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‘Camels and Cows for Korbani Eid

by Schrezad Joya Monami Latif

Shiaran aaxd her good Iriend Rana were driv-
ing down Mirpur Road on their merry way to
one restaurant or the other when Rana had to,
all ol & sudden., screech violently on her
Pbriakes. Sharan's jaw hit the dashboard. She

“soreanned aloud, more in indignation than pain.
They both surreptitiously glanced at each other
Aand then ahead at what had caused their sud-
den halt, It was a big. black cow. large enough
1o e an ox that had all of a sudden come into
KRana's view. The two girls gasped at the au-
dacity of the animal which unknowing that it
could have been under the car's wheels if not
for Rana’s quick reflex. ambled on its way, past
the car and further into Mirpur road. The cow
was dressed festively in red and gold paper
garlands and bells. It didn't seem to be with
any other herd of Korbani animals that one
uiten sees ambling down Dhaka streets. Sharan
and Rana concluded that it had somehow mis-
placed itselfl and was now lost. Poor cow! One
commented to the other, poor cow indeed.

As il the ever increasing number of cars,
scooters and rickshaws isn't enough, it seems
that for the last week two our sireets have
been overtaken by cows, goats and according
o u lew newspapers. camels. The camels ac-
tually are an exaggeration. One camel has been
brought frem India. Rajasthan desert. one as-
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sumes. Word has il that the going rate is for
Taka two lakl. Camels are not popular in kor-
bani in Bangladesh and never have been. First
of all, where would-we get the camels from, an
animal most of us have never seen except on
television and story books? Secondly, camel

meat has never been on anvone's top list for

delectable meat dishes. In Arabia. people eat
camel but for lack of the availability of other
kinds of.meat. The meat is not only very smelly
but tough as well. Whoever heard of camel
steak. medium rare? Giving a camel as korbai
is more of a show of wealth than anything elsey
It gives out the message. look how rich 1 an./]
have spent Taka two lakhs on my animal sacri-
fice this Eid. How many people will be able to
digest the meat? Just the thought of how the
camel is slaughtered would have one reeling in
disgust and horror for days.

Camels aside. the entire city is already
smelling of cows and animal dung. There are
apparently 17 “hats” all over and animals are
selling like mad. That would explain the thin
crowds in Elephant road and other shopping
areas of Dhaka. thah is usually seen on Eid.
And lastly one can only groan and moan at
the thought of all the rotting remains
intestines and skin that will line our drains
and stink.up the city. days after the Eid.

ﬂi"l_ﬂiﬂdi"'h Ambussador to Jupan Rashed Ahmed explaining to Crown Prince Naruhito (€
environmentally [nendly nature of jute bags which could help preserve environment in

Japan. Also seen in the picture is Yukio Aoshima (L) the Governor of Tokyo. — PID photo

NSU summer
session begins
tOomorrow

The summer semester ol
North South University (NSU)

will begin tomerrow. savs .
press release.
A lreshers’ reception was

held on its campus at Banani u
the city yesterday

NSU jpwesident Muslehu
ddin Ahmed welcomed the
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Dr Hafiz G A Siddigi and
Zafrul Karim of the university
also spake on the occasion

Matin meets Saudi
counterpart

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury had a very fruitful
discussion with his Saudi
counterpart Prince Naif Bin
Abdul Aziz at Meena palace in
;;l_:hh on Thursday, reports

During the one-and-a-half-
hour meeting which was held
in a very cordial atmosphere
the Saudi Interior Minister as-
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divisions during the next 12 hours till 6:00 pm today
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PM holds
reception

Frime Minisier Begum
Khaleda Zia Thursday hosled a
reception on the occasion of
holy Eid-ul-Azha at 30, Hare
Road in the city, reports BSS.

Ministers, members of
Parliament. high civil and mili-
tary officials. judges, vice-
chancellors. professors, lead-
ing industrialists and busi-
nessmen. journalists, freedom
lighters, cultural activities and
crippled persons attended the
receplion.

Begum Zia exchanged Eid
greetings with them and en-
quired about their well-being.

Earlier. the Prime Minister
hosted a separate reception for
the diplomats at 30, Hare Road
marking the holy Eid-ul-Azha.

Ambassadors, high commis- .

sioners and Charge d'Affaires
ol different countries and
chiefls of various UN organisa-
tions and international agen-
cies with their spouses al-
lended the reception.

'Cooperation with
UK to continue'

President Abdur Rahman

Biswas expressed his satisfac- |

lion over the state relationship
between Bangladesh and Bri-
tain and hoped that cooper-

ation and friendship at various

levels would continue, reports
UNB.

The president said this
when State Minister for Fore-
ign and Commonwealth Affairs
and Minister for Overseas De-
velopment Baroness Linda Cha-
lker and Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs
Tony Baldry MP called on him
al his hotel in London on Thu-
rsday. according to a message
received in Dhaka. :

President Biswas exchanged
greelings with them and ex:
pressed his thanks to the
British government and the
Queen Elizabeth 11 for the invi-
lation and hospitality extended
to him to attend the VE Day
celebrations, marking the 50th
anniversary of the end of World
War I1. ”

During the meeting. Tony
Baldry who recently visited
Bangladesh with trade delega-
tion, recalled 'his visit and
pointed out that there are
tremmendous possibilities of ex-
panding the trade between the
lwo countries and raising Bri-
tish investments in Bangla-
desh.

He also expressed the belief
that the political stability in
Bangladesh would prevail for
its economic growth to sup-
port democracy and fts insti-
tution.

Bangladesh High Commi-
ssioner Dr A F M Yusufl and
officials from both the coun-
tries were also present.

Dwellings
gutted

Eleven houses were gutted

 in two fire incidents at a slum

and a bazaar in the city

| Thursday, reports UNB.

Fire service sources said
fire burned to ashes nine
houses in a slum in front of
FDC (Film Development Cor-
Kawranbazar
Thursday afternoon.

The cause of the blaze that

' broke out at 1:05 pm could not
' be known, they said.

Muslehuddin Ahmed

niversity president

addres~ing the lreshers reception ori the campus in the city

'No change in temperature

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty
wind is likely at a few places over Barisal and Khuina divisions
“and at one or two places over Dhaka. Chittagong and Rajshahi

reporis

Met Ofllice savs. no appreciable change in day temperature
1S expecied over Lhe countlry

sured of all pﬁlﬂhlt steps to In its outivok for subseguent :“.“ days '-.A.l"ﬂ‘lht']!'utﬂ

solve any problemn faced by the predicred (hatl ratntall acuvity s likely 1o v rease. Giving

; |I|l iate B I:llli deshis in the extended outlook for another five davs Mel Oifice savs
weather may nnproved at the e1ul period

kingdom. b

They discussed various
aspects of bilateral relations
including strengthening of
economic relations. They also
identified some fields jor bilat-

Patuakhali

eral cooperation and took
some important decisions.
City /Town

Bangladesh Home Minister |
exprrssed his gratitude for the :
feelings expressed by his Saudi Dhaka
counterpart. He extended an Chittagong
invitation 40 Prinee Naifl to visit Rajshahi
Bangladesh which was ac- |  Khuina
cepted by him. The schedule Hansal
for the visit will be finalised Svihet
SOOT). Cox's Bazar

The country's highest temperature 46
was recorded at Dimajpur and

The sun sets
lomorrow at 5:16 am

The maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were

5 degrees Celsius

he lodest 24 0 degrees al

teday in Dhaka at 6 33 pm and rises,

Temperature Humidity n

in Celsius percentage
M ax Min Morning Evening
36 .2 26 .5 63 63
34 4 25.9 62 72
350 24 4 71 92
33 .0 24 5 o . 86
32 .4 26 O 7B 82
30. 42 25 5 76 a0
34 5 26 0 50 T8
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' burnt

| sabuj

Police said a fire reportedly
originating Irom an oven about
+:50 pm gutted ‘two tin-sheds

Char under

In another fire, nld gar -
menie and polythene were
at the first floor of
Nayabazar Yusuf Market on
Wednesday night.

Housewife
killed

A housewife was allegedly

| at H-llﬂbhﬂ.lbﬂm in ]‘Tﬂ.llllillﬂ.l
Lalbagh thana

| sirangled by her husband at

Kalidaspattl village in Dhamrai
thana in Savar on Eid day for
cdhowry, reporis UNB.

Police said Shafiqul”islam
Dolu Mia. 35, of Ulail village

married Josna Begum, 30,
daughter of Liakat Ali, ten
VCArs 480,

Shice then, Dolu Mia has

heen demanding Tk 50.000
irom his father-in-law as
dowry. But poor Liakat could
not meet the demand.

Villagers said, on Eid day
Dolu strangled his wife and
fled the village. Josna was
mother of two children.

A case was filed with
Dhamrai thana.

Obituary

(HITTAGONG., May 13:
Shakina Begum Chowdhury,
mother of Jasim Chowdhury
stafl correspondent of

| the daily Sangbad died of a

| graveya rd i

heart attack at her village
home al Kahaish under Satk-
ania thana here on Thursday
last. according to her family
sources loday. reporis BSS.

She was 62

Late Shakina Chowdhury
ieft behind three sons, three
daughters and a large number
of relatives to mourn her
death

She was buried at her family
Kaliaish. Her
gquikhwani will be held at her
village home tomorrow

Metropolitan

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia exchanging Eid greetings with Chief of Army Staff Lt

General A S M Nasim and Eegum Nasim at her Hare Road office on Thursday.

— PID photo

Bangladesh shining exaniple
of communal harmony: PM

Frime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia vesterday called
upon the Buddhist community
to contribute to nation-build-
ing activities for making the
country self-reliant through
collective efforts of all. reports
[INB.

"Bangladesh is a shining ex-
ample of communal harmony.
We all are Bangladeshi. We, ir-
respective of caste and creed.
shall have to work for building
Bangladesh as a beautiful abode
for future generation.” she
said. |

She was talking to a delega-
tion ul Bangladesh National
Buddhist Federation and
Bangladesh National Buddhist
Youth Federation when they
called on the Prime Minister
al her ollice to greet her on
the eve of Holy Buddha
Purnima. the biggest religious
festival of the Buddhists.

The Prime Minister said it
is the responsibility of every
citizen to work for: the devel-
opment of the country and
urged them to come forward
rising above all petty interests.

"We do not discriminate
against anvornie in respect of
caste or creed. We uphold hu-
manity and count on everybody
as Bangladeshi.” she told lhe
Buddhist community leaders.

Beguun Zia said her gov-

ernment was relentlessly wor-
king for eradicating poverty
from the cpuntry and serving
the poor and distressed for
changing their lot.

She said the BNP govern-
ment has lifted the country to

it dignified position in the

coinity of nations and called

‘upon all to work unitedly for

further consolidating the gain.
"There wi]l be no problem of
the country' il we work to-
gether for the national inter-
est.”  E

The Buddhist delegation
presented her with a bouquet
on the occasion of Buddha
Purnima that marks the birth,
the enlightenment and the
greal passing away of Lord
Buddha, and expressed their
gratitude to the Prime
Minister for her kind attention
te the community.

They lauded Begum Zia's
sincere and relentless work
for developing the country and
making the countrymen happy.

The delegation, led by fed-
eration president Dr Sukamal
Barua. apprised the’ Primie
Minister some of their prob-
lems and requested her kind
consideration,

Begum Zia assured them of
looking into their problems
and wished the community ev-
€TV SUCCESS.

Trader rescued

Police- arrested two mem-
bers of the ‘Chokh Bandha
Party’ and rescued a business-

man held hostage /by them:

from a village in Dha i thana
in Savar Friday night. reports
UNB.

‘The arrested were named '

Riaxz, 25, and Wazuddin, 30.

Police said AH Hossain, kid-
napped on May 10 from his
house at Gaowail village, was
rescued from a house at
Dhulirvita village.

The kidnappers dilegedt
demanded Tk 2 lakh in ran-
som from AH. ,

~ Police raided several
lages in search of Ali and res-
cued him from Dhulirvita.

A case was filed with
Dhamrai thana.

vil-

Opposition trying
to confuse
people: Anwar

Shipping Minister M K

Anwar accused the opposition

for "trying to eonfuse the peo-
ple by clamouring on unconsti-
tutional issues.” reports UNB.
Referring to Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zja's an-
nouncement of resignation
from power 30 days before
election. he mentioned that
slie has repeatedly appealed to
the opposition to sit for a dia-

logue to resolve the political
stalemate.

The minister was address-
ing a workers' rally of BNP at
Chandanapur in Homna thana
in Comilla yesterday. _

"BNP does not pursue poli-
ties of hollow words or false
promises, rather its politics is
based on works, the Shipping
Minister said.

The BNP government is
implementing 19 points pro-
gramme initiated by Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman to ful-
fill the basic needs of the pﬂu
ple. he added.

He called upon the party
workers to ensure enrollment
of ‘children in schools along
with garrying out organisa-
tional activities.

Organised by Chandanapur
Union unit of BNP, the rally
was also addressed by BNP
leaders — Sirajul Islam, Abdul
Hakim Akand. Zahirul Islam,
Habibullah Sarkar, Abdul Kader
and Alamgir Sarkar.

Pak envoy
meets Salam

The new High Commissi-

‘oner of Pakistan, Karam Elahi,

called on the secretary general
of BNP and LGRD and Co-
operatives Minister Abdus
Salam Talukder at his reside-
nce in the city Wtdneaday.
reports BSS.

They discussed matters of
mutual interest. :
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Show 1n the town!

Mehnaz Presents Exotic Fashion Show

On 15th May 1995 at 7.30 P.M.

at

StmargaonGrmdlallllnm.
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