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Spirit of Sacrifice

When sacrifice and festivity are inter-twined in

“our .observance of_Eid-ul-Azha, there is hardly

any scope to be even unwittingly light-hearted
about it. It cannot be a one-time eafing binge to
one’s heart’'s content, what with gastronomical
complications at the end of the day. Overdoing
will be out of character of the day when millions
could be sighing over many a missed meal. and
perhaps. dreading more to come® That which
might emphasise the diflerence between the rich
and the poor is far from Islamic. So, excess is
forbidden as something crass and irreligious.

We ask then is it enough to confine our spirit
of sacrifice to merely slaughtering animals and
distributing their meat, so that the poor can have
good food for a few days? We think the message
goes much deeper than that. If we cannot for sure
make it into a string of festivals for the common
people all the year round. But we can at least try
earnestly to put a smile on their faces by taking
up issues that affect them directly on the front-
line of our concerns which' seem now almost en-
tirely devoted to ego-centric power politics that

"is leading us to the blind alley of nowhere.

Apparently taking out on national politics on such
an occasion may sound a bit out of tune with the
occasion but in the essence it is difficult to see
how the pressing socio-economic issues will get

" the urgent attention these merit in the absence

_breadth of vision to see each other's

of mutual accommodation between our major

“ political parties on the vital issue of breaking the

political impasse. Théy are required to have a
point of view
give- and-take and live-

and make adjustments for
yosed to the take-it-or-leave-it

and-let-live as oppo

‘mindset which is anything but pro-péople.

It is obvious that common masses are sacrific-

- ing a lot from sunrise to sundown. Their provéen

- leviation strategy seeking

survival instincts and daily hard labour in spite of
all sorts of insecurity and painful inconvenience
they face at home and on the read should put us
to :shame. These sterling qualities 'of theirs are
now being fallen back on in the latest poverty al-
to use them as an asset

~to improve their own lot. Should this not shame

us even more?
It is said we are rcsnun:ﬁ-cnnstrained; but we

.see a lot of wastage of whatever we have.
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- the of fertilizer this year has not only af-
fected production of paddy but also pushed its -
cost up. If the procurement price:is lower than

e
"abm'lt — cannot succeéd. It so happéns

'seen across the u

- by private organisa

curement price falls

-~ Nothing wrong

- from

ous and competitive consumption can be
pper half of the social spectrum

whiere not .a few topside ones make a mockery of

¢ poverty. We are aware of a philanthropic
in these parts but this surely has lagged
behind the acqulaitiun of wealth.

;'
“The government procurement price for a

'kfhgramofpaddy has been fixed at Tk. 7.15 and
for rice Tk 11.25. Apparently based on a reckon-

+ ing that the production cost of one kilogram of
' ngly, a farmer is sup-

paddy was Tk 5. Accordi

posed to make a profit margin of Tk 2.15 per kg,
‘meaning a profit of Tk 90
paddy. This estimate however has been contested
_ tions which hold that the pro-
duction cost was actually Tk 8.15 for a

of paddy. According to their estimate the pro-
hort 'of the production cost
by one taka.

- We are not in a position to say which of the
eaﬂmatee is correct. But we do understand that

ction cost, the drive for raising a buffer
of food grains — which the exercise is dll
_ that the
mmmﬁ most of the time follows a conserva-
line while fixing, the procurement price.
with it as long as it does not hu
the producers. But in a bad year when the farm-
. ers were on the rec end they should de-
“serve a preferential treatment. It is on this count
thatm:uwim ument:tve price be given to the

ers.
that the farmers will be
Millng some of their crop at the government
ﬂ:mdpﬂce-——ifttdoesnutmitsdecisiun—
but only in tion.' That will in turn defeat.
Wﬂt‘s purpose of creating a buffer-
The hoarders and dishonest traders could
- take full advantage of the situation. In that case

chancesmﬂlat we may face a food crisis,
the one we -have just experienced. Any further

“*inefficient handling

?

ood crisis.
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*ﬂgera . A 10-crore taka project,
it mvtsm:d according to a report, afforestation

of 125 pare miles in three erent locations
_along with construction of observation towers
.there. At that time the number of in the

Ewderhansmuﬂmtcdtuhennmmthan'
. Even this number is likely to have decreased

§

ﬁlrtherbythilﬂme thanks to poaching and
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‘without their consent.

like
of the situation is likely to"

~ make the mattcrs worse on the food front. The
t should devise a pra¥matir: plan to _
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High Time for Legal and Administrative Reforms

O nation should know it
better than Bangladesh

N that getting economic

Ihmdamentals right may be a
nevessary ' precondition  for
ecouomic 1ake off. but mest
certainly not  sulficient for
moving the economy to a path
ol higher growth rates or
sustainable development. Years
of frustration iu translating
globally
macrocconoiiic stabibity  into
signific.ant npswings in R 1L

ployinent weiicrahion. savings
arid v esting :lrLl.rlt‘-'-. L rache
am] connnerey dausl convinee
almost anvbody i the policy
making circles thal econonic
reforihs alone cannot ledd the

nathorn very far.
No doubt. over Lhe last few

years sweeping economic re-
forms have been carried oul in
the country — regulations and
conirols on exporis and im-
ports have been liberalized
significantly. barriers to for-
eign investment and repatria-
lion ol prolits have literally
been eliminated. lax strustiures
have been streamlined. gov-
ernment’'s revenue collection
mechanisms liave been reor-

ganized, and banking and {i-
nancial sectors have been
thoroughly reformed. All these

" have resalted in remarkable
imacroccolioiie stability — the
countey = dntlavion rate was
never lower, loreign exchange
Feserve wis tever higher, and
'!%ﬁl I ll[liiagr‘l'mﬂ ﬁl;,it'n sipellaized
But iromcally there seems

to be the end ol the story. The
economy still revolves around
the growth rate of four to five
percent, while sustainable
economicv development of
Bangladest requires an annual
growth rate ol more than
seven percent. Investment —
both in the private and public
sectors — remains at stagnant
levels for years., not e
12 to 13 percent of the GDP.
For #n early take-off of the
economy the rate should be
within the range of 18 to 20
percent. Employment is not
picking up either. Foreign in-
vestment tlow remains dismal
— Lhe lowest in the whole
South Asian region.

here lies the "crux of the

dox? Whal are the reasons
for Lhe mispatch between the
macroeconomic stability and
microeconomic immobility?

devlaimed

To attain long term goals, putting the economy

Why an apparently splendid
economie policy regime —
geared to private sector led
cconomic growth under a
democratic government — lails
o boost up merale of local en-

trepreneurs. attract foreign in-

vestinent. and generale higher

vates ol growith? Why the
evonomy even lails 1o make a
dent in poverty alleviation — a

much avowed and highly publi
cized geal of the government/
Of course, standpoints ol
readers in respect to these
questions  would vary. Few,
however, would dispute that
major economic reforms have
been carried out in the country
without commensuraté al-
tempis to reform the adminis-
trative apparatus, legal frame-
works and political parapher
nalia. Still fewer will disagree
that the couniry's moth-eaten
bureaucracy, out-moded legal
structures and traditional po
litical conduct and behaviours
are hardly conducive for attain-
ing sustainable development
under a free market economic

e i’ﬁlrrf is no hard and last
rule that economic relorms
must be carried out lirst or
reforms in other areas. such as
in legal or administirative
siructures should come next.
Bangladesh has carried out far-
reaching economic reforms,
largely in conformity with
global momentum ' towards
market economic principles.
Those economic reforms have
largely attained their short-
term goals — they attained
macroeconomic stability, a

. primary prerequisite for eco-

nomic lake-ofl.

‘But to" attain long term
goals. putting the economy on
a track of higher growth and
sustainable development, the
economic reforms must be
backed by commensurate and
equally forceful reforms in the
nation's administrative, legal
and political paraphernalia.
Unfortunately, little progress
has been made in this direc-
tion. In faet, hardly any at-
tempt has been made in
Bangladesh to make the ad-

ministrative, and political
paraphernalia of the country
pro-people, cost-effective, ac-
lion-oriented and private sec-
tor-friendly. Worse still, not

. many. especially in the gov-

ernment circles, seem to be
awfully enthusiastic about car-
rving out [ar reaching and fun-
cdamental reforms in these ar-
s,

Of vomurse. there had bheen
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During the last 23 years. since
its independence from Pak-
istan, the nation experienced
martial laws several times and
its constitution was abrogated
and scrapped repeatedly in
this or that pretext. The polii-
ical systern has been switched
back .tnd lorth hetween par-

by CAF Dowlah
IR

Sode sporadic attempls —
muunly enkindled or imposed
by donor agencies — to reform
the administirative systen:. The
lact thal governmem bureau-
cracy in Bangladesh is out ol
joint with the realities of the
society ne¢eds no explanation.
Besides a strong allegiance o
British colonial tradition, the
Bangladesh Civil Service I8 now
engrossed in bitter internal
strifes. Among others, widely
publicized conflicts and ten-
stons belween the specialists
— members ol Prokricli
the generalisis — uwinlwis ol
administralive sernos  pose
serious threats to the vl
of the instfitution. Thurough-
going, [undamental and far-
reaching reforms of the
administrative structures,
behaviours and functions are
also needed to make the
bureaucracy subservienit to
market economic forces,
friendly to business and the
private sector, and to ensure
their responsibility and
accountability under a demo-
cratic political system. To
make the administrative sys-
temy market Iriendly and
democracy driven, the BCS
should be: thoroughly recast,
enabling persons of all ages
and gualifications to compete
for government positions at all
levels.

and '

lHamentary aml presidential
sysiems several times. Major
political parties still drmtm
sirate conduct and behaviour —
within the party as well as n
national affairs — which
sharply contradict democratic
norms and values. it is time to
consolidate fragile democratic
system by transforming the
constitution into a sacred and
dependable document of na-
tional hopes and aspirations,

by gearing politics to economic
well-being of the nation. and
by bringing an end (o old style
politics of hartals and agita-
lions. In this fiercely competi-
live world of today. no nation
can aflord to stop its wheels of
production for days in this or
Lthat pretext. The economy
cannot be held hostage (o poli-
tics of nonsense and nuissnce.

In a market economic envi-
ronment, all political parties-
be in power or not — musl re-
main commitied to the needs
and demands of sustainable
economic development.

The country's legal system
is simply archaic — it has nei-
ther the legal framework nor
the logistics to meet the chal-
lenges of market economic
system. It conspicuously lacks
adequate legal frameworks for
taxation, investment, resolvi

'Of Women's Rights and Status in Islam

by Mohammad Amjad Hossain
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T HERE has been an

orchestrated vilification
on the role of women in' Islam.

campaign in the West

A section of the people in the

West seem to have the
impression (hat women ®in
Muslim society are deprived of
their due shares and that they
live in seclusion. Some of the
Weslerners hold the view that
discriminatory treatment is
meted put to women in com-
parison with men in Muslim
society and that a man has the
rights to have four wives in
Islam. '

As a matter of fact, Islam is
a religion which has bestowed
honour upon women. In the
holy Quran the role of women

“has prominently been men-

tioned in many places and a
spe&al Sura (¢ hapter) has
beer™ exclusively devoted to
women. Sura Nisa, for exam-
pl¢. deals with women exclu-
sively. [t also speaks about or-
phans and widows.

In Islam. marriage
treated as an institution, for it
nurtures a family. And women
in Islam are not (o be married
The
Quran recognizes the rights of

- womeén relating to marriage.

Verse 24 of Sura Nisa says:
"And all married women are
lorbidden unto you save those
(captives)] whom your right
hands possess. It is a decree of
Allah for you. Lawful unto you
are all beyond those men-
tioned. so that ye seek Lhem
with yéur wealth in honest
wedlock. not debauchery. And
those of whom ye seek content
(by marrying them), give unto
them their portions as a duty.
And there is no sin for you in

| what ye do by mutual agree-

ment after the duty.," The
Quran also imposes restric-
tions on marrying women who
are related by blood and step-
daughters. who are under the
protection of the wife. |/

N _disl::rir_ninaliﬂn belween

meil and women is &Huwed in
Islam.
Surd Al-Mudathir:
will be in pledge for its deeds”
(38). In other words. all are
equal belore Allah.

An honourable woman is
held in high esteemn in Islam.
Those who accuse honourable
womarn, but cannot produce at
least four witnesses against her
should be scourged with eighty

_ stripes, and one should never

accept their testimony. They
are simply evil-doers aecord-
ing to Sura An Nur. In Islam.’

- maid servants also deserve re-
spect and sympathetic treat-

ment.

« There iIs no discrimination

between a husband and a wife
in Islam, as Sura-Al-Baqarah
makes it amply clear that a
husband- and a wife are to be
treated as each other's gar-
ments, which implies that the
relationship between a hus-
band and a wife is based on
mutual consent, support and
protection. A _wife is to be
treated gently. "Consort with
them in.kindness, for if you
hate them, it may happen that
you hate .a ship wherein God
has placed much good" (Sura
Nisa: 19). Sura Al-Tahrin also {
wants the husband to plEﬂSE
_his wife.

~ Although islam does not
generally encourage divorce,
but then. a divorce will be
treated in kindness. There is
always a provision for reconcil-
iation between a husband and a
wife, before a divorce is pro-
nounced. Sura Nisa and Sura Al
Talag deal with the issue of
divorce.

In the Islamic social sys-
tem, man bears the entire ex-

penditure of the family includ- -

ing the wife. According to Sura
-Al-Bagarah, the duty of feed-
ing, clothing. nursing mother

, in_a seemingly manner de-
volves upon the father of the-
r.‘:h.l]ﬂ ﬂ mul‘.hcr lhnuld nut be

It is clearly evident in -
"Every soul .

made to suffer because of her
child. (Al-Bagarah: 233) In the
battle of Uhud, many male
members of Muslim society in
Arabia lost their lives. As a re-
sult, the female members out-
numbered the male members,
and many orphans and widows
were left alone after the devas-
lating war. Against this back-
ground, Sura Nisa was revealed
in the irtterest of protecting
orphans. widows and prisunm
ol war |[captives).

oman as a mother -enjoys
respect and honour in the
Islamic social system. Man is
enjoined by the Quran to show
kindness towards parents, par-
ticularly to the mother who
bore him in pain, and in pain
did she give him birth {(Sura

. AL-Ahgaf). Muhammad (SM]

also said: "Paradise les un-
derneath the feet of mothers'.

Prophet Muhammad [(SM] in

his farewell message after
performing the Hajj at Arafat
also underscored the need for

" becoming kind to women and

also for paying heed to their
right.s His last words were : "O

' people. you have rights over

your wives, and your wives
have rights over you.-Treat

your women with: kindness —
verily, you have taken them on
serénity of God, and made
them lawful unto you by the
words of God." 5

Because of wrong interpre-
tations of the Quranic injunc-
tion by fanatic, politically moti-
vated religious leaders and also
because of the practice of
polygamy in many Muslim so-
cieties. as well as owing to a
lack of a sound knowledge of
[slam by the Westerners, a
number of Islamic ideals and
princ:iples have been misun-
derstood.” The myth that a
woman does not enjoy proper
status in Islam is unfounded
and based on a lack of proper
knowledge of the Quranic in-
junction in proper perspective.

5' r-r.-

Inspectors will be present at
the Eid cattle-markets and

It is hoped the Vet.

‘disallow sale of un-
healthy/diseased cattlé on this
MMA -

Dhaka ]

|
Sir. Bangladesh Small and
Coltage Industries Corporation
{BSCIC) held written examina-
tion on April 5 for 14 posts of
assistant extension officer, four
posts of field-worker and fnur
other posts under the projec
‘Women [ndustrial Entrupﬂ:-
neurship Development Progra-
e’
5

- extension officer's post

Tf:u:- authorities have
charged a Postal Order of Tk
30 each candidate for assistant
and Tk
20 each for other posts and is-
sued 932 and 1171 admit

.cards for 14 officers and four

field-workers' posis respec-
tively.

But, it was known that the
posts of the afficers would be
filled by the departmental
candidates, who are serving as
field-workers. The departmen-
tal candidates got the ques-
tions of the test earlier, it was

- also alleged.

In February 1994, such a
test was held for six posts of
extension officer under the’
sSame t and a large num-
ber of candidates appeared at

the writlen test. DBul. il sceias
very unfortunate that the posts
were filled allegedly by rela-
tioms of the high-ups in author-

Vity — a glaring example of

nepolism indeed!
Il s0, as a conscious citizen

I would condemn such unbe-’
coming ol an esteemed body -

and urge the authorities con-
cerned to take sterm action
against those responsible for
such happenings and pave the
way for smooth test and filling
the posts by the candidates
who really deserve them, so
that the people at large also
can build up confidence in the

organisation.

Sultanpur. Naogaon

| it out ol fear,’

One is t:mpmd to clude

by gquoting from the speech
made by Prince Charles at the

Oxford Centre for Islamic
Studies in October 1993: "Our
Judgement on Islam has been
grossly distorted by taking the
extremes to be the norm. That
is a serfous mistake, ..... The
guiding principle and spirit of
Islamic law, taken straight
from the ‘Quran, should be
‘those of equity and compas-
sionn. We need to study its ac-
tual application before we
make judgements. We must
distinguish between systems of
justice as we may see them
practised which have been de-
formed for political reasons
into something no longer
Islamic.

of business, credit and other
pecuniary disputes, dealing
with copyrights, patents and

amdd not subject Lo pmphl

s rutiny, a~ cunld be expected
I o e Falic svstem. A
Mmarkel ecenomic system

work that would explicitly

guaraniee ownership rights,
protect legal interests nl‘

. time-comsuming,
colomial-minded and out eof
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. A Staris Born

NLIKE most of the civilized
e not down on G Gordon Liddy. As a matter of fact,
s il ex-con who committed a crime, mﬂ-ﬂdu‘

U

people in this country |

a felon. served four years in thie slammer and is now trying to '
g0 straight, as a radio talk commentator, he is. | think. a

watergate role inodel

Wiei makes this a great story is that Liddy could have
€asily «ontnnicl lus life of crime. breaking into one w
olfive ghier another and stealing political fMles.

B e had a change ol heart. One day in the recreation
yard ol the penitentiary hr started t-lh:ing to another inmate

named John.

John asked, "What are you ﬂngtulh'ien you get out,

(ordon?”

‘I have no idea. Emakmgandenmuﬂlm | can
hold my hand aver a flame for five minutes, but that thﬂn‘t

pay wedll "

"Have you ever thought of going into talk radio?”
"I never -:unsic}ered it. Does it pay as much as breaking

into watergate?”

"Sometimes it's better if ynurt real nasty and pmph
identily vou wirh the lunatic fringe.”

.r"ﬂl{] itos begald™

Guaranieed by tha First Amendment. You can M‘l'ﬂﬂ
people how mkillanBATFnﬂicerbymnlﬂI“I

hrsum&ringalmllctpmufrtﬂ -
' Litldy said. "l ertucﬁumum-!ﬂ

“That's why I'm suggesting it. You've got the
t mouth in the prison, but you've never used it to make

"I love it.’
vice.”

John said.
lou

k. Gordon, talk radio is bigger than stealing hubcaps.

The sicker vou are, t.hemc;pntmnrwmﬁnyply
ally big money lor looney-tune people who

broadcasti ng?"

spew
cou
' Johin replied: "No. but 'you can listen to some
wing announcers, and you'll see that it's a piece
‘best ones are the call-in shows because the kooks
work for you and all you have to do is sit there and

yveh, yeh.”

"I've made up my mind. I'm going to give up I'l‘l}f li
crime and talk into a nﬁmphonc insiead.” Liddy said. "1

wait to tell my parole board.”

"Good for you. Semeday the guys in this place will be

re-
poison.”

rses in radio

of the right- "

of cake. The

do your

fe of

can't

able

to boast to th:lr I'Jmili:-u '1 was locked up with G, Gordon
Liddy, andlflhadmumlnywntalkﬂm I'd be as rich as

he is ridht now.' "

The word got out that Liddy was {:mmdeﬂng talk radio as
a career, and many station owners were visiting the prison
trying te persuade hig to go on the air.

Liddy treated them all with contempt. This made "him
even more desirable since a truly contemptible announcer

was hard to come by.

The rest is history.-He finally landed a syndicated show
and started taking calls from all over the country. On his first
program. the moment he hcgan to tell listeners Inw to shoot
a lederal agent with a semiautomatic — a stat was born.

By arrangement with 1995, Los Angeles Times Syndicats

- and UNB.

It's June — when Bachelors Watch their Backs

Rahulﬂediwritesfmml‘ama,lndin

-

The murder of newborn girl babies is becoming more common in
India’'s Bihar state, according to a shocking new report. And a Gemini
News Service correspondent [ﬂﬂking at the allegations found another

unusual practice — the ki

F

"EMALE infanticide is
rampant in the east
Indian state of Bihar
where thousands of newborn
girls are killed every year by
parents who consider them a
social and economic liability.

Though originally prevalent
amongst the upper castes (a
caste is heredilary class), the
practice has now spread even
to lower castes.

According to Aditi, a non-
governmelil organisation based
in Bihar's capital Patna, 1,200
baby girls are killed every year
in Katihar district alone, usu-
ally by traditional midwives.

The distasteful act of killing
the babies and disposing off
their bodies is carried out by
the midwives, maostly poor
woinen, under pressure [rom
Lhe parents.

According teo the report,
hased on interviews with
scores of midwives, mothers
are unwilling to kill their chil-
dren but are lorced into mur-
der by their husbands in
Bihar's male-dominated soci-
eLy.

State oflicials privately ad-
mit to knowing about the fe-
male infanuecide, but say that
no report is lodged or action
taken because it has acquired
social sanction over the years.
~ One midwife confessed she
was forced to kill several girls
born to land-owning families in
Katihar district by stuffing
their mouths with salt or fer-
tiliser. All died within an hour
and the bodies were either
buricd by her or (Lirown In Lhe
nearest river. :

She was paid 25 rupees for
the deed, the report said "I do
she admitted.

Bal Mahila Kalyan (Female
Child Sacrifice).: an organisa-
tion in Katihar working to pre-
vent female infanticide, sur-
veyed three midwives, each of
whom admitted to killing at
least. three lemale babies a
month.

Bihar is amongst t‘ht pPQOT-
est. most violent and caste-

ridden of India's 25 states
where women are (reated vir-

tually like second-class citi-
zZens.

But during the “marriage
season” in June and December
bachelors, too, are on the re-
ceiving end. when hundreds
are kidnapped and Forclhly
married to strangers.

According te officials, more
than 1,000 such marriages
take place across Bihar every
year and, over time, have ac-
quired social acceptability.

Social workers say exces-
sive. dowry demands by
grooms, often continuing for
years after marriage. are forc-
ing parenis to resort to en-
forcex alliances.

Basing their requirements
on cdste and community, a
parent of modest means tar-
gets a suitable male in the
vicinity. :

Based on the prospective
groom's siatus, a marriage fee
is otiated with specialist
bachelor kidnapping squads
which guarantee ‘“delivery”
within the week.

Also assured is a compliant
groom. usually beaten sense-
less by "groom eonitractors’
who have been known to
shadow their victims for days,
at times snatching them ofl
buses and trains in broad day-
Iight. The most favoured are

of prospective grooms. -
‘those in government

_ service
followed by bank and public
sector company employees.

Local politicians, too, have
been, known to play a role in
these forced

One legislator from Purnea
in north Bihar "helped" a
friend by marrying off his
daughter to a public sector
company executive after organ-
iamg his abduction. The legis-

bleEem at the wed-
the couple.

Althnugh unlawful and ca-
pable of being annuilled, Bthar's
feudal society treats the couple
as married, effectively making
it almost impossible for the
groom Lo "escape” or re-marry.
~ Officials in Patna cannot re-
call any marriages being re-
scinded. The police are not in-
terested in investigaling com-
plaints of abduction and forced
marriages and have not inter-
fered in the handful of com-
plaints lodged over the years.

"No-one ever gels pun-
ished,” says a Patna police offi-
cer, declining to be identified.
He also admitted that police
rarely help retrieve grooms
frem their abducters even M

know about it before the
dding ceremony.

Ultimately, however, official
apathy to the enforced mar-
riages and Bihar's peculiar so-.
cial and caste mores lead the
victim and his family to com-
promise and accept the bride
as part of the family.

But she is rarcly looked on -~
kindly, adding to her woes ol
being 4 woman in a totally
male -dominated society

RAHUL BEDI is a New
Dethi-based freelance jowrnal
ist



