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Resume Talks
Everybody ds talking about the elections, and
yet nobody is talking about solving the problems.
that may threaten holding it in a free and fair
manner. While there is now no question that the
next general election will be held by January
next. people who are most important in maki
that exercise smooth and effective, are locke
into a politics of non-communication. This si-
lence has to be broken, and broken immediately.
Frankly, we do not understand how our politi-
cal leaders plan to hold the next election without
any prior understanding between the ruling and
the opposition parties. BNP is proceeding on the
assumption that regardless of any pre-election
understanding, the opposition will be forced to

articipate in the Ells. Its LFamc A:ulan appears to
| spee

that it will ead, fu ., with election
reparations. ‘Begum Zia will resign 30 days be-
g::re the election as she has agreed, which . it ex-

pects, will take the wind out of the sail of the op-
position claim of partisanship in the election
process, and force the opposition to participate
in the polls. Thus it feels under no compulsion to
create a conducive atmosphere for ensuring a
smooth election.

We consider this to be a ve.rr shortsighted and
politic naive strategy. After last four and a half

years of experience, the ruling party should be
convinced that for whatever its is worth, the op-
position has enough power and strength to throw
a spanner in whatever plans the ruling party can
have. In fact the lesson is clear that neither side

can determine the future political course® of
Bangladesh without the cooperation of the other.
This realisation makes it absolutely necessary that
both sides should now agree on some core issues
as to how to conduct the polls. There are many
issues to decide on, like campaign rules, control
of election expenditure, containing election vio-
ence, campaigning "dos and don’ts,” norms
{viu:a'm which campaign behaviour will be con-

tained. etc. There will be a lot of tension and ri-
valg' in the ensu elections. It is nece that
leaders of both sides sit together and to de-

vise ways to lessen that tension and the sure

chance of election-related violence. Such a possi-

bility will be exploited by the anti-social ele-

- ments, who may
ifrease their own importance and need. We

sherefore urge both the ruling party and the op-

position to resume their negotiations which will

create the grounds for a genuine political dia-

e leading to a summit'

the PM and Sheikh Hasina.

Stop It!

When will this horror stop? How? You don't
really need to read in the press of stampede
deaths of poor people. It is only a miracle that
their mad rushes at all urban eentres on all Eid
occasions do not end up in stm::lpa:le deaths. For

" one to takeé a lesson in the reality of our social
and economic situation — a look at any of these
nightmarish congregations would be an ideal
course. -

create such a condition just to

evel meeting between
L

Of course, police could work more efficiently
to prevent these stampedes. But it is not for them

to prevent the thro . For there s aecepted
sanction for such pu shows of charity. We can
stop such massive spectacles of want and inhu-

manity by working on two fronts. Poverty, abject
inability to buy and use the barest necessities of
life, must becomé the first concern of all organ-
ised activity in the land, beginning from politics.
Pu.llmigenple out of the vicious cycle of poverty
must become a personal virtue of the highest
- order. But this is to be a long long engage-
ment. And while t continues it is impera-
tive to make an urgent move on a more practical
scale. |
Charity is a virtue. It is a religious act too. But
to make a show of it is not so religious a perfor-
mance. Let not your right hand know what your
left hand had given in charity, says an important
hadith. The Zakat Board is there for all to turn
over their charities to. Even after that if one
wishes to enjoy the pleasure of handing over
“things in son — let one travel to pockets of
poverty, do the bit and just melt. This is to say
that massive rushes for meat or saree can be pre-

vented that particular mode of charity
‘distribution, without hurting religious injunc-
 tions. |

Daily road deaths, then the interminable dowry
deaths, the increasing incidertce of murder and
now these stampede deaths — this is our every
day's read. And it surely is brutalising the mind of
our society as a whole. If this would go on unchal-
lenged, we would certainly end up as a nation of
mindless killers. . ;

We very decidedly do net want to be that.

Towards Tolerance

Today is the International Day of Families. This

is a new day introduced from this year by the
United Nations.
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali's. The opening
ear's theme of the day is Tolerance Begins in the

This year's 'theme pushes a little to the rear

the subject-matter of the day. Religion and na-

- tionalism rather than contributing to an increase
in tolerance, which they should have according to
their protestations, have over the recent years
been acting as positive boosters. A fresh social
front is yetl to be opened to engage intolerance.
Zealotry and bigotry, in the name of fundamen-

_ talism on the one hand and militant socialism on
the other, have prevented the world from enjoy-
ing a well-earned relief after the demise of gﬂ
supreme manifestation of intolerance that fascism
and nazism were. The issue of tolerance is so big
and urgent that the UN could as well announce an
international day of tolerance and cap it with a
theme, the same theme as of this family day's —
tolerance begins in the family.

The old adage had it in other words: charit
begins at home. Tolerance is a charity — a catholi-
city of mind, that should best begin at home or in
the family. This cannot simpl in families of
the Roman pater families model. And we do have
a problem here. Most of the families in our nation
still follow that traditional autocratic model
which can teach an but tolerance. In the
other extreme there are begin to bé families
WI::'TIEB t::ht elders do f?ﬁé much care for the

s — _ 0 ma to -

E:’m and uthermuency. L g addic
To contribute to the cause of tolerance a family
Jnust be more of a family, with more love, more
Aaccommodation, more freedom and responsibil-
ity. Let us strive towards that.

o

The initiative is Secretary-

T

HE basis of democracy
is that every individual
has occasion o exerc-
ise his or her vote freely to

choose individuals for a
particular seat or post. This
voie is nol translerable and

cannol be exercised by proxy.
Given the basic concept of
adult franchise, any indirect
vote is bound o be controver-
sial. particularly since it trans-
lers the basic individual right
of choice ol electors of one
constituency (o another indi-
vidual who then takes a solitary

decision on behall of ﬂtl_irrs
which may npt be really repre-
seritative. In third world coun-

tries where individuals are in-
variably more susceptible to
the iInfluences of power,
money etc than in western
countries, there is always the
possibility that for various con-
' siderations the indirect vote
' may be cast against the actual
aspirations of the basic unét of
a democracy. the individual ci-
tizen. Therefore it inculcates
an element of corruption at its
very inception. Moreover it
circumvents the process of a
candidate's accountability be-
fore the masses that is one of
the basic premises of democ-
racy. :

The Federal structure in
Pakistan is composed of the
directly elected National
Assembly
elected Upper House called
the Senate Albeil peopled by
some very fine men and
women for the most part, the
indirect elections to the
Senate (each Province has
equal number of seats with a
number reserved for tech-
nocrats, etc) offers an oppor-
tunity for chicanery inasmuch
as the Electoral College is
composed of the members of
the respective Provincial
Assemblies (with Punjab having
the maximum of 240 electors
for 20 senate seats i.e. 12

electors can vote into office a

Senator while at the other end
of the scale Balochistan's 45
electors vote also for 20
- Senate seats. i.e. only 2 votes
lo get a Senator elected).
While the Senate is supposedly
a higher body than the
National Assembly (NA), this
lop-sided indirect elections to
fill its seats contradicts its

 higher status. undercutting

and an indirectly-

Direct Vote and Democracy

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

the
basic principle of exercise of
adult f{ranchise to fill all
electable slots in a democracy.
It gives an inordinate advan-
lage to those with money
and/or influence to become
members of the Upper House.
Conceivably those who have
made their money illegally apd
do not want to go through the
exhaustive "accountability be-
fore the masses” process of a
full-fledged election campaign,
can avoid the elections to the
Provincial (PA) or National
Assemblies (NA) and
“purchase” the small number
of necessary voters to pget
elected Lo the Senate by either

giving "donations” to individual

legislators or to the political
party whose support they want.

PA) elections (whose terms
must also be shortened from
five to four years as per Ms
Benazir's pre-election
promisej.

An important and positive
announcement has been made
by the Prime Minister Ms
Benazir Bhutto with respect to
reviving the Joint Electorate
System. The present separate
electorate is favoured

the religious

‘who conlest the claim of t

minorities to exercise equal
vote as for the Muslims. In ef-
fect they are cutting their nose
to spite their faces because in
any case they are now sitting
in the Assemblies with such
individuals who could normally
?m get elecied in a joint elec-
orate system unless they re-

only about 1000-2000 peopile
to be representative of hun-
dreds of thousands. This is not
logical and must be done away
with immediately We not that
FM Ms Benazir has appealed to
the Leader of the Opposition,
Mian Nawaz Sharif. to support
her contention for a Joint
Electorate System. In the
supreme interest of integrity
and unity of the country. this
non-partisan support should be
immediately forthcoming to
correct this farcical anomaly.

It is a matter of great satis-
faction that the three tjers
propoused for the Local Bodies
system in Punjab are all to be
voied for directly. This is a
logical conchusion of all factors
necessary in a democracy. Al
the grassrootis level and

article (The Majority Vote) to
determine the majority vote of
the populace. This principle
must be followed for the next
tier i.e. District Councils. Town
Committees, Municipal

Committees, Municipal and

Metropolitan Corporations

with the proviso that only
those who qualified for the
Run-off election in the second
tier vote are eligible for being
aspirants for the third tier.
Those who -aspire to be candi-
dates for the Provincial or
National Assemblies or the
Senate should have grassroots
support in their Constituencies
by being at least eligible for the
second tier of the Local Bodies.
If a person cannot get at least a
few thousand votes at the basic
unit level what are his creden-

Our country is bedevilled by nepotism and corruption. The germs of these maladies lies in the
selection''rather than the "election" process that is presently in vogue in this country. The
mechanics of our democracy is very wrong.

One should not forget that this
concept of indirect vote was
firmly rejected by the
Pakistani populace in the form
of Field Marshal Ayub Khan's
80000 Basic Democrats who
formed an Electoral College to
elect [(Provincial and National)
legislators, etc as well as the
President. The Opposition to
this concept stemmed from
the fact that the masses were
effectively disenfranchised by
the indirect method and that
the smaller number of elec-
tions could be influenced to
cast their vote in particular
marnner by wvarious means,
some of them coercive in na-
ture. The same principle must
apply to the Senate, being a
higher body than the National
Assembly, it's claim to legality
can only be borme out if its
members are directly elected
by the populace. To give conti-
nuity to the democratic pro-
cess, direct elections to the
Senate, where members'

terms should only be of four.

years, can be held during the
mid-term stage of the NA (and

ally had electoral merit. Today.
while western democracy is
much closer to the qgriginal
concept of democracy than
others, where do they keep

. special seats reserved for their

minorities? The separate elec-
torate system is divisive it
works against the unity of the
nation by alienating the differ-
ent minorities as not being
part of the mass electorate. It
gives a clear signal to the
Christians, Hindus, etc that
they are not to be treated as
equal citizens of the State.

When you have such a built-in
self destruction mechanism to
subvert the loyalties of one's
own citizens, why should we
worry about the other factors
that militate against the in-
tegrity of the country? In an-
other illogical arrangement,
the whole country is the elec-
torate in the present separate
electorate system for the mi-
norities. While logistically an
impossible exercise for candi-
dates, it allows persons who
can command a core group of

thereby up the various levels
those elected must have a di

rect mandate from the people
and should not rely on back-

room deals, influence-peddling

and money-wheeling to be-
come so-called “elected” rep-
resentatives. The only change
one would recomnmend is that
once a village/mohalla Council
is elected on a slate basis with
the members being inducted
on the basis of maximum votes
in order of priority, whether
they are 3 or 7 or 11 elected
members (depending upon the
size of the population), there
should be a second round to
determine who is the highest
vote-getter in the Constituency
s0 as to be the Chairperson.
Similarly those who are aspi-
rants for the second tier ie.
the Union/Ward Council must
have got at least 20 per cent
votes in the first tier elections
for the village/mohalla
Councils to qualify for eligibil-
ity. Unless a candidate gets 50
per cent vote in the first round
there must be a run-off elec-
Ltions as explained in an earlier

tials for higher candidacy?
Without going into the contro-
versy of whether Senators
Gulzar and Wagar are loan de-
faulters or not according to the
list presented to the NA by the
Agriculture Minister, Mr
Talpur, the fact remains that a
cursory enquiry reveals that
these gcm.lcrﬁcn do not seem
to have many roots in any of
the constituencies of the
Punjab and that before
1985/1986 not much is
known about them. However
Senator Gulzar came "so close”
to being nominated for the
Speakersinp of the Senate. a
hearibeal away from being the
President ol Pakistan Without
casting any aspersion on father
and son. one condemns a sys-
tem that ‘elects” those who
cannot even relate o any par-
Licular constituency in the
Province. a case with most of
the Senators. The system s
supposed 1o he democratic bul
contradicts the basic principle
ol adult franchise at every
elected representative tier and
negates the grassrools ap-

proach that is the very essence
of democracy. While one may
disagree with Ms Benazir and
Mr Witto on any number of
counts. their suggestions about
the Joint Electorate System
and direct elections to every
Uer of the Local Bodies system.
seem o be rooted in demo-
cratic norms and not influ-
enced by narrow partisan
compulsions. al least on the
surface. These suggestions
must be modified to reflect
transparency and carried to its
logical conclusign. Our bedy
politic must be cleansed from
its various man-made aberra-
tions. In the supreme interest
of the nation these reforms
(after due adjustments) must
have complete and unreserved
support from the Leader of the

Dpppuitinnﬂ

Our country is bedevilled by
nepetism and corruption. The
germs of these maladies lies in
the "selection” rather than the
"election” process that is
presently in vogue in this
country. The mechanics of
democracy is very wrong.
While one cannot doubt gpat
manv corrupt individuals will
still get through. the exhaus-
tive election process up the
various tiers will severely cur-
tail their chances. The direct
mandate of tHe people is the
one person-one vole process
which must be the ultimate
and direct arbiters of candida-
cies for any elected office.

Similarly by adopting the
“grassroots approach” of quah-
fying the candidate aspirants
for Proviacial and National
Assemblies as well as tHe
Senate by making it obligatory
for them to be part of the Local
Bodies elections from its basic
unit upwards, we would have
ensured that the candidate
aspirants for higher elected of-
ficer must be deeply involved
with the respective con-
stituencies Lthey are supposed
lo be representative of. Every
elected office in the country
including the Presidency must
be directly elected by the peo-
ple on 1he basis of adult fran-
chise. That is the only way of
inaking sure- that the demo-

cratic system serves its main
purpose, ameliorating the
many problems of the masses.

Extraordinary Leadership Needed in the Battle for Survival

by Md Asadullah Khan

HE symptoms of deserti-
’ I fication in the northern
part of Bangladesh, the

climatic variations in the
length and breadth of the
country. the long spell of
drought still continuing

through April. and the indis-
criminate chopping ol trees
for use as fuel in the brick
fields in the districts of
Jessore, Khulna and Kushtia
trigger an alarming signal for
the whole country. The pro-
cess has started slowly and
much beyond our knowledge.
The spectre of famine-like
condition in paris of the coun-
try with horrifying conse-
queénces of destabilising

4 democracv and good gover-

nance haunts-the nation. We
have already witnessed the se-
quel to such miscalculation in
the preceding year which ac-
counted for a shortfall of Aman
production by about 30% in
the northern districts pre-
sumed to be the granary of the
country. Government is now
paying a high price for the loss
of crops by importing rice
from India. Thailand and the

USA. Sub-soil "'water level has -

gone down to such a low that
power pumps are becoming
ineffective. No wonder, the ef-
fect of Farakka barrage and
indiscriminate and unilateral
withdrawal of water of the
Ganges by India has con-

tributed significantly to all

these calamities now stalking
the nation.

In the face of all these
challenges. the country has to
develop its own strategies that
can counter the damage done
by Farakka. The insensibility of
the neighbour and its power
game must be viewed as a
monstrous action and the
country can't afford to remain
a perpetual victim to all these
challenges when its very exis-
tence as a independent and
self-sustaining nation is at
stake.. And.that calls for an
awareness on our part and the
people by and large should set
out to confront the most
pressing environmental prob-
lems — from global warming to
desertification.  including
poverty and underdevelop-
.ment, that- have touched off
Bangladesh not in a very in-
significant way.

While there has been inm; '

environmental progress in

some countries, the' state of’

Sir. During the summer,
the sun sets around 6-30 pm.
So the begins at 6-30
pm not before. It is ironical
that BTV telecasts a news
bulletin namely sandhya
khhabar (evening news) at 5-
10 pm in the afternoen. The
title of the news bulletin is
certainly appropriate for the
winter when the sun sets
around 5-30 pm. ] '

h"‘-n-..'!;l;h I would urge the
sh Television authori-

‘ties either to change the tittle

of the bulletin a8 bikeler

khabar (afternoon news) or tos

reschedule the time to 6-30Q

_ million acres of

the affair on our -part has
mostly gone downhill. Air pol-
lution through emission of
noxious gases from the facto-
ries, automobiles and other
sources has grown significantly
in parts of the country, espe-
cially in big cities like Dhaka,
Chittagong and Khulna.
Looking back at the global
scenario, broad atmeospheric

changes such as ozone deple-

tion and the building up of
green house gases are likely to
trigger an alarming situation
for the living species in the
world, not excluding our port
of the world. Statistics have it
that the world has lost 500
trees since
1972 and 500 million tons of
top soil. an amount equal to
the size of India and France
combined. Lakes, rivers and
even the seas have been turned
inte sewers and industrial
sumps. Tens of thousands of

emits 3% of ali produced
and accounts for 1% of the
worlds GNP. We have before us
as an object lesson the now
bankrupt countries of East
block whose singularly ineffi-
cient path to industrialisation
brought about some of the
world's worst environmental
disasters such as Chemobyl re-
actor leakage and Bhopal gas
explosion.

Man-made ravages continue
to put our country at serious
peril. Forest wealth of the
country is on the decline going
down to a meagre 7%,
Indiscriminate logging of trees
and pollution of lakes and

rivers by use of pesticides have

caused extinction of plants and
living species badly needed for
agricultural production and
balance of life. Toxic waste and
radicoactive ‘contamination

The worst environmental
ravages such as chopping of
trees for cooking fuel are ren-
dered by people i1 our country
who have no other [orm of in-
come. These people must

come oul, rather made to
come out from the ramshackle

poverty to cherish and harbour
such pious wishes. And here
the rich countries must play
their due role. Steps towards
sustainable development will
not come about unless some of
the wealth from the rich coun-
tries finds its way to the devel-
oping nations. Paradoxically, so
far the industrial nations have
held pretty tightly te their
purse strings. There were
hints as early as in 1992 that
as much as $6 billian would be

forthcoming in debt relief and -

other financial guarantees,
That figure seems to be a pit-

maintain equilibrium in any
country. But the bigger threats
are the Coqy and other green-
house gases produced in the
industrialised countries by the
burning of fossil fuels, that do
not remain confined in the re-
gion it is produced but are
drifted far away by air circula-
lion.

They are the producers but
we. in the other part of the

world are f(alling prey to their
actions. US environmental sci-

entist EPA Chief William Reilly
has termed the results as most
disturbing and vowed to push
for more siringent interna-
tional econtrol en CFC
(chlorofluro carbon). the man-
made chemical fhnught to be
largely responsible for trigger-
ing the problem. Most devel-
oped countries have agreed to
ban the substance by the year
- 2000. At the same time. the

additional thinning of the pro--

It is a Herculean task and no counitry alone can achieve success. Taking

effective action to halt the massive .

injury to the earth's environment will require a mobilisation of political will, international co-operation
sacrifice unheard of except in war time. It will be a appropriate to call it a war for survival. It is a cause §
whlﬁhaﬂmﬁmmultbeaﬂ@ .

plant and animal species that
shared the planet with us in
1972 have since almost disap-
peared. People would have ex-
pected feverishly that with the
end of the cold war tensions
and awareness of these grow-
ing ecological crises, the de-
veloped countries of the world
mainly Europe, North America
and Japan would get a rare op-
portunity to look beyond their
national boundaries and inter-
ests in reaching a common
agreement to bring about some.
basic changes in the way we
treat the environment.

The developed countries of
the world have been consum-
ing a disproportionate share of

* natural resources and generat-

ing the bulk of global pollution.
Many of the developing coun-
tries, for their part. are con-

- suming irreplaceable global re-

sources — eating the world's
seed corn, as it were, to pro-
vide for their exploding popu-

- lation. Paradogxically, the US

‘has 5% of world's population
but it uses 25% of the world's
energy, it emits 22% of all
(carbon dioxide] produced an
accounts for 25% of the
world's GNP. India has 16% of
the world's population, it uses
3% of the world's energy and

pm for the summer.

BTV authorities can deprive
us of many things for, maybe,
constrains of sorts, but can't
mislead us with wrong infor-
mation or presentation.

Warda Nasser Ali
92, Central Bashabo, Dhaka

Rape victim
Sir. I'm a foreigner, already

staying in your couniry for al-
most a month. During this pe-

riod, | have experienced hail-

storm and HARTAL. HARTAL is

‘not available in my country,

and | can't say whether it is

e

could lead to shortages of safe
drinking water, the sine qua
non of human exigtence. And
in a world that could house be-
tween eight billion apd 14 bil-
lion people by the mid 21st
century,. there is a strong like-
lihood of mass starvation. The
almost wholesale burning and
cutting of forests in the dis-
tricts of Sylhet, Khulna,
Chittagong and Mymensingh
are destroying irreplaceable
species everyday. This calls for
a sustainable development
shunning the practices that
are self-destructive.

A sustainable society is one
that manages its economic
growth in such a way as does
not cause any irreparable dam-
age to its gnvironment. By bal-
ancing economic requirement
with ecological concerns, it
satisfles the needs of the peo-
ple without' jeopardizing the
prospects ' of future genera-

tions. Bul a major obstacle to

tance compared with the $125
billion that a leading US scien-
tist has said the developed
countries will need to con-
tribute annually to protect the
natural resources and clean up
poilution.

The fact that in this sum-
mer the country has recorded
the highest temperdture since
1952 is most alarmin
Computer projections an
satellite readings collected be-
tween 1979 and 1990 present
the most up-to-date problem.
In. the summer more people
are moving outside and activi-
ties are numerous which cause
building up of .green house
gases. Scientists today. all over
the world, agree that all the
smoke and fumes and exhaust
that humans generate will
eventually alter earth’'s climate.
These could even trigger
coastal flooding. interior
droughts that we are experi-
encing in parts of our country
resulting in mass exodus as
well as-pockets of starvation.
This global warming, scientists
now believe strongly. must be
attributed to the release of C
(carbon -dioxide gas) from. the
burning of forest wood that are
still there, much lesser than
the prescribed dose needed to

tective layer of gases in the
upper atmosphere might in-
crease substantially the amount
of harmlul uliraviolet radiation
reaching the earth's surface
threatening a vasi array of life
forms.

Developed countries have
chosen olir part ol the world as
the dumping ground of the
toxic materials and hazardous

wasies. The recent report pub-
]. I I - k) I| [ ] [ I

Any one who has been near the
sea-shore will find the sea a
mess, littered with plastic
cans, tar balls and polythene
bags. Other than these, the
garbage dumps. tHe oil-spills,
the sewage discharges, the
drift-nets are only the most
visible problems. But the real
threats to the oceans account-
ing for 70% to 80% of all ma-
rine pollution. are the sedi-
ments and contaminants that
flow into the seas from land-
based sources— topsoil, fer-
tilisers, pesticides and all
manner of industrial wastes.
Undoubtedly. all the coun-
tries are contributing (o this
guilt rougchlv in proportion to

il

right or wrong until and unless
| understand its root and mo-
tive or whatever you may call
it. But one thing which | can't
understand is the logic or ra-
tional of naming a rape victim
in the newspaper, and going
too lenient on the rapist.

The name of the victim was
reported in your newspaper on
April 26, 1995 Even the name
of the school and class were
mentioned. Don't you have
compassion for this schoaol
girl? Her life has been de
stroyed by two rapists, and you
further aggravated her sufler-
ing by letting everyone in the
school know about it. How

e
—
-

would she face them? How
would her parent flace the
neighbourhood? How would
she face the prospeci of mar
riage? Her future? No doubt
the incident happened about

four years ago. there is no way
her life can be the same again.
forever
Foreigner
Dhaloa
1
The Ganges water
sharing
S We dre hoping that

India will be gracious enough
to et

Bangladesh have its

righttul share of the Ganges
water and thus allay the misery
ol millions of people in the
northern districts of our
country. The effect of the

withdrawal of water Al disas-
trous — farmers and fishermen

had to abandon their former
occupations and (ry o earn
livellhood by becoming da

labourers and rickshaw-
pullers. And that only a part of
them. The weather pattern is
also changing drastically, caus-
ing intense heat, so unbearable
that people had to refrain from
their normal activities In one
wird, Farakka Dam has ere

atrd a havoe in the northern

districts of Bangladeah

(heir respective sizes, although
countries that are levelling
their forests are making the
run-ofl problem especially bad.
Our country ranking as one of
the developing nations, shares
a good deal of blame for forest
‘wealth exploitation. We have
considered forests ripe for ex-
ploitation in the form of poten-
tial farm land. a free source of
fuel and a free source of exotic
kinds of wood that command
high prices within and outside
the country. There is no re-
plenishment worth mention-
ing.

The task facing us is a chal-
lenging one. It is a Herculean
task and no country alone can
achieve success. Taking effec-
tive action to halt the massive
infjurv to the earth's environ-
ment will require a mobilisa-
tion of political will. interna-
tional co-operation and sacri-
fice unheard of except in war
time. It will be a appropriate to
call it a war for survival. It is a
cause in which all nations must
be allies. Undoubtedly. both
the causes and effects of the
problems that threaten the
earth are global and they must
be attacked globally. To be
more precise, every individual
on this planet earth must be
made aware of its vulnerability
and the stupendous need to
preserve it. The imperatives at
the moment are guite trans-
parent and clear, r wasteful
and careless ways must be-
come a thing of the past. We

. must recycle more, procreate

less, turn off lights and air
conditioners when they are
not needed. and use mass
transit. We owe this not only to
ourselves and our children but
also to unborn generations who
will one day inherit this earth.

True it is that mobilizing
this sort of mass commitment
will need extra-ordinary lead-
ership of the unique kind that
has seldom appeared before in
times of crises. Let it be em-
phasized that now, more than

ever, the country peeds lead-

We trust that India will act
in the true SAARC spirit and

prove that it is not a meaning-

less jumble of words, and
would not attach any condition
in fulfilling the rightful de-
mand of Bangladesh It is very
disappointing that India is
linking transit facilities to the
water sharing issue We hope
that countries included in the
SAARC will come forward and
help to resolve the dispute.

not by whiling away time with
endless discy sslons and nooet
ings but with a concreie stop

Nur Jahan
East Nastrabad Chittagong



