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' The Poor Important Offer

Great news, Salam phones Zillur, proposes dia-
logue. After that what? Nothing, if one chooses to
go by the records. The tough-talking BNP secre-
tary general knows only too well that the opposi-
‘tion parties have been going to extremes of polit-
ical action not just to get a phone call amounting
to little beside bonhomie. This is utterly inade-
quate — as-inadequate as earlier abortive over-
tures. No basis for a dialogue has been put out and
no indication of any mechanism to materialise the
offer has been given. Poor is the word for the ex-
ercise. And in the light of national interest the
. move, if it is at all such, is pathetic.
> BNP is agreedly a pastmaster in losing oppor-
' tunities. The Prime Minister or her party could
‘ very well talk to the Opposition about the ap-
pointment of the -new Election Commissioner.
This could help substantially to prove their bona
. fide about protestations of ensuring fair election.
' The opportunity was not availed. And now Salam's
 talk of government not being constitutionally re-
| quired to do consultations on the point makes

. things worse.
~ For close on to five months, the gﬂvernment
has been administering the nation with little bet-
ter than half a parliament. And it has been striv-
- ing assiduously to sheer off that great show of
mass resignation by MPs of any significance,
treating it as nothing if not a wholly wrong-
headed act of circus. All this was not greatly
" helped by an unending stream of vituperatives
calling the opposition conspirators out to wreck
the country. The setting for a dialogue could not
be more wanting.
- The welcomesphone call should have contained
much more than it did to offset all of the above
~and more. The misfortune that it amounted to no
- more should, however, be allowed to make the
- move infrutuous at the very outset. The opposi-
tion owes it to its army of supporters and the na-
' tion at large to pull at whatever opportunity
- comes its way, if only to prove its own bona fide
as the champion of a free and fair vote. It takes at
least two to shove the: nation to the basket of un-
| sustainable curiosities. Let not the highminded
opposition be the other party to the ruin. Now it
~is largely for them to fashion a goodly straw to
pull at out of a poor offer.

Danger at the Coast

- A swelling of the sea caused by a depression in
. the Bay of ﬁengal submerged large areas in the
cuuntry s coastal belt. The worst affected part
seems to be Hatia, where eight out of nine unions
went under water, and its adjacei_lt areas. A ﬂg:l
upsurge measuring eight to 10 feet high in the
Bay and the river Meghna caused widespread de-
struction. Rf:ported 400 homesteads of one
the. river M and

about 30,000

_ Md The g news  is
‘that no cas

has been received from

any of the aﬂ'ﬁcted areas.
~ However, this is only a sma.ll consolation -for
the families who have lost their homes, crops and
other ‘valuables. The 30,000 people who have
sought shelter on high roads and embankment
are now to the elements and inclement
weather sweeping almost the entire country.

One improvement in avoiding death or min-
imising casualty has been made possible because
of greater awareness ‘among people and some
preparedness against cyclone by some govern-
ment agencies and volun organisations. That
the 30, people moved to roads and embank-

ment before. the upsurge of water owes to timely
action by some local people and private voluntary

sations. But had the watery deluge been on

a large scale, greater preparation would have

been warranted. Now the question is whether we

are capable of such preparations. Earlier there
was a report that the proposed cycloneé shelters

. in many coastal areas were not constructed.
“Cannot we make our preparations ready before
the danger comes rather than lamenting our
lapses we surely could have avoided?

- As for the victims of this low-scale water
swelling, the urgent need is to provide them the
means with which they can rebuild their homes
and get into the normal strides of life. Soft cred-
its, distribution uf seeds etc. can be of help in
this regard.

‘Bus for Women

A piece of news from Chittagong is most heart-
warmj.rﬁ_ For two reasons. First, it is a private ini-
tiative t of its kind in the country.
potential, if fully realized, can bring about a sea of
change in our transport area. The news concerns
the introduction of buses exclusively for women
.- in Chittagong city. The novelty here is that the

. Chi City Bus Owners' Association has done
the job on its own initiative, The report is not
clear about the number of buses but it seems it is
no less than two. Since buses will start ptli:lngun
the same route at the same time from both ends
_ltisgmdtoh&arthatthehﬂﬁatﬁrshaveaplantn
incr'ease the number of buses.

e gets the impression that the initiators
want to see how the buses for women actu
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- work. In this respect, Dhaka's experience wi
women's buses introduced by the Bangladcsh
Road Transport Corporation {(BRTC) may throw

_some . on the issue. The BR‘TC initiative
seems to have failed. Not btacaufaae EI‘ lack of
women passengers or any other fault on their
part. If cause has to be found , it is
in the BRTC's half-hearted effort. Bummmo
few and too to serve the need of women
passengers in any acceptable manner. Unless
such buses are ble and women can think of
them as a true alternative to public buses and

other modes of rt, they are not likely to
make any im nnthecttyatrmport system
or be viable.

Thehunmm:lncm&ago have nothing to

fear. Bemm they have announced the

f buses' operatton oreover, private
bunes in the run, almost without excep-
tion, p . That factor is in their favour.
There is no reason this initiative in
Chit ng will not succeed. Last but not the

least, Chit has taken the lead in this area.
And there is no to follow this good move in
other cities and towns where women are at a dis-

advantage because of heavy passenger rush,

econd, its

1

-1 with whom'.
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T last the governmemt
seems (o have come to
selises — |l has decided
o bring an end to the system
ol administrative-distribution
of fertilizer that cost at least
|17 lives besides causing
irreparable loss (o the season's

crops and badly damaging Lhe

cpedibility ol the current
regiime.
The government has also

decided 10 revert back to the
old older — il brought an end
to the louwr-mmonith old embargo
on the private sector to dis-
tribute fertilizer. The old-
ovrder was displaced in January
last to avert a “severe fertilizer
crisis” created by "dishonest
traders’ Lo tarnish "the image
of the government on the one
hand and destroy the agro
economy on Lhe other.”

Of course. the govermmen!
cannol let it happen — it has to
punish the dishonest traders
and -hoarders. make sure that
lertilizer feaches the farmers.
save Lhe agro-econoemy and
uphold its own great image.
And lor doing all these, the

governmen! — that remains of-
licially conunitted to free mar-
ket econonity — found the mar-

ket economic principles — the
invisible hand — awfully inade-
quate il nol outright ridicu-
hours,

" resoried to good old days
of administrative management
of the economy and entrusted
the district adininistration of-
ficials — the visible hand — to
distribute tertilizer. The pri-
vite sector — that has been
distributing fertilizer * quite
credibly lor several years —
was eliminated from. the mar-
ket. Some private traders were

evenn arresied. many others
were harassed in different
parts ol the country

The result. however, was

not so gratilving. The deputy
commissioner administered
fertilizer distribution system
resulted in hoarding of fertil-
W i Lhe increase,. The

Fool causes are the
essciilial Laclors respansible
lor man's Ialse views Lhat
eventually lead o the use of
lethal weapon. smuggling. cor-
ruption. abuse ol power. politi-

cal victimizatlion, organized
crime. local as well as regional

ORLDWIDE., crime is

and internfiiional. Distin-
guished criminologist Dr
William ('lifford used (o say
Lthat "Crime is the price one

pays lor Ireedom and in a way
that is done although it de-
pends where one lives and
And here lies the
basic importance — the urban
social life has proved to be

more fertile ground fer im- .

moral activities and indiscreet

exposure of vices — where the

s0 called urban sophistication
have prevented some one to
interfere in others' activities
knowing well that is undesir-
able. A simple example — a
show ol willingness to step in

with a word of advice to chil-

dren whom we see misbehav-

ing in public and whao are not

supervised, is more visible in

1 small comummanity than in urban

area — where this is rather in-
terpreted - otherwise.

In the backdrop of the sit-
uation stated above there has
b€en research in social de-
fence system and some of the
developing couniries have set
apart quite a portion of their
budget for assessing the im-
pact ot terhrm!ﬂglca] develop-
ment vis-a-vis moral degrada-
tion and to hali the increased
disturbance in the family
structure. Unlortunately, in the
developing countries of which
Bangladesh stands as a unique
example, the unusual popula-
tion boom within compara-
tively less habitable area. On
one hand and dire poverty and
innumerable jobless vagrants
on the other, have posed a se-
rious threat to normal life. But
this has not drawn as much at-
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Don Quixote's Fertilizer Ride
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lzer by a segment of the privi
leged group — who earned easy
money by obtaining permiis,
resiricting supply., charging
higher prices and even bv
smuggling out the fertilizer in
the neighbouring couniry,
Alter all. when was the last
time that the good offices of
district administration did- a
better job in the managemnent
of ecanomic problems?

Reports suggest that facing
violent peasant protesis. the
gorerninent resorted to indis
critnmate firing at several loca-
s At least |7 peasants died
and hundreds of them were
injured. Never hefore in the
history of this country the
farmers — the mainstay of the
nation — lost lives for securing
fertilizer. an essential ingredi-
ent lpr their uct.

Politically, besides provok-
ing severest attacks from the
opposition, the fertilizer .im-
broglio has already caused

‘enormous discontent — if not

strong resentment — among
broad masses throughout the
country. Few will be surprised
if some of those anguish sur-
face in the next general elec-
tions.

Al the national level, the
fertilizer crisis prompted dis
missal ol the minister for In-
dustries. Some parliament
members of the ruling party,
including some cabinet mem-
bers, were apparently involved
in the bungling. Reports sug-
gest thalt some of them simply
transaclted permits while
others jumped the gueues in
the factory gates to gain [rom
the artilicially created shortage

of fertilizer in the country.
Reports also have it that some
ol the 'easy money.” made out
ol the crisis, in fact, ended up

in the ruling party's campaign
fund,

The [fertilizer fiasco re-
ceived a definitive boost when
officials of some donor agen-
cies and governments began to
criticize the government pub-
licly for the crisis. Notabile
criticisms came from the
chiefs of World Bank Mission
and American Embassy in
Dhaka. The reasons are obvious
-~ both the organizations
played instrumental roles in
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their

manned fertihzer distribution
system for which the donors
spent millions of deoilars

Lately the governmen. has
appointed a one-member
commiliee to investigale o

‘he matter. It s given twe
moniths tine (o Lnd out the
CAuSes ol the ferivilizer
predicament. Bu! nentlicr the

composition of the coninntiee.
nor the time given o il or the
mandate defined lor L seems
to be adegquate tv dig mio the

magnitude of the fertilizer
crisis or to ascertain 1is short
or long run impact on 1he

t he

economly. By all means

by CAF Dowlah
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streamlining the fertilizer
distribution system in the
country that paid good
dividends up until February
last when the current crisis

scl in.

It is particularly noticeable
that some senior cabinei
members — who otherwise
demonsirate enviable skills for
grabbing favourable remarks by
the donors — were so enraged
that they did not hesitate to
suggest that the donors should
seek permission from the gov-
ernment before opening their
mouth. And they were asking
the donors to shut up while
scrapping a private seclor

anatonw of the lerilizer crisis
should be spelied, oul before
the wation in clearest (erms
The nation should know
why this crisis broke oul in the
first place. Why so many lives
were lost? Why 1he season s
crops had to bhe sacrificed?

Why the government had to
scrap private sector distribar
tion of fertilizer and opt for
administrative means? How
the private sector-led fertilizer
distribution systern — based on
first comne first serve principle
that was put iiito place after
years of hard work and thai
worked effectively lor several
years — lailed all on a sudden?

Why the private traders that
were markeiing fertilizer in
the domestic market smoothly
lor vears suddenly hecame
unscrupulous” and resorted to
“smugghing™?

Besides. whai was the role
ol the government during the
crisis? Facing the “artificial
shortage” the gnvrrnmmt' re-
duced the price of fertilizer
twice — ultimately it was
seliing a ton of lertilizer at
Taka 3. 725 instead of the
previous rate of Taka 4.725
per ton. How does such a de-
cision make sense economi-
cally or politically” The issue
here i1s shortage — anybody
with basic commonsense
knows that it demands in
crease in supply. not feduction
in price. Moreover. as the peak
season approached, farmers
were ready to pay any price for
fertilizer. As the price moved
downward — Taka 1 000 per
ton — Bangladeshi fertilizer
became cheaper compared to
that of neighbouring India. The
price differentials weres not so
big beiore. Therefore some
lertilizer may have (pusserd
borders. But who could he re-
sponsible for this —the gov-

- ernment or the "unscrupulous

the
the
en

for

traders™ After all. it is
covernment that created
price differentials and
larged the profit margin
the potential smugglers.

Instead ol reducing the
price, a wiser government
could have increased the sup-
plv of fertilizer The govern
menil could have done it easily.
Considering the increased
demand of the peak season in

Urban Crime and Delinquency: Efforts
Must be there for Prevention

by M Enamul Huq

Ashmuofuuﬂblgnaltnﬂphwﬂhnuwofnddmtnchﬂdrznwhomwemmubehnungmpubﬁcandm
are not supervised, is more visible in small community than in urban area — where this is rather interpreted
otherwise. .

tention as it. deserved from
punchts who are concerned
with perspective planning and
objective law enforcement.
Result. to-day we do not have
the authority of the old guards
who used o lead the family as
per age-old norms and prac-

MO ec i . bay

Traditional Asiatic culture
had and continues to have a
strong influence on concept of
critninality and social response
to offenders. The need to rely
on comrunity support and co-
operation in Crime Prevention
and Oflender Rehabilitation
requires aclive interaction
within community entities.
This may take a form of public
information programme and
the media and press can con-
tribute more than any other
means to explain the role of

legal system, family discipline,

individual rights and obliga-
tions in achieving societal and
governmental goals to bolster
the campaign for a "Better
Tomorrow™ from a "Stormy To-
day.” .

And here comes the role of
Non Governmental Organiz-
ation and. voluntary service
core to live up to the

 expectation. in this practical

realm of the wide spread and
ever increasing menace of
criminal incidence — particu-
larly in the sector that is
Urban Poverty. It is in the fit-
ness of the objective that I
would mention the role of the

NGO like Asia Crime
Preveiition Foundation estab-
lished in February 1982 —
based in Japan having
Consultative status with United
Natiohs Econumic and Seocial
Council. Its aim is to promote
sustained development, peace

« JAngd stability in the Asian re-

gion -as well as Worldwide,
through more eflective crime
prevention and criminal jus-
tice policy, programmes and
mutudl cooperation among all
those concerned. The
Foundation seeks to enhance
the capabilities of personnel
working in this field through
appropriate training pro-
grammes, research and infor-
mation txchahge as well as
continuing contacts and spe-
cial meetings., highlighting
priority issues and reinforcing
the bonds of solidarity among
members as a basis for practi-
cal collaboration.

Accordingly, the Founda-
tion has sought Lo reinforce
the . United Nations Crime
Prevention and Criminal Jus-
tice network focusing first of
all on UNAFEI a significant
part of whose training pro-
gramme cost the foundation
defrays: but enlarging its scope
of activities also to other areas,

‘as its resources increased.

ACPF has also made possible
important substantive pro-
gramme advances in the for-
mulation and application of
United Nations norms and
guidelines. It co-sponsored
=
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. Sir. A few weeks ago | along
with my family went to
Darjeeling for sight seeing.
During our -brief stay at
Darjeeling we went to an an-
tiqgue shop. When the shop-
owner came (o know that we
were Bangladeshis, he made
some adverse comments on
some Bangladeshi parents
whose wards were readin

the lecal public schools. t
he said was that some rich
Bangladeshi parents are set-
ting bad trends by coaxing
school authorities in receiving
handsomne amount as donations
to the loeal public schools
where their sons or daughters
were studying. During their
frequent visits to Darjeeling
most of these philanthrepic
parents stay in such hotels as

- The Windmere Hotel (rent Rs

4000 per day). The trend is so
phenomenan that the school

- authorities are now more in-

terested in Bangladeshi stu-
dent$s than the Indians, caus-
ing bad feeling among the local
communities. On way back to
Calcutta, we made a brief
Stopover at a governmenit run
motel at Shiliguri. While - we
were taking lunch at the
restaurant one member of the
motel staff came and profusely
praised generosity of a
Bangladeshi businessman who
had been meeting all the ex-
penses ol education of a -motel
employee's son in Calcutta.

Calcytta,

There is nothing wrong in

spending money on philan-
thropic work both at home and
abroad. Rather it is praisewor-
thy to make efforts in better-
ment of quality of life by one's
available means. But the ques-
tion is whether these generous
people are carrying their dona-
tionn money legally to India and
these people are equally, if not
more, generous in their home
country. A close leok at their
passporis may tell a different
story — carrying US dollar 400
to the maximum. on each oe-
casion of journey. Then how
could they meet expenses of
their luxurious travel, let alone
donating amounts. Perhaps
they carry Nadin's Iampt

Puring our train journey to
we were enjoying
scenery in the morning on ei-
ther side of the track. Land
was dry. without any crop, only
some winter vegetables here
and there. While the train was
crossing a bridge we were
amazed to see a big river flow-
ing at the brim as if it was a
river during mensoon. A river
flowing to the brim in Falgoon

is unbelievable. But we came to

our sense when a co-

told us that the diverted water
from Farakka had been flowing
through this river. It was a
sense of shock that how a
powerful ecountry, perhaps to
punish a neighbour, was de-
priving her of legitimate share
of the water!

Zaved Hasan
Green Road, Dhaka
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Child Labour
Sir, II' we examine the eco-
nomic scenario of Southeast
Asia we will see most people of
the region cannot readup their

children. ‘or arrange to fleed
and clothe them. As.a result

the children are being forced

to go out lor work to save

thémselves and their family.

members [rom the curse of
starvation. If they are not al-
lowed Lo work they may be
compelled to start begging,
stealing and shop-lifting etc. 1

- do not4ind any reason why a
poor child having no means to
survive should be barred from

working.

In the countryside children
between 10 and 12 years of
age go o the fa.mﬂancr o help
their parents in the cultivation
work. The female child works
in the houses of affluent n
bours. They work for their own
survival as neither their parent
nor the state is in a position to
feed them and clothe them. So
any condition for stoppage of
work of the children without
providing them with any alter-

- native [acilities for food and

clothing will be contradictory
to human rights. Again any
Irade restriction on the point
of child labour is tantamount to
protectionism. The children
now working in different pro-
fession are being grown up as
skilled workers. The
International Human Rights
Organisation should consider
the case of Souiheast Asia [rom
a different and realistic angle.

Mahbubul Hague Chowdhury
Kalabaghan, Dhaleo
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expert meetings of UN
Standard Minimum Rules for
Administration of Justice
(Beijing Rules). UN Standard
Minimum Rules on Non
Custodial Measures ([Tokvo
Rules). It has also collaborated
with ESCAPR in: [irst UN re-
gional suwvey on juvernile crime

delimguency and»in assisting .

the Regional Adviser on Crime
Prevention and
Justice. Most of these activilies
were carried on in cooperation
with UNAFEI in its role as a
regional UN Training and
Research Institute for further-
ing UN programme, priorities
and information on UN stan-
dard and guidelines. In [(ur-
therance of the objectives,

ACPF held three conferences ’

in Tokyo. Kualalumpur and
Manila. It also organised the
first drawing and essay compe-
tition for youth of the correc-
lional institutes i1 Asia in col-
laboration with UNAFEI
Alumni Association 1o promote
public awareness ol the impor-

Criminal

tance of juvenile delinquency
prevention dedicated to Asian
Harmony-Heart to Heart.

The countries and cities of
Asia .and Far East are among
the most beautiful in the world
and meost of them have benefit-
ted from the region's dynamic
growth and increased: pros-
jperily. But as the urban popula-
tion in the region expands far-
ther, the pressure on and

" strength of fragile urban infras-

tructures and the need for so-
cial support services can be
expected to increase. Poverty
irn the midst of plenty takes its
human tell. and where legiti-
“male opporturnities are scarce,
the likelyhood of illicit short-
cut increases. Scores of "street

children” having to {eed them- .

selves, and the plight of
prospectless youth, even if ed-
ucated, are a reminder that

- more must be done towards

sustainable and equitgble de-
velopment. We have learned
that Government policy musi
he supplemented by grassroots

Bureaucratic Mystique in South fsia
AKMJa]aluddm

\ tht the CSP's were Taught — VII

Day of the Generals

' URING our educational
D tour ol April. 1967. we
went o yarious places

mcluding the Ariny and Air
Force Headqguarters, We heard
Air Vice Marshal Yousul at the
Air Headquarters in Peshawar.
He was one ol the most
effective speakers vou could
find — anvwlere, He was
precise. sharp polite. He
made his speech
interesting by his  native
willicisin and saucy slories.

Al the Army Headquarters,
we were given a brieling on
the role and objectives of Lhe
Pakistan Army.
Peerzada. the Adjutant Gerleral
kindlv hosted a 1¢a party for
us. Those were, lel us remem-
ber. Lhe days ol the Generals
and Robber Barons in Pakistan.

Literally. there ensued a
temmpesi (sharp exchange ol
arguments) over the tea-cup.
As we were drinking iea. a col-
leagire ol ours questioned the
wisdom ol the 1966 Wwar. He
maintained thal precious na-
tional resources had been
wasted in Lthe pursuit of an un
realistic goal

This observation ignited the
fury of General Peerzada. He
became very angry and started
hurling all kinds ol sarcasm at
our Iriend. The General appar
ently lorgot that he was the
host and he was doing an in-
justice w the army tradition of
courtesies and politeness to

guests.

General Peerzada it
seemed o me. had heard this
guestion the nth number of

times and was apparently in
the last tether of his patience
He said that only ant-Pakistai
elementis were spreading such
allegations against the patriolic

highly -

hetitting reply

Major General -

and valian army of Pakistan.
The General's reaction sad-
dened me deeply. Instead of

giving a logical reply Lo a per-
fectly legitimate gquestion  he
had chosen the ways ol the
Mocht Gate and spoke in
terms that would only appeal
ty Bagaar crowds. There was
no effort pn his part to give a
cool, rattonal reply Lo the
question posed by ns.

=ome e among us had to
lose his temiper and give him a
| did not want

to be the lirst to lose temper

wilhi the Ceneral, | wantled
sorhc West Pakistaid (o come
forw.rd And call his buff.

Ler us remember, once
again. the time of this discus-
sion [April 1967). The war of

1965 Seplember was very
much a live issue and one
weuld be surprised if this did
ngt exercise our minds. A
heavy amount ([te many
Bengalis, unjustifiably heavy)
was spent every year on our
defence forces with the idea
that they would be used in the
most careful manner. The
Kashmir venture was a fiasco,
ill-planned and ill-executed
and predicated on illusory and
unrealistic premises. Thats a
piece of legitimale criticism.

Haqqani (from the Punjab)
and Shah (Sind] exchanged
glances. We thought the
General was being too heavy
with our selfl-effacing col-
leaguie. General’ Shah said 'We
sfe no reason why one should
lose his temper on this ques
tion. Surely yvou do not expect
the whole world o agree with
vou evenn o vou dJdid the « orvect
things.” And they did not do
the correct things", Hagqani
interjected loudly

the domesiic market. the gov-
ernment could cut down ex-
ports of fertilizer. During the
July-Oclober period of last
vear. the governmenl exported
434,000 metric tons (MT) of
fertilizer as against only
period of 1993. No wonder,
the governmeni could not
meel domestic demand for
300,000 MT in Pebruary-
March of this vear., anl thas.
contributed 1w the so-called
“artificial shortage” during the

peak season.
Once Lhe crisis broke owt,

the govermmen! commitied
the second grave mislake — it
resorted to administrative so-
lution te a major economic
problem. Shortage of fertilizer
in the market — no matter
who created it — does not
demand replacement ol mar-
ket forces. Moreover, doesn't
it deserve little more thinking
on the part of the government
to clislodge a fertilizer distribu-
tion sysiem Lhat was put in
place afier decades of hard
work., and that was paying
good dividends even until the
“artificial shortage” broke out?
How can a democratic gov-
ernment. which also remains
committed to market -oriented _
policies, replace a private sec-
lor ed system with an admin-
isiered one without discussing
Lhe and cons in public”

ay. as the government .
reverts back to the old system,
chances for bunglings in the
future may diminish. but ques-
tions will remain about the
loses incurred, damages done.
and lives lost. The fertilizer
crisis once again taught us one.
of the oldest lessons — eco-
nomic problems require eco-
nomic solutions, departure
irom this prineiple does not
heip much. Perhaps, the policy
makers of the couniry would
lind time o understand it, and
thus, will spare the nation
from such Quixotic adventures
in the future.

sﬁppnrt and partnership of
various kinds specially
between businessmen. wor-
kers, people of different sect-
ors and providers of services e
g education, employment,
health. housing, criminal jus-
- tice, law enforcement. And.
above all, mutual understa-
nding and cooperation among
the different agencies having
the same theme is a must.
ACPF has by now been well-
known throughout the inter-
national arena for its active
role and positive contribution
to wards making the world
safer for our next generation.
in the context of the pre-
sent day situation 1 feel
tempted to quote the words of
Martin Luther King. "Sooner or
later all the people of the

‘world will have 1w discoves the .

~way (o live together in peace.”

And "Less Crime, More Justice
and Security for All" is a defi-
nitely positive step towards
that cherished goal under the
benign auspices of the” United
Nations Organization — to at-
tain' the moito of ACPF:
Prosperity without Crime.

Dr M Enamul Hug is Coun
cillor, Asia Crime Prevention
Foundation and President.
ACPF, Bangladesh. The above
write-up is based on his
speech at the 9th UN Congress
on the . Prevention aof Crime
and Treatment af Offenders

held in Cairo, Egypt (29 April-
8 May 1995)

We were simply appalled by
his attitude towards the issue.
They were not in a mood to
tolerate the slightest criticism.
Pakistan army had become a
sacred cow that could not be
touched. It had become too big
for its boots and their wings
had to be drastically clipped.

Peerzada had the reputation
ol being an intellectual-in the
army. It must have been an
especially foul day for him.
lnsiead of replying to us cour-
teously he chose the surest
way to lose an argument. He
should have spoken with cold
logic and hard facts.

Our sense of pride was hurt
"Hey this guy cannot tick us off
like this. We are not a bunch of
juveniles.” So. we began our of-
lensive in a concerted manner,
The interesting Lthing was that
the conversation/encounter/
debate was limited to on a part
or the crowd (4/5 probation-
ers only }. The others were not
aware of the incident at all.

"Prom our very limited
knowledge of tactics and strat-
edy as obtained through fer-
eign journals we think your
‘operation” grandslam was an
unforgivable bilunder”
"grandslam”™ was Ayub's own

idea.] "We do not think this
army is any good. we should

cut down its allocations by
half”, we said.

"The cut should be drastic,
half will not do. We should cut
down the White Elephant's ex-
penditure by two-thirds. That
will cut out the [at and keep
the muscle,” others said,
Peerzada did not know how Lo
react,

We continued to tea<se the
General (he had earned it by
his conduct). Javed from the
Punjab said. not exactly to the
General, but very much within
his hearing. "We do ol need a
standing army at all It is un
Islamic. During the tjme of our
Prophet (sm). and the Caliphs
there was no standing army So
if we mean our |slamic title of
the Republic serioasty 1t

T A bet st ke '
arely " Now |
turn o he surprised by Lhe ab
surdity of our cendudct
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