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the acute traffic problem in the eepltal Very few people use the overbridges or the zebra
e:eeemgn despite repeated media eempmgne by the authorities.
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Reports on Mugabe's
wedding: 3 charged

with defamation

HARARE, May 16: Three
newspaper executives were
formally charged with criminal
defamation Monday over re-
ports that President Robert
Mugabe had secretly married
his secretary, reports AFP.

Salam Talukdar

Fﬁnnl‘:%l

tory an@™Patfiolism of the
twelve crore people within the
geographical boundary of
Bangladesh.

Referring to Awami League
leader's reported remarks that
"the BNP is the agent of India."
he said that it was not the BNP
but the "Awami League which
was known to the people. of
this country as the agent of
India.” The ©people of
Bangladesh know that it is the
Awami League which signed
the ‘accord of slavery for 25
years with India in 1972,
Talukdar said adding that it
was the Awami League gov-
ernment which allowed India
to commission of the Farakka
barrage without protest.

Salam Talukdar said that
the 'so-called secularism’' of
the Awami League was in line
with India. where Sheikh
Hasina on several occasions
spread venoms about the peo
ple of this country during her
visits. Therefore, he pointed
out. il was known to the peo-

ple which political party has -

maximum love for India.

The BNFP leader also said
that the Awami League presi-
dent is now showing an anti-

Indian posture only to confuse
the people and to come to
power. He said the Awami
League was now using catchy
words only to confuse the peo-
ple which was their old politi-
cal tactic.
- He made a requeet to
Sheikh Hasina to think of the
past activities of her party be-
fore making remarks. Because
‘the BNP leader said. the con-
_scious. people of the country
'hed net forgotten their mis-

Call to include
Nepal 1n process
of Farakka
solution

RAJSHAHI, May 16: Works
Minister Barrister Rafiqul
Islam Mia today said the north-
western region of the country
is being
salinity of the southern zone is
increasing due (o the impact of
the Farakka barrage. reports
UNB.

"We need an effective plan
with suitable suggestions te
overcome the water crisis cre-
ated by India.” he said while
addressing a eeminar here to-
day. .
The seminar on "Social,
Economic, Political and En-
vironmental Impact of Farakka
in Bangladesh” was arranged in
observance of Farakka Day
today at the Senate Building of
the Rajshahi University. =

"Not only India, but also
Nepal must be included in the
process of the solution of
Farakka problem.” he told the

seminar.

desertified and the

iife-term for

murdering wife

By Court Correspondent

The court of the Second
Additional District and Sessio-
ns Judge, Dhaka, yesterday
convicted and awarded life-
term to one person for
murdering his wife.

Judge Akhlagqur Rahman
Chowdhury found accused Arif
Hossain, who is absconding,
guilty of having killed his wife
Seema at their village home in
Bamansur of Keraniganj thana

under Dhaka district on the

night of June 19, 1992.

Arif grievously assaulted his
wife before strangling her. He
later fled to escape arrest.

The trial was held in absen-
tia. The punishment will begin
immediately upon the convict's
arrest, the cowrt ruled. The
court also fined Arif a sum of
Taka 10,000 and, in default, to
serve a further two years.

Assistant Public Prosecutor

Berhanuddin conducted the
case on behalf of the State.

Telecom Day
From Page 1
Setretary of the Ministry of
Telecommunications and the
Secretary General of the ITU
have given separate messages.

To mark the day, the
Telegraph and Telephone
Board has arranged a TV dis-
cussion and radio talks in the
Dhaka. Chittagong.  Rajshahi
and Rangpur centres of Radio
Bangladesh.

In observance of the day,
_the BCS (Telecom) Association
will hold a seminar at the audi-
torium of the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET) today
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman will attend the semi-
nar as the chief guest while
the Telecommunications Min-
ister Tariqul Islam, Secretary
of the Ministry M- Hafizuddin,
T & T Board Chairman M H

Chowdhury will be the special

guests. The association will
also bring out a souvenir.

Dépends on two leaders|

From Page 1

Daily Star after the telephonic |

conversation. He  said he will
convey the message to Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina
- when she returns to Dhaka
after her trip to the southern
region. He told Talukdar that
he will get back to him after
- discussing the proposal with
Hasina and other colleagues.
What Talukdar had said

about the new offer soundeds

logical.

According to him, the cur-
rent contacts between the
government and the opposi-
tion should lead to a ‘'summit’-
level meeting between Begum
Zia and her arch-rival Sheikh
Hasina. It is ‘up to the two
leaders to end the political
standoff and remove the anxi-
ety that has been raging the
nation since March last year. It
ls hardly an overstatement
when some observers de-
seribed the current political
dispute as merely “a battle of
Atwo Begums.”

. Talukdar's new offer came
in the backdrop of another
good development. In a speech
to foreign diplomats in Dhaka
last month; Hasina favoured a
‘Negotiated settlement to the
conflict. She was quoted as

ng that Be_ﬂ.lm Zia should

'I-.‘H

se her by phone first in
order to break the ice. Though
it is unclear why Begum Zia
failed to make the gesture, it is
heartening to learn that her
Local Government Minister is
trying to catch up. There is ev-
ery reason to believe that
Talukdar is talking with the
blessings of Begum Zia.
Because Begum Zia herself has
offered talks with
Opposition on more than one
occasion,

Going by Zillur Rahman's
remarks, the dialogue can start

the.

as soon as the government an-
nounces its acceptance, at
least in principle, of a neuiral
caretaker government to over-
see the national elections. That
is, il Begum Zia has not
changed her mind. She had al-
ready announced that she
would quit ahead of the next
parliamentary polls.

Therefore, many would ex-
pect that the government will
have little trouble to make a
similar announcement prior to
the start of a Hialogue. That
should be already in the mind
of the government because the
Opposition has never wavered
from its demand for a neutral
caretaker government.

This time the Opposition is
likely to be more positive in its
approach. It has already
learned some valuable lessons
after the people started dislik-
ing the frequent hartals and
streel protests. Most impor-
tantly. the mass resignation of
the opposition MPs did not au-
tomatically trigger an expected
mass upsurge against the gov-
ernment. That was clearly a
failure on the part of the
Opposition. And if the pro-
posed dialogue becomes a real-
ity, the Opposition would
surely go into it with the evalu-
ation of their failures. In fact,
both sides seem Lo have grown
wiser.

This week's depression in
the Bay of Bengal received a
red carpet welcome in
Bangladesh. For it did net
spawn a killer cyclone, but
brought much-wanted rains
that have ended a drought.
People will not mind the 14
months the politicians have
wasted provided the feuding
leads to a peaceful settlement
of the dispute: who should be
in charge of the government
when the nation elects the
next Parliament?

. alert
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Maid's death
From Page 1
The court had also rejected
the bail payer of the suspects
and sent them to jail.

The CMM. after reviewing
the decyments of the case and
the teport by the investigation
officer, said yesterday the
death of the victim appeared
mysterious. As it was said that
the wvictim was serving the
suspects as maid, each of them
was placed on two more days'
police remand for the sake of

- proper investigation, he added.

The court also ordered the
investigation officer to remain
while interrogating
Rukhsana Choudhury and allow
her to keep her baby with her.

Meanwhile, another maid of

Rukhsana Choudhury filed a
case with Ramna police against
the mother and daughter ac-
cusing them of repressing on
women. Police prayed for a
sevenn day' remand of the two
but the court fixed May 20 for
issuing an order in this regard.

Besides, two more cases
against Rukhsana and her
daughter for repression on
women are under trail in the
court of the third and the sixth
additional district and sessions
judges., Dhaka. Rukhsana had

been absconding since she was
-granted bail in the cases.

Forecast

~ From Page 1
57, ﬂhu]ne 44. Sitakunda and
Comilla 34 mm each, Ranga-
mati 32, Sandwip 29, Patua-
khali 28, Barisal 20, Srimangal
and Tangail 20mm each,
Rangpur 21, Khepupara 15
Dinajpur 12 and Sylhet 10mm.
Bogra, Rajshahi, Jessore, Iswa-
rdi, Satkhira and Mymensingh

recorded rainfall below 10mm.

The country's highest tem-
perature of 30.5 degrees Cels-
ius was recorded in Jessore
yesterday while the lowest,
23.5 degrees. in Comilla.

‘The Met Office, in its fore-
cast for the next 12 hours
commencing at 6 am today,
said, under the influence of a
land depression over the
Khulna, Jessore and Feni re-
gions and steep pressure gra-
dient ever the north Bay, mod-
erate or moderately heavy rain
or shower accompanied by
gusty or squally wind is likely
almost all over the country.

Warning of squalls, the Met
Office said, south or south-
easterly squalls at speeds be-
lween 70 and 90km per hour

are likely to occur over the re-

gions of Khulna, Barisal,
Patuakhali, Noakhali, Comilla,
Faridpur, Dhaka .and
Chittagong.

The offshore islands and
shoals are likely to be inun-
dated by tides three to five feet
above the normal due to big
waves in the next 24 hours.

The Maritime ports of
Chittagong, Cox's Bazar and
Mongla have been advised to
keep hoisted local cautionary

| signal number three.

Raotoconsnderm'e

~ NEW DELHI, May l16: India
will not g0 to war with
Pakistan over their dispute on
Kashmir. and will consider giv-
ing more aulonomy to the
province — short of indepen-
dence, Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao said today. re-
ports AP

“It's not the government's
pelicy to wage a war against
Pakistan.” Rao said in his
speech in parliament.

In Kashmir, meanwhile.
police used tear gas and batons
to disperse hundreds of
Kashmiri Muslimms who poured
into the streets of downtown
Srinagar to proiest against last
week s  destruction of a
historic mosque

More than a dozen people
were injured when police fired
tear gas and beat them with
sticks. Protestors threw stones
at the security forces, the po-
lice said.

An indefinite curfew con-
tinued in the Kashmir valley
for the sixth day Tuesday. It
was relaxed for five hours in
the morning to help peopie
stock up on lood. But violence
prompied authorities to

quickly reimipose the restric-

tions amd lurce the people

‘back inlo their homes.

Inundated

From Page
50 kilometres of  unpaved

roads have been déimaged in
Hatiya by the high tides.

The district administration
distributed Taka 25 thousand,
ten tons of wheat and four
bales of old clothing among the

- affected people of the district.

A UNB report said that a
strip of land some 230 km-
long.
Bazar to Swarankhola in
Khuina had been badly affected
by the surging sea water,

Especially affected was
Chokoria thana in Cox's Bazar
where at least 500 shrimp
beds had been ruined and
more than 50,000 people af-
fected.

The Met Office in Dhaka
yesterday forecast further rain-
fall and squally wind in most
parts of the country through-
out the day today.

According to our corre-
spondents, more downpours
are only likely to aggravate the
already serious situation in the
affected regions.

from Teknaf in Cox's

- burst,

prevalhﬂ mm—eeennmie
stability.

The level of investment re-
mained stagnant during 1991-
93 because of the restructur-
ing of the filnancial sector
taken up after the bubble
economy of the 80s ‘went
he said. "You cannot in-
rrease the size of iImvestinent
during a debt deflation pe-
riod.”

Another reason that the
benefits of the reforms is not
forthcoming is because impor-
tant measures like administra-
tive and legal reform has not
been carried out yet, he added.
“We have only gone halfway
with the reforms.”

The Finance Minister ap-
preciated the efforts of the au-
thors in preparing the IRBD
and said it has provided a basis
for dialogue. But in a more

- critical wvein he wished that

the authors would have been
“more objective” and hoped

that the report’'s executive

summary would be made in a
much smaller'form in the fu-
ture.

Appremating the effort in
preparing the IRBD. Morshed
Khan said a harmonious ap-
prnaeh ‘on the reform mea-
sures is needed to ensure that
the results can be delivered to.
the commonmarn.

Earlier, in his address of

Re said

al as a pioneering venture

the IRBD was prepared as an
overview of the state of devel-
opment of the country and was
carried out independent of the
government and the develop-
ment partners. He added that
the CPD would like to bring
out such a report every vear,
coinciding with the conclusion

_of the fiscal year.
“We hope the report will be -

exposed to as much construc-
tive criticism and comments
as possible.,” he said. "We also
hope that the pgovernment
would see this as an objective
assessment and the political
parties would see this as a
source of information to guide
public debate.”

Later, the designated dis-
cussants Dr Mashiur Rahman,
secretary of the Railways
Division; Tercan Baysan. chief
economist of the World Bank
resident mission; Finance
Secretary Nasimuddin Ahmed
and Dr Zaidi Sattar, advisor to
the National Board of Revenue,
spoke on the macro-economy
and fiscal sector related chap-
ters of the

Baysan noted that the re-
port was in general agreement
with the World Bank prepared
Country Economic
Memorandum that the invest-
ment level has to be pushed up
for accelerated growth. He,
however, said that the issue
was through which chanrels
should investments be pushed

autonomy for Kashmir

i=*Thwing a pariament debate
on Thursday's burning of the
mosque in Char-e-Sharif town,
Rao rebuked a cabinet col-
league who said that India
should prepare itself for a war
with Pakistan. "It can be an In-
dividual opinion.” Rao said.

On Monday., Lhe prioms
minister had blamed Pakistani
extremists for the destruction
of the 15th century mesgue in
Kashmir

Rao premised (o announce
a new Kashmir policy soon that

would take into account a de
mand for wider autonomy
within the Indian Constiution

Most of Muslim-dominated

Kashmur valley was placed un
der curfew after the shrine of
Kashmir's patron saint was
burnt down during a fierce bat-
the,

Ganajagoron
editor held

Police yesterday arrested
Editor of the Daily Ganajagoron
Deen Mohammad Bhuiyan on
charge of selling allotted
newsprint in blackmarket, re
ports UNB.

He has also been charged
with misappropriating money
from people in the name of
giving them jobs in the pro-
posed Self-Employment Bank
Lad.

Emirates to sponsor
Miss World pageant

Emirates, the international
airlines of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), will sponsor
the 45th Miss World pageant
due to take place in Sun City of
South Africa on November 20
this year, a press release of the
airlines said In the city yester-
day, reports BSS.

This sponsoring initiative
coincides with the launching
of Emirates’ new twice weekly
service o South Africa and the
Comores [slands on June 3 and
supports the recent marketing
cooperation agreement signed
with The Sun [nternational.

Miss World was founded by
Eric Morley, Executive Chair-
man of Miss World, in 1951 "to
promote international culture
and beauty”. It is now one ol
the most popular events in the
world which last year attracted
1.44 billion television viewers
in 82 countries.

China keen to set
up new power
plant in Khulna

The wvisiting 10-member

Stmister for arhinery Tl
er for

try Zhang De Lin. called on the
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman at the latter's office in
the city yesterday, reports
BSS.

They discussed the possibil-
ities of furthering mutual co-
operation in the trade and in-
dustrial sectors with particular
reférence to the development
of the power sector in
Banglacesh

The leader of the visiting
delegation said. apart from the
setting up of two units of
power generating plant at
Raozan. China was keen to set
up a new power plant at
Khuilna.

He also expressed Chinas
interest 1o set up a high volt-
age transmission line [rom
Chittagong to Ashugan)

The Finance Minister satd
Bangladesh needs a lot of in-
vestment in the power sector
to meet the ever increasing
demand for electricity in the
country

He thanked the Chinese
delegation for their interest in
the power sector.

Two held for
murdering minor
boy in city

By Statf Correspondent

Detective Branch Police
Monday arrested (wo persons
in connection with the murder
of a little boy in the city's
Pallabi area earlier this month.

Shahidul Islam Akand, 18,
and Abdul Barek. 25, were ar-
rested (rom Kachukhet under
Cantonment thana and Rayer
Bazar under Mohammadpur
thana respectively.

The two are accused of kid-
napping Miraj. the four-year-
old son of one Abdul Aziz
Beparn. tromr the BISS Colony,
Buxnagar, Mirpuww on May 2
last,

After the boy's father failed
lo pay the ransom of Taka two
lakh for Miraj s release the two
allegedly killed him the same
night by drowning him in the

"pond behind  the nearby
Botanical Garden.
Police were interrogating

the two at the Minto Road

hendquartere of the DB
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Pakistan to seek UNSC meet

ISLAMAEBAD, May 16: Pakistan will ask for a

of the

UN Securily Council to discuss ‘threats of war hurled by
Indian leaders, the Associated Press of Pakistan (APP) said
today quoting Foreign Minister Assef Ahmed Ali. The mivils- -
ter said he will write to the President of the Security Council, .
asking for a meeting of the UN body to consider "the threats

of war.

reports AFFP

the official news agency said. Tt did not elaborate,

30 killed as ship sinks
in Somalia

MOGADISHU.

declared republic
Bosasso

May 16: Thirty people died bul 86
were saved after a ship transporting refugees from the
of Somaliland io Yemen sank just
a faction leader announced today while
vivors accounts that the vessel had been attacked by

others

il-

denying

Hit

militiamen aboard a speedboat. Survivors who swam ashore
said 15 militiamen aboard the speedboat fired at the sh.p and

that five people who jumpta

maerb-uerdinpnmct-n them

three year-old twins, were among the dead. reports AFP.

; Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman has siressed main-
taining strict fiscal discipline

lmthe-ﬁen{advemmm-

mate, reports UND.

Briefing the Secretaries of
the government on the out-
come of the recently con-
cluded Paris Aid Group meet-
ing at the cabinet room yes-
terday. he called for cutting
less productive expenditure
and reducing waste for opti-
mum utilisation of public re-
SOUrces.

He attached particular im-
portance to maintain fiscal
and financial discipline in all
areas of public finance so that
the ‘'hard earned macro-sta-
bility and the foundation for
accelerated growth are not
weakened. -

Saifur Rahman reiterated
the government's commitment
and policies of allocating
higher resources to priority
sectors, including poverty alle-
viation and social sectors like
health, education and family
welfare.

He asked the Secretaries
and other important func-
tioneries of all the implement-
ing’ agencies to ensure most
efficient and productive use of
resources

Hahmeneeidit was particu-

larly important that the capa-
bility of the agencies charged

with delivering social eerv‘leee

Reforms under uneasy pohtlcal situation

The Lentre fer P'ehe}r Dlele\gue hegnn a twe-da}r dlelegue on the Independent Revlew of
Bangladesh's Development at a city hotel yesterday. From left are Ameer Khasru Choudhury.
MP, Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman, Prof Rehman Sobhan, PM's Special En'my Mufehed
-‘Khan and AL leader Suranjit Sengupta.

up. ,
He disagreed with the re-
port's contention that the
growing foreign eXchange re-
serves reflect structural prob-
lems in the economy.

Dr Mashiur Rahman pointed
out that the economy was

- showing an improving trend

during the last two years and
that the low growth rate dur-
ing the past decade should not
warrant much concern as it
has come in the midst of two
floods, a cyclone and the Gulf
War. The Finance Secretary
did not share the “gloomy
pregnosis” of the reports
chapter on the fiscal sector.
He said that given the resource
constraints, allocation to less
productive areas should be re-
duced, but added that if is not
easy te do as it entails political
overtones.

Reduction of the inefficien-

-cies in public expenditure,

specially in the public utilities,
is a major policy decision, he
said. “The quality of public ex-
penditure should not be al-
lowed to deteriorate,” he
pointed out while emphasising
the need for strengthening the
Planning Commission.

The general discussanis at
the session included Ameer
Khasru Choudhury, MP,
Suranjit Sengupta of Awami
League, M Syeduzzaman, AM A
Muhith of Gano Ferum, FBCCI
President Salman Rahman,
IMF Resident{ Representative
Slaheddine Khenlssi and World
Bank resident mission chief P
Landell-Mills.

Maintain strict fiscal
d15c1plme. Saifur

-

tar photo

enhanced to
pruﬁd-e maximum benefit to
the peopie.

He said in view of internal

respurce constraints and aid
fatigue it was vitally impor-
tant to increase demestic sav-
ings and reduce wastages and
staggering losses in the public
sectors to finance future
Annual Development Progra-
mmes [ADFP).
The minister expressed
concern at the deteriorating
financial situation in the public
utility service sectors and ma-
jor public sector manufactur-
ing corporations and enter-
prises under them.

Such losses, he said, were
causing intolerable burden
both upon the national exche-
quer and the economy as a
whole.

State Minister for Planning

Dr A Mayeen Khan. Principal
Secretary (o tHe Prime
Minister, Cabinet Secretary
and Secretaries of all other
Ministries and Divisions ll-
tended the meeting.

ID cards
From Page 1

He said every eligible voter
would have to be provided with
a correci |D card within a six-
month time-frame. These two
stipulations could not be
changed under any cireum-
stances, he pointed nul

Khaleda

From Page 1
poverty alleviation sectors
ahead of [hc- ol her emnlrbet in
the region.

Begum Zia said the nppull-
Lo parties resorted to de-
structive activities hindering
development activities with
hartal and blockade when the

— iy

| country is marching ahead.

Without mentionipg the
name ol the Awami League, she
said they [AL) stole relief
goods during natural disasters,
but the BNP reached relief
mmaterials (o the doorsieps of
people. "S5o. the people like
the BNP."

Presided over by thana BNP
president Azizul Huq Sardar,
the: meeting was also ad-
dressed by State Minister for
Cultural Affairs Jahan Ara
Begum., State Minister for
Establishment Aminul Hug.
Mayor of Rajshahi Mizanur
Rahman Minu. 'local MPs
Shamsuddin Ahmed. Abu Yusuf
Mohammad Khalilur Rahunan,
Golam Rabbani and Akhter
Ahmed Siddique.

Later., the Prime Minister
distributed poultry and cattle
among Lhe distressed people.
She also planted a sapling at
the meeting venue.
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BANGLADESH GARMENT MANUFACTURERS
AND EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION

\ \&/ | Attention : All Members of the BGMEA.

EXTRA-ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING

An Extra-Ordinary
and

, Dhaka.

Ywaeeamﬂymmmmm

(1)
(2)

Agenda:

Recitation from the Holy Quran.
Presentation of the draft MOU on

M’.&M
General Mee
reAssoeIeﬁon (BGM
at 4:00 P.M. in Sonargaon Hotel Ball

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
will be held on 17-05-95 (Wednesday)

phased elimination of child labour.

(A copy of the draft MOU has already been mailed separately).

(3)

Consideration of the

proposals for suitable amendment of the Articles of
Association of BGMEA (a) to provide for increase in the number of

Office Bearers and for change in their nomenclature, (b) to provide for
disqualification of continuing to be a member of the BGMEA on the

grounds of being guilty of quota racketeering

and committing irregularity

in importing and disposal of imported raw materials. (A copy of the
proposed amendments has already been mailed separately).

By order of the Executive Committee

Faruque

Ahmed

Secretary

Editor : Mahfuz Anam
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