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Destruction of shrine

SRINAGAR., May 16: Pohlice
‘used tear gas and balons Lo
disperse hundreds of Kashnuri
Muslims who poured into the
streets of downtown Srinagar
Nuesday to protest against last
week's destruction of a his-
toric moague, reports AP.

More than a dozen people
were injured by flying tear gas
shells and police batons.
Protestors threw stones al the
_security forces, the police said.

The incident occurred in
the state capital as a curfew
was relaxed for the first time
in six days. and prompted au-
thorities to quickly reimpose
the restrictions and force the

back into their homes.

Most of Muslim-dominated
Kashmir valley was placed un-
der curfew after a 15th cen-
tury shrine of Kashmir's patron
saint was burnt down Thursday
during a fierce battle between
Indian troops and Islamic sep-

Protests on in Kashmir

arutist guerillas in the town of
Clhar-e-Sharif.

More than 30 militants
were killed in the Aghting.

In the days since the con
frontation. militanis have
avenged the shrine's destruc-
tion by burning government
buildings and Hindu temples.

The government has
blamed rebels [or starting a
blaze that destroved most of
Char-e-Sharif and the shrine.
But militant groups and many
ordinary Kashmiri Muslims be-
lieve the fire was started by
Indian troops to get militants
out of the shrine they had used
as a base for more than two
months.

More than 11.500 people
have been killed in Jammu-
Kashmir, the only Muslim-ina-

jority state in predominantly

Hindu India. since the war (o
separate from India began in
1989. ;
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Policeman kills bo?'

wrritated
Pradesh
the Press Trast
froan New Dwedlin.

policeman in

the nerth
killed an 1} | -year-old boy who disturbed his siesta,

ol India (PTH

in UP: An

ian state of Uttar

said vesterday. Reuter reports

PTI's aid police officials arrested constable Satendra Smgh
Yadav tor throwing Santosh and his friend Rakesh off 'a
building in the city of Kanpur on Tuesday after the boys
ereated a racket and woke Yadav from his afterndon nap.

Santosh died instantly while Rakesh was admitted to

hospital with injuries. PTI said.

lnllslB in Ne

e were killed and three injured
_yeslerday when a passenger bias and a truck collided near the
indusirial township of Hetaunda,

Road HIlShBP

least ecighteen

120 kilometres (75 miles)

south ol Kathnmndu. the state run Radio said. AFP reports

from Kathinanddu.

The bus. varrying 50 passengers, c'ulljdrd with a truck

belonging 1o
Compaaty (CWEC)
sl
lll\'l"hllhtllluli Wels hhi...i.;'hbr,i',

the Chinese

ol sl say Losw T

International Water Electric
working on an irrigation project, the radio
deCivenl occuinred but sald an
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Kazakhstan, ROK to boo&.t ties:

Visiing Racukbisian President bursultan Nazarbayev agreed
with Seuth Rorean President Kim Yourng-Sain yesterday to
boost economic Jand other ties between the two nalluns
Reuvler reports from Seoul.

The two leaders signed a broad agreement calling lﬂr
“closer cooperation in, among other things, the areas of
industry. mvestinent, trade and the exploitation of natural
resources. o statement released after their talks said.

9 missing in Jakarta quake: :.«

Timor authorities were searching for nine p:ﬂph: including a
number ol children. still missing after an earthquake shook
the tiny territory's capital Dili. an official said on Tuesday.
Reuter reports from Jakarta.
e AMicials . on Monday had said all people missing after the
yuake struck on Sunday night had been actounted for but an
eflicial 40 the Dili Md}ﬂl‘b office said by telephone that nine
were sl boing sought..
y ] -

Two more killed in Lanka:

Tiumil  rebwls lanmehed a nighttime attack on an isolated
porthern mhtay base, Killing two soldiers. defence officials
sadd Tuesday. AP reports [ram Colombo.,
" Helicopters evacuaed eight wounded troops
Elephant Pass camp. braving the threat
missiles for only the second time since the rebels shot down
two transport planes two weeks ago.

. Clinton’s e Presi-

dent Clinton’'s popu hﬂl jumpedty its h level in
more Lthan vear. the lnueu Washington Post-ABC News poll
shows. AF reports from Washingion.

Fifty-six per cent of those interviewed said they approved
of the job Clinton is doing, up from 46 per cent in early April.
the Post said in Tuesday's editions.

Respondenis appeared to be. particularly impressed with
the way
bllding bombing. with more than 80 per cent expressing
approval. v paper said.

Relief for Kashmiris sought:

The Pakistan parliament’s Upper House on Monday called for
iernauonal  reliel for viciims of an  Indian I.ri[:kdmlm in the
disputed Himalayan region of Kashmir, Reuter reports {rom
Islanabad.

The ruling-and epposition parties in the senate joined to
pass an unanupous resolution blaming Indian forces for last
week s burning of a Muslim’ shrine in Kashmir that has
sparked with--qu'rad protests there and in Pakistan.

20 rebels killed in Peru: A icas 20

Migdst Shoong Fath rebels were killed in a clash with
govermmesit iroops in Peru's southeast Monday., and a key
rebweed beader wos wonnded bul escaped. an armiv spokesmah
saiiel AF1 regmrts ireom Linua.

Seven My troegrs were seriously wounded in the
Colsirogta et 1 an isdaled arca ol Avaoucho, in the Andes
Mt aes e lded g spokesinn Codunancer Jorge Loalza

Flash flood claims 20 in India:

Flash floads have killed more than 20 people and devastated
Crops aiud progeecty worilh two balbon rupees i the easiern
It s e o Onssa odlicial said. Reuter reports lrom India.

o pworigrh dbso reportied missing, police ollicials
1

from the
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e b swonnpedd roads aind rail tracks. cutting off
Paart= +d thwerny (O mrssa lremm Lhe rest of the country and
b o oante ity people and hundreds of vehicles
it emBprcn ] ey 10N 0 ol In;.;iluu;l. ™. lhl!j saldt]

New WHO chief named: rocsor

Shie o been named head of the World Health
Cwgamisad ion s IWHO| 32 -memiber executive council (or the
comntiag v to replace e, Jesos Kumale of Mexien, +« WHO
sttememt <awl Mondkay, AFP reports riem Geneva

Ly v i howrge ol international cooperation at the ™ linwes
bealth mumisiny Health experts are named to the executinve
comnicil as mddividuals irrespective of their roles in any ol the
190-member countries

L ]

Aum leader arrested in Japan:
Police on Tuesflay arrested the Aum Supreme Truth leader
Sheko Ashahara lor alleged murder and attempted murder in
cormectibn with the March 20 sarin gas attack on the Tokyo
sithbway. Japan Broadcasting Corp (NHK) said. AFP reporis
frowmn Tokvo

Asahara was ottt building in the Kamitkushiki village at
the bowdt o mwm st Foaig

L ] [ ] -
Christian Anfinsen dies: cuisian
Boehmer Antmisen. winner of the 1972 Novel Prize in
chemistry. has died of a heart attack. colleagues say. AP
reporis from Pikesville, Maryland.

Arfinsen died Sonday at his home. He was 79.

Amhinsen won the Nobel Prize while laboratory chief of the
National Instituie of Diabetes. Digestive and Kidney Diseases
at’'the Natonal Institutes of Health, where he worked from
1963 o 1981 He shared the prize with Rockefeller
Unversity scientists Stanford Moore and William H. Stein.
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S Koreans won't

be allowed to join
border rally

SEOUL, May 16: The gov-
ernment said Tuesday it will
ban South Koreans from at-
ltending a North Korea-spon-
sored unification rally at the
border, reports AP.

As in recent years, North
Korea's communist govern-
ment has announced plans to
hold a unification rally at the
border village of Panmunjom
on August 15 and once again is
appealing to South Koreans to
come.

The Seoul government has
banned all past border rallies.
touching off angry protesis
from radical students and dis-
sidents.

"The government has de-
cided not to permit participa-
tion of South Koreans in the
Panmunjom rally,” Unification
Minister Rha Woong-bae said
after a mini-Cabinet meeting.

He accused North Korea of

trying to use the rally to stir
dissident mmrcments in South
Korea.

The minister said
Panmunjom. a tightly guarded
border village. is irrelevant as a
major rally site. He said his
government instead will en-
courage non-political visits to
North Korea by religious and
other civic leaders.

The government decision
clashes with plans by some
major religious gfoups to
attend the North-proposed
rally, which will mark the 50th
anniversary of Korea's libera-
tion from Japan's colonial rule

in: 1910-45.

Chinese vessels
block Filipino
navy ship

SPRATLY ISLANDS, May
16: Two Chinese vessels
blocked a Philippine navy ship
carrying 38 journalists and a
Filipino general during a tense
TU-munule condrontation near
the Philippine claimed area of
the disputed Spratly lbldﬂd&
reporis Ab.

The erngcounter u{_'{.'urrt:d
Saturday while the Philippine
ship was nearing Mischiel Reel
to inspect structures built by
the Chinese there. Manila says
the structures could be devel-
oped into a naval support
facility. Beijing claims they
serve as shelter for fishermen.

It was the first physical
confrontation in the Spratlys
between China and
Philippines, two of six nations
claiming the peotentially oil
rich ehain in the South China
Sea. The other claimants are
Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia and
Brunei.

Two Chinese ships. with
markings identifying them as
lishing vessels., cut across the
bow and then hemmed in the
4.000-ton Philippine tank
landing ship Benguet as tlmugh
taunting it.

As the two Chinese vessels
moved closer. Maj. Gen. Carlos
Tanega. chief of the Philippine
military’'s Western Command.
called on the Benguet's patrol
escort Lo ward oll the Chinese.

[srael stages
mock air raid

to warn Beirut

BEIRUT, Lebanen. May 16:
Israeli warplanes staged mock
air raids Monday on Shiite
Muslim guerilla headquarters
in south Beirut in an apparent
warning to halt attacks on the

‘Israeli-hekd zone in south
Lebanon, reports AP
Guerillas ol the Iranian

backed Hezbeollah had am-
bushed an Israeli army patrol
hours earlier in the so-called
border 'security zone.

No casualties were reported
in the roadside bomb ambush
in the security zone s weslcrn
sector. But the attack under
lined the swelling Hesbollah
campaign in the south. the last

active wartriun in the Arab-
Israeh conflict

The air acuvily over Lhe
Lebanese capital, the Lhird
israeh mock raid this year, ap-
peared v bhe a warning o the
Hezbollah leadership that
Israel would retaliate if the
southern hostilities escalate.

Tracer bullets lit up the
Beirut sky as Lebanese army
anti-aricraft batteries
up on the low-flying jets over
the city's southern slums.

Hezbollah's uarters is
located the low-income Bir el
Abed district. where the
movemnent s leaders live in
whantvtownis

Rao S bxd to woo back Musllm voters

TADA won't be renewed

NEW DELHI. May 16: Indian
Pritnwe Minister PV Narasimhba
a0 appears set to axe a harsh

detention law in a hid to woo

back the votes of Muslims,
Whom. lLioman rights groups
sav. sullersdd most trom it, gov
ernment sources sald today.
reporis Rewter,

Tl sources said Rao and
leaders ol s Cungress partly
decided al a meeting on Sun-
day not Lo renew the Terrorist
and Disruptive Aclivilies
Prevention Act (TADA). They
were expecied o take the

issue to parliament in the next

lew days.

TADA. which expires if nol
renewed on ay 23, permils
detention without trial for up
to a year. It was introduced in
1986 10 check separatist
mwvemenls. lirst in Punjab and
later in Kashmir. where an es-
limated 20,000 people have
been killed in a five-vear rebel-
lion

As the renewal deadline has
neared. '
across Indin have become vocal
i HFHHHIHL‘ il

lawvers and liberals

“‘Comttary (o what the gov-

erinnent sayvs, the act has
tailed 1o comrol terrorism.”
said PA Sebastan ol the com-
mittee for the protection of
democratic rights,

“There have been 78,000
people arrested under TADA

all over the country during the

last ten vears, but the rate of
conviction has been less Lthan
one per cent.” he added.

In March. Ranganath
Mishra. a tormer chief justice
who heads ol the state-spon-
sored national human rights
cominission. appealed to legis-
lators 1o retuse to renew the
law,

"The law and order ma-
chinery should no longer be
permitted to operate under
the cover of such a black law,"
he said.

Congress deputies also have
stepped up pressure on Rao to
repeal a law they blame for re-
cent turning reverses in state
assembly elections.

Sharad Pawar, former chief
minister of Maharashtra.

where Congress lost for the
first time since 1952, at-
iributed the defeat to Muslim
alienation because of TADA.
The arrest in Bombay of
film star Sanjay
first to draw public attention
to alleged abuses of TADA.
Dutt, son of a Congress
deputy, was imprisoned for
over a
with i ly possessing an as-
saujt rifle in a trial linked to
bomb blasts in Bombay in
March 1993 that killed 260.
-India blamed Pakistani-

(

" backed Muslimms for the bombs

it said were planted revenge
lor the destruction by Hindu
zealots In December 1992 of a
16th century mosque which
had become a major issue for
Hindu nationalists. Islamabad
denies any connection to the

'canmge

*Many Muslims were ar-

rested under TADA following
the blasts and Rao was widely
accused within Congress of

neglecting Muslims who form '

I 1 per cent of India's 900 mil-
lion population: |
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Threo young boys peek through the bars of a basement window in ‘Sarajevo Mund&y The
schools of the Bosnia capital have been closed for naarly three weeks due to increase of
shelling. More th;m 1,500 children have been killed in Sarajeve since the beginning of the

giege in April 1992,

— AFP/UNB photo

UN troops in Saraj evo asked
to avoid clashes

SARAJEVO. May 16; United
Nations units in Sarajevo have
been ordered to avoid clashes
with Bosiia s combatants while
U.N chiels review  the future
ol the  peacckeeping mission,
reports Heutor

I don't want 1o accepl any
mwre casualiies. under no cir-
cumstances. We  will engage
either warring party in activi-
ttes which might put the life of
one ol our soldiers ip jeopardy,
pea ckevping sources guoted
the French conunander of the
LN lorce in the city. Generaul
Herve Gobilliard. as telling his
officers. on Monday. His order
wenl oul as a eomprehensive
review ol the peacekeeping

options in Bosnia was given a
linal polish ‘by U.N officials in

LZagreh and the Bosnian capital
betore bewng sent (o United
Nations headguarters in New
York.

LN wilitary commanders
called tor (e review after the
deaths ol three peacekeepers
in the last mooth,  growing

Serb restrictions vn UN op-
erations and an unwillingness
on the part of the UNN mis-
sion chiel Yasushi Akashi to
enlist NATO help.

Until a new mandate is an-
nounced. the mainly French
LU.N force in the Bosnian capi-
tal appears sel o do nothing

that might provoke confronta- |

tion with ﬂlhrr of the warring
sides.

The French who with 34
dead in lormer Yugoslavia have
lost wwore troops tham any
other country manning the
rission
to prevent the Serbs from re-
moving weapans now im-
pounded in U.N arms dumps.

Because of violence against
UN  personnel. France and
Britain have threatened to
withdrawal their large peace-
keeping contingents from
Bosnia.

U.N sources say the review
mcludes options which would
wale back a U.N presence in
+4reas where it is most vulner-

Ferry blaze leaves 37

MANILA. Philippines. May
16i. € vast puard and police
souircing Tayvabas Bay in the
central Philippines for sury-
ivors ol a lerry that caught fire

early Tuesday said the death
toll had risen (o- 37, reports
AV

Moy ol e Latalities were
WOHRHL okl 0lie Was A Young
girl. resdouers saud

The derry. the MV Viva
Anutpolo. was on its way w
Lucena City, 96 kilometres (60
miles] southeast ol Manila,

when a fire broke out at | a.m
(1700 GMT), said Li. Comm-
ander Benjamin Niebres, chief
of the 5Sth Coast Guard
disirici

Niebres sakd the lerry was

| comung Irom the 1own of Santa

'dead in Phi]ippmes

Cruz on Marinduque, an

64 kilometres (40 milﬂi
southeast of Lucena, and was
crinsing on Tavabas Bay when
its engine cagught fire.

Col. Primw Rivera, police
inaritime  district chiel in
Lucena. sakl most of the lerry's
200 or so passengers and
crew panicked and jumped
overboard without life jackets.
Rescue ollicials said the deaths

were caused either by the
heat of the blaze or by
drowning.

“"We iried w look for life

jackets but there were none.
The créw did not' even tell us
where to find one in case ol
emergency, said Emerlita
Hﬂlﬂﬁ who sulfered slight

have stopped trying

able — the three enclaves in
eastern Bosnia and weapons .
collection points around

The foreign ministers of
France and Britain said after
meeting in Paris that they saw
a “glimmer of hope" in eflforts
to unblock international peace
efforts but gave no details.

According to French offi-
cials their optimism was based
on hints that Serbian led
Yugoslavia might be persuaded
to overcome its reluctance to
recognise Bosnia as a first step
towafds a political settlement.

The peace process has
been deadlocked by the refusal
of Serbs to consider a peace
plan dividing Bosnia roughly in
half between themselves and a
federation of Muslims and
Croats.

However, the government
army has spoken increasingly
of trying to break out of the
three-year old siege imposed
*bv the Bosnian Serbs arounc
Sarajevo.

39 separatists
rebels killed
in India 1n
fortnight

GUWAHATI, India. May 16:
Security forces have killed at
least 39 separatist rebels from
different guerilla groups and
arrested 40 in troubled north-
eastern [ndia over the past
fortnight, a defence ministry

sppkesman said, reports
Reuter. _
*  The said late on

Monday it was the biggest suc-
cess of the armed forces over
insurgents in the region in re-
cent times.

Indian - army solderd,
paramilitary forces and units ol
the Burmese army cooperated
o ambush the guerillas near
Tiau river. which separates

India and Burma. he said.

Struggle for press ﬁ°eedom on in Asia

SEiM 'L W 16 hsirnalists

Erim
Ireedom in
where edilurs
CePMreT harassed
jabbberd il Rilbed  reporis AP
AP akiing d | the
Interviatial Press Instituie s
dril vaaterenee  Lhey noted
MvaImes 4% well a8 demoora-
vies flourish asd Asdan nations
et utie: (& hnologically
ﬁl’h"ﬂ;-'ﬂ.l*ﬂ .
In { aambhodhia government
refusal 1o allow reports that i
devrnes damaging regardiess of
thetr trunh led o Lhe
death of threw pornalists  aad
six newspapers have been shut
down in the past 14 months.
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Wier receiving repeated death
threats, the editor of a seventh
paper chose to close its doors.

lif Malaysia. media profes-
sivlials are harassed. physically
Leaten and detained. said V K
Chin. editorial adviser (o The
Star © But because reporters
are not killed and do not dis-
appear. they consider them-
selves “lucky” he said.

Maximo Soliven, currently
oul of prison on bail. noted
that even champions of the
iree press and democracy
oiten switch sides once they
are in power.

Soliven is the publisher of
“The Philippine Star.” which
published a column critical of

former President Corizon
Aquino, a longtime advocate of
democracy.

‘if you want to wrile some-
thing. you have o think twirve
before you do,” noted another
journalist, whose was
banned by the Indonesian gov-
ernment last year

But others also noted the
advances in media rights as
technological advances make
more information available Lo
the peopie.

Electronic media. such as
radio and television, are flour:
ishing in Thailand. and they
are becoming aggressive in
their investigation of govern-
ment injustice.

Satellite television has
brought the outside world intn
homies in Singapore, China and
other Asian nations.

More Asians also are logging
on to computer networks,
which mainly exist outside
government control, said
Cheong Yip Seng, editor of the
"Straits Times."”

“Governments know politi-
cal causes are being fought in
cyberspace.” he saild, but
Singapore has not closed down
access in fear of damaging
economic competitiveness.

“The more a is en-
cour to go free market,
more free its media will be. "
he added.

Dutt was the

year after being charged
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Teenage bomb maker !

AUCKLAND: Two high school students 'using a recipe from
the Internet were found concocting a bemb powerful enough

to destroy a multi-story building, police said Tuesday, l'q:lnrtl
AF.

Police Sgi. Paul Ormond said a tip-off led police to the m
17-year-old siudents, who were experimenting with a formula
they obtained through a computer bulletin board.

“They said they were only going to make fireworks, but in

“reality if things had gone together and if they had followed

the recipe precisely,
Ormond said. ,

The teen-agers had 3[} liters (5 gallons) of a chemical
which. when mixed correctly with other ingredients, could
make an explosive 150 per cent more powerful than TNT and
capable of blowing up a multi-story building, he said.

A small fraction of that amount — less than a litre
"could well and Lruly blow a house apart,” he said.

-Ormond declined to name the chemical. but said it is
readily available and used in a variety of industries for
cleaning and treating metals.

The youths. who were not identified because of th:ir age,
had already bought chemistry equipment necessary to make
the bomb.

Police conliscated the chemicals and decided not to
prosecute the teen-agers. :

Officers glid not find the recipe and Orman said there was
little police could do to prevent the circulation of such
Instructions.

.

NEW YORK: Encyclopaedia Britannica, the oldest

continually published English-language encyclopaedia, is
being put up for sale and could possibly fetch up to dirs. 500
million, according to a published report. says AP.
- The owner of the 226-year-old Britannica has hired New
York investment lirm Lazard Freres and Co to find a buyer,
The New York Times reports in Tuesday's ﬂditl-mu citing
executives familiar with the plans.

A Britannica spokeswoman, who asked that her name be
withheld. denied late Monday that its owners were
toward a sale. She said the investment firm was hired last
month to help, raise capital. not necessarily find a buyer. ]

The Chicago-based company has limped three
years of losses and dwindling sales, The Times reports. The

_ privately-held company does not publicly repert its profits or
losses.

Executives at Encyclopaedia Britannica had announced last
month that the company needed cash and was
outside investors or a sale. One executive with knowledge of
the plan said the preference is for a sale, The Times reports.

Among potential buyers. the Times says, are traditional
publishers such as Viacom's Simon and Schuster and K-IlI
Communications, and lechnulogy companies like Microsoft,
which could use the collection as a gigantic data t‘ﬂlll: for
electronic publishing ventures.

there would be fatal consequences,”

" Monday .

Pet counselling scheme

LONDON, Apr 8: British pet owners are being offered a
mnudnngmﬂemhclpthemgetmthedmthuhld

their animals, reports Reuter.

The society for Companion Animal Studies, a group of pet
lovers and owners, said on Thursday the scheme would pro-
ﬂdtaultcningtartnpmplcwhnupetuhﬂddied been put

down or disappeared.

'Itnennmiydnntthlnkwtr:gmmuumpmm

this service up," said

"Losing a pet can be like losing

Mmm

nmuuhu'nfthchﬂrull

mmmwnumcmmummmnﬂ-

ings."
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Malaysia for new plan

to end war in Bosnia

KUALA LUMPUR. May 16:
Malaysia is dismissing UN
peace efforis in Bosnia as inef-
fective, today said it would call
lor a new plan to end the civil
war in the former Yugoslavia at
an upcoming Organisation of
Islamic Conference’ (OIC)
meeting. reports AFP,

The United Nations has not
managed o convince us that
they can bring peace to Bosnia.
It's time tor a new initiative to
be taken lo solve Lhe problem,
foreign minister Abdullah
Ahinad Badawi told a news
colllerence.

Abdulah. who will attend
one-day OIC meeting in Rabat.

Morocco. on Wednesday. said

imany members ol the United
Nations were reluciant to take
severe military action to curb
St:rhi.ln aggression.

We have no choice but to
find a diplomatic solution.
Abdullah said.

He suggested a Cambeodia-
style resolution to end the
three vear old conflict between
the mainly Muslhim Bosnians
and the Christign Serbs.

Cambodia ended a
civil war with UN run elections
in Mayv 1993, allowing the war-
tattered country to form a
mere stable government
led by Prince Norodom
Ranariddh as first prime min-
ister and former anti-royalist
Hun Sen as second prime min-
ister. -

Predominantly Muslim
Malaysia has been a vocal sapg
porter Bosnian Muslims and
has sent more than 1.500°
troops to Bosnia as part of UN
pm-. f'kf"ElJfl‘E

BEIJING. May 16! Russia
and China have pledged here
lo boost military cooperation,
with a senior Cliinese ollictal
playing up the listovical links
between the arindes ol the two
countrfes. Xinhua reported
says AFF.

Chinese Deleiwe Miisie
Chi Haotian gave a  wuari wel
come” Monday evening to his
visiting Russian counterpart,
Pavel Grachev. calling him "an
old [riend of 1he Chinese
army.” the agency said.

The five-day visit to China
bv Grachev. who arrived here
= an importamm event
in thw histury ol Sino- Russian
military exchanges. writing a
new chapter i1n developing
relations, Chi told his guest in
lalks Defore a welcoming ban-
quet.

Grachev s latesl (rip is part
of a military cooperation
agreement signed during his
last visit here in November
1993. a diplomatic source said.

Referring to this yvears 50th
anniversary ol World War 11,
Chi said "the victory ol China s
war of resistance against Japan
cannot be separated from the
advance into
northeast China "

"The historical merits of
the Red Army can in no way be
ignored.” he said. highlighting
Sino-Soviet military coopera-
tion while avoiding mention of
the years ol tension alter the
two communist giants fell out
in the early 1960s.

China is seeking to increase
supplies of military equipment
from Russia.

ek,

Russia, China pledge
to boost military ties

The "possibility of Meoscow
allowing Beijing to manufac-
lure Russian Sukhoi-27 combat
aircraft in China under licence
1$ o be discussed during the
VisiL.

I March. Russian authori-
ies staled clearly that they
were ot opposed to the pro-
but would prefer that
Beijing first buy another 100-
130 Sukhoi-27s. China bought
26 of the type in 1992,

Under a deal sealed last
November, Moscow |s also to
deliver four Kilo-class diesel-.
powered attack submarines to
Beijing. worth about a billion
dollars.

But some concern has been
expressed in Russia over arms
sales to China, focusing on the
possibility of a
nationalist ltﬂﬂtcl?:euﬂ'ﬁmh' becom-
ing a serfous threat to its
netghbour in the future.

Grachev, in his meeting
with Chi, pointed to his
‘unprecedentedly high-level”
delegation as a sign of his
country s commitment to rein-
lorcing military friendship I.I'III
cooperation, Xinhua said.

Chi and Grachev are to hﬁi 4
further talks today. after which .
the Russian official is also to
meet with Vice Chairman of
the powerful Central Military
Commission Lie Huaging.

He is to leave later today for
the eastern city of Nanjing.
from where he is to travel to
Shanghai and southern
Shenzhen, before returning to
Beijing Thursday. on Friday he
will fly to Seoul.



