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Business leaders speak out

Today: S M Ziaul Huq, Chair-
man, Bus-Truck Owners'

Association.
Tomerreow: Sajjad Hossain,

President, Bangladesh
Computer Samity.
See details on page 6
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Article

Rememﬁeﬁng
Holocaust and
Other Genocides

Column : Another Voice

by Kazi Fazlur
Rahman
Page 4

¢ International

h China conducts N-test
just after UN confce
on NPT

Nepalese party calls for
return of land granted
to India under the
Sugauli Treaty
Page 5

Business

Drought hampers tea
| production in Sylhet

|  Auto dispute with

dapan : US hopes to

" reach negotiated
settlement
Pages 6, 7

DSE  index T64.31 (+0.0T%) ‘

Market capitaiisation Tk 45.27 billion
Turnover in volume 108364
{ | Tumower in value Tk 1671 miflion

| i e
Health
Committed o the

Cause of the Visually -
Impaired; Single Dose
Treatments in Tropical
Infeetious Diarrhoea;
New Treatment Avai-
lable for Psoriasis; Mal-
nutrition : A Silent
Disaster;: The South
Goes Ahead with
HIV Vaccine
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NEWS BRIEFS

Fahd greets Biswas

Pressdent Abdur Rahman
Biswas vesierday received
nessages ol lelicitation from
the kuw of the Kingdom of
Sauwdi Arabia Fahd Bin Abdul
Ariz Al Saud un the occasion of
Eid-ul-Azha. King Fahd wished
happiness and prosperity of
the beotherly peeople of
Bangladeshi and prayed for ut-
mwrst  wellare. success and
glory of the Muslim Ummah.
Crown Prince and Deputy
Prime Minister of the
Kingdom Abdullah Bin Abdul
Aziz Al -Saud also expressed
idemiical sentiment in his
message. reports UNB.

Abedi hospitalised
KARACHI. May 15: Agha

Hasan Abedi., founder of the
collapsed Bank of Commerce

and Credit International
(BCCI]. has been hospitalised
with hos
pital officials saild lndljr_

Abedi's family has refused
comment. Abedi. partially
paralysed by a stroke he suf-
lered years age. is confined to
a wheeichair and has serious

heart problems. réports AP.
17 killed in
Tajik violence
MOSCOW. May 15: At least
six Taillk soldiérs a policeman

and 10 rebels were kitled in a
new wave of fighting at the
weekend before talks between
the Tajik governmemt and
rebel leaders, Russian news
agencies said, reports Reuter.
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Depression crosses 1into Orissa

High wde whipped by rain
amed squally wind submerged
the country’s low-lying coastal
areas vesterday as the mild
depression in the Bay of Bengal
passed over Bangladesh, cross-
Ing the Indian state of Orissa.

Clouds swept by the eye of
the depression caused scat-

tered raintall all over the
country. marking a welcome
end of a nearly three week-

long stifling hot spell. |

The Met Office said the
depression over the northwest
Bay crossed the Orissa coast at
about .6:30 pm Monday. over-
flowing some ol the embank-
ments in the low-lying areas,
andl washing shrimp beds and
sall pans dlong the Bangladesh
coast.

However, no report of any

High tide washes away
shrimp beds, salt pans

By Staft Correspondent

human «asually was reaclily

available lrom  our correspon-
dent s,
Seme ‘kKutcha' dwellings

were damaged due to water
rise while people in Char Dhal
of Char Fashion. Char Kukri

Mukri. Nijhum Dwip of Hatiya -

and Char Nizam ol Manpura
rushed (o the nearby cyclone
shelters, they said.

The normal high tide
swelled by Sunday’'s full moon
caused such increase in the
waler' level. officials of the
Metearological Department
explained.

The Cyclone Preparedness
Cenire (CPP) officials in Dhaka
said they received reports of
Waler increases by an average
ol  three to four feet in 30
coastal thanas.

Day -long showers, caused by a mild depression in the Bay
of Bengal, led to water-logging in many parts of t,he city

ye-n rday.

CPP volunteers were alert
in these areas and were relay-
ing cautionary signal nurhber
three. which means that the
port is threatened by squally
wind. they added.

Our Cox's Bazar correspon-

dent reported that the surg-
ing water had flooded shrimp
heds and sall pans in the dis-
trict, ¥

Besides. low-lving areas of '
Peshkarpara in the town, Ali

Akbar Dal area in Kutubdia.
Dhalgati. Matarbari and
Shaplapur were also inundated
by walter.

Most parts of the {*nunlr}r‘
expoericneed moderate rainfall

vesterday  hringing further re-

lief 1o the drought-hit people,
particularly the farnnng com
Inunity.

The highest rainfall recor-
ded Ry the Met Office till 6 pm
yesterday was* H4mm in
Teknaf followed by 56mm in
Bhola, 31 mm in Patuakhali,
30mm each in Dhaka and
Kutubdia, 26mm each in
Sylhet and in Chittagong,
20nun in Satkhira, 17mm in
Feni, 16mm in Barisal, 14mm
in Chuadanga l3mm in
Comilla, and 36mm in Cox's
Bazar.

In Dhaka. the rainfall glad-
dened the city dwellers who
welcomed the showers after a
prolonged dry spell. It drizzled
imcessantly from the afternoon
until the time of filing this re-
port last night.

Weathermen forecast light
Lo moderate rain and showers
accompanied by temporary
gusty or squally wind at most
places over Khulna. Barisal di-
visions, at mnn]r places over
Dhaka amnd - it~
sions. and mioderately heavy
falls at places over the coastal
regions of the country today.

There may h{‘llght to mod-
erate rain and showers al one
or \wo places over Rajshahi di-
vision.

Rainfall is likely to continue
in the next two days with little
change for another five days,
the forecast said.

9 @The Daily Btar

JAISHTHA 2, 1402 BS,

ZILHAJJ

15, 1415 HIJRI

1o

Moneylink
ATM’s

Standard Chartered,

-',.‘},'---: :--jﬂ‘-" _s#'??'!

&*‘wﬁgf_.

.- 1 : .. i;-a:‘l:!_:i::'

Jemima Goldsmith, 21-year-old daughter of millionaire British financier Sir James
Goldsmith, who 1s to marry Pakistani cricket superstar Imran Khan, being driven in a car
from her: "':urrey home in England by her mother{ not in picture) Sunday — AFP/UNB Photo.
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Imran-Jemima

LONDON. Mav 15: The
hotiest news i the British
press on Monday was the up-
coming marriage of former
Pakistani cricket star Imran
Khan and Jemima Goldsmith,
daughter of wealthy industrial-
ist Jimmy Goldsmith. reports
AFP,

The former Pakistan
cricket captain announced the

- wedding plans in a press

See also Page 10

statemerit here at the week-
endl.

The contrasts quickly be-
came grist for the London
Labloids: He's 42, she's 21.
he's Muslim. she's a Jewish-

~catholic, but has reportedly

converted to Islam,
The Sun ran a picture of the

.grinning bride-io be in a very

low-cut black cocktail dress,

holding a Mluted glass of some- -
Lhing., under the headline; "50
lashes il you do this in

Pakislan, Mrs Khan.” :

See Page 12 Col 8
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Some 30 US immigrant
visas were issued to Banglade-
shis lasi year and the number
may increase slightly in the
fature.

This was stated by David R
Dreher. € hiet of the US
consular section in Dhaka,
while Lalking w a group of
the embassy
premises vesterday.

Dreher said that nearly 50
per cend of those who apply for
US non-immigrant or tourist
visas (rom Dhaka are found
eligible for visiting the United
States. Last year the embassy

issued 16,000 lowrist visas.
Around 1200 studenis were
also given visas

-Dreher said. this year some
36. 0000 applications are
expecied and nearly halfl of
them migiht Lopefully be found
eligible lor getuing US visas.

David R Ureher. who heads
a four-member team of
consular officers assisted by
len loral staff. replied to
questions relating o issues of
immigrant and non-wumnigrant
visas He also explained the
sysiem and regulations con-
cerning the visa process. The
newsinen were shown (Lhe
consular section and also had
an opportunity w observe so
me visa interviews in progress

By Staff Correspondent

Rathleem T Rochester, In-
lormation Offiger and Syed
Asaduzzaman IBachchu) of the
USIS were also present.

Dreher said. "H is part of
our job (o assist visitors to the
United States. We are here to
issue a visa il a person gua-
lifies. AL the same tme we
have (o be convinced that the
applicants are borafide tour-
ists. We do nol enjoy turning
down a genuine visa applicant.”

Asked why a large number
of applicanis failed to receive
visas. Dreher said, many ol
those who applied did not
meet Lhe basic requirements.
‘it is essential that those
applying for a US visa convince
the Visa Officer of his inten-
tion to return to the country
and 1ol stay back.

“The Visa Officer is respon-
sible Lo determine through and
interview it the person who is
asking for a visa would come
back. "

Dreher said he was aware of
complaints irosm those who
lajled w receive a visa. But
added. "Wr have a limited time
to interview people. On an ave-
rage. as many as 200 appli-
cants seek visas. And in July,
during the admission season,
the number sometime incre-
ases Lo 35!] persons a day.’

Dreher. however, said, "If
Lhere is any genuine comp-
laint. we definitely look into it.
Besides, one can come back
and be interviewed again."

There are instances when
several people come back to
take Irequent chances for
receiving a visa for which
reason a previously im
restriction NMITY (No More
Interviews This Year) has been
done away with since August
last to provide a greater
opportunity, Dreher explained.

He said a Department of
Justice survey conducted about
a year ago showed that nearly
one-fourth of the Bangladeshis
who were granted non-
immigrant visas stayed back in
the United States. .

"The non-returning rate is
high and one has to be careful
in issuing a tourist visa.,”" D
her said. However, he
the problem of staying back
illegally was not confined to
Bangladeshis alone.

“Right now, it is estimated
that two million of the four
million people who are staying
illegally in the United States
entered legally.”

Thg chiefl of the US
consular section said, "We are
very concerned about allega-

See Page 12 Col 4

Delimitation' of
|5 constituencies
finalised

The Election Commission
vesterday finalised delimitation
of jurisdiction of 15 parliamen-

| tary constifwencies in the dis-

tricts of Panchagarh, Thakur-
gaon, Dinajpur and Nilphamari,
reports BSS.

The commission on the
first dayv ot the public hearing
1 deliitation of the ar-
eas ol the constituencies, fi-
nalised the jurisdiction ol re-
spective constituencies after
hearing both the sides con-
cerned coming from the dis-
tricts and reviewing the dl:l{'
uments and reports,

Following are the numbers
and names ol (he constituen-
cies with their respective ar-
eas Panchagarh-1 Tetulia of
Panchagarh distrigl, Pancha-

it Sacks 5 ibrwaiten T vhaia.

See Page 12 Col 6

Saudi Fund for
Development
team due today

A seven-member delegation
of Saudi Fund for Development
will arrive in Dhaka today to
follow up the progress of the
Saudi-aided projects. reports
UNB.

During their tour. members
of the delegation. led by Dr

1 Abdul Aziz Bin Mohammad Al-

Turky. are expected to visit
some projects in Chittagong
and Cox's Bazar areas. They
will also talk with officials on

Saudi development aid to
Bangladesh.
Besides reviewing the

progress of the current pro-
jects in the country, the dele-
gation will also discuss future
aid programme.

The other members of the
delegation are Engineer Yousuf
Ibrahim Al-Bassam, Moham-
mad Abdur Rahiman Al-Mansur,
Faisal Abdul Aziz Hashem,
Engineer Abdullah Hamood Al-
Khaneni, Engineer Mohammad

See Page 12 Col 6

Mystery fumes
engulf Japan's

subway station
YOKOHAMA, Japan, May 15

| Mystery fumes engulfed a ma-

jor subway station in Yokoha-
ma, Tokyo's port city tonight,
overcoming at least 20 people
including three who were
rushed to hospital, police
reported, says Reuter. -

There was no immediate
indication that the fumeés were
linked to previous peison-gas
attacks in Japan. inchuding two
previous incidents in Yoke-
hama last month that sent 500
people to hospital.

But it was a new security
scare for Japan, which has

See Page 12 Col 7 -

| Liative

Salam phones Z1]lur,
proposes d1alogue

By Staff Correspondent

The ruling party ft‘hltl‘ﬂﬂ}'
made o tormal lor a dialogue
with the Oppositien in an ef-
fort to end the continuing po-
litical crisis in the country.

BNP Secretary
Abdus Salam Talukdar yester-
day phoned his Awami League

counterpart Zillur Rahman
and conveyed the- offer for
Iilil‘{*‘!'l.

"He phoned ine  this
nwrning and requested an ini-
for a tormal dialogue on
the present political situation.”
Zillur Rahman told The Duily
Star last night.

"I reminded him about our
demands and said unless those
were met inchyiflieg the e
nkind lor a carelaker govern
ment. no dialegue could vyield
any  truitful result.” the AL
Greneral Secretary said.

Rahman added: "1 did not
turn down his proposal and
told hun that | would inform
shim ol the Opposition stance
alter discussion with my col-
leagues after the return of my
party chiel Sheikh Hasina."

The mdin opposition AL

General

. alwoys i

president Sheikh Hasina, now

tricts.is expected to return to
the capital lomorrow.

Immediately after her re- .

turn. the AL would hold a
press conlerence on the pre-
senit political situation, a se-
nior AL leader said.

The BNP Secretary General
said vesterday. "Our aim is to
make the groeundwork for a
negotiated settlement which
may culminate in formal talks
between the two  leaders.”(
meaning ' Prime Minister

Begum Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasina).

He *-uil.d that the BNP was

itia ek
setflementt of the present -

litical standofl but unfortug:
nately both sides had falled to
reach a settdement.

He said that if leaders of

both camps sit with an open

mind something could surely
be worked out.

Tulukdar referred to the
Prime Minister's recent offer
to sit with the Opposition,

Sec Page 12 Col 2

on a trip te the northern dis- | oo 200,

Protests across Kashmir continue

Opposition demands
Rao's resignation

NEW DELHI. May 15: Indian
opposition parties lambasted
the prune minister today and
threalened a no-confidence

vole over the government s
Kashmir policy. as Indian
troops enforced a curfew

there for the lilth day. report
AF. Reuter.

Parliament suspended busi-
ness lor a healed debate on Lhe
hurning last week of the lown
ol Charar e Sharil and ijs ven-

Dhaka condemns

Kashmir incidents

Bangladesh yesterday con-
demned strongly the destruc-
tion of the shrine complex at
Charar-e-Sharif in Kashmir and
expressed concern over the
detertoration ol situation in
the only Muslim-majorily state
of India. reports LINB,

The holy complex, also com-
prising a mosque, was burnt w
level and about 50 people were
killedd during a fighting bet-
ween (he Indian security for-
ces and Musliin mulitants figh-
ting lor lreedom on Thursday.

The governmemt of Bang
Lylesh continues 1o view with
»UTious concern the reported

deterioration ol whe situation
See Page 12 Col 3

crated 15th-cemtury Muslim
shrine. The oppeosition de-
manded Prime Minister P V

Narasimha Rao's resignation.
The walnut-wood shrine
was reduced to ashes Thursday
in a battle between separatist
Muslim militants and Indian

troops.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, leader
of the main opposition

Bharativa Janata Party (BJP).
criticised the government for
refusing to take responsibility
lor the gutting of the shrine in
Charar-e-Sharif town.

“This is an indecisive, non-
funetioning and week govern-
ment. This government is giv-
ing a picture of helplessness.
This government should go.”
Vajpayee thundered in par-
lHament's Lok Sabha, the lower
house. =

Speaker of Lok Sabha
Shivraj Patil said” he had re-
ceived 14 demands from op-
position parties for a discus-
sion on Kasiir.

George. Fernandes, Samata
Party leader. demanded the
removal ol Kashinir's gover-
nor, lormer army chietl
General K V Krishna Rao. and
wai 1ol Prime "Minister Rao
should also resign.

‘We wanl this goverpment

See Page 12 Col 8

South Asia has rapidly grown in importance for US: Raphel

Throughout South Asia.
denwcracy is a4 vibrami . o still
evolving lorce which the US
wWanis o continue W encourage
and assist. Robin Raphel. US
Assistant Secretary of State
lor South Asian Aflairs said.

reports BSS,
Speaking belore members

ol the nauonal advisory

on South Asian Aﬂm
Washington recently. Raphel
praised that organisation as "a
link between US policy makers
and an uwreasingly successful,
active and selfl-confident South
Asian American community.
The more mformation flows in
buth dirertions.~ she pointed

owt. the more clearly we
demonsirate the depth and

breadih of the common inter-
esis between Sowth Asia and
ihe United Staces of America

according o a USIS press re
lcase issued in Dhaka yester-

|

Robin Raphel said South
Asia is a region that has

- rapidly grown in impeortance

for the United Siates.
However. she pointed out.
force behind the
growing lies beiween Lhe USA
and Seuth Asian couniries is a

i.

cvolving partnership. | would
onlv add that this partnership
is already seen as an important
success of the Clinton adminis-

Narrating her experience
during her receni trip with-
the US First Lady to five South
Astan countries Robin Raphel
observed her visit brought to
the fore the human face of US
interests in South Asia. "Mrs
Clinton's  visit reminded us
that we share other important
concerns including the envi-
the siatus of women and the
family She stressed the im-
portance of javesting in the
human resources ol the re-
@ion. locussing partic ularly on

worpen and girls.” she said.

During this trip. Rebin
Raphel said, "we learned a
great deal about the challenges
facing the people of South Asia.
We. found a deep admiration
for the United States through-
out the region and a strong
desire for American engage-
memt and leadership there. But
we also saw how South Asians
are applying their own talent,
energy and incentiveness o
solve problems.

The US Assistant
of State said, Mrs Clinton was
struck by the success of efforis
such as the Grameen Bank in
Bangladesh to buifld the eco-
nomic strength of families and
communities. "Such models

have relevance in America as
well as Bangladesh,” she said.
She also pointed out that
the economic reforms insti-
tuted by Prime Minister Rao's
government in India hl\rt
opened the economy to accel-
erating change. e is a
rapidly growing class of con-
sumers whose economic and

political demands will have a
major impact on Indian soci-
ely.

rFmﬂ.l:n. undergoing its
own economic transformation,
is also grappling with the vex-
ing gquestion of how to build a

modern Islamic state, she
‘Throughout the region,

democracy is a vibrant, if still

evolving force which we want
lo continue to encourage and
assist. Protecting human
rights is an area of particular
concern (o Americans. Sri
Lanka has demonstrated that a
truly horrific human rights sit-
uation can be tumed around in

a few short years. In India .’

there is growing public
awareness and activism aimed
at better attaining the human
rights norms enshrined in the
constitution. We want to con
tribute — tactfully and con-

structively — to affording the

people of South Asia, the pro-

tection their own traditions

and institutions guarantee ™

Robin Raphel pointed out.
See Page 12 Col 6

60 killed, 200

hurt in Indian

train accident
- NEW DELHI, May '15: At
least 60 people were killed
injured in the Indian
state of Tamil Nadu when an
express train collided head-on
with a gooeds train which ap-
parently ignored a stop signal,
officials said today, reports
Railway Minister C K Jaffer
Sharief told the Press Trust of
India (PTI} news agency that
the accident, which occurred
around midnight near the
Tamil Nadu town of Salem, ap-
pearcd to have been caused by
"human failure.”
Sharief said the driver ef
the empty goods train had ap-
parently disregarded a stop
1‘na] on the single track line.
Tﬂﬂm for<RaEn-
" See Page 12 Col 7

DCCI demands
tax-free
Investment in
4 sectors

The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and [ndustry
(DCCI) urged the government
lo make Lax-free the invest-
ment in-elecironic assembling
industry, computer software,
cutlery and agrobased indus-
tries for their flourishment
and employment of huge
unemploved manpower of the
mumnr reporis UNB,

-holiday period should
be cuntinued up to the year
2000." said DCCl president
Rashed Maksud Khan in an
exclusive meeting with
National Board of Revenue
(NBR) Chairman Dr Akbar Ali-
Khan. held at the latter's office-
vesterday to disguss tax-re-

lated lems.
Khan underscored the need

tor increasmg 1he laxpayers'

“capability 1o pay tax and in that

context he emphasised em-
ployment generation.

The DCCI president ree-
ommended that a list of basic
raw materials should be pre-
pared to aveid confusion and
complicacy at the time of im-
port of raw materials by the
established industries.

He said that import of in-
dustrial raw materials should
be (ree from all formalities and
priority in customs clearance
should also be ensured.

See Page.12 Col 7

Dialogue on IRBD
draft report
begins today

By Staff Correspondent
A two day dialogue on the
draft report on the Indepen-
dent Review of Bangladesh's
Development (IRBD) begins
today in Lthe city. '
The objective of the dia-
logue. organised by the Centre
for Policy Dialogue, a private
think-tank. is to expose the
draft report to public discus-
sions and put the facts and
analyses presented in the re-
port to constructive comment.
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman and the Prime Minis-,
ter's Special Envey Morshed
Khan will be present as special
guests at the inaugural session
of the dialogue to be held at
the Sonargaon Hotel at 2:30
n.
" The opening will be fol-
lowed by an oveérview session

| lo be addressed by four desig-

nated discussants — Dr

Mashiur Rahman. Secretary of

Railways Division, Tercan

Baysan. Chief Economist of the
See Page 12 Col 1



