the burming of a venerated
Islamic shrine. reports AFP.

Indian External Alfairs
Minister Pranab Mukherjee
said New Delhi was committed
to resolving all its disputes
with Islamabad. including over
Kashmir, bilaterally and peace-
fully. “There is no scope for

any third country invelve-

ment.” he told parliament
here. “The Indian nt
has (taken) and continue
to take all steps to the
international y of the
facts regarding (Kashmir)."

Pranab accused Pakistan,
which disputes Kashmir's
ownership, of aiding and abet-

ting o Muslim separatist cam-
paicty i the troubled state that
has lell more than 11,000
people dead since 1988,

Pakistan also constantly
whipped up anti-India propa-
ganda over Kashmir, India's
only Muslim=majorily slate,
and tried to inmternationallise
the issue, he added.

“These negative arctions of
Pakistan vitiate the atmo
sphere of bilateral relations
and run counter to universally
accepted normals of inter-
state relations,” Pranab said.

Pranab's statement came as
the Kashmir valley remained
paralysed for the seventh sir-
aight day today with protests
over laslt week's burning of a
15th- century Islanric shrine
in the Kashmir town ol Charar

See Page |2 Col 8

respoective jails due tu natural
calanity. 1

. See Page 11 Col 6

KNM resumes
partial
production

~ KHULNA, May 17: Khulna
Newsprint Mills (KNM) re-
sumed production partially at
3:00 pm today, after 65 hours
of closure due to abnormal
salinity in the river water used
in the mills, reports UNB.

The mills went into pro-
duction seven hours ahead of
schedule and is now able to

| produce 65 metric tons of

newsprint per day.

The authorities had to stop
operation of the mills on May
| 17 at 10:00 am as salinity in-
creased in the river Bhairab
and the Madhumati. High
salinity may cause serious
damage to boilers and turbines.
Belore the stoppage, the mills
had a daily production capacity
of 140 metric fons.

Chinese citizen
murdered 1n

city hotel
By Staff Correspondent

A Chinese citizen was al-
legedly murdered in the old
part ol the city yesterday.

Police recovered the body
of one Ling Jlang, 65, from in
front of the Hotel Mustari at
Nawabpur Road under
Sutrapur thana at about 6 pm
yesterday.

Police found injuries in his
legs, sources in detective’
branch said.

Jiang had been staying at
the hotel for last four years and
worked In a tannery at
Hazaribagh for long time, po-
lice Source said.

The motive of the killing
could not be known immedi-
ately.

A ‘ease under the Section
302/34 has been lodged with
the Sutrapur thana in this re-
gard.

Tue body was sent to the
| Mitford Hospital for autopsy.




